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HISTORY OF PORTUGAL. 



CHAPTER I. 

Gmerat Descr^f^ of Portugal, and it^ Mncrtf 
wider if Cowas. 

THIS i&the wOBt westerly kingdom of £u- 
mpQ, bdog bounded on the weat and sontii 
by the Atlantic Ocean, and on the east and north 
by S^n* Its extreme l^gsth h about thre^ 
bkindred mik^) axuttts greatest breadth one hun^ 
dred and fifty. . 

X.tisitama is tSie Ldtin niaine constantly ap- 
propiriated ta this country by Jtiodem . writers ; 
yet it is. evident thit the limits of the ancient 
Lnaitania l^ iv> me^s corresponded with the 
present Portugal,o£ whose etymology various ori^ 
gins are given: ooe^iiiuch at leaist possesses th^ 
semhkmce /of pit>bibiittyy is, that a number of 
Gaals. baring landed at PortOy it received U4 
appefiation of .Poitiis GaHormii, and in process 
of time, the naine being ^oftboed, w^s gradually 
extended, to th^ whole country ; but when this 
event faa{^Bed,or what occasioned the migration 
of ^e GaulSy are particnlars buried in bblirion^ 
Another etymology which has nuMre certain 
fiia94itiiQD9 in history^ is as fellows; on aa tnaair 
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nence which overlooks the mouth of the river 
Douro stood an ancient town, named Cale, 
which proving inconvenient for trade, a town or 
hamlet was erected on the shore, and called 
Portus Cale, or the Haven of Cale ; and by a re* 
finement in language, Portucalia. At length an 
episcopal see was erected here, the bishops of 
which subscribed themselves Portucalenses, and 
the name of the city was transferred to the dio- 
cese, which in early times was almost co-exten« 
sive with the little country where the sove- 
reignty originally began. As the dominionsi 
however, were enlarged by successive conquests^ 
the name of the diocese was lost, but the kingw 
dom still retained it. 

Situated between 37 aiid.42 degi'ees of north 
latitude, the bit of Portugal would be ex- 
cessively hot, were it not refreshed by sea* 
breezes towards the south, and cooled by fre- 
quent rains towards the north. The spring is 
extremely delightful in this climate ; and the 
whole country is blest with a happier tempera- 
ture than Spain. The air of Lisbon, from its 
balmy softness^ has justly been reputed highlj 
salutary in pulmonic complaints ; and many in* 
valids of that description take a voyage thither 
£x)m Great Britain with the happiest effects. 

The soil is abundaiitly fertile in wine, oili 
lemons, oranges, pomegranates, figs, ndsinsy 
almonds, atfid other choice fruits ; but from the 
low state of agriculture rather than natural ste» 
rility, there is a considerable deficiency in com* 
Both the sea and the rivers produce excellent 
fish. The horses are brisk and lively, but 
slight made, and on account of their being surer 
footed) mules are most in request for dratiglil 
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i&d bdi^n. The pastures being geneniOjr verjjir 
indifferent, ikitker cattle nor sheep are very 
munenMis ; but hogs and kids are plentiful, and 
their flesh tender and nutritive* The Portu- 
guese irines, when old and genuine, are esteem* 
ed not only safe to drink, but salutary to the hur 
man constitution ; but the whole kii^;dc»ii does 
not produce half the quantity that is drank in 
London only, under the spedous name of port* 
The general aspect of Portugal is mountain- 
ous or rather rocky. The chief ranges are 
those which divide Algarva from Alentejo; 
those of Trales Montes, and the rock of Lisbon 
At the efflux of the Tajo. These contain minet 
6f silver, copper, tin, imd Iron, beautifiilty veined 
maibk^ gems> and feuilu NeAr Lifbcm is a mine 
of salt^petre. The princips^l riven aie the Mui^ 
ho ; the Limia, anciently the celebrated Lethe 4 
the Cavddo ; the Douro ; the Guardiana ; and the 
Tajo or Tagu$, which, was £nned for its goidei^ 
lands. Tl^ last is the largest river in the king* 
dom« Povtugal also contains several lakes and 
necKcinid ^Hinga; aiid natural hot baths are 
fcund in the province of Algarva* . 
: Popery is the onlf religiqn. tolerated im Poiv 
tugal; yet^ a? must be escpected where liberty of 
conscience is denied,, there are. many .concealed 
Jews and heretics even in the higher ranks, 
/among the ecclesiastics as well as the laity* 
The inquisitibn, that eternal disgrace to reason 
and religion^ idgnsi here in full force, though 
it is now x]Aed chiefly 1^ a state engine $ and the 
bunang of those who are condomnc^ by its 
sanguinary tribunals is called an auto de fe^ or 
^ act of fidth.'' The patriarch of Lisbon is 
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generally a cardinal, and a person of the highest 
birth. Indeed, the revenues of several of the 
ecclesiastics ai*e suited to the dignity of princes* 

The language differs only provincially from 
that of Spain ; and both are derived from the 
Latin* The Portuguese is spoken along the coast 
of Africa and Asia as far as China, but with 
an intermixture of many different languages* 
Though there are two universities io Portugal, 
those of Coimbra and Evora, learning is at a 
very low ebb : yet the defect lies not in the 
genius of the people, but in their education. The 
ancestors of the present Portuguese, about the 
middle of the sixteenth century, were possessed 
of more mathematical knowledge than ad) the rest 
of the world ; and Camoens, who was both a 
poet and a voyager, would do honour to any 
•ountry. 

' Lisbon is the capital of Porttigal, and is com* 
puted to * contain 200,000 inhabitants. It suf- 
fered one of the. most dreadful visitations of 
Providence in an earthquake,* on All-saints day 
1755, and to this day has not recovered its 
fbrmer splendour ; yet it makes a delightful and 
superb appearaikce, and» next to Lond(»i and 
Amsterdam, is accounted the finest port in £u* 
rope. Oporto is the second city in the king- 
dom : the chief article of its commerce is 
winB. 

The manufiictures in Portugal are neither 
numerous nor important ; but its foreign trade 
is very considerable, especially mth England, 
which, in return for wine and fruits, sends much 

* See Appendix* 
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iKi(x^en cloth and other articles, great part of 
which is again exported to the distant dependen- 
cies of this country. 

The Portuguese foreign settlements are not 
only of immense value but vastly improveable* 
Brazil, the isles of Cape Verd, Madeira, and the 
Azores, are the principal of these. Goa is their 
chief remaining establishment in the East Indies, 
to which they originally paved the way, at a 
period when they were in the zenith of their 
glory. 

The political constitution of Portugal b an ab- 
6olute hereditary monarchy ; and states or parli- 
aments, which were anciently in use here as well 
as in l^pain, have long since become obsolete* 
The royal titles are, ^^ King of Portugal and the 
Algarves, cm this side and the other side of the 
sea of Africa ; Lord of Guinea, and of the naviga- 
tion, conquests, and commerce of Ethiopia, Ara- 
bia, Persia, Indta^" &c. The heir apparent to the 
crown is styled Prince of Brazil ; and by the fa- 
vour of Pope Benedict XIV. the king has the 
farther title of « His Most F^thful Majesty." 

For the administration of the civil government^ 
there is a council of state ; for military affairs, 
a council of war ; for the finances, a treasury 
court ; and for the distribution of justice, seversd 
high tribunals with a variety of subordinate 
courts.. The cities have their particular magis- 
trates. The juridical proceedings are regulated 
by the Roman law, the royal edicts, the canon 
law, and the papal mandates. 

Business is generally transacted in this country 
in the morning^ and evenings, and noon is the 
time of rest, as is usual in other warm climates* 

There are several gradations of nobility, divii 
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dftd into the high and low; TJie high nobititf 
have the title of dons, ^od are addressed by the 
king himself with the epithet of illustrious i th« 
inferior nihility or. gently are termed hidalgo% 
but'cannot assume the title of don mthout li« 
cencff from the Idng- 

The revenues of the crown are calculated t© 
amount to upwards of 3OO,0OOL sterling, which 
is a vast ' sum to be raised from such a small 
country. Certain it is, that the imposts and 
taxes run excessively high, and the diamonds 
and gold of Brazil, together with vaiious other 
sources of /revenue, .proiduGe considerable sums* 
The suppression of the Jesuits and other religi* 
ous orders and institutions has likewise tended to 
increase the royal income. 

The Portuguese military and naval forces are 
&r from being adequate to the defence of the 
country. Indeed, for a great length of timci 
they have depended chiefly for protection ori 
England, which, from different commercial and 
political connections, is deeply interested in sup» 
porting the independence and integrity of this 
country, for which it has made many important 
aacrifices* * 

There ape several orders of knighthood in 
Portugal ; the principal are the order of Christ } 
tiie oi>der of St. James; the order of Avis; and 
the order of St. John. Contrasted with their 
neighbours the ^aniards, the F^prtuguese are 
considered as inferior both in person and genius; 
They are said to be extremely haughty, treachet 
fous, and crafty ; addicted to avarice ; vindic* 
tivfc, malicious, and cruel. The lower orders 
have a strong propensity to pilfering;. yet it 
must b^ allowed that^ as a^^adon, they have on 



tomf occasions displayed the greatest gene-* 
rosity, and most undaunted bravery* 

The women hare black sparkling eyes, and. 
olive complexions, which they improve by arU 
In conversation they are lively and witty, and 
are said to have a nice sense of honour. When 
they go abroad on foot, they use long veils 
which cover their heads, but leave their £icea 
exposed. Their Uoom lasts but a short timet 
and decay is hastened by the very means thej 
Vesort to, in order to prolong their oharms* 

Portugal, though still a kingdom of very li" 
nuted extent, was originally much smaller. 
Both Spanish and Portuguese historians agreet 
that Don Alonzo, king of Castile and Leon, and 
son to Don Ferdimmd the Great, bestowed his 
daughter Donna Theresa in marriage upon an 
illustrious stranger, named Don Henry, and 
^ve him as her nuptial portion, the frontier 
province which he had conquered fipm the 
M>ors, lying south of the river Minho, with the 
litle of Count. This Don Henry, it appears, was 
the son of Robert I. duke of Biu^gundy, and 
younger brother to Henry I. of France; but 
there is such a discordancy between the earl]^ 
native writers relucting Ike time and the oc* 
casion of this investiture, that we are obliged to 
apply to less partial and prqudiced sources^ 
lor the information we want. 

The hcts seem to be as follow. Don Alemo^ 
justly apprehensive that his success in taking the 
dty of Toledo would draw down on him all the 
Yengeance of the MooRrs,«ent to demand assist* 
ance from Philip I. of France, and the duke of 
Burgundy, whose daughter he had married* 
Both princes acceded to hisitquest ^ and a nu* 

VouXV. B 
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XBcroas bqiy of troOps was speedily collected 
for his assistancey at the head of whom inarched 
. Raymond count of Burgundy, Henry younger 
«bn)ther of Hugh duke of Burgundy, and many. 
Others, of the best warriors of the age* 

_. . Arriving at the court of Don Alonzo, 
. jQg-* they were received with all possible re- 
spect ; and in the course of two years, 
havmg fuUy evinced their courage and conduct, 
the king resolved to bestow his only daughter 
Donna Urraca, then a child, on Raymond count 
of Burgundy, with the province of Galicia ; and 
not'long after, in order to reward Henry of Bur- 
gundy, for his able and faithful services, gave 
him in marriage a natural daughter named 
Donna Theresa, with full sovereignty over the 
district already mentioned. 

The new count Don Henry and his consort 
fixed their residence in the town of Guimaraez, 
supposed to have been built on the site of the 
ancient city of Ajraduca, and pleasantly situated 
on the fertile biuiks of the river Ave. The re- 
mains of an ancient palace hi this place still at- 
ftract the notice both of natives and strangers ; 
and in consequence of Guimaraez having been 
once the capilal, the king Don Denis, granted 
the inhabitants an exemption from taxes, a pri- 
vilege which they still enjoy. 

With the natural ambition of independent na- 
tions, the Portuguese soon turned their views to 
^ enlargement of their dominions ; and, as all 
Christian princes considered victories and con- 
quest^ over the Moors . as doubly meritorious, 
xount Henry is ssud to have performed many va- 
liai^ exploits against this people: but the accounts 
(Bit transactions, at thi8j>eriod and in this quarter. 



Ife so indistinct, rthat bistorieal fideEty ihtinks 
finom the task of reeordihg them* 

It appears, however, that coimt Henry passed 
a life of great activity, and that having at last 
raised the^ siege of Astorga in Leon, he Siere fell 
into a grievous distemper, of which he ^ j^ 
died. His son and successor, Don Alonxo^ ^^j^* 
caused his body to be removed to the ' 
cathedral church of Braga, where it was interred 
with great solemnity, and a splendid monimient 
was four centuries afterwards erected to his me- 
mory* He was a generous, wise, and gallant 
prince, and with his dying bi«ath is said to have 
left three things in charge to his son : first, that 
he should be zealous in promoting and protect 
ing the Christian faith ; secondly, that he should 
con»der his subjects as his children, and govern 
them by equal and impartial laws ; and> thirdlyt 
that he should attend himself to their execudon, 
lest the rich and the great should be tempted to 
tyrannize over the weak and the poor^ from his 
indolence or neglect* 

Don Alonzo was an in&nt at the time of his 
lather's demise ; slnd, during his minority, hm 
mother, assisted by two able ministers, managed 
the affairs of government* For the space of nine 
years, nothing remaiiLable happened under their 
administration; but, after that period, some dif- 
ferences ^rose between the regent and Urraca 
queen of Castile* Theresa insisted that, in con* 
sequence of her Other's will, part of Galicia ap^ 
pertained to her of right ; and to substantiate 
her claims, seized upon tlie episcopal city of 
Tuy. Urraca resisting her demands, raised a 
powerful army, and miux:hing at its head, com- 
pelled Theresa to retire to one q£ her own foc^ 
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might have proved &tal Ur the new $ti^te^ had 
fiot the bishopr of Co0ipo»tella> at this critical 
juncturei deaianded leave to retire with his 
vassals* l|is assistance was so necessary to 
Urraca, and- she was so much provoked at hia 
tergiversadoD) that she threw him into prison* 
This hasty action^ which was dictated only by. 
paamxm^ excited a violent commodon among hee 
own subjects; incmsequence of wfaich^ the Pop* 
tuguese yr&et relieved Bt>m. their sipprehen»ona 
of ^1 attack. 

Theresa^ however^ fell into a samilar ernor b]i 
committing taprison the archbishop of Bmga» 
. heoauae^ witlr the pltidence natunQ to age and 
ezperieno^. he had be^i tardy in supporting hen 
jnietended rights* The.prelate was soon set al 
tiberty by a. papal bull:;, but Doniia Theresaat 
once lost influence and credit by her inju^ciou» 
omduct towanda • him* 

Not long after this afiaii^ queen Urraca< de» 
parted this life^ and all disputes were amicably 
adjusted between Theresa and Don Alohzo 
Raymond, her successor ; but^ when every dis* 
pute which had ever existed between them was 
supposed to be buried in obUvion, the king of 
Castile^ being obliged to march with the 

XX26. ^^^® strength of his dominions against 
his &ther-in4awvthe king of Navarre and 
Arragon, Theresa treacherously re*occupied Tuy ; 
j&om which> however, she was soon driven with 
di^^ce on the king's retito* This was only 
^e prelude to her misfortunes. Her son being 
sow arrived at the age of eighteen, and having 
received an excellent education, was spurred on 
¥y some enemies of his^mother's government, to 
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Tin(£cate his own rights, and convince his peo« 
pie that he was able to defend both them and 
himself. With the impetuosity of youth, he 
fell in with the proposal, assumeid the sovereign 
authority, and in general met with a cheerful 
obedience* His mother'^ party, however, was 
very conuderable, and they were determined- 
to suj^rt her cause with then* swords. Lest 
an accommodation should takie place, which 
would have been &tal to their views) the parti" 
sans of the young prince persuaded him to givo 
instant battle to the regent's forces, over whom 
he gained a signal and complete rictory. The** 
resa, aftter her defeat, took shelter in the caatle 
«f Legonaso, while her principal advisers fled ; 
and' Don Alonzo Enriquez her son, investing^ 
the fortress, obliged her to surrender, and afler* 
warda imprisoned her for Hfe« Sensible of hep 
violent temper, he appears to have been <hiven to 
this extremity by the urgency of his affairs;, but 
he made her confinement easy till the time:oiheP 
death, which happened in less than two years« 

Don Alonzo Enriquez, as; he. i»' called by- 
<ray of ^stinction, having thus attained ^ ^ 
the full and free possession of his heredi- j'^^q^. 
tary dominions, made several unsuccess- * . 
fid attempts on.Galicia, to which his mother 
bad instituted pretensions; but at last he was^ 
glad to. make peace with Alonzo king of Cas* 
tile and Leon,, who had assumed the title o£ 
emperor of the Spains. ■ 

* About this .time, the Moors taking advantage. 
s£ the dissensions among their Christian neigh* 
hours, invaded Portugal with such immense* 
vmies^ that, had not^ a plague bn^e out ixi; 
their camp> it would have been, impossibk t% 
B3 
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renst them. To incveafte ^e constematktt 
and dismay of the Portuguese^ the emperor 
Don Aloiiaso, pasung the frontiers, carried fire 
and sword into their territories. The prince 
of Portugal, however, suff^rised and cut off a 
eonsiderable part of Uie ranperor's army ; but 
this would haye availed him little, had not the 
pope's legate interfered, and accommodated 
all differences between them. A peace was 
therefore concluded ; and all ^places and pri« 
aoQ^rs token cm ei^r side, were mutually Te» 
stored. In gradtude for tiiis service, Don Alon» 
z6 offered a voluntary tribute to the holy see. 

Meanwhile, the progress of the Chrisdan arms 
in l^ain, having reached the ears of Abu All 
Texefien, supreme govenwr of the Moors in 
Bailmry, he ordered Ishmael his fieutenant 
In Spain, to assemble all the forces in the 
aauthem provinces, and to drive the Christians 
beyond the Douro. Idmiael hastened to put 
tfiese orders in execution, and, having received 
considerable reinforcements from Barbary, he 
advanced to the plains of Ourique on the banks 
of the Tayo, where he was met by Don Alonsd 
of Portugal. The commander of the ii^dels 
used every possible precaution to prevent the 
Christians from paswng that river, because he 
was wiMing to secure i^ fiivourable pomtion foii 
his cavalry, in which his strength prindpaOf 
consisted^ to act in foil force* The Portugese 
indeed were veiy inferior in pcnnt of numbers ; 
and lahmael being confident of viclory, broke 
his army into small bodies, and disposed Uiem hi 
such a manner, as might intercept the flight ra» 
titer than sustain the attack of the Christians, in 
omse^moe of this security , die Mpon weer 



tfMBthrow& with proitigious ateughter, and % 
^OHit number takea prisoners. Among the latter 
were 1000 Christians of the sect called Moaear 
labians^ whom Don Alonzo was prevailed on 
Id liberate, together with their wives and chil- 
dren, and to iJJow them settleoMnts in hi» own 
domUuoQs* 

This glorious yictory was achieved on . y. 
the twenty-fifth day of July ; and its ,; JT 
ttioiversary has been celebrated ever 
fiince> to preserve the memory of such a sigad 
interposition of Divine Provicknce) in &vour of 
the Christian arms* 

It was on the pl^ns of Ourique that Don 
Ahmzo Enriquea, after his illustrious actiona» 
was first hailed king of Portugal by his a(4* 
diers. The title he accepted ; and so &r U9ed 
it, as to renounce all dependence <in the crown 
of Spain : but he whely knew how to recoil 
eile monarchical authority with a regard U^ 
his peoide's rights; and therefore was not eager 
to exercise all the power at once^ which ha4 
thus been gratuitously conferred upon hinu 



CHAPTER IL 

JFirom the Battle ef OuriguB to the Reduction ^ 
Portugaby PhUip, Emg of Sfiam. 

1}Y the sigmd defieatof the Moors at thebaU 
*^ tie of Ourique on the frontiers of Algarv^ 
Don Alonzo had opened a free pasnge into 
ksa own dominions. Such waatibe slaughter of 
tfie infidek that the muicts in the vicinity of 
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tiie field of action are smd to haVe carried theif 
waters deeply stained with blood into the Gua^ 
diana. 

Afler thes& transactions, Raymond count of 
Barcelona, and regent of Arragon in right of 
his wife, having proposed to Don Alonzo to 
enter into a league s^nst the emperor, his 
jealousy of that potent prince induced him to 
accede to the plan. 

In consequence of these (engagements, the 
Ung of Portugal entered Galicia with a con- 
mderable f6rce on one side, while his ally Ray- 
mond did the same on the other. The enter- 
prise was well concerted ; but success did not 
favour them. The Portuguese monarch met 
with a severe check in this.expedition, lost some 
of the principal of his nobility, and himself re- 
ceived a dangerous wound. To heighten his 
distress, news was brought him, that tihe Moon 
had invaded his dominions in his absence, which 
determined him to retrace his steps ; but with 
idlthe speed he could use, the strong fortress 
of Leyria fell into the hands of the ehemy^ 
before he could come to its relief. This they 
demolished, and with barbaric fury put all the 
garrison to the sword. The king, however,^, 
took care to have it rebuilt in a much stronger 
form than ever, and placed a powerful garrison 
there, incaseof aseoohdattack. 

The war was carried on with various success^ 

for several years ; but Alonzo at last projecting an 

expedition against Sahtareil, situated about tw£tvt' 

miles from Lisbon, he succeeded in this enter* 

A« D PP^ ' ^^^' ^" consequence, added a con* 

jj . .* siderable tract of country to his former do- 

alinicais, at the same time that he secttceA 



tii6in bf ^e strong natural tenier wlsicb honsA 
ctd his^^nquesjts* 

Enc^nr^ged by the fortunate termination of 
^ia expedition} Don. Alonso determined to 
execute without delay a project which be had 
tong indulged<t Having aaaembled the statea. 
oi his kingdom^ consisting of prelates, nobilityi 
«nd commons^ he caused himself with much 
ceremony to be chosen by the public voice, aa 
he had formerly by the military, king of Por- 
tugal; and received the diadem with general 
acclamatioa from the archbishop of Bragi^ 
In the presence of his people, he renounced all 
dependence on the crown of Spain, declaring 
that if any of his successora i^puld omidescend 
to paf tribuDe, or to do homage to that crown,, 
he was unworthy of holding the sceptre of Por» 
tugtd. 

Next year, the king pushed on his conqueata 
against the Moors, and with a small army laid 
siege; to Lisbon, then lathe haiids of the infidda*. 
Various and contradictory are the accounts whidi 
the Portugu^e historians have left us of tho 
strength of the place at this juncture, and the 
means which Aloneo possess^ to effectuate hia. 
dengn. It is evident, however, that partly froni 
the natural NStrength of the city^ and partly from 
the numerous garrison by which it was defended) 
'the Portuguese, monarch could make httle im* 
pressioQ on it. At length, however, fortune 
threw succours in his way which he could not 
have expected* A fleet of adventurers,, con* 
sisting of French, Englishy Germans, and Fle^i 
mings, in thdr passage to the Holy Land, hap><. 
pened to cast anchor at the mouth of the TaguSf 
The assistance of these he demanded as notal- 
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together foreign to their design of warringf 
with the infidels. Enthusiasm co-operating 
%ith opportunity, made them readily fall into 
his lure; they strained every nerve to evince 
their zeal and to display their courage, at the 
outset of their expedition ; and by their power- 
ful aid, directed by his own wisdom, he carried 
the city that has long been the residence of hi« 
successors. The crusaders being gratified out 
-^ of the plunder found in the place, de- 
^47. parted well satisfied ; and so much repu- 
tation did Alonzo acquire by his con- 
quest, that numbers flocked to his standard, 
and in less than twelve months he reduced 
^any other considerable cities. 

For several years after this exploit, th^ cur- 
rent of fortune flowed uninterruptedly in his 
favour ; and, being in a great measure- free 
from foreign enemies, he settled the internal 
government of his kingdom, had his regal dig- 
nity confirmed by a papal bull of Alexander IIL 
and gradually made himself master of four out 
of the six provinces that now constitute the king- 
dom of Portugal. ^ 

Immediately after his coronation, he had es- 
poused Matilda, daughter of Amadeus, count 
of Maurienne and Savoy, a woman of masculine 
endowments, who assisted him by her counsels, 
and undertook the conduct of affairs, when- 
ever circumstances required his absence. By 
her he had a numerous offspring ; among the 
rest thre^ daughters, the elckst of whom, Ma- 
tilda, was married to the king of Arragon ; the 
second, Urraca, to Ferdinand king of Leon ; 
and the third, Theresa, to Philip ear! of Flanders. 

-Some time after, however^ Alcmzo of Por«. 
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tugal was involved in a dispute with hit 
son-in-law Ferdinand^ and invacBng his do- 
minions, made himself master of two strong 
places in Galicia, in which he put garrisons* 
Elated with this success, next year he inve^ed 
Badajos with a numerous army, on the news 
of which Ferdinand hastened to its relief. Its 
surrender, however, had taken place before he 
could come in sight of it, which irritated Fer- 
dinand so much, that be determined to besiego 
his antagonist in his newly acquired conquest. 
■ Don Alonzo perceiving this, endeavoured to 
frustrate his aims, by drawing out his forces 
into the open field* Though now upwards of 
seventy years of age, he mounted his horse with 
juvenile alacrity, and pushing forward at the 
head of his troops with too great impetuosity^ 
he struck his leg against one of the bolts of the 
city gate with such force, that the bone was 
shattered to [ueces* This accident produced 
inconceivable confusion amonj^ the Portuguese, 
in consequence of which they were ignominious- 
ly beaten,. and their king taken prisoner* 

AlonTO, suffering with pain and mortified 
with disgrace, was ready to anticipate the worst; 
but the king of Leon, his son-in-law, evinced a 
greatness of mind on this occasion that reflects 
a lustre on his name* Towards his unfortunate 
father-in-law he behaved with filial respect and 
affection ; conjured him to lay aside all thoughts 
i>f business, and attend only to. his cure i and) 
in order to enforce his advice, declared that he 
wished nothing more than that every thing 
Updght be reistored to the .same state it was in 
hefore the war, and that in future their peace 
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«ad friendship might be umnt^iropted by Ssoi^ 
or disturbed by jealousies* 

This generosity sensibly affected the aged 
monarch, and he readily acquiesced in the pro- 
posal ; but, impatient under restraint, he set 
out for his own dominbns before his cure was 
completed, and in consequence was Isune for 
the remainder of his life* This, however, did 
not abate his military ardour : his courage tran« 
sported him into the field whenever he was called 
i)y his own glory or the interest of his subjects $ 
and, when actively engaged, he seemed to for* 
get the effects of accident or of s^e. / 

The pretensions of the king of l^on to re« 
ceive the homage of his Portuguese majestf 
for the possession of that kingdom, though they 
had for some time laid dormant, were not ob- 
literated. Toward^ the close of Alonzo's life, 
however, an opportunity seemed to present itself 
of getting totally rid of this unpleasant claim* 
A quarrel arose between the king4>f Leon and 
his nephew, Don Alonzo king of Castile. The 
latter craved the assistance ^ Portugal, which 
was readily acceded ; but Ferdinand receiving 
intelligence that Don Sancho, the king^s eMeilt 
SOD, was advancing towards Ciudad Rodrigoj 
he assembled his troops with amaang celerity^ 
and, falling upon him unexpectedly, gave him 
a total defeat. Understanding, however, that 
Don Sancho though beaten was not hund>ledy 
be sent him a message, {(urporttng that the 
foroes he was 'Collecting would be liiost advaa^ 
tageously employed against the infidels, who 
remained indifferent spectators of the issue of 
thewaiv ' 



This advice was not lost on Don Sancho, who> 
titer making some feints to amuse the enemy ^ 
doddenlf burst into Andalusia, and penetrated as 
&r«s llie suburbs of Seville. The Moors as- 
sembling their troopii endeavoured to cut off fasS 
retread but Sancho having reached a strong 
camp, gave his wearied soldiers a little" time to 
repose, and then drew them out, and offered 
battle. The Moors accepted the challenge, but 
were entirely defeated ; and the prince of Portu- 
gal returned into his paternal domimcms, lades 
with ^ufidev. 

!Mter these transactions, the fortune of the wap 
'presents nothing remarkable on either side for 
some years ; till Joseph, king of Morocco, . jy 
having transported multitudes of men , ^'g^' 
from Barbary, carried all before him, as 
fer as the Tayo. He next appeared before the 
city of Santaren ; but his men being harassed 
imd worn out with reiterated attacks on the placcj 
were in that state &ced by the Portuguese army, 
assisted by Ferdinand of Leon, when the infidels 
were entirely defeated, and their king killed in 
the acti^. This victory once more delivered 
the Portu^iese from fear of an enemy, and the 
king improved the pause, by strengthening his 
frontiers and regulating his internal government* 
While thus em|^yed, Alonzo departed ^ j^ 
this life in the 76th year of his age, and ^235. 
left his kingdom to his son Don Sancho 
I* at that time thirty-one >years old. 

Before Sancho ascended the throne, he was of 
a restless and wariike disposition ; but no sooner 
-did he assume tlie reins of government, than he 
withdrew his attention from conquest, and em- 
jployed every energy of his miad in securing^ 

vqu xy. C 
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beautifying, and enriching bis King^m* Bf 
strenuously pur&uing this pten for a few yearsy 
Jhe gave a new aspect to Portugal^ ^nd procured 
bimself the glorious titk of " The restorer of ci- 
jtiesy and &ther of his country." 
" . j^ A fteet of adventurer89<:hidiy.consi8t« 
1^80.* ™S ^^ Ei^sh, bound for the Holy 
Land, having entered the river Tagus> 
Sancho importuned them to assist him in at- 
tacking the city of Silves in Algarve. Accord- 
ingly, having united forces, the place was easily 
reduced, and the English, rewarded with plun- 
der, pursued their destination. The Moors, 
•however, having again invaded Portugal, the ci- 
ty several times changed masters ; when San- 
cho, sensible of the diiSiculty of retaining it, 
caused it to be demolished. His last enterprise^ 
j^ j^ was the reduction of Elvas ; soon after 
laia.* which he died, with the reputation of be- 
ing one of the most patriotic princes that 
ever swayed the sceptre of Portugal* Though 
rather liberal than avaricious, he left a vast sum 
of money in the treasury. He ^vas interred in 
the cathedral of Coimbra ; and after his body 
had lain 409 years, it was taken, up to be pHaced 
in a new tomb, and found to have sufif(^*ed no 
com^tion. I 

Don Alonzo succeeded his fejther at the age of 
27, and is distinguished in the history of his coion* 
try by the surname of the Fat. His reign pK* 
sents but few memorable events. Its commence- 
ment was popular, but he was soon embroiled in 
&mily feuds, whidi disturbed the tranquillity of 
bis government, till the thunders of the Vatican 
brought all parties to an accommodation. 
It was not long, howeTca*^ before the Ibarct^i 
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calm vras cbanged by an irnipdon of tkie Mbors*^ 
In order to repel them» he arsdled himself of a- 
band of crusaders, cofisisdng of Germans and 
Flemii^s, as his predecessors had formerly done« 
The crosses proceeded by sea to block up Alca«> 
^ar^o-Sal, while the Portuguese army marched 
Either, and invested it by land. The Moor»* 
strained every nerve to save the place : afiirioui^ 
battle was fought, and the infidels experienced 
a complete defeat, with the loss of several^ 
chiefs* The Portuguese writers unanimously 
affirm, that the banner of the cross was seen dis-^ 
^ayed by angels, and ascribe their success to 
divine interposition. The fortress sur- j^ 
tendered, and was bestowed on the order j^^y* 
of St; James* 

No sooner, however, were the Moors driv^it' 
back than civil dissensions broke out in Portugal,* 
which involved equally the clergy and the laity. 
The former were dissdiitisfied that they were taxed 
in common witli the rest of their fellow-subjects 
by royal authority, and appealed to Rome* The 
holy see fblmmat^ an excommunication against 
Alonzo II* and put his kingdom under an inter* 
diet* While matters remained in this confiasion- 
the king died, in the 12th year of his ^ ^ 
reign, and was meanly buried in the con- j^^^ * 
ventual church of Alcotiaf a* 

Sancho II. was only twenty years old at the 
time of Ms ^Uher's demise. He was a prince of. 
a wild disposition ; and, in order to emancipate, 
lumself from the distressel^ which had embitter- 
ed the last years of his father's life, he proposed; 
a reference of aU matters in dispute to the arU- 
tx^on (^ eccksiastica of established- character ; 
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and this being accepted^ all parties wete [satisfi* 
cdy and the interdict taken off. 

Domestic peace being thus restored) the king 
made a tour of his dominions) and regulated 
many things which had fallen into confusion* 
He afterwards turned his arms agsdnst the Moors[, 
and obtained several advantages over them ; but 
becoming once more embroiled with his clergy, 
and through this medium with the domineering 
«ourt of Rome, his kingdom was subjected to a 
second interdict. Not satisfied with this stretch 
of power, which in an enlightened age it seems^ 
wonderful should ever have been submitted tQ» 
the pope proceeded to depose the king of Portu- 
gal, and to appoint his brother Don Alonzo re« 
gent. The queen was also carried off as a pri- 
Boner, and the ill-fated Sancho, after several in*- 
lefTectual attempts to recover his crown, retired 

. _ to Toledo, where he spent the remsdnder 
J * 8 * of his days in acts of penitence and piety. 
He deceased in the twenty-fifth year of 
his reign* 

Don Alonzo IIL now ascended the throne, as 
heir to his brother. He was a prince of preg^ 
nant abilities, but of insatiable ambition. In the 
second year of his reign, he besieged and took 
the city of Faro, then esteemed the capital of the 
Moorish territories, and carrying Louie by 
storm, put every person it contained to the sword, 
and added a considerable tract of land to his dp* 
minions* 

These successful enteiprises rendered him res- 
pected by his neighbours, and dreaded by hi^s 
enemies* Nor was his conduct in civil afiairs 
less firm and judicious : he enacted good laws ; 
he encouraged the good i he restrained the b» 
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centious; and, in a word, was equally dis- 
tingulshed as a warrior and a statesman. 

Tempted by the beauty and fertility of Andar- 
lusia, he conceived the design of despoiling the 
king of Nieblain that province of his small tenv 
tery ; but the Mahometan prince having put 
himself under the protection of Don Alonxo the 
Wiscj king of Castile and Leon, thte latter in- 
quality of ally took the field, and having over-, 
nin the kingdom of Algarve, erected Silves into 
a bishopric The king of Portugal, aware of- 
his danger, claimed the interpositioh of the popey 
which produced an accommodation, and this 
was&rther cemented by Alonzo of Portugal: 
espousing a natural daughter of Alonzo's the^ 
Wise, named Donna Beatrix:, with whom he re- 
ceived back the kingdom of Algarve as a mar*- 
xiage portion, reserving a certain homage. . 

Having a queen, however, though sterile^i 
living at the same time, this match involved his 
Portuguese majesty in many diflBculties* The. 
pope refiised a dispensation, and even put the* 
kingdom under an interdict; but his former, 
queen dying, a dispensation at last was granted* 
and the children by Donna Beatrix were legiti^ 
mated* 

New quarrels, however, brc^e out betweea- 
him and his clergy, whose insolence seems to* 
have biscome intolerable ; but by policy and ad* ' 
dress he surmounted all diflficulties, and . y. 
at last died in peace, in the sixty-ninth j^^^] 
year of his age, leaving hi& dominions 
entire, and his people prosperous* 

Don Denis, his son and successor, sumamed- 
the Liberal anud Father of his country, was only 
nineteen years of age when he mounted the 
C 2 
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throne. He espoused Donna' Isabella; 4;fought^ 
of Pedro king of Arragon, justly reputed the 
most amiable princess in Spain ; and^ notwith* 
standing some disputes between him and his 
mother and brother, as well as renewed misun* 
"derstandings with his clergy, he conducted him* 
•elf so well, that the general affection of his sub* 
jects saved him from all annoyance. Few princes 
^ his age were more learned, uid none shewed 
a warmer patronage to men of erudition. He 
treated an university at Lisbon, and established 
seminaries of learning in all the principal towns 
of his dominions. He passed several excellent 
laws, particularly in regard to ecclesiastical 
property, which, after suj^wrting the proper 
ministers of religion, he justly considered as ft 
fund for the poor, of which the church was only 
the trustees, and therefore discouraged all acci^- 
mulation of wealth in religious communides. 

During this reign, a difference commenced 
with Castile, which subsisted a long time. Fre- 
quent reconciliations to(^ place, but they wer* 
neither lasting nor sincere. A double marriage 
between the two families only seems to have 
produced new feuds ; and to increase the moiw 
tification of Denis, his son Don Alonzo had been 
spurred on by some malecontents to acts nearly 
bordering on rebellion. 

' In this dilemma, recourse was had to the see 
of Rome ; but, in spite of every efibrt on the pari 
,of the king to prevent extremities, Alonzo took 
the field, and though he was defeated and takea 
prisoner, and afterwards treated with gfeat le-> 
nity, this had no effect upon him ; for as sooaas 
lie could retrieve his affairs, he b^;an to commi| 
the most horrid exces^e^ in tb^ ^^imtiy thn>tt^ 



which he passed. Girard, tHshop of Evora, re« 
mcAstrated with him, and threatened him in the 
name of the pope with spiritual censures^ if he 
did not return to his alleg^ce ; but so hr waft 
this from intimidating him, that he barbarousif 
put the prelate to death fior his interfeience* 
At length queen Isabella interposed, and a re- 
oonciUation was effected between the prince and 
his &ther ; but it was far from being sincere on 
the part of the former* Ip short, he appeared in* 
corrigible* When, on a certain occasion, Avet' 
zedo, a gentleman of the bed-chamber, was des« 
canting on the prince's want of duty, and the im- 
policy of ruining a kingdom that would soon be 
his own, he ordered him to leave his presence on 
pain of losing his head ; ^ I do not value my 
head, wr" returned Avezedo, '^ in the king's ser- 
me : the only pain I shall feel in losing it, i» 
fiom the reflection that my master has begotten 
a son capable of such an action." 
' The king finding himself approaching his endy 
immediately sent for his-son, who attended the 
summons with filial regard ; and, after receiving 
much good advice firom his &ther, saw hini 
depart tliis life, in the sixty-fi>urth year ^ 
of his age. No monarch could live jj^^* 
marc beloved, or die more regretted; 
and it is a Portuguese proverb to this day, ^ A^ 
generous as king Denis." He kept a great na^ 
▼al and nulitary force, which protected the trade 
and the property of his subjects fix>m all annoys 
ance. 

Don AkoizoIV. sumamedthe Brave, while 
heir apparent, had done little to merit praise^ but 
much to deserve blame. He entered, however, 
won the discharge of his duty with 9(Hkie appears 
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ance of ^gour, aiMl discarded and even punished 
iiMmy of tbe advisers and partners of his former, 
cnmes. This conduct would have soon rendered . 
htm pc^uJar, had he persevered in it with firm* 
neiBsand prudence; but» though brave and natu*^ 
rsdly sensible^ he was too much swayed by his ca- 
paces> and influenced by his passions* He pro- 
scribed his brother Sanchez as a traitor, but was> 
afterwards reconciled to liim ; he entered into a 
war with Castile, which for several years entsdl*" 
ed misery on both nations ; but the Moors taking 
advantage of the hostilities among the Christi* 
. ^ ans, the latter united their arms against 

' ' the infidels, and gave them a signal de« 
feat in the battle of Celdano« 

The war, however, was carried, on for several- 
years with various success. The Moors made a^ 
descent on Algarve, which they destroyed with 
fire and sword, but at length were obliged to 
retire, and leave the Portuguese dominions ia. 
peace* 

. No sooner, however, was this affair termi-i 
nated, and the kingdom recovering from the 
slsorm, than a new and unexpected hurricane 
arose, which shook the government to its very 
foundations. Don Pedxo, prince of Portugal, 
had liitherto conducted himself with exemplary 
pcUdence and^ bmvery. He was a good son^ 
and a good huabuid to Donna Cbnstantia Ma« 
aoeV by whom he had several children ; but 
happening to fix hi» alfection^on Domia A%n&^ 
de Castro, the daughter of a Castilian gentle* 
man,' who had taken inefiige in the txmrt ci Por- 
togal, his princess, Who it is said peroeived'ity' 
'ff&» melancholy and died. Pedro, there is 
veasonto hope, had not suffered.his passion fop 



Agnes to exceed the bounds ot seatiiflent) be- 
fore lie found himsetf at liberty ; but now he 
gave way to all the transports of love^ privatelf 
married the object of his regard^ and in short 
made it the whole study of his life to please 
her. 

The courtiers, indignant that a stranger and 
an upstart, as they considered Agnes de Castroy 
shoidd monopolize the entire affection of theiF 
prince, and that she should have such influence in 
every thing that related to favour or preferment, 
craftily insinuated to the^king, that this intrigue^ 
which at present only vex^ the royal fiunily, 
might eventually prove the ruin of the state* 

Urged on by these suggestions, and littie sus^ 
pectingthat Agnes de Castro was the lawful 
wife of his son, the king was at last prevailed 
on to order her assassination, when the prince was. 
absent on a hunting match* The wretched 
Donna Agnes- was at the monastery of Santa 
Clara, when the king arrived with the three 
persons who were to be the executioners of his 
vengeance* On hearing of his approach, the 
innocent victim? hastened to meet him, accom» 
panied by her childsen, and, fidling at his feet» 
bathed them with her tears* The spectacle was 
so afiecting, that the king desisted from hisde* 
sign ; but his pernicious counsellors reproach* 
ing him with want of spirit, he gave them com* 
mission to execute the deed of horror* She was 
butchered in the most barbarous manner, amidst 
her shrieking babes, and her body left to be 
meanly buried in^ the monastery where she 
breathed her last* 

. No sooner was the prince informed of this aa,* 
^Tsgeactiop^ tbanioi frantic rage be wasted ail 
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thfc cdiMtry^wifK fire and sw6rd ; and had not 

tMe scfchbbhbp of Braga uiterpos^ and lAode- 

rated hid futy, by the mild counsels of reason, it 

-is ptobable that he might have been 

7^^^; guilty of hom>r$ still greater dian those 

he was bent to revenge* 

' Don Alonzos sehsibltt of his error, studied 

every means in lus pmver to reconcile the prince- 

t6 K^ loss ; but, though he disguised his afflic«*^ 

tfon, the' wounds of the heavt were not to be 

healed, and on the demise 6f his &ther, which 

. J. happened not long after, the first d> 

'' ject of his attention was to honour the 

remains of Agnes de Castro, and ta 
bring her murderers to condign punishment* 
fhey were pot to death with exquisite tortures, 
in the presence of the king him^lf, who on thi» 
oeeasidti, fi>rgetCing what was due . to humanity, t 
insult^d'them in their last moments. The af-; 
fectkmof Don Pedro, however, had notyetdis- 
pliiyed itself as he thought to the fiiU : he caused' 
the children' he had by Agnes to ber leg|:timHtnl^> 
and made the most ample pmvision for every* 
person to whom she had shewn any attachment,^ 
ot'who had peifdrmed her any acceptable sciv 
vice. 

The next great object that Don Pedro* haid in- 
view, was- to reform whatever ws(s amii^s in the 
admiiii^ration or government, throughout his 
dominions. ' He first began with himself, and 
retiring to th^ monastery of Alcbba^a, to which' 
h(^ had removed the dust of Agnes de Castro, he' 
cdnt'emplated the tomb in which he was to lie, 
and reflected on the account he was one day to 
give of his conduct. Thus pteparedj he pur- 
sued Us plan of rdbrmfttion with steadiness and 



and, Mending justice with merely ie{pard«> 

pci^oiis or connections, purged his ki^g** 

f malefactors of every kind* , 

ile Pedro of Portugal was thus labouring 

;rve the character of a goodpii^ce, Pedro 

tile h:ad behaved in such a maimer afs to 

lei^ally hated, and at last was obliged to 

loiter m Portugal. The long, unwilling tp 

e bis subjects in war with Uie Castiliansy 

•d him an asylum, and sent back his 

terj who was to have been espoused to 

Ferdinand of Portugal ; but taking pity on 

tress, granted him a safe conduct into Ga- 

Ahich had not yet declared against him* 

11 aB:er this, his Portuguese majesty &B« 

ito a disease, died at EstremoS) in the forty- 

I li year of his age* His device was a staTy 

ihe words *' Monstrat Iter;" indicating) 

i thoug-hts wei-e more fixed on celestial 

n temporal objects. His subject%when thep 

>_d on the repjglarity he had introduced> 

Lieykn Id last no lon^r than ita 

rpli hat the Romans said of 

ave been better if Don 

jin, or that he had nev^ 

son of the deceased king 

js twenty-seven years old 

. throne. He was courteous 

bountiful, and blessed wiUi 

; but he \mnted steadiness 

levity and caprice were the 

actions^ His court was the 

, and dissipated, and he sooa 

Jie treasures whidi his threie 

jtisaors had b&m. accumulatfag* 



tJib cdrnitry'Witli fire and- swK^rd ; and had not 
tHe at^sHbishbp of Braga uiterpos^ and iiiode« 
rated hid futy, by the mild counsels of reason, it 
_ is probable that he might? have been 
T^^j". goMty of hoitor$ still giieaiter than those 
he was bent to revenge* 
Don ALotiz&y seiisildd of his error, studied 
every means in his power to reconcile the prince 
Wii^ loss ; but, though he disguised his afflic- 
tion, the' wounds of the heart were not to be 
healed, and on the demise 6f his &ther, which 
j^ _ happened not long after, the first ob^ 
1357. i^^ ^^ **^* attention was to honour the* 
remains of Agnes de Castvo, and to 
bring her murderers to condign punishment* 
They were pot to death with exquisite tortures^ 
in the presence of the king himself, who oh thi» 
oceai^i^, fergetting what was due to humanity,! 
insult^d-them in their last moments. The af- 
fection of Don Pedro, however, had not yet dis- 
pHiyed itself as Ke tfa€>iight to the full : he caused/ 
tH^ childl^nhe had by Agnes to he legttimxtody: 
and made the mdSt ample provision for every 
person' to whom ^e had shewn any attac;hmenty> 
ot'who had performed her any acceptable ser^^' 
vice. 

The next great object that Don Pedro hald in- 
view, was- to reform whatever wis amii^s in the 
admini^ratic^n or government, throughout hia 
dominions. • He first began with himself^ and 
retiring to th^ monastery of Alcobaga, to which 
h€ had removed the dust of Agnes de Castro, he- 
cdnt'emplated the tomb in which he was to lie, 
and refiected on the account he was one day tOt 
give of his conducts Thus pi^paredj he pur- 
sued Us [dan of reHMmation with steadiness and ' 



effect ; and, blending justice with mtrcyiVegBiTd* 
less of persons or connections, purged his kiqg^ 
dom of malefactors of every kind. 

While Pedro of Portugal was thus labouring 
to deserve the character of a good prijDce, Pedro 
of Castile had behaved in such a mangier afs to 
be generally hated, and at last was obliged to 
seek shelter in Portugal. The king, unwilUng tp 
involve his subjects in war with the Castilians* 
refused him an asylum, and sent back his 
daughter, who was to have been espoused to 
prince Ferdinand of Portugal ; but taking pity on 
his distress, granted him a safe conduct into Ga« 
licia, which had not yet declared against him* 

Soon after this, his Portuguese majesty fidl« 
ing into .^ disease, died at Estremos, in the forty- 
seventh year of his age* His device was a stfO*) 
with the words ^^Monstrat Iter;" indicating) 
that his thoughts were more fixed on celestial 
.tiian on temporal objects* His subjects, when thef 
^reflected on tii^ regularity he had introduced) 
which they knew would last no longer than its 
author, applied to him what the Homans said of 
Titus^ << That li would have been better if Don 
Pedro had never been bom, oc that he had nev^ 
died." 

Perdinand, the only son of the deceased king 
by his first princess, was twenty*seven years old 
when he ascended the throne* He was courteous 
in his manners, very bountiful, and blessed wkh 
An easy fiow of spirits ; but he wanted steadineAi 
^&nd judgment, and levity and caprice were the 
only dictates of his actions* His court was the 
resort of all the gay and dissipated, and he soon 
squandered a^^ay the treasures whidi his three 
immediate predecesacffsliad beeci accumulate 



WhUt Henry of Castile, who had de&roned 
ifiis brother Pedro, could maintain his authority, 
Ferdinand shewed lum every external mark of 
Inspect ; but when hik fortunes sunk, he affected 
E strict neutrality. No sooner, however, was 
Pedro dead, than he declared zealously in his 
■fiivour, by giving the most opprobrious names 
to his successor Henry, whom he wished to de- 
pose, and to claim Castile as his own right, as 
great g^randson to Don Sancho the Brave. lie 
even proceeded to make war tipon Henry, but 
being out-generalled on ^very occasion, he was 
glad to conclude a pea(te with his Castilian ma- 
jesty, and to promise to cement it, by espousing 
Donna Leonora his daughter. 

This match, however, never took place* He 
4iad seen and became enamoured of Donna Leo- 
iiora de Tellez, wife of a nobleman of one of 
the most distinguished families in Portugal, and 
in spite of every obstacle -made her his queen* 
She was a woman of great address, and 
• ^-j entirely possessed the affections of the 

^' ' king; but in proportion as his passion 
for her every day became more visible, the ge- 
neral hatred of his people rose against her. 
Still, however, she continued to strengthen her 
interest by every possible artifice, and for a dme 
carried all before her. 

On the death of Henry of Castile and the ac- 
cession of his SOB Don Juan, a train of negocia- 
tions took place with the court of Portugal. 
These, however, terminated in a war between the 
two powers, in which Ferdinand was assisted by 
the English, under the command of Edmund 
earl of Cambridge. At last a peace was concluded 
between Portugal and Casdl& at the expence of 
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their allies; and Ferdinand, with his usual incon- 
sistency, offered the king of Castile, lately be- 
come a widower, his daughter the in&nta Donna 
Beatrix, though she had been ali'eady contracted 
to his son«^ Don Juan acceded to the bargain, and 
espoused the prijicess with great pomp, who was 
then only thirteen years of age. 

It is ssdd that Ferdinand, notwithstanding his 
uxoriousness, was at last convinced of the in- 
trigues of his queen, and even of her infidelity 
with the count of Ourem, whom he intended to 
have dispatched ; but &lling into a lingering 
disease, he breathed his last, in the thirty- . ^ 
fourth year of his age. His subjects la- j.*g^/ 
mented his death more than they had ho- 
noured him in his life. 

By treaty, as well as by the king's will, the 
queen was to be regent, and to this disposition 
the magistracy of Lisbon seemed to assent. On 
the other hand, the king of Castile sent am- 
bassadors to demand that his consort Donna 
Beatrix should be proclaimed queen, for which 
orders were accordingly given, but, they were 
executed either with indifference or aver- 
sion. 

Meanwhile, the grand master of Avis, andi 
some other personages of high distinction, in- 
dignant at seeing Portugal likely to become a 
province to Castile, which he thought was likely 
to he effected by the count of Ourem, a native 
of that country, and one who had long been the 
principal &vourite of the queen, determined to 
have this minion taken offl He fell in the very 
apartment adjoining that of 'the queen, whoy 
though overwhelmed with grief and indignation 
for her loss, sent to the grand master to knowy 
Vol. XV." D 
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if he meant to murder her too ; but he assured 
her that her majesty had nothing to fear. 

This catastrophe being rumoured through the 
city of Lisbon, and likewise that the grand 
master was in danger, the whole was bustle and 
alarm. The people zealously dectered them^* 
Selves in favour of the grand master, who seeing 
them secure in his interest, mecQtated to marry 
queen Leonora, as the most likely means to pro* 
long her power and his own. 

The queen rejected the overtures with con- 
tempt, and claimed the protection of Don Juan 
of Castile ; on which the commons, without any 
farther ceremony, proclaimed the ^rand master 
protector of the Portuguese nation, and swore 
never to desert him. 

Soon afte^ Don Juan, attended by his queen, 
the heiress of Portugal, entered Portugal at the 
head of a powerful army, where he caused him- 
self to be pix)claimed king, in right of his wife, 
and took upon him the exercise of various royal 
functions. The queen mother was treated with 
much indifference, and the Portuguese nok^es^ 
who at first had sided with the Castilian, were 
soon disgusted with his distant manners, which 
they contrasted with those of Don Ferdinand, 
much to the disadvantage of the former. 

Meanwhile, the grand master of Avis, from the 
time he assumed the title and office of regent, 
acted with all imaginable prudence and sagacity, 
bestowing the principal places on men of the 
most distinguished virtues, 'and studying to con- 
ciliate the good will of s^U, by the most subtle 
behaviour and the most refined policy. 

Nevertheless, the kingdom of Portugal w«» 
not only split into two factions, but it was actu^ 



allf divided between two rival powers. The 
regent, however, still kept possession o£ Lisboni 
and Don Juan, sensible of the importance of 
carrying that place, at last determined to be- 
!»ege it. WiUi immense preparations he sat 
down before it : the siege was carried on with 
vigour, and generally with success, on the part 
of the Casdlians ; but a pestilential disorder 
breaking out in their camp, the devastation it 
made was so g^at, that Don Juan was glad to 
have recourse to negociation. In this too he 
^led ; and after various turns of fortune, was 
obUg^d to retire into his own dominions. A 
crown, however, was too splendid a prize to be 
given up without a severe contest; and the states 
of Portugal, perceiving that their country would 
soon be ruined and depopulated, did they 
not interfere to put an end to the dissensions 
which agitated it, after a long and impartial de* 
iHseration, agreed to elevate to the throne Don 
Juan, grand master of Avis, and brother to 
the deceased king, who had executed the of- 
fice of regent witi^ the general applause of his 
party. 

By this detemunation, not only the claims of 
the king of Castile were set aside, but. also those 
which numbers wished to urge in favour of Don 
Juan, son of Agnes de Castro. The principal 
nobility imi^ediately niade a tender of their ser« 
vices to the new elected king, and thus an end 
was put to the interregnum, which had lasted 
eighteen months, and in its unhappy consequen* 
ces had deluged the country with blood, and rent 
the nation into factions. 

King John I. of Portu^, as we shall.^w 
call him, in order to distinguish him from Don, 
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Juan of Castile, assumed the reins of govern- 
ment with the general good will of his subjects, 
but under circumstances of peculiar difficulty,- 
from the ruined and agitated state of his king- 
dom* The king of Castile, so iar from ac- 
quiescing in the decision of the states of Por- 
tugal, made haste to invade that country with 
an army of thirty thousand men. His resolu- 
tion was to ruin and destroy all before him, to 
drive the master of Avis, as he styled him, into 
Lisbon, and not to depart from that city till it 
had owned him for its sovereign. In ptirsuance 
of this barbarous scheme, several pkces were 
taken and sacked, while king John was obliged 
to remain inactive, on account of the smallness 
of his army, and to be a tame spectator of the 
mischief that was done* One reason for this 
passive conduct was, that he expected succour 
from England; but being irritated beyond for- 
bearance, he at last ventured an engagement 
with the forces which he had ; and, notwith- 
standing the superiority of the enemy, obtained 
a complete victory. In this decidve action, 

which took place on the plain of Aljuba- 
13BJ.' ^^' ^^^ Castilians lost ten thousand 

men ; and all their former conquests im- 
mediately surrendered* Not satisfied with this, 
the king of Portugal made an irruption into Cas- 
tile, where he had the good fortune to defeat the 
grand master of the order of St* James, who 
was killed on the spot, and then returned, cover- 
ed with glory, into his own dominions* This 
campaign fixed the fate of Portugal, and firmly 
established John on his throne^ The Castilians 
were glad to accept a truce of three years, which 
Ikefore the expiration of that period was im,- 
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proved into a lasting peace, by the death of Don 
Juan, who left no issue by his queen Donna Bea- 
trix ; and thus every pretext for making war 
with Portugal ceased. 

But though a pacification took i^ace between 
the two powers, as neighbour and rivals, fre- 
quent misunderstandings arose, which some- 
times produced a partial war&re, of no great 
consequence in its events to either. John in a 
short time became not only the object of fear^ 
but also of respect to his enemies ; while the ea- 
sy freedom of his behaviour and the complacen* 
cy of his manners endeared him to his own sub- 
jects* Having once been a private person, he 
never forgot those with whom he had formed an 
early acquaintance : he received and paid visits, 
without the least form or ceremony $ and such 
was his humility, that after an audience he would 
attend the party, when retiring, to the door of 
the apartment*. 

To the poor he was extremely generous, and 
to all he was just; but with all his condescension, 
he knew how to* make himself respected, and 
even dreaded, when occasion required* He suf- 
feted neither rank .nor fortune to bias him : the 
reign of the laws he maintained with inflexible 
seal ; and allowed no. claims to preferment, save 
virtue and ability* He used to say, that conver- 
sation, as it was the cheapest, so it was the most 
improving of all amusements. He had a taste 
for letters'; and he rendered it fashionable amcmg 
his courtiers, by Mis own example* 

John had married the English princess Philip- 
pa, daughter of the duke of Lancaster, who 
bcMe him several chSdren* The affection she ^ 
D3 
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cntertidned for him was so strong, that whoi he 
detennined to undertake an expedition against 
the Moors in Barbaiy, which be was t6 com* 
mand in person, she was so ccMicemed at the 
. ^ thoughts of his absence, that she died tji 
1414. S"^^ before his departure* This blow, 
which he wished to avert when it was 
too late, afifected the king and his whole court 
most severely ; but, in order to fulfil his engage- 
ments with other princes, and to dissipate his 
sorrow, he soon after set out, and landed on the 
coast of Barbarf* Success attended his steps t 
the city of Ceuta fell almost at the first attack ; 
but scarcely had John withdrawn from that place, 
before the powers of Barbary formed a league 
for its recovery. The young princes of Portu- 
gal, who were entrusted with the command of 
ail army to repel this aggression, behaved with 
abundant prudence and valour, and gave the 
infidels several severe defeats ; but so much im- 
portance did they attach to the regaining of 
Ceuta, and John to the keeping of it, that the 
latter was obliged to strengthen and enlarge the 
fortifications, jand to keep a formidable army on 
foot, in order to check the advances of the 
Moors* 

Nor was John only fortunate in war, but also 
superiatively happy in his fomily* He had se- 
veral sons whom he had educated with the great- 
est care, and who repcdd his paternal regard to 
their wel&re by the most dutiful conduct and 
^e utmost zeal to serve him* It was his 
son Henry, duke of Viseo, who commenced 
those discoveries, which proved in the event so 
beneficial not only to Portugal but to Euro^ 
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It was he who encouraged the settling and ,im*. 
provement of Madeira, which still forms such a 
Taluable appendage to the Lusitanian crown* 

After arriving at a good^old age, he felt the 
Symptoms of decline, which, however, he con- 
cealed as much as possible ; but employed him«f 
self like a wise man, in making preparation for 
what he knew by the laWs of nature was inevita- 
ble* He married Edward, his heir apparent, to 
Leonora, daughter of the king of Arragon ^ next 
year he gave his daughter Donna Isa- . jy 
bella to Philip II. duke of Burgundy ; ,^^g/ 
and it was at the solemnization of this 
marriage, that the illustrious order of the Golden 
Fleece was instituted. The rest of his &mily he 
disposed of eligibly ; and, sensible of the ap* 
proach of death, he summoned his children 
round him, and after giving them the most ex- 
cellent advice, submitted to &te, in a j^ 
the seventy-sixth year of his age, uni- j^^,/ 
versally regretted both by his inime- 
diate connections and his people. 

Edward was immediately proclaimed, king on 
his fether's death, and received the homage of 
the princes of the blood and the nobility then at 
court ; but the plague raging at Lisbon, he 
withdrew to Cintra, where he spent some dm^ 
apparently engaged in rural diversions, but 
(danninglaws andregi^ticms for the benefit of 
his subjects. 

Eager to signalize his reign, by extending his 
.conquests in Barbary, he undertook an expe- 
dition against Tangier; but the event proved 
very unfortunate. The Portuguese were so 
hemmed in by the Moors, that they were glad 
to offer to deliver up Ceuta as a ransom for their 
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detiverance, and the late king's son Don Ferdi- 
nand ^as left as a hostage for the performance 
of the treaty. With the greatest cruelty and 
injustide, however, the prince was abandoned to 
the mercy of the Moors ; for neither the king 
nor the coancil would consent to surrender the 
place* Many preparations indeed were made 
fo^ recovering llie prince by force of arms ; but 
before any thing could be accomplished, the king 
^ died of the plague, in the forty-seventh 
14^8 year of hts age, after having reigned 
* five years. He is allowed to have been 
a prudent, religious, and learned prince* He 
spoke Latin fluently, and wrote it elegantly. By 
his will he appointed the queen Doiina Leonora 
rQgent^ during the minority of his son. He 
likewise directed^ that all the money he had 
saved should be pud for the ransom of his bro» 
ther Ferdinand,* and i(i case it should not be 
accepted as an eqmvalent, that Ceuta should be 
restored to the Moors. 

Notwithstanding this disposition, however^ 
the states thought proper to appoint the in&nt 
Don Pedro, duke of Coimbra, regent, till Alonso 
V. should come of proper age; and the queen, 
obseilriiig the aversion which they had to be 
governed by a womdn and a Castilian, wasobh 
liged to acquissce in their decision. 

The administration of Don Pedro \yas mikl 
and just, and gave general satisfaction. By the 
consent of the states, he contracted his daughter 
to the young king ; and soon after^ the queen 

•*rhis ill-fated prince died, howcVcr, in captivity, and 
his chaplain, who was the companion, wrote also the 
iiistarx^ of k» imprifonmcnt. 



PORTUGAL. • S9 

mother, who had been projecting her reinstate- 
ment in power, was taken off by the viDany of 
an ambitious minister, though without the know- 
ledge or connivance of the regent, whose sole , 
aim was the public good, and therefore did not 
stand in need of intrigues to support the station 
to which he was raised* 

Alonzo V. afterwards sumamed the Afncan, 
for his heroic exploits, at fourteen, when he be- 
came major, according to the custom of Por- 
tugal, was the finest youth of his age, and had 
been educated in a manner suitable to his high 
rank* In the cortes or parliament which had 
been assembled for that purpose, the regent Itud 
down his ofHce ; and humbly craved pardon of 
all for any error of which he might have been 
unintentionally guilty. Alonzo, with affability 
and good sense beyond his years, craved the 
continued advice of Don Pedro, which was 
readily accorded, but which laid the foundation 
of misery and ruin to that able but unfortunate 
prince* 

His enemies^ at the head of whom was his bro- 
ther, envious at seeing him equally the favourite 
of the king and the people, by the bwisest and most ^ 
insidious practices wrought upon Alonzo*s mind, 
to suspect his honour and the purity of his views- 
He was accused and calumniated in the grossest 
manner, even in the king's presence: but to 
which his majesty for a time lent a deaf ear. 
Don Pedro, however, thinking that retirement 
from court would pacify his detractors, with- 
drew ; but no sooner did his enemies perceive 
that they had gained this point, than they re- 
newed their invectives, and reduced him to such 
extremities^ that he w»^ forced to arm in his owa 
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defence. He was now proclaimed a rebel ; his 
adherents were attainted; and he fell himself 
with many of his friends in an action purely de- 
fensive* 

Alonzo was soon undeceived ; but repentance 
came too late. That justice,, however, which 
had been dented to the duke of Coimbm while 
living, was now pmd to his memory when 
dead» The king Iwnoured his remains, and or- 
dered them to be deposited in the same tomb 
which was destined to receive his own. - 

The plians of discovery, which the genius and 
tiSBl (of Don Henry, his uncle, had set on ,foot> 
Were sedulously pursued by Alonzo, and con* 
siderabJe advantages derived from an acquaint- 
ance with the Gold Coast The Castilians be- 
came jealous of this success, and pretended. to 
have a prior right to th^ discoveries which had 
produced it ; but the in&nta Donna, JpannEi pf 
Portugal having been espoused to Henry IV^ 
king of Castile, the .bu$iness dropped for the 
present* 

^ P Not long after the que^n departed 
j' ' this life in the flower of her age, not 
without strong suspicions of being poiN 
soned by the enemies of her father. The whok 
Ration went into mourning. on this occasion,^ 
and tjie king gave an unequivocal proof of the 
sincerity of his regard, by ever afterwards re- 
fraining from any commerce with the se^c. 

j\s well to gratify his ambition as to soothe 
his melancholy, Alonzo now i^dertook an ex*- 
pedition against the Moors, in. which he met 
with considerable success at the outset; and> 
after displaying the utmost bravery on a variety, 
•f occasions, by dint of perseverance, he at last 
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obtained possession of Tangier, hitherto deem:- 
ed impregnable, and which had been a principai 
object in his long protracted warfare with the 
infidels. 

Alonzo returned laden with glory, and ac- 
quired the lofty title of the African* He nexl 
determined to support his sister's pretensions to 
the crbwn of Castile against Ferdinand and Isa^ 
bella ; but in this he failed, bbth ^^ & a t) 
warrior and a politician ; and at last a iaj/ 
peace was concluded between the two 
powers* , 

Donna Joanna, his sister, for whom he had 
contended with such ill success, took the veity 
and Alonzo himself was inclined to leave his son 
Don John the throne, and retire to a convents 
Arriving at Cintra, however, he was seized with 
the plague, which at that time was ^ • 
desolating his dominions, and fell a naar- j^gj * 
tyr to it, in the forty-ninth year of his 
age. 

As he lived universally beloved, so his death 
was deeply lamented by his people, notwith- 
standing the high promise which his successor 
John II. had already ^ven of being an able and 
upright prince. At this time he was twenty^- 
seven years old, and he began his reign with 
shewing his filial regard, by ordering a splendid 
funeral for his father, and executing his will witk 
the utmost exactness. 

A person, with whom he had been very inti- 
mate in his youth, presenting him a written pro- 
mise of being made a count when he should ar- 
rive at the sovereignty, John, gravely looking oa 
the paper, tore it, and said, ^< I shall forget thert 
was such a paper." « Such," added he, " as cor- 
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nipt the minds of young princes, and by be- 
coming the instruments of their pleasure, ex- 
tract from them promises that ought not to be 
performed, may think themselves happy if they 
escape punishment." 

Soon after his accession, he called an assem- 
bly of the states, in which he received the 
homs^ of the principal nobility and ma^s- 
trates. He caused many excellent laws to be 
enacted, and sent commissioners to see them 
carried into execution. He rewarded libei-ally, 
he punished severely, and reprimanded sharply. 
In his endeavours to check the domineering 
power of his nobles, he met with much resist- 
ance ; but, unawed by their combinations, he 
caused the duke of Bragan^a, the husband of 
the queen's sister, to be beheaded ; because, in 
violation of his allegiance, he had put himself 
under the protection of the kings of Castile and 
Arragon. His liege sovereign had, however, 
previously given warning ; but this being disre- 
garded, John ^vas not of a disposition to hesitate 
between expedients* The example of this pun- 
ishment operated a$ a terror to others, though it 
did not prfevent secret cabals. The young duke 
of Viscu, the queen's brother, put himself at 
the head of a conspiracy. Apprised of his trea- 
son, the king sent for him, and asked, ^ What 
would you do to a man who wished to take away 
your life ?" Viseu replied, " I would endeavour 
to be beforehand with him, by killing him if I 
could." " Die then by your own sentence," said 
the king, and immediately plunged a dagger in- 
to his breast. When he fell, John, with ironi- 
cal severity, bade him hasten to the duke of 



Biagtngay and tell him the issue of his amtn^ 
Tancesy and ijie fate of his fellow traitors. A 
pnxfigious tumult followed this affair ; but the 
king avowed the reasons of his conduct, and ex- 
ecuted exemplary punishment on all the^accona* 
plicesin this plot. . Some were strangled, aiid 
others thrown into cisterns, where their bodies 
becasae the prey of venhine* 

This wholesoihe severity, which could only 
be justified from tist high provocation that ex* 
dted ity quieted the tuii>ulent nobles ; and the 
&ture reign of John was blessed with domestic 
peace* 

Historians have preserved many actions and 
expressions of this monarch which deserve to be 
perpetuated* One of his judges, a man of ta- 
lents, but inaccessible without a bribe, was re- 
primanded in the following terms : " Take care j 
I know that you keep your hands open, and 
your doors shut." The kingdom of Congo,* on 
the coast of Africa, having been cfiscovened in 
his time, some navigators complained to him 
that the inhabitants would not acquaint them 
with the situation of their mines* With great 
wisdom and justice John relied : ^ Do not in- 
quire, ti*eat them kindly ; trade with them ac- 
cording to the rules of equity ; carry them such 
things as they are fi»d of, and you will have the 
produce of their mines, without the labour of 
digging." 

This {nince was well acquainted with the im- 

* The Portuguese discoveries were rather the effect of 
eradiial advances and perseyeriilg industry than of one 
bold and concerted plan. The doubling the Cape of Good 
Hope by Di Gama alotie displays a daring and originul 

"voL* XV, E 
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portonce of a person of his rank being exact 
in the observance of usages* Some of his most 
confidential fiiends one day represented to him, 
that a certain formality to which he had sub- 
jected himself) \¥as a mere trifle. ^^ Call it not a 
trifle," said he ; <^ my example is always of con- 
sequence." 

In regard to Castile, he acted with consum- 
mate prudence, and brought about a marriage 
between the daughter of Ferdinand and Isa- 
bella, and his son, the prince of Portugal. The 
nuptials were celebrated with great pomp in the 

, J. city of Evora ; but it was not long be- 

1400. ^^ ^® rejoicings which took place on 
this occasion, were converted to the 
deepest mourning. In ric^ng a race with juve- 
nile impetuosity, the prince's horse fell, and 
bruised him so dreadfully, that he lived only 
till next day, when he expired in great agony. 
This melancholy accident happened in the sight 
of his parents and consort, and threw the whole 
court into the extremes of melancholy. The 
king actually shut himself up for a time ; but a. 
natural son of his, named George, being intro- 
duced to him by the advice of his physicians, to 
amuse his dejection, he soon conceived such a 
strong affection for him, that he wished, as he 
had no legitimate heir, to leave him his crown. 
This the states steadily opposed ; and, at last, 
he was obliged to nominate the duke of Beja, 
who was, in £ict, the nearest legal heir, and 
who afterwards reigned, under the name of 
Emanuel. 

The king falling into an incurable disorder, 
supposed to be the effects of slow poison, and 
finding his dissolution approaching, employed 
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ftH his remaining strength in arranging the af* 
feirs of his kingdom. When urged" by the am- 
bassador of Ferdinand to join the league with 
Italy, in which so many princes were engaged, 
he said, ^ I am as ambitious as any of them, 
but my ambi^on is of another kind : I yvish to 
be a great king, but the only way to become so, 
m my opinion, is to make my people a great 
nation. For this reason, in the vigour of my 
life, I never entered into any of these alliances, 
and I shall not do it in my decline." 

With these patriotic jsentiments he . ^ 
expired, in the fortieth year of his age, ^^05. 
admired and adored by the common 
people, and respected by the nobles. In his 
reign, Columbus had discovered a new conti- 
nent, and he died when Vasquez di Gama was 
<m the point of sailing on the voyage which 
opened a passage to the east. 

Don Emanuel was twenty-six years old when 
he came to the crown : he was agreeable in 
person, courteous in his behaviour, and univer- 
sally beloved for his generosity, even when in 
a private condition. He has- been called For- 
T UK ATE for three reasons, and justly so. He 
attained to the throne, though a remote branch 
of the royal ^mily, being only great-grandson 
of AlphonzoF V. ; he succeeded in almost every 
thii^ he undertook, or if he failed, such a high 
o]^nion was entertained of his abilities, that no 
blame was imputed to him : a third happiness, 
and the greatest of all, his predecessor had 
humbled the nobility, but Emanuel found them, 
sufficiently tractable to be enabled to restore 
them to their former consequence. 

The mildness of his disposition and the gene-- 
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rosity of fats character induced him to pmtect 
(he Jews, whom his subjects iU-treated ; but 
the Portuguese, no longer able to oppress these 
unfortunate people, now required, with a tone of 
some authority, that they should be expelled. 
This was the only occasion on which Emanuel 
experienced the opposition of his subjects, in aik 
affair contrary to his feelings and his better 
judgment. 
^ j^ In the second year of hh reign, Di 

'y' Gama discovered the passage to the 
East Indies by the Cape of Good 
Hope* The enterprising spirit of the Portm 
guese, first roused into action by prince Henry, 
as ialready noticed, had prompted them to un<- 
dertake numerous voyages along the coast ot" 
Africa ; and, though they seem to have besea 
slow and timid in their operations, they gra^ 
dually became emboldened by success, ai»d 
stretched far beyond the boundary of ancient 
navigation in that quarter* When they found 
within the torrid zone, which had long been 
supposed uninhabitabie, fertile countries jand 
populous nations, they conceived the idea, that 
by pursuing the trendings of the coast they 
should eventually reach India* 

Full of this grand project, Di Gama, an 
officer of rank and abilides equal to the vast 
undertaking, sailed from the Tagus with a 
small squadron* Unacquainted with the proper 
season and route c^ navigation in that immense 
pcean .through which he had to steer his course^ 
Ms voyage was long and dangerous* At length, 
however, he was fortunate enough to double 
that cape, which had proved the ne filus ultra of 
his countrymen's attempts^ the constant object 
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of their terror and their hope* From thence 
he proceeded along the south-east coast of 
Africa, till he arrived at Melinda, where he 
had the satis&ction to find a people far ad- 
vanced in civilization, and engaged in active 
commerce with remote countries of Asia* Con- 
ducted by their pilots, he sailed across the In- 
dian ocean, and landed at Calicut, on the coast 
of Malabar, May 22, 1498, exactly ten months 
and two days after his departure from the port 
of Lisbon* 

Di Gama conducted himself with amazing 
prudence and resolution in his intercourse with 
the natives, and, lading his ships with many 
rich productions of the cast, returned to Por- 
tugal, where he was received with every testi- 
mony of gratitude and respect by the king and 
the nation* 

On the first intelligence of Di Gama's suc- 
cessful voyage, the Venetians, who had hither- 
to monopolized the trade of the east, with the 
quick-sighted discernment of merchants, fore- 
saw the ruin of their commerce, without the 
{Possibility of either preventing or retarding the 
expected crisis. 

The Portuguese, on the other hand, were 
elated with thdr good fortune, and entered on 
the hew career that was opened to their activity, 
with a vigour, commercial and military, beyond 
what might have beea expected from their nar- 
row limits and resources. Emanuel, however, 
was intelligent and bold ; he was capable of 
forming plans of the greatest magnitude with 
^calm systematic wisdom, and ofeexecuting them 
with unremitting perseverance. He selected the 
most able officers to carry, his pre-concerted 
E 2 
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measures into effect ; and, in Httle more than 
twenty years from the first discovery of the In- 
dies, the Portuguese had made extensive settle- 
ments along the coast, and in a great measure 
diverted the oriental trade from its long accus- 
tomed channel. 

Not satisfied with ^s ascendant, which they 
had acquired in India by their good fortune and 
address, they early formed a scheme, more po- 
ntic than liberal, of excluding all . other nations 
from a participation in the advantages of a 
commerce with the east, and they partially ac- 
comj^ished what their ambition haid planned. 

In consequence of this, the rankUngs of jea- 
lousy and envy, which the Venetians had natu- 
i»lly indulged, now broke out into ov^t acts. 
By their instigation, the sultan of thd Mame^ 
lucks fitted out a powerful fleet in the Red Sea, 
with a design of attacking the Portuguese, and 
recovering those advantages of which they iiad 
deprived him as well as hb allies. The Lusitar 
mans, however, met this formidable squadroii 
with undaunted courage, and totally defeated^ 
it. After this, they continued thdr progress 
without interruption, and established a commep- 
^al empire, which till that thne had no parallel 
in the history of nations. £manuel, who laid 
^e foundation of thjs mighty fisibric, had the 
fcdicity to see it almost completed; and, besides 
-this splendid appendage of his crown, he added 
the important province of Brazil to his domL- 
iBons. 

The Portuguese monarch, indeed, was too 
wise to engage in any enterprise that did not 
{iromise interest as well as glory. He lived on 
food terms ^vith his neighbours, and confiined 



hiA ivttrs lo die coaat of A&*ica ; for llis qoi»- 
^ueatsy both ki the east ^d the weot, flo^rcelf 
(deservcid the appeUati^ oi ^lilitf^iy afifoivs. No 
Jung ever dis^yed more inagmfioenoe ; afid, 
fi^m the discoveries he had o^ade^ wd the coor 
4ieqiient influx of wealth uito his dominions) fenr 
^ere better able to indulge in ex|)eDSLve parade* 
Poreigners were struck with the splendour of his 
embassies ; and magnificent colleges^ churchesy 
l^alaces, and hospits^s, which weredaity rising 
throughout his kingdom, attested to hi^ peoj^e 
ijie liberal spirit of their sovereign^ and the ha{H 
piness of his government* 

Under this reign, however, the plague made 
its appearance, as it had done frequentljr before ; 
yet ^mine neyer approached the coasts of Portu- 
-gal, ^ough it wasted the strength of Afrioa, to 
wbdch the compassionate Emanuel stretched out 
the hand of assistance. 

After having achieved sudi great things, and 
arrived at the summit ctf human gtory, the king 
<tf Portugal, smit with the mania of the tiroes, 
had formed a design of abdicating the throne, 
floid retiring to a convent* Observing, however, 
that his son was likely to tarnish idxe honour 
lie had acquired by a premature elevation to so- 
vereign power, he cimnged his design, and de» 
dicateid his time as before to the service of his 
country, though he never appeared so happy, 
or in such an amiable point of vietv, as when 
surrounded by his fomily, with whom he spent 
his leisure in the sweetest endearments of do- 
mestic society. 

Such was the exalted character of Emanuel, 
that some will not allow he had any faults, but on*- 
iy virtues-canied to.excess ; and from an impart 
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tial estimate of his conduct, it must be omfess* 
ed, that few g;reater or better men have appear* 
ed on the stage of life* Attached to the liberal 
arts, he shewed the greatest deference to learn- 
ed men while alive, and mourned their loss 
with unaffected sorrow* In many of the scien- 
ces he excelled, and in all the little arts that 
embellish life, and render us happy and beloved, 
he had no equals* The last and the most glori- 
ous tndt in his character, which we shall men- 
tion, is the compliment that has been paid him 
^f banishing poverty and distress from his domi- 
nions* 
.J. An epidemic fever, which terminated 
i^'^jj " in a mortal disease, carried off this pa- 
triot king at the age of fifty-three, at a 
time Mdien his subjects were congratulating 
themselves, from a consideration of his uniform 
temperance and the soundness of his constitu- 
tion, that his reign was likely to be protracted to 
the utmost limits of human duration* 

His son and successor John III* inherited 
many of the noble qualities of his father, and 
particularly his discernment in the choice oi 
ministers* One of them, named Don Antonioy 
from the subsequent anecdote which is recorded 
of him, seems to have deserved his confidence* 
The lord of Azambuja, descended from one of 
the oldest families in Portugal, by the derange- 
ment of his affairs, in consequence of his ex- 
pences in the king's service, was reduced to the 
necessity of offering his lands for sale* ^' They 
lie adjacent to you," said the king to Antonio ; 
** you will do well to purchase them*" " Your 
majesty," replied the minister, *< will do better 
if you enable the proprietor to keep them ; for 



he and his ancestors have been i^ined only bf 
the services which they have rendered to the 
crown/' Joiin listened to thismonitiGn) and, by 
a generous action, prevented the £dl of an illus- 
trious ^rnily. 

If this prince, however, who certainly was not 
deficient in judgment or goodness, did not estab- 
Esh the inquisition, he at least suffered it to a»- 
sume a power under which the Portuguese have 
long groaned* No doubt, he imagined that he 
was Uiking the mpst effectual means to reform 
the morals of his people, by purifying Christia- 
nity among them ; but, in &ct, he made only 
hypocrites, who are unquestionably worse than 
heretics or even infidels* The latter, it is to be 
hoped, may some time or oth^ c^n their eyes 
to the conviction of immutable and divine truth } 
but the fi>rmer are without principle, and there* 
&re i^tc^wble of vefonnation* 

During the re%n of John III* Solyman the 
Magnificent, the most enlightened monarch of 
the Ottoman raice, jealous of the rising power 
and opulence of the Portuguese in die east, and 
eager to supplant them, ordered the bashaw <tf 
Egypt U> employ his whole Ibroe against the 
Christians in tlmt quarter. Accordingly, the 
bashaw sailed down the Red Sea with an Hm* 
mense armament ; but so well w«re the Portu- 
guese prepared for his reception, that he expe- 
rienced noticing, 'except defeat and disgrace* In 
Africa, likewise, the kibg of Fez was baffled be- 
fore the town of Safi ; and4he infidels quaorrel- 
Hng one with another,. finsusfaed a plausHde op- 
portunity- for attacking lihe^i in afi Erections » 
but John wisely sadsfied himself with securing 
what Jie had -atest^ ^gained 4m that contmeiity 
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and with repelling aggression, when any one 
was weak enough to contend with him* 

At home he strenuously exerted himself in 
reconciling differences among lus nobility, and 
establishing wholesome regulations respecting 
precedency, some of which subsist at this day. 
He had, indeed, formed several great designs, 
which were almost ripe for execution, when he 
was suddenly called from a temporal to an eter- 

. j^ nal state* He had previously the misery 
I * - ' to behold the scythe of death extended 
' over his family, and mowing down, with- 
out distinction, both old and young of both sexes. 
He left only one son, Sebastian IH. an infimt 
about three years of age. 

The regency, during the minority of this 
child, was committed to the hands of his grand- 
mother, who behaved with great pmdence and 
circ^mspection ; but the Moors, supposing that 
they might easily dispossess the Portuguese of 
their African possessions under a female govern- 
ment, took the field with an army of 80,000 
men : the queen regent sent, however, such 
speedy succours, and promised such ample re- 
wards to those who distinguished themselves, 
that the enemy were obliged to abandon the en- 
terprise. This success for a time supported her 
authority ; but, finding the people generally dis- 
aSected to her as a woman and a Castilian, she 
voluntarily surrendered her power into the hands 
of cardinal Don Henry, the young king's uncle* 
By him Don Alexius de Meneses was appointed 
governor, and Gonsales de iGomera, with two 
other priests, preceptors to Sebastian* These 
inculcated principles which totally destroyed the 
hopes which it was their duty to have realized* 
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IBb governor was cohtinuallf impressing on his 
tender mind, that coun^ was the chief virtue 
of a king, and that danger was to be desjused 
where glory was the object in view. The 
priestS) on Uie o&er hand, instead of instructing 
him in true religion, only inspired him with an 
abhorrence of heretics and infidels ; and, in con* 
sequence of this preposterous plan of instruction, 
he became rash, inconsiderate, and obstinate, a 
bigot, and a &natic ; all which odious qualities 
united, eventually involved both himself and his 
kingdom in ruin. 

No sooner Was he emancipated from the tram- 
mels of education, than he was inflamed with a. 
desire of giving proofe of his intrepidity, and of 
his implacable hatred to Mahometanism. It was 
this fatal enthusiasm which hurried him into an 
ill-concerted expedition against the Moors on the 
coast of Africa, notwidistanding the entrea- 
ties of his most prudent counsellors, and the re- 
monstrances of several foreign princes, who 
kindly interested themselves in his welfare. 

Sebastian was deaf to the voice of reason and 
the expostulations of friendship. The queen di- 
ed of grief on account of her grandson's obsti- 
nate impetuouty ; and Don Hepry, to whose 
misconduct in his education this madness had 
been wholly owing, retired in despair to his see. 
The nobility, whose talents had been matured by 
engp and experience, declined to attend in coun- 
cil, lest they should seem to sanction by their 
presence, a crisis which they could not avert. 
His very ambassadors wrote to him in the name 
of the princes at whose courts they resided, but 
nothing could dissuade him from his projected 
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eDteipriae; The dt&ss of - MBseareginQ^ wh« 
had reaped so many laurels in Bldiay added att 
the weigiit of his high chargicter to dutifol etii^ 
treaties to desist ; but, instead of fistening to faia 
suggestions, Sebsotiaiiy joining dbrisioni to iiiaidt, 
called ff council of physcians^ who^ in order 
to gratify their soTeiiBign's foHy, were induced- 
to declare^ in consequene^ of the prudent ad^ 
^ce of Mascaregnas, that courage naturally 
diminished with increase of years, and that it 
was nothing unusual to see a man who had in 
the vigour of his age signalized his bravery be- 
come thfiid and irresolute towards the close of 
his days* 

Even the king of Fez himsdf, against whom' 
Sebastian directed his arms, made representa- 
tions which displayed rather compassion for a 
g^ddy youth, about to throw himsdf down a 
preci|;Mce, than either fear w poticy* As the 
{Mietence assumed by the king of Portugal for 
commencing war was the restoration of Muly 
Mahomet to the throne of Morocco and Fes, 
fnmi which he had been driven by his uncle 
Muley Mohih) the latter wrote to him in res- 
pect^ terms, and produced incontestable evi- 
ctence to prove, that his nephew was a most 
deg^raded character, a crud tyrant, and in every 
respect unworthy the fovour cr asnstanoe of a 
good man* The! African fetther entreated his 
Catholic majes^, with whom he lived on fHend* 
ly tenns, to stecond his remonstrances ; and, in 
oitier to render them more efficacious, he of* 
fered to augment the territory round the Portu- 
guese fortresses in Africa with- ten thousand 
aews of land : << Not," added he, with a sull^ 
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able magnanimity, ^ that I dread the issue of 
the contest, but because I am anxious to pre- 
vent the useless effusion of human blood." 

On the 24th of June, in the year ISfZ, Se- 
bastian set sail from the port of Lisbon with a 
fleet of fifty ships and five gallies, and trans- 
ports and tenders, making nearly one thousand 
sail. He had twelve pieces of cannon, and 
about fifteen thousand men, composed of na- 
tives, and various fi>rdgn adventurers,* who 
were allured to join his standard by the hopes 
of plunder and dissipation. 

Against this motley group, Moluh, an aged 
warrior, advanced with an army of one hun« 
dred thousand men. The experience of the 
African soon convinced him, on the landing of 
the Portuguese, from the unskilful manoeuvres 
of their chiefs, that he had little to dread from I 
soldiers, however brave, that were so badly offi- 
cered* His principal concern was, lest the ebb- 
ing tide of life should not allow him time to 
beat them ; for, at this important crisis, he felt 
the attacks of a mortal fever, and knew his 
destiny was sealed. When the two armies, how- 
ever, came in sight of each other, near Alca- 
zarquiver, M0I1&, though unable to sit on 
horseback, gave orders from his litter with the 
spirit and prudence of a veteran commander ; 
and no sooner were both udes drawn up ijDi 
battle array, and ready to engage, than he 
caused himself to be placed on horseback, that 
he might have an opportunity of observing whe- 

• Among the rctt were seven hundred Italians, com- 
aunded by an English exile, named Sir Thoma« Stukeley, 
whose life was a tmue of romantic exploits. 

Vol. XV. F 



ther his disposittoos were duly exeeuted* iSativ 
fied a3 to this point, he retoened to bis UtU^i 
and gave the signal to eogs^e 

On the first attack, the Portuguese iii&ntr)r 
gained some little advaalage) on which Moluht 
K>r a moment forgetting his ex^eme tkbilityt 
thi'ew himself from his Utter, mcyiinted a hc»«e) 
and was mahiiig to the chaige sword in hand* 
His guards dbecked his impetooaty, but this 
last e^ort so exhausted the smail i^mains of his 
strength, that he sunk dpwn in their arms* He 
was carried back to his litter, and, placing his 
finger before his mouth, as a »gnal that he re- 
commended silence, in that attitude be expired* 

To keep up the deception m tfee eyes of the 
Moorish troops, a reneg^o, named Hamet 
Taba, who remained by the litter, occasi<mally 
drew the curtsdns a little aside, as if to receive 
orders, while Muley Hamet, the brother of the 
deceased monarch,, commanded in his room» 
aod ginned :a compk^ victory. The wfaok 
Porti»guese aroay, except alipiit fifty naes^ were 
either kilied or tafcen pfisonm^* 

The histd of Sebastian is variously related* 
It seems he was wounded with a buEet in the 
shoukter, but as the woMud wii§ not dangerouSf. 
he continued to combat, md had two horsea 
killed under htm. The flower of his oobiltty 
ieli by, his side in the actioni ^ad respectii^ 
himsdf, we select from the ^OtttSfidictKMry Boaaa. 
of accoimts what appear most probiJiie, car 
have liad most supporters* 

The first states, that the Moors surrounded 
him, deprived him of his sword and his armS) 
and having secured his person, a quarrel arose 
among his captors,on which one«f their genewfe, 
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ri^ng IB vunmg theit^ exclainsed, ^. What, yo 
dogs ; wfaeb GaU has given you so gloiious a 
victdiy, wottld yon cut one another's throata 
abont & pi^s»ner?'^at the same time aiming a 
blow at Setestiao, he bioaght him; to the 
gromii^ Tfhile the rest dispatched him. In con- 
fenintily to tliia relation, it is fiirther said thfll 
Muiey Haomet sent nextday to the spot wh^« 
this scesie had passed, when one of me king'a 
valets^ disooverttd his master's body among &« 
slain, and that others recognized it also by 
?ery probable marks ; fiyr it is allowed that his 
visage was too much disfigured to admit of 
certain pvtyofe. This body, however, was deli* 
vered ilp, and, being conveyed to the monasterf 
of Belem, was intemd among the princes of 
Portugal with ail possible solemnity* 

The oilier most likely accoimt is that oTliOuif 
Brito, a Portuguese nobleman, who, retiring 
Ifom ^e scene of cBsmmgc with his colours 
wrapped round his body, was met by the king, 
who called out, ^ Hold &8t your colours, and 
let us die upon them*" The prince tmmedi^ 
ately ni^ed auMsng the Moors, and was takiem. 
Brito deivered him, but in the event was him» 
aielf ukx^, togediar wil^ the colours. While 
they- were canning him away, he observed S^. 
bastian, who was not pursued. Don Loms d<r 
Lima defKMd, likewfso, that he met his ma^ 
jesty advancing towards the rivev, and this was 
the last tismr that he ssw him. 

These circumstances deserve to be recorded, 
because, about twenty years after this fttal day, 
a person appeared at Venice, who gave himself 
out to be Don Sebastian, and offered a very 
plausible account at least for his re^pearaace» 
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He said, that after the battle he dragged him- 
self from below the dead with which he was 
covered, and after wandering about some time 
in Africa, he returned to Portugal, and even 
entered his owit palace, ifi^ere shame prevented 
him finom making himself known. Certain it 
is, this person had the gait, stature, gestures, 
and voice of Don Sebastian ; and, in confirm- 
ation of his identity, he shewed the scars of his 
wounds, and^rticularly those in his shoulder 
and over his eye. 

Several of the Portuguese recognized and 
acknowledged him. The commissioners too, 
whom the senate of Venice had appointed to 
interrogate him, were much astonished to hear 
him give an account of some secret negocia- 
tions with that republic* Struck with his 
manly confidence, the invariable firmmess cf 
his answers, his modesty, his piety, and the 
fortitude with which he bore his sad misfor- 
tunes, they durst not declare him an impostor* 
\ The Spanish ambassador, however, insisted that 
he should be expelled from the state of Venice, 
and the senate, though well inclined to grant 
him an asylum, did not venture to refuse. 

After this, the real or pretended Sebastian 
retired to Florence, where he was arrested by 
order of the grand duke of Tuscany, and de- 
livered up to count de Lemos, viceroy of Na- 
ples, for the king of Spaiili, who at that time 
was in possession of the throne of Portugal. 

* Though inclined to believe that this man was no im- 
postor, is it not possible that the rival Venetians might 
nave set him up to confound the Portugese, and nir- 
nished him with information that would give a verisimi- 
titnde to his relation ? 
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When the prisoner appeared before the vkerof) 
being asked who he was, he repUed, << You cer* 
tadnly ought to know me, as yoa was twice 
charged with embassies to my court." He then 
entered into the deUut of some secret circum^ 
stances tb<tt could have been known only to the 
{nrince who then sat on the throne* He even 
astonkhed two princesses, related to Don Sebas- 
^n, by the <^06eness of his replies to some 
questions which curiosity prompted them to 
propose to 'him. 

For a time he was mildly treated, though re- 
tained a prfeoner ; but, after the dea^ of the 
eotmt de Lemos, he was put to the torture in 
order to force a retraction of his dectorations. 
This he steadily refased to make, in spite of all 
that ingenious cruelty could inflict. It waa 
next tried to make him contemptible in the eyes 
of ^at public wWdt either femjured or pitied 
him. He was paradtd about the streets of Na« 
pies on an as9, preceded by a public crier, who 
announced Imn as the impostor ^at called him- 
self Don Sebsatian, king of Portugal ; to which 
he constantly replied, « I am Sebastian ;" and 
when the crier added that he was a Calabrian, 
fte exclaimed in a louder tone, ** That is false.'* 

After this ignominious ceremonjr he was des. 
t&ined a prisoner some time longer in the king- 
dom of Naples, and was then removed to Cas- 
ffile, where he was ncwr heard of more. 

IPnable to accduntLfar his knowledge of many 
drcumstanccs rellative to Portugal, and unwU- 
fing to allow that he was tiie identical Don 
Sebastian, the Spaniards gravely pretended that 
he viras a magician, and that the devil sCi§- 
gested to him ^lose illusions which were 
F 2 
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culated to make an impression on credulous 
minds* It must, however, be allowed, that, 
supposing him in reality to have been an im- 
postor, they ought to have convicted him by 
the clearest evidence, in order to justify their 
treatment of him, and to undeceive the world. 

In Portugal, Don Sebastian was. considered 
and believed to be really dead ; and in conse- 
^ jj quence, the cardinal Henry, his uncle, 
^ jyg * assumed the reins of government, at the 
advanced age of seventy. His situa* 
lion was irksome in the extreme. All the 
young nobility were cut efF, or carried into 
slavery, and the kingdom was exhausted of men, 
money, and reputation. The first wish of the 
nation was, that the king should marry, in orr 
der that he might leave heirs, and prevent.B 
civil war, with which the kingdom was 'me- 
naced, in case of the failure of the direct royal 
line.. A dispensation having been proposed for 
the old cardinal, both as a priest and a bishop, 
the consistory of Rome debated on the subject, 
but political reasons induced them to suspend 
their decision. 

From the moment, indeed, that Henry as- 
cended the throne, he heard of nothing else 
but successors. Three competitors instituted 
claims to the throne of Portugal, whenever it 
should become vacant; the prince of Parma, 
the dutchess of Bragan^a, and Philip II. of 
Spain. The two last had nearly an equal right. 
Henry was extremely partial to the duchess of 
Bragan9a, but dreaded the power of Spsdn ; 
and, thus wavering between his inclinations and 
his fear^ he died without declaring a suc- 
cessor* He lived sixty-eight years, and reigned 
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amidst incessant vexation and chs^n about se- 
yenteen months* He was the nineteenth sove- 
reign, and the seventeenth king of Portugal, the 
eighth and last of his house ; for in him termi- 
nated the male line of the Portuguese princes, 
after having subsisted upwards of four hundred 
and sixty years. 

Henry was little esteemed, notwithstanding 
he possessed many good qualities, and he would 
have left the world without the regret of his 
people, had they not reflected on the storms to 
which they were about to be exposed. In order 
to allay them in some measure, Henry had 
named five governors, in whose hands the sove- 
reign power was to be. deposited after his death, 
till a successor should be legally appointed* 
The grand affair relative to the succession was 
to be debated in their presence ; but, in fact, 
the buuness had been settled before the king 
made his exit. Of the five governors or regents, 
a majority were in the interest of Philip II. of 
Spain ; but, to support his pretensions, he 
had a more decisive voice — an army of tweup 
ty thousand men, commanded by the duke of 
Alba, who had orders to enter Portugal without 
delay. 

That kingdom was far from being in a state 
capable of opposing an effectual resistance to so 
formidable a force. The Spaniards, therefore, 
advanced with order and discipline, no one dis- 
puting their progress, except the prince of Crato, 
the illegitimate nephew of the deceased king, 
who caused himself to be proclaimed by the po- 
pulace of Lisbon, to whom he was generally ac- 
ceptable. His troops, composed of raw men, 
collected in haste, badly armed and appointed, 



nnste ifispentid on the first attack* The prince 
Mmself escaped, and wandering about through 
die kingdom for seTeral months, ttiough a prke 
WM set on his head, at test escaped to France* 



CHAPTER m. 
HiHan^ of P^¥iugml under Ote JTMgrt ofl^itiiu 

ON the defeat of Don Antonio, prince of Cra- 
tO) the whoie kingdom submitted to Philip 
of Spaki, together wkh the garrisons in Barba*^ 
ry, the settlements on the western coast of Afri- 
ca, of Brazil, and in the East Indies. The Mar 
ileiras, however, held out for Don Antonio till 
Ihey were reduced, and the French navy which 
came to fai^our their resistance was entirely de* 
feated and destroyed. 

As PhiKp had snffident policy not to wish to 
a^^ar a conqueror, he dkl not enter Portu- 
^1 till it had made its fiilt submission to hii^ 
power. At last he arrived at Lisbon, where he 
was received with sullen pomp without acclama^ 
tions. It was easy to see that force not choice 
iWadb him their king ; and, sensible of this, he 
endeavoured to conciliate the affections of tfie 
peoi^e by confirming the advantageous terms 
which he had prcviottSly offered by fetters. 
These conditions were, that he should take a 
^lemn oath to maintiufnthe liberties and immu^ 
nities of the people ; that the states should be 
assembled vrithin the realm, and nothing pro* 
posed ib any other council) rekHm to Portugal ; 



that the viceroy should be a natiye^ unless the 
long should delegate that charge/to one of the 
royal &mily ; that the household should be kept 
fXi its ancient footing ; that the post of first |>re* 
sident, and of all offices, civil, military, and ju- 
dicial, should be filled with Portuguese ; that all 
dignities in the church and orders of knighthood 
should be confined to the same ; that the com- 
merce of Ethiopia, Africa, and the Indies, should 
be carried on by their merchants and vessels 
alone 4 that all duties on the frontiers should be 
annuUed ; and lastly, that Philip should ad- 
vance 300,000 ducats to redeem prisoners, re- 
pair cities, and relieve the miseries, which pes- 
tilence and other calamities had brought on the 
nation* 

These, with other collateral conditions c^ si- 
milar import, formerly offered, and rejected by 
the Portuguese, Phitip now confirmed in person : 
but when the duke of Ossuna proposed, that in. 
ease of his violating the compact, the states 
should be freed from their allegiance, and might 
defend their rights by the sword, without incur- 
ring the crime of treason or perjury,, he abso- 
lutely refused to ratify the clause ; which in a 
manner impeached his sincerity in what he had 
done, and vitiated all his professions. 
. All these concessions, however, with the most 
lavish distribution of honours and employments! 
fiuledto reconcile the Portuguese to a. foreign, 
master. This profiise conduct on the part of 
the sovereign had also an effect which was not 
immediately foreseen : it weakened the power, 
and absorbed the revenues of the crown ; and 
by putting it out of the power of his successors 
to shew equal liberality, it excited only a short« 



lived gradtude in a few, and made a number of 
mideeontentBi to which time was continually 
adding. 

Thu& Philip, with every appearance of a re- 
S&ed policy and of an anxious desire to please^ 
found his new subjects still more and more dis- 
gusted with his government ; particularly when 
they perceived that the partizans of Don Anto- 
nio were treated with a degree of rigour, which 
llie forlorn state of his fortunes couM not eitliei* 
justify or require* The exiled prince, holvcver, 
stiH retained and used the title of king of Portu- 
gal ; and, after conciliating the good win of 
Frasce, to v^ich he had retired, with a fleet of 
#9 sail and a considerable body of troops fur- 
nished by that crown, he made an attempt oi» 
tbe Terceras. The Spsonards, however, repuls- 
ed hitt^wkh great loss, and inflioted exemi^asy 
punishment oh ^le Portiiiguese prisoners foimd' 
ill his service* 

Nevertheless Don Antonio retained possessiotv 
of a few places, coined money, and exercised 
ether acts of regal pcjwer ^ b^ Ms alldrs be- 
coming mot*e and more desperate, with some 
difficulty he made i^ second escape into France*^ 
From thence he passed over into England, wher^ 
he was weU received ; and as Elizabeth was 
Equally hostile to the Spaniards, many priva- 
teers were covertly fitted out against them, un- 
der the commission of Antonio* After PhUip^ 
horwever, had weateied 1^ power by the equip* 
itient of the armadaf and lessened his credit by 
seeing it totally defeated^the queen of England 
ojpeAly espoused the cause of Don Antonio, as 
much with a yiew of avenging herself as of serv- 
ing him i afid Sir J<^ Nwria and f&p Francfe' 



Dfttkewere |e«t wkh a {lowerfiil iqmdvim wtd 
unay ^oc^lempt scai^i^ Mm on the tkrose of 
Portu^. 

It was on tbk occ:«$ioii that he i^^reed to borw 
row 200,000 ducato <^ MviLty Hanet, king of 
Fei» and M0CQCCO9 for the repayment of which he 
d^yered up hia son Don Christopher as an hos- 
tage* Bu^ Phi^ aware of the conresixmdence 
between them, by a de^ stroke of pc^y sur^ 
rendered Amla to the Moors, in order to put aa 
end to the negocia^on ; and disputes arising be- 
tween Norris and DndLe, in consequence of an 
ill-concerted attack i^xMi Corunaa, the expedi* 
tion. Which had been undertaken with such &« 
Vourable (Mnens, terminated in nothing. 

Antonio returned to England with the fleet, 
which imported the plague, the only memoraUb 
circumstance attending the expedidiMi; but find* 
ing himself little regarded, he wiUidrew once 
more into France where he fell kito great pover- 
ty and dktresa. At lei^^, after various vicissi* 
tudes of fortune, he departed this life in the 64th 
year of His age, and was buried in the church of 
the nuns of Ave Maria* He left several chil* 
dren behind him ; but having taken tiie vows of 
celibacy and chastity befi»e their l»rth, they were 
regarded as illegitimate.. To the last, he main* 
talneda considerable interest in Portugal, and 
had aitdifTereirt times drawn immenoe sums of 
money from that kingdom ; all which he squan^ 
dered away in fruitless negociations, and ine£Rsc* 
tual attempts to disturb the Spanish possessions 
in every part of the globe. 

But Don Antonio was not the only person who 
set up claims to the crown of Portiijgsd. Tho 
na^n, as ]»ii£h£x»nadete$tation of the Spa* 
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nish yoke as a predilection for its heredtarf 
kings, were cbndnualiy amusing themselves with 
die hopes that Don Sebastian would appear, like 
another Messiah, for their deliverance. So strong^ 
was this prepossession, and such a degree of cre- 
dulity reigned among the populace, that it wai 
proverbially said, they would have taken a negro 
for Don Sebastian. This humour was sure to 
be gratified by the ambition of some and the fol* 
ly of others. Without adverting again to that 
Sebastian who acted such a remarkable part at 
Venice, and whose pretensions as well as his ul- 
timate fete are covered with an impenetrable 
veil, there were several pseudo Sebastians ap- 
peared in the heart of Portugal itself, two of 
whom we shall particularize. One was the son 
of a tiler at Akobaza, who, after a short career 
of profligacy, turned hermit, and from his soli- 
tude burst forth as the real Sebastian. This ig- 
norant pretender had two associates in his foUy 
or his vill^ny, for it is doubtful which predomi- 
nated most, one of whom v/as styled Don Chris- 
topher de Tavora, the other the bishop of Guar- 
da. These began to collect money, and were 
in a fsdr way of exciting serious disturbances, 
had^iot the cardinal arch-duke caused them to be 
apprehended, and after exposing the pretended 
Sebastian with every mark of ignominy, sen- 
tenced him to the gallies for life, while his fHend, 
the self-consecrated bishop of Evora, was con- 
demned to be hanged. 

The second representative of Don Sebastian 
was Gonsak) Alvarez, the ^on of a mason. This 
man having promised to make the daughter of 
a rich yeoman his queen, through the influence 
ef his intended &ther-in-4aw, raised a banditti of 
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nearly 1000 men, and some blood was split before 
he was secured. At length, incontestable proofs 
being brought of the imposture, Alvarez and 
his principal supporter were hanged, drawn, 
and quartered at Lisbon. 

In short, so impopular was Philip become in 
Portugal, that any person who had hardiness 
enough to attempt disturbing his government) 
was sure to find some partisans ; yet it does not 
appear that he merited this so much from any 
regular design of injuring the people, as from 
an erroneous conduct, and a restless ambition. 
His immense preparations for the invasion of 
England, in which he was so completely foiled, 
impoverished all his European dominions, but 
on the Portuguese had the most fatal effects. 
The pretensions of Don Antonio, and the hopes 
of despoiling their Indian fleets, roused all the 
energies of the English, from whose power 
Philip found himself incapable o[ defending 
them. Hence loud clamours, sometimes with- 
out reason, and generally without remedy. The 
king, in order to allay those expressions of dis* 
content, borrowed money o£ the nobility on the 
security of the customs ; and this, though a tem- 
porary relief, only increased the evil it was in- 
tended to remove. The public revenue thus 
mortgaged became fixed and hereditary, so that 
the merchsuit is (^pressed, while the king is not 
benefited. 

This expe^ent being soon exhausted, a cer- 
tain per centage was imposed, in the nature of 
ship money, for the defence of the coasts and 
the protection of commerce, which for a time 
was properly applied ; but, sanctioned by custom, 
it grew at last to be considered as part of the 

Vol. XV. G 
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rofal revenue, and wei^ into the exchequer with* 
out account* This paved the way for the ap* 
propri^tion of other branches of national in*- 
come, which were generally misapplied ; so that 
during the eighteen years which Philip swayed 
the sceptre of Portugal, the nation was become 
visibly impovenshed, and yet the exchequer was 
not fined. 

Mucht however, as the Portuguese complsdned 
of their situation under Philip II. they found 
his reign the golden age, compared with that of 
his successors* His son Philip III. of Spain had 
filled the throne twenty years, before he ddgned 
to visit Portugal. Apprized of his arrival, the 
inhabitants of Lisbon put themselves to an enor* 
mous expence to receive him with splendour, 
for which they gained little more than the com- 
pliment, ^ that before he entered Lisbon, he had 
no idea how great a Idng he was." 

On this occasion he held an assembly of the 
states, in wKich his son was sworn successor ; 
and thus having accomplished every object he 
had in view, he returned into Spain with a &lse 
conception of the riches of Portugal from the 
foolish display of magnificence which had at- 
tended his sojournment in Lisbon. 

On his death-bed he bitterly deplored that he 
had not acted the part of a good king towards 
his subjects when it was in his power ; and had 
dying resolutions been worthy of regard, and it 
had pleased Providence to prolong his days, per- 
liaps he might have deserved the gratitude of his 
people, and the pndse of posterity. 

The reign of Philip IV. was a tissue of ill ; 
fortune and badly concerted measures : all his 
dominions suffered severely; but Portugal to 
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die most excessive degree. The loss of Ormus 
in the east, of Brazil in the west) tx^ther with 
a series of collateral misfortunes, brought the 
Portuguese to the lowest ebb. The whole &ce 
- of the kingdom was q^ered with the most hor-> 
rible wretchedness, and poverty and weakness 
seemed to every penetrating mind to be theo^ 
gines which the Spaniards were employing to 
reduce Portugal to an appendant province. 

These are only the outlines of transactions 
during a period of sixty years : to enter into 
details would only be a history of the successive 
encroachments made by the Spanish ministers oik 
the fundamental articles of the union; encroach- 
ments so fkgmnt, that one would have imagined 
. they had studied to provoke the wrath of Hea« 
ven, and insult the patience of men, instead of 
availing themselves in an honourable way of the 
wealth, the power, and the martial s^rit of the 
Lu^tanian people. 

It was the very basis of all their privileges 
that the kingdom should remain separate and 
independent, and in consequence that Lisbon 
should remain the seat of government and of 
justice ; but this was so little observed, that nei- 
ther promotion nor right were to be obtained 
without an expensive and a tedious journey to 
Madrid* It was stipulated in the original com-^ 
pact, that an assembly of the states should be 
held frequently ; but they were only thrice con* 
vened in the space of uxty years. The king wa& 
to reside within the realm as long and as often 
as possible ; instead of which the two first Phi- 
lips who swayed the sceptre of Portugal, made 
each a short visit to that country once, and the 
third Philip dispensed with that compliment alc-^ 
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together. The viceroy was tol)e a native of 
Portugal) or a prince or princess of the blood ; 
yet when any of the royal &mi]y nominally bore 
that title, the power was sure to be vested in a 
Spaniard. The council of Portugal, which, ac- 
cording to the convention, was to be composed 
WtioUy of natives, was on the contrary filled 
with Castilians, as were also the garrisons, in 
equal violation of the Portuguese rights. The 
pres^ents of iHt>vinces or corregidors were also 
to be natives ; but this was evaded by keeping 
those offices in the king's own hands. No city, 
town, or district was to be alienated to any ex- 
cept Portuguese ; yet, in defiance of this, the 
duke of Lerma received sundry grants of towns 
and lands. Natives, it was stipulated, were alone 
eligible to all posts, civil, military, and judicial ; 
but the fact was, all offices were given promis* 
cuously to foreigners, or sold to the highest 
bidder, not excepting the government of castles, 
cities, and provinces. In short, such were the 
abuses that had gradually crept in, that scarcely ' 
one article of the original agreement entered 
into with Philip was observed either in its letter 
or spirit. 

The consequence of this base and ungenerous 
conduct was, that the Portuguese, who had never 
been Well affected to their Spanish masters, be- 
ing driven to desperation, were determined to 
emancipate themselves into liberty. The flame 
of patriotism, which had only been repressed, 
but not extinguished, during an oppression of 
sixty years, began to blaze afresh* Pride and 
indignation were the fuel that fed it. Yet though, 
the general sentiment was freedom, some par- 
ticukr bond was necessary to unite the discon- 
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tented nobility. They could indeed read in 
each other's eyes the secret wishes of the heart ; 
but they were afraid to communicate what a& 
felt to be expedient and just. 

In. this dilemma, one person of more fortitude 
than the rest stepped forward, and spoke the pub- 
lic mind in the ears of indi^uals c^ the greatest 
weight and influence. This was John Pinto Ri- 
bdro, steward to the duke of Bragan^a, a noble* 
man descended from the royal &mily of Portu- 
gal, and whQ had an incontestable right to the 
crown, in case the Spanish tyranny could be 
overcome. On this account he was very nar- 
rowly watched by the faction of Spain ; but the 
pruden(5& and address of Pinto opened a way for 
a conference of the nobles, most favourable to 
his design, without endangering or exposing his 
master, who was either apparently or in reality 
ignorant of the intended revolution in his favour. 

The established character of the duke of Bra- 
gan^a appears to have been excellently adapted 
to the circumstances in which he was placed* • 
Mild, modest, and devoid of ambition, though 
he was the constant object of Spanish i^gilance, 
he ^d nothing that could excite their jealousy. 
His only crime in their eyes was the title to rights 
of which they were sensiWe they had deprived 
him ; and this to usurpers will always be a 
source of fear and enmity. His moderatk)n> 
mdeed, was so generally knowh and acknow- 
ledged, that the nobility who had leagued to- 
gether in order to raise him to the thrwie, were 
actually in doubts whether in consequence of 
their most brilliant success, he would sacrifice 
domestic enjoyments to the splendour of roy- 
alty*. 

G3- - 
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Even Pinto, when consulted on this important 
head, did not venture to give a decisive answer^ 
without a reference to his master. He intro- 
duced, therefore, a deputy from the associated 
nobles, that the duke might satisfy their doubts* 

Just at this peiiod, however, Bragan9a was 
invited to Madrid under such a shallow pretence 
of his presence being required at court, that he 
could not entertain a doubt of a design to detain 
him as a captive or a hosts^e* In this dilemma^ 
he consulted the dutchess his spouse, a woman 
of superior understanding, who made him this 
Tejrfy : " Death awaits you at Madrid, and will, 
perhaps, reach you at Lisbon ; but there you 
4»n only expect to dfe like a miserable prisoner ; 
here you will fall covered with glor}', and a 
king. This is the alternative at the very worst ; 
, but let us hope for the best, from the affection 
of the people, the justice of your cause, and the 
divine protection." 

A deep plot having been formed and matured^ 
and all its ramifications now arranged, the np« 
bility only waited for the duke *s consent, to com- 
mence their operations. Several of the principal 
citizens of the capital had also been gained over, 
or voluntarily came into a measure, in which all 
indeed who had a spark of patriotism in their 
breasts would have been eager to engage, had 
they been trusted with the secret. 

To effectuate their designs, some principal 
^(nanufacturers, who had joined in the scheme, 
discharged their workmen, under pretence of the 
atagnation of commerce, in order that misery 
and famine might render them more ready to 
assist in bringing about a revolution. The con- 
spirators then assembled at the house of one of 
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their party : the points of attack were marked 
out ; the different posts assigned ; and the whole 
party proceeded to the execution of their projecjt 
by difTerent roads, some on foot, some on horse- 
back, and others in litters, that they might escape 
suspicion of their design. In this manner they 
assembled round the palace, which was inhabited 
by the vice-queen and the secretary of state Vas- 
conellos, who possessed unlimited authority, and 
who used it without the least moderation. 

Pinto, seeing his friends around him, about 
eight in the morning gave the signal agreed 
on by firing a pistol, upon which they all rush- 
ed in by different gates ; mowed down the guards 
on duty ; ascended to the apartment of Vas- 
conellos, and having dispatched him, threw his 
lifeless body from the window. They . jy 
next proceeded to oblige the vice-queen ,5^' 
to sign, an order to the governor to sur- Dec i* 
render the citadel, which of course was 
complied with. 

During this revolution, which was effected in 
two or three hours, the duke of Bragan^a re- 
mained on the other side of tlie Tagus, waiting 
for intelligence of the event, which was to make 
him a king or a fugitive. On being informed 
that success had crowned the daring attempts of 
his friends, he stepped into a small boat, and 
crossing the river, was received at the landing- 
place with the most joyful acclamations by an 
immense concourse of people, who had repaired 
to the spot from all quarters. By noon of the 
same day, tranquillity was so weU restored that 
the shops were open, and business resumed its 
regular course, as if no revolution had taken 
place i so few real partisans had the Spaniards, 
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or so sensible were tbef that the voice of the 
people was against them* In consequence of 
this unanimity of sentiment, very little blood 
Was spUt, nor could all the fiiture efforts of the 
long of Spain shake the power which had thus 
been established. 

CHAPTER IV. 

From the FlevaHon of the Hcuae ofBragtmca to 
the present time* 

JOHN duke of Br2^;an9a beuig thus called to 
the throne by the unanimous voice of the 
people, was crowned in fifteen days after, with 
all possible magnificence, and the states being^ 
soon assembled, recognised Ins title, and de- 
clared his eldest son Don Theodosius prince of 
Portug^al. This young man possessed the most 
shining talents, and was equally beloved by his 
&ther and the people, but he was cut off by a 
lingering disease in the twentieth year of his 
age. 

The manners of John underwent no change 
by his elevation. It only called forth those vir- 
tues which in a private station would have re- 
muned in obscurity. He has been styled the 
Fortunate, but he might have been with more 
propriety surnamed tlie Good and the Benefi- 
cent. No king was ever more tender of the lives 
or property of his subjects. He supported his 
royal establishment chiefiy out of his private for- 
tune, and was more unwilling to receive the 
grants of the nation than it was to offer them. 
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The Spaniards, however, as might naturally 
be expected, did not relinquish their pretensions 
to the kingdom of Portugal, as long as there 
was the smallest prospect of success. John, 
though his kingdom was almost defenceless by 
the perfidious precautions which the council of 
Spain had before employed, resisted the firet at- 
tacks on his independence. The peasants were 
alternately soldiers and labourers : one day they 
fought ; the next, perhaps, followed their several 
vocations. The king with the assistance of some 
foreign officers exercised and trained them ; and, 
by habituating them to slight skirmishes, taught 
them to feel confidence in themselves, and at last 
to win decisive battles. After this, his ambassa- 
dors were treated with respect by foreign courts, 
notwithstanding all the intrigues of the Spanish 
government ; and in a few years he was univer- 
sally acknowledged king of Portugal, except by 
the rival court. 

The Spaniards, finding that arms were in- 
efiectual, had recourse to the most insidious arts. 
John frequently found himself surrounded by 
conspiracies ; but fortune and prudence always 
brought him off safe. Several of these plots, 
however, were so well laid, that some of John's 
most confidential ministers were suspected of 
treason, and paid with their lives the suspicions 
which had been raised. Their innocence was 
afterwards clearly established ; but the motives 
of diffidence so constantly and artfully renewed 
by the emissaries of Spain, kept the king for a 
long time in the most tormenting state of doubt 
and anxiety. 

The last year of his reign, however, he en- 
joyed some share of repose, and suffered more 
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from the afilictive dispensations of Providence 
than from external enemies* His health had 
been declining for a long time, but the energy of 
his mind was unabated, and he continued to 
hunt as often as the weather would permit. In- 
deed, at one period he was so fond of this diver- 
»on as to become suspected of neglecting more 
important concerns for its indulgence* M he 
was one day proceeding, to enjoy this amuse* 
ment, the civil magistrate came up to him, and 
having made a respectful bow, laid hold of his 
horse's bridle, and conducted him back to the 
palace, without opening his lips. John felt the 
silent remonstrance ; and from that liour, he 
never suffered the pastime of the chase to inter- 
fore ^th the duties of a king. 

At last his disorder bafEing all the skill of his 

physicians, they were obliged to confess their 

want of power to relieve him. He heard their 

opinion with the same steady calmness which 

had characterised him through lifo, and applied 

himself with much fervency to the service of his 

Creator. He embraced his children with great 

tenderness, appointed the queen regent during 

the minority of his son Alonzo, then only thiri 

. ^ teen years of age, and breathed his last 

1656. ^^^ *^^ fortitude of a Christian hero, in 

his fifty-third year, having reigned nearly 

sixteen years. 

No sooner was the death of John made known 
in Spain than the court testified an indecent 
kind of joy, expecting that it would be foltowed 
by a dissolution of the exisdng government. It 
must be confessed, indeed, that Portugal was in a 
most perilous situation. The king, Don Alonzo 
£nriquez> was not only a minor, but reputed of 



JPOSTUCAL* Tf 

a treak €6n9titutioD both of body and mind ; the 
regency was yested in a woman) and that wo* 
man a Castiltan ; the nation was involyed in a war, 
and this respecting the title to the crown itself; 
the nobility were sdmost all of them embarked in 
feuds and contentions with each other ; so that 
the queen scarcely knew whom she was to trusti 
or how she should be obeyed. Her conduct 9 
however, was vigonms and prudent* By marry- 
ing her only daughter, the princess Catharine» 
to Charles II. of England, she procured the 
valuable assbtance of that country, which . ^ 
enabled her to gain the glorious victory j^^j* . 
of Montesclaros, that broke the Spanish 
power, and fixed the fate of the kingdom, though 
not of its king. 

Alonzo's education had been neglected, and 
his intellects besides were poor. He was fond 
of low company, and it is said that his mother 
rather encouraged than checked his foibles, in 
order to exalt her younger son Don Pedro, to 
whom she was more partial, and who possessed 
more natural abilities. Those who hoped to 
profit by exciting a misunderstanding between 
the young king and his mother, did not fail to 
point out to Alonzo this unjust preference ( 
and the jealousy excited on this account, kept 
him at a distance from court. The queen had 
governed with universal applause during his 
minority, but attempting to continue her power, 
she was driven from the direction of affidrs by 
the favourites of the king. On her death-bed 
she exhorted her sons to concCHd ; but they re* 
mained as of^site in sentiments as in person 
and mind. 

Just before the death of the queen*mother^ 
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who certainly possessed masculine endowments 
as a ruler and a politician, the king had married 
the princess of Nemours, though a report had 
been spread that he was impotent. The young 
queen on her arrival seems to have won the heart 
of Don Pedro, as he did hers ; and this probably 
led to all the singular events that ensued. 

Alonzo was subject to the most furious fits 
6f passion : he was capricious and inconstant ; 
and among those who approached his person 
he was thought to be insane. His brother Pedro 
now treated him with every mark of external 
respect and attention ; but secretly endeavoured 
to win over the citizens of Lisbon, and par- 
ticularly the clergy, by an affectation of piety 
and generosity. 

The strange conduct of the king, which was 
a mixture of imbecility^ and madness, gradually 
alienated the affections of his courtiers ; and the 
queen and Don Pedro, who seem perfectly to 
have understood each other, took care to height* 
en this by every aggravation, under the affected 
mask of pity and excuse. At last he found him- 
self, through their intrigues, without friends and 
withoift counsellors ; and to add to his distress^, 
the queen retired to a convent, from whence 
she sent him a letter full of reproaches for his 
treatment of her, and of insinuations against his 
virihty, under the delicate expression, " you 
know I cannot be yours.'* 

By a preconcerted plan a council was imme- 
diately assembled, in which it was declared, 
that it was necessary to the welfare of the state 
that Alonzo should abdicate the crown, and his 
brother Pedro supply his place. This resolu- 
Hon was presented to the king, but he refused 
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to comply^ till Pedro, entering the palace, caused 
his brother to be arrested. A person, suborned 
for the purpose, endeavoured to persuade him, 
that if he resigned he, would recover his liberty. 
Having acceded to this, it was next proposed 
that he should sign a declaration, signifying 
that his marriage was void. He requested time, 
however, to confer with the doctors of the 
church on this subject, which being granted, he 
complied with this request also. Alonzo was 
then formally deposed ; but, in order to save ap- 
pearances, his brother Pedro was only declared 
regent. 

Don Pedro was only twenty-one years . -^ 
of age when he assumed this high of- 155^.* 
fice, and, on account of his youth, some 
were inclined to believe that he was not the con- 
triver of the* revolution. The queen, indeed, 
was nearly of the same age, but she was of a 
nation and sex full of intrigue, and there can be 
little doubt of her being the moving principle, the 
very soul of what took place. 

Alonzo seemed to take little notice of the 
change in his situation during the day ; but, 
when evening approached, finding himself de- 
serted and alone, he begged his brother to send 
him John, the whipper-in, by way of company. 
This humble request, whether dictated by the 
bitterness of grief, or the delirium of despair, so 
much affected Don Pedro, that he burst into 
tears, in commiseration of his brother's unhap- 
py fete, a sensibility which does honour to his 
heart ; but the queen, who was dead to every 
tender feeling, as far as regarded Alonzo, vouch- 
safed not a single sigh at the contemplation of bis 
reverses. 

Vol. XV. H 
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In m assembly of the states, the dfspaA^Aim of 
Alonzo atid the regency of Feito wete confirm- 
ed. One of the first cares of the latter was to 
re-establish the police of Lisbon, which Alonao'd 
own example had tended to destroy* To such a 
pitch of folly or madness had he arrived, ^at he 
used to ran through the streets in the nig^t) itfid 
strike every person he met. He is evefi accus* 
ed of hamg wounded several who fen in his 
way durmg these noctunial excursions. It iSy 
tiierefoi^, littile to be Wondered at, that his 
maTiners were offensive to his queen, tOid that 
when she found herself emancipated from him 
she shouM wish to remain oh Uie throne, and 
share it with a husband more agreeable to het 
taste. - 

• To save appearances, however, it was necessa- 
ry to amuse the public miSti the idea, that her 
marriage with Don Pedro would be an affair of 
policy and prudence rather than of love. The 
princess of Nemours gave out that she wished to 
be legally freed from her former ties, merely to 
recover her dowry and retire to France. The 
marriage was declared void, with the consent of 
Alon2o, who acknowledged the truth of his 
queen^s insinuations or open assertions against 
him ; but the states, as unwilling or unaMe to 
return her portion as she was little disposed to 
claim it, by a finesse, in which neither party was 
deceived, pressed her to remdi\ among them> 
^d to espouse Don Pedro as a discharge for the 
debt. A novelist would have worked up this 
scene between the ex-queen and the deputation 
c^ the states, ^^ all the attributes of crimson 
blus^yes and deKcate entbarrassment ; tot we 
shall observe the gravity of history, aind 8ay> 



that «b€ onlf kept a deic^nt 9ilex)ce^ whicb was 
con&traed into asaent^ 

The deputies of the atatea next wdtedon Don 
Ped]:Qi uul xepresented this marriage as necessia- 
ty lor the tranquillity of the kingdom, aa well aa 
for his own interest and luq^piness* The regent 
had ^ready given the princess of^Nemours his 
heart, and he inade no hesitation in offi^ring her 
his hand* Thus every thing was settled to the 
mutual satis&ction of botli parties principally 
coQcerQ«d» as well aa of the ostensible agents in 
the business* 

Few marriages, indeed, had been conducted 
with more diplomatic form, or presented a 
more singular union* The nuptials were cele»- 
brated with great pomp ; and Aionzo, in his 
prison, first heard the news by the thundering 
of cannon* At first he appeared a little sur*- 
prised and agitated at the intelUgence^ but, 
aeon recovering himself, said, that ^ he pitied 
hia bFot)ier) who he did not doubt would soon 
be aa m^ch Ured of the French woman as h^ 
had bee]3^" This provea that Aionzo wa$ aa 
indi&rent aa hia former queen could possibly 
be, and xhat no afiection was wounded by thei^ 
separation* 

. Don Pedro, however, though ambition si* 
lenced the voice of conscience, it could not 
stifle the feelings of nature* He could not en* 
dure an obie^t perpetually before his eyes that 
filled him with self-reproach, and therefore 
tran^itirted hia brother to the island of Teicera, 
a safe and agra^ble retreat, where he might 
enjoy the pleasures of the chase without inter- 
iMption. 

But fortwe yw not yet weary of perseeuting 
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this unhappy prince ; both from friends and enc^ 
mies he was equally doomed to suffer* Some of 
the former, having insinuated that it was the re- 
gent's design to take him off when removed to 
such a distance, and the murmurs and discontent 
of the people being excited on this account, in 
order to allay them, Alonzo was brought back, 
and shut up in the castle of Cintra, near Lisbon, 
where he dragged out a miserable life of fifteen- 
years imprisonment." When seized with the 
disorder which proved mortal, he said to his at- 
A jy tendants, " I am going j but the queen 
i68t! w^'^ ^^^^ follow me, to answer before an 
awful tribunal for the evils she has 
brought upon my head." 

She indeed did not long survive him ; and h 
was only for a few months that she saw her se- 
cond husband enjoy the title of king in full right. 
For her own part she always affected to be cal- 
led queen, though certainly she could hd\'e no 
legitimate claim to this distinction after the 
dissolution of her first marriage. Don Pedro, 
however, always treated her with esteem and 
respect, notwithstanding some low intrigues in 
which it was generally known she engaged. She 
undoubtedly possessed talents ; >ut her private 
conduct was ^r from being correct. She left no 
male issue. 

Pedro II. soon after her death^ was prevailed 
on to re-enter the marriage state with the prin- 
cess Mary Sophia of Newburgh, by whom he 
had several children. As a prince, he has de« 
servedly acquired the feputation of being a pro- 
found politician ; but lie frequently relied too 
little on his owq judgment, and therefore was 
the more easily biassed by his ministers. Oa 
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this account the English ambassador^ in writing 
to his court} humorously said, ^ We have only 
one friend in the council, that is the Idog ; but 
he has very little influence." He died i>^ ^ t) 
the fifty^aeventh year of bis age, in ooii* j.^* 
sequence of a cold caught from sleep* 
ing in the open air, after being violently heated 
with emerdse, and left the crown to his son 
John V« who at that time had just completed 
his seventeenth year* 

This prince acted with such vigour and pru- 
dence> and adhered so steadily to the plan of 
jpoltcy traced out to him by his father, that Por< 
li^, under his government, was respectable 
among European j^wers, and the people happy* 
By preserving a just balance between France 
and the house of Austria, which disputed for the 
crown of Spain, he made himself iinportant la 
the eyes of both parties, and profited by his al» 
Sance with England, without sinking intovas* 
sali^^ Such w^re the resources of his mind, 
that though he suffered many reverses during 
the war, he obtained by the treaty of Utrecht 
better terms than lus relative situation would 
seem to have commanded* The two crowns of 
Spain and Portugal, however^ were not entirely 
tcconciied till 173f, after which period their 
imanimity proved advantageous to both, and 
incurred no jealousy ftom other nations. In this 
position of afi&drs, a ti«aty was concluded with 
the court of Madrid, by which Nova Co]oDi% 
OH the river Plata, was delivered up to his Ca« 
thplic Majesty, to the great regret of the Por- 
tugueses who apprehended future danger to 
miaal from the vicinity of their possessions. 

John was happy in his &mily, and left a nu- ' 
H2 
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merous progeny. At last, worn out 
' ' with infirmities rather than years, he ex- 
pired at the age of sixty-one, in the for- 
ty-fourth year of his reign* 

Don Joseph, prince of Brazil, his son and sue* 
ceBsor, assumed the reins of government under 
the happiest auspices. He was entirely beloved 
by his peofde, and this enabled him to effect 
several important regulations, in which his 
good sense and moderation were eminently con* 
/spicuous. Sensible of the danger of sudden in- 
novations, he advanced his designs by almost 
imperceptible steps, so as to prevent all just 
grounds of alarm and complaint. Amongst 
other new regulations, he subjected the inordi- 
nate powers of tlie inquisition to some restric- 
tion,, by directing that none of its sentences 
riiQuld be carried into execution till reviewed 
«nd approved by the privy council. 

The treaty which had been conduded between 
Spain and Poitugal just before his Cither's de- 
mise, inimical as it was generally considered to 
the interests of his people, he stricdy carried 
into execution, on the noble principle ^ that all 
engagements and conventions among sbvereigns 
should be held sacred and inviolable.*' 

But though the sun of prosperity shone on the 
commencement of this reign, it was not long 
before the horizon was overcast, and the most 
dreadful storms arose, partly from the visita- 
tions of Providence, and parUy from the rage 
^ of Action and the virulence of religi- 
. jy^' ous animosity. One of the most dread&l 
' earthquakes* recorded in history over- 

• See Appenda. 
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wfaelmed the capital} a Bre and a femane suc- 
ceeded, and tiuMe whom the firat calamity 
spared, fell a prey to the last* In addition to 
these ills, sufficient of themselves to be spread 
over the longest reign, a terrible conspiracy 
broke out, which had nearly cost the king his life. 
In September 1758 his majesty was attacked by 
assasans, in a solitary place, near his palace of 
Belem, and with difficulty escaped* Immediately 
after, imprisonment followed imprisonment, and 
the wheel and the scaffold reeked with the no* 
blest blood* The most illustrious femilies, on 
an accusation being preferred against them of 
having joined the conspiracy, were almost ex* 
terminated ; but they were in general condemn- 
ed without fair evidence, and their innocence 
has since been cleariy ascertained. 
.'This conspiracy, which produced such hor- 
rible effects, is thought to have arisen from the 
mixed motives of religion, politics, and gallan-, 
try^ The expulsion of the Jesuits, who were 
now become formidable to princes, and who were 
supposed to have been implicated in the plot, 
soon after took place* The marquis of Pombal, in- 
deed, who, in quality of prime minister, govern- 
ed Portugal for many years with unbounded au- 
thority, spared neither individuals, nor societies 
that obstructed his designs, which appear to 
have been frequently arbitrary and cruel* 

When a war broke out between Spain A. D. . 
and England, the former power, rein* <7^^- 
forced by the influence of their allies, 
the French, attempted to force his faithful ma- 
jesty into the confederacy, and offered to garri- 
son the maritime towns of Portugal agunst the 
English ; but this proposal being rejected^ an 
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inTaskm of Portugal ensued, though it produced 
no very important consequenoes. The enemy^ 
indeed, was so very dilatory in its progress, 
though the capital itself was exposed, that it is 
doubted whether the motiye might not have 
been to hasten the peace between Eng^d and 
France, in consideration of the great apparent 
danger of PortugaL The arrival of a few £ng» 
lish battalions, however, checked the. career of 
the invaders : the kingdom was saved by British 
prowess, as the people on a former occasion had 
been relieved by British generosity. 

^ ^ Joseph dying, Ic^ only daughters. 

j^^^* Maria Frances Isabella, the eldest, and 
the present queen of Portugal, was mar* 
ried to her own uncle Don Pedro, by dispensa* 
tion from the pope, in order to. prevent the 
crown fiom fidUng intp a foreign family. One 
q£ the first acts <$ her reign was to dismiss the 
marquis of Pombal, who had so long exercised a 
t3rrannical power over his fellow subjects. This 
was a very popular measure ; yet it must be a]« 
lowed that the temper and habits of the Portu* 
guese nation reqviire either a prince or a minia* 
ter, who has genius to project plans of reform, 
and resolution enough to carry them into ex^cu* 
tion. This the worst enemies of Pombal allow 
that he possessed, and the nation are now reap* 
ing the benefit of some public measures which he 
forced upon them. 

^ Pedro departed this life in the sixty* 

^^g^] ninth year of his age. A few years after, 

the queen foiling into a reUgioos me* 

lancholy, which still incapacitated her for the 

cares of government, her son John-Maria-Jo* 

•epb*],^wis, prince of Brazil, as presumptive 
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heir to the crown, publi8hed4an e^ct dc- . — 
daring, that in consequence of the un- ,^^j' 
happy situation of his mother, he would 
place his signature to public acts during her 
indisposidon, and that no other change would be 
made in the forms* 

In the late war, which involved, either nearly 
or remotely, all the civilized world, Portugal 
was often threatened by the ephemeral govern- 
ments of France, on account of its alliance with 
Britain ; and when Bonaparte, with equal good 
fortune and address, engrossed the whole power 
of' the nominal republic, an invasion on the part 
of his ally the king of Spain took place, in which 
some territory was wrested from Portugal, while 
the French extorted a considerable treasure from 
it, as the price of &rther forbearance* Its faith- 
ful friends and allies, the British, were too much 
engaged in an extended war&re to grant that 
prompt and efficacious assistance which it had 
done on former occasions : but nothing was 
omitted that zeal and good feith could accom* 
plish, not only to maintain the independence^ 
but as far as possible the integrity, of the Portu- 
guese dominions* 

Whether the gratitude of this nation will keep 
pace with the generous exertions that the crowd 
of Great Britain made in its favour remsuns to be 
tried ; but certain we are, it cannot fail in this 
respect without incurring all the infamy which 
attaches to those who are unmindful of their be* 
Beiactors* 
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whether I should stay in the apartment, or run 
into the street, as the danger in both places 
seemed equal ; tuid still flattering myself that 
this tremor might produce no other effects than 
such inconsiderable ones as. had been felt at 
Madeira ; but in a moment I was roused from 
my dream, being instantly stunned with a most 
horrid crash, as if ©very edifice in the city had 
tumbled down at once. The house I was in 
shook with such violence that the upper stories 
immediately fell, and though my> apartment 
(which was the first floor) did not then share 
the same fate, yet every thing was thrown out 
of its place in such a manner, that it was with 
no small diflicUlty I kept my feet, and expected 
nothing less than to b& soon crushed to death,- 
as the walls continued rocking to and fro in the 
fiightfullest manner, opening in several places ; 
large stones falling down on every side from 
the cracks ; and the ends of most of the rafters 
starting out of the roof- To ad4 to this terrify- 
ing scene, the sky in a moment became so 
gloomy, that I could now distinguish no par- 
ticular object : it was an Egyptian darkness in- 
deed, such as might be felt ; owing, no doubt, 
to the prodigious clouds of dust and lime, 
raised from so violent a concussion, and as 
some reported, to sulphureous exhalations, but 
this I cannot affirm ; however, it is certain I 
found myself almost choaked for near 1;en min- 
utes- 

As soon as the gloom began to disperse, and 
the \iolence of the shock seeme^ pretty much 
abated, the first object I perceived in the room* 
was a woman sitting on the floor, with an in&nt 
in her arms, all covered with dust, pale, and 
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trembling ; I asked her how she got hither ; but 
her consternation was so g^reat, that she could 
give me no account of her escape. The poor 
creature asked me, in the utmost agony, if I did 
not think the world was at an end ; at the same 
time she complained of being choaked, and beg- 
ged, for God's sake, I would procure her a little 
drink ; upon this I went to a closet where I 
kept a large jar with water, but finding it broken 
in pieces, I told her she must not now think of 
quenching her thirst, but saving her life, as the 
house was just falling on our heads ; and if a se* 
cond shock came, would certainly bury us both. 
I bade her therefore take hold of my arm, and 
that I would endeavour to bring her into some 
place of security* 

I shall always look upon it as a particular 
providence, that I happened on this occasion to 
be undressed, for had I dressed myself, as I pro- 
posed, when I got out of bed, in order to break- 
fast with a friend, I should, in all probability, 
have run into the street, at the beginning of the 
shock, as the rest of the people in the house did) 
and consequently have had my brains dashed 
out, as every one of them had* However, the 
imminent danger I was in, did not hinder me 
from considering that my present dress, only a 
gown and slippers, would render my getting over 
tiie ruins almost impracticable : I had, therefore, 
still presence of mind enough left, to put on a 
psdr of shoes and a coat, the first that came in 
my way, which was every thing I saved, and 
in this dress I hurried down stairs, the woman 
with me heading by my arm, and made directly 
to that end of the street which opens to the 
Tagus ; but finding the passage this way entir«- 

VoL. XV. I 
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fy blocked up with (iie fafieii houses to tiie 
height of their 'tecond stories, I turned back to 
the other end which led into the main street 
(the oommon thoroogh&re to the pidace,) and 
having helped the woman over a vast heap of 
ruins, with no small hazard to my own life. 
Just as we were going into this street, as there 
was one part I OG^d not climb over without the 
as^stance of my hands, as well as feet, I desired 
her to let go her hold, which she did, remaining 
two or three feet behind me, at which instant 
there fell a vast stone from a tottering wall, 
and crushed both her add the child in pieces. 
So disnud a spectacle at any other time would 
have affected me in the highest degree ; but the 
dread I was in of sharing the same &te myself 
and the many instances of the same kind which 
presented themselves all around, were too shock- 
ing to make me dwell a moment on this single 
object* 

I had now a kmg narrow street to pass, with 
the houses 4>n each side four or five stories high, 
all very old, the greater part already thrown 
down, or continufdly &Uing, and threatening 
the passengers with inevitable death at every 
step, numbers of whom lay killed before me, or 
what I thought far more deplomble, so bruised 
and wounded, that they could not stir to help 
themselves. For my own part, as destruction 
to me appeared unavoidable, I only wished I 
nnght be made an end of at once, and not have 
my limbs broken, in which case, I could expect 
nothing else but to be left upon the spot, linger* 
ing in misery^ Kke these poor unhappy wretches, 
without receiving the least succour from any 
person. ' 
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As self-preservttUoD^ however, is the first law 
of nature, these sad thoughts dad not so &r pre* 
vail, as to make me totally deqiair. I proceed* 
ed on as last as I Gonveniently could, though with 
the utmost caution, and having at length got 
clear of this horrid passage, I found myself safe 
and unhurt in the large open space before St« 
Paul's church, which had been thrown down a 
few minutes before, and buried a great part of 
the congregation. Here I stood some time, con* 
sidering wliat I should do, and not thinking my-^ 
self safe in this situation, I came to the resolutioa 
of climbing over the ruins of the west end of the 
church, in order to get to the river side, that I 
might be removed, as fiur as possible, from th» 
tottering houses, in case of a second shock* 

This, with some difficulty, I acoompfished ; 
and here I found a {urodigious concourse of peo^ 
pie of both sexes, and of ^1 ranks and condidonar 
among whom I observed some of the principal 
canons of the patriarchal church, in their purple 
robes and rockets, as these all go in the habit of 
bishops ; several priests who had run horn the 
altars in their sacerdotal vestments in the midat 
of their celebrating mass ; ladies half dnessed, 
^d some without shoes ; aH these, whom their 
mutual dangers had there assembled as to a place 
of safety, were on their knees at pmyers, with 
the terrons of death in their countenances, everfr 
one striking his breast, and crying out incesr 
ftantly, MmerecordiamenDiotl 

Among this crowd, I could not avoid taking 

notice of an old venerable priest, in a stole and 

surplice, who, I apprehend, had escaped from 

JSt. Paul's. He was continually moving to and 

fro among the people^ eadioiting them to repent}*^ 
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ance, and endeavouring to comfort them. He 
told them, with a flood of tears, that God was 
grievously provoked at their sins, but that if 
they would call upon the Blessed Virgin, she 
would intercede for them. Every one now 
flocked around him, earnestly begging iiis bene- 
diction; and happy did that man think him- 
self, who could get near enough to touch but 
the hem of his garment. Several I observed 
had little wooden crucifixes, and images of 
saints, in their hands, which they offered me to 
kiss : and one poor Irishman, I remember, held 
out a St. Antonio to me for this purpose ; and 
when I gently put his krm aside, as giving him 
t6 understand, that I desired to be excused this 
piece of devotion, he asked me, with some in- 
dignation, " Whether I thought there was a 
God?" I very believe many of the poor bigot- 
^d^ereatttres, who saved these useless pieces of 
wood, left Uieir children to perish. However, 
you must not imagine, that I have now the least 
inclination to mock at their superstitions, I sin- 
cerely pity them ; and must own, that a more 
affecting spectacle was never seen. Their tears, 
their bitter sighs and lamentations, would have 
touched the most flinty hearts. 'I knelt down 
among them, and prayed as fervently as the 
rest, tihough to a much properer object, the only 
Being who could hear my prayera, or afiord me 
any succour. 

In the midst of our devotions, the second 
great shock came on, little less violent than the 
first ; and comj^eted the ruin of those buildings 
^hich had been already much shattered. The 
consternation now became so universal, that the 
shrieks and cries of MUerecordiq, could be dis- 
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tSbctly heard from the t(^ of St» Catherine's 
hitty at a considerable distance off, whither a Ta^t 
iramber of people had likewise tetreatod ; at the- 
same time we could hear the &11 of the pariah 
church there^ mhi&nby many pei«ons were killed 
on the spot^ and others mortally wounded. Yoa< 
may judge of the force of thisshock, when I 
infotm you, it was so violent, that I could scarce 
keep on my knees, but it was attended with 
some chvumsUffices still more (keadfcd than the 
fi>nner«-«On a sudden, I -heard a general outcry, » 
^ The sea is coming in, we shall be all lost." 
Upon this, tummg my eyes towards the rivers 
which in that place is near four miles broad, I 
could perceiye it heaving and swdling in a most 
unaccountable manner, as no wind was stirring ; 
and in an instant ther^ appeared, at some.8mall 
distance, a large body of water rising as it wens 
fike a mountain. It came on. foaming and roar*- 
ing, and rushing towanls the shore with such 
impetuosity, that we allinmaediately ran for our 
Uvea, as iBist as. possible; many were actually 
swept aw«y,'and the rest above their waist in 
water, at a good diaitance from the bonkSb For ' 
my owB part, I had the narrowest escape po»> 
wkkcf and should certaiidy ba»e been lost, had I 
not graced a large beam that lay on thcgrowid, 
till tite water retutnsd to its chamieiy which it 
did afanost the same instant, with equcd rapidi^« . 
As there now appeased at least as much, danger 
fiNHA the sea as the hmd, and? I scarcely knew 
whither to retire for Safety ; but I toc^ a sudden 
resdutfon of returning back wttk my clotheB all . 
dropping to the area of St. Paul's. Here I 
•tood some time, and observed the ships tumbi* 
ling and tossing about, as in a violent stormy 
12. 
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aotne had broken their cables, afid were carried 
to the other side of the Tagus ; others were 
whirled round with incredible swiftoess ; several 
large boats were turned keel upwards, and all 
this without any wind. It was at the time of 
which I am now speaking that the fine new quay, 
built entirely oi rough marble, at an immense 
expense, was entirely swallowed up, with all the 
people on it, who had fled thither for safety, and 
had reason to think themselves out of danger in 
such a i^ace. At the same time a great number 
of boats and snudl vessels, anchored near it, (all 
likewise full of people, who had retired thither 
for the same purpose,) were ail swallowed up^ 
as in a whirlpool, and never more appeared* 

This last dreadful incident I did not see with 
my own eyes, as it passed three or four stones' 
throws fiom the spot where I then was, but I had 
the account as here given from several masters 
of ships, who were anchored within two or three 
hundred yards of the quay, and saw the whde 
catastrophe. One of them in particular inform- 
ed me, that when the second shock came on, he 
could perceive the whole city waving backwards 
and forwards, like the sea when the wind first 
be^^ to rise ; that the agitation of the earth was 
so great, even under the river, tiiat it threw up 
his large anchor from the mooring, which swam^ 
as he termed it, on the sur&ce of the water ; 
that immediately upon this extraorcfinary con* 
cussion, the river rose at once nearly twenty feetf 
and in a moment subsided ; at which ifistaat he 
saw the quay, with the whole concourse of peo* 
|kleup(m it, sink down, and at the same time 
every one Qf the boats and vessels that were 
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near it were drawn into the cavitf^ which he 
supposes instantly closed upon them, inasmuch 
as not the least sign of a wreck was ever seen 
afterwards. This account you may give full cre- 
dit to ; for as to the loss of the vessels, itis coU'v 
firmed by every one; and with regaid to the 
quayi I went myself a few days a&r, to con* 
vince myself of the truth, and could not find 
even the ruins of a place, where I had taken so 
many agreeable walks, as this was the common 
rendezvous of the factory in the cool of the even- 
ing. I found it all deep water, and in some parts 
scarcely to be fitthomed. 

This is-the only place I could learn which was 
swallowed up in or about Lisbon, though I saw 
many large cracks and fissures in different parts, 
and one odd phenomenon I must not omit, which 
was communicated to me by a friend who has a 
house and wine cellars on ihe other side of the 
river, viz. that the dwelling house being first ter* 
ribly shaken, which made all the family run out, 
there presently fell down a vast high rock near 
it ; that upon this, the river rose and subsided in 
the manner already mentioned ; and immediate* 
ly a great number of small fissures appeared in 
several contiguous pieces of ground, from wheiice 
there spoutai out, like 9LJet d^eau, a large quanti- 
ty of fine white sand, to a prodigious height. 

I had not been long in the area of St. Paul's 
when I felt the third shock, which though some- 
what less violent than the two former, the sea 
rushed in again, and retired with the same rafud- 
ity, and I remained up to my knees in water, 
though I had gotten upon a small eminence at 
some distance from the river, with the ruins of 
several intervening houses to break its fotce. At 
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this time, I took notice the waters retired so im-^ 
petuouslf , that some vessels were le^ quite dry, 
which before rode in seven fethoms of water. 
The river thus continued alternately rushing on 
and retiring several times together, in such sort 
that it was justly dreaded, Lisbon would now 
meet the same fete, which a few years ago, had 
befallen the city of Lima ;* and no doubt, had 
this place lain open to the sea, and the force of 
the waves had not been somewhat broken by the 
winding of the bay, the lower part of it at least 
would have been totally destroyed. 

The master of a vessel, which arrived here 
just after the first of November, assured me, that 
he felt the shock above forty leagues at sea so 
sensibly, that he really concluded he had struck 
upon a tocky till he threw out the lead, and could 
&id no bottom, nor could he possibly guess at 
the cause, till the melancholy aght of this de- 
solate city left him no room to doubt of it. The 
two first shocks, in fine, were so violent, that 
several pilots were of ojunion, the situation 
c^ the bar at the mouth of the Tagus was 
changed. Certain it is, that one vessel, attempt* 
ing to pass through the usual channel, foundered, 
and another struck on die sands, and was at first 
given over for lost, but at length got through* 
There was another great shock after this, which 
pretty much affected the river, but I think not 
so violently as the iMtK;eding, though several 
persons assured me, that as they were riding on 
horseback in the great road leading to Belem, 
one side of which lies open to the river, the 
waves rushed in with so much rapidity, that 

* ThM happeaed in 1744. 
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they were obfiged to gallop as fiust as possible to 
the upper grounds, for fear of being carried away* 
I was now in such a situation, that I knew not 
which way to turn myself; if I remained there, 
I was in danger from the sea ; if I retired fur- 
ther from the shore, the houses threatened cer« 
tain destruction ; and, at last, I resolved to go to 
the mint, which being a low and very strong 
building, had received no considerable damage, 
except in some of the apartments towards the ri- 
ver. The party of soldiers, which is every day 
set there on guard, had all deserted the place, and 
the only person that remained, was the com- 
manding officer, a nobleman's son of about se- 
venteen or eighteen years of age, whom I found 
standing at the gate* As there was still a conti- 
nued tremor of the earth, and the place where we 
now stood (being within twenty or thirty feet of 
the opposite houses, which were all tottering) 
appeared too dangerous, the court yard likewise 
being full of. water, we both retired fnward to 
an hillock of stones and rubbish. Here I enter- 
ed into conversation with him, and having ex- 
pressed my admiration that one so young should 
have the courage to keep his post, when every 
one of his soldiers had deserted theirs, the an- 
swer he made was, ^ though he v^ere turc the cartA 
Vfouid often and sfvcdlow him upy he Bcomed to think 
qfjiyinff/romhisfiost.** In short, it was owing to 
the magnanimity of this young man, that the 
mint, which at this time had upwards of two 
millions of money in it, was not robt>ed ; and 
indeed I do him no more than justice in saying, 
that I never saw any one behave with equal se- 
renity and composure, on occasions much less 
dreadful than the present. I believe I might re* 
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main in convenstttiDn with him near five hours ; 
andy though I was now grown &int from the 
constant fiktigue I had undergone, and hanng 
not yet broken my fast, yet this had not so much 
effect upon me as the anxiety I was under for a 
particular friend, with whom I was to have din* 
cd that day', and who lodging at the top of a very 
high house in the heart of the city, and being a 
stranger to the language, could not but be in the 
utmost danger. My concern, therefore, for his 
j^reservation, nxade me determine, at all events, 
to go and see what was become of him, upon 
wh^h I tjook my leave o£ the officer* 

As I thought it would be the height of rash* 
ness to venture back thixmgh the same naiTOW 
street I had so providentially escaped from, I 
judged it safest to return over the ruins of St» 
Paurs to the river side, as the water now seemed 
Uttle agitated. From hence I proceeded, with 
•ome hazard, to the large space before the Irish 
convent of Corpo Santo, which had been thrown 
down, and buried a great number of people who 
were hearing mass, bemdes some of the friars« 
The rest of the community were standing in the 
area, looking, with dejected countenances, to- 
wards the ruins. From this place I took my way 
to the back street leading to the palace, having 
the ship yard on one side ; but found the further 
passage, opening into the principal street, stop- 
ped up by the ruins of the opera4iouse, one of the 
most s(^d and most magnificent buildings of 
the Idnd in Europe, and just finished at a prodi<* 
^ous expence. From hence I turned back, and 
attempted getting by the other way into the 
great square of the palace, twice as large as Lin- 
«Q|n's4n-field8» one side of which had been takeft. 
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up hf the noble qvay I spoke of, now no mot« } 
but this passage was likewise obstructed l^ lilt 
stones feOen nioni the great arched gateway* i 
could not he^ taking particular notice that all 
^e apartments wherein the royal family used to 
reside were thrown down, and themselves, with- 
out some extraordinary miracle, must unayoida- 
bly have perished, had they been there at the 
-time of the shock. Finding this passage itn# 
practicable^ I turned to the other arched way 
which led to the new squso^e of the palace, not 
the eighth part so large as the other^ one side of 
which was taken up by the patriarchal church) 
which also served for the chapel royal, and the 
other by a most magmficent building of modem 
architecture, probably, indeed, by far the most 
so, not yet completely finished : as to the former* 
the roof and part of the front walls were thrown 
down ; and the latter, not\idthstBn<]ting their soli- 
dity, had been so shaken, that several large stones 
fell from the top, and every part seemed dis- 
jointed* The square was foil of coaches, cha- 
riots, chaises, horses, mules, deserted by their 
drivers and attendants, as well as their owners. 

The nobility, gentry, and clergy, who were 
assisting at divine sendee when the earthquake - 
began, fled away with the utmost i^eciftttation) 
every one where his fears carried him, leaving 
the splendid apparatus of the numerous altars 
to the mercy of the first comer : but this did not 
so much afiect me, as the distress of the poor 
animals, who seemed sensible of their hard fate } 
some few were killed, others wounded ; but the 
greater part, which had received no hurt, was 
left there to starve* 

From this square the way led to my friend's 
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lo(^;ings, through a long steep and narrow str^t i 
the new scenes of horror I met with there ex- 
ceed all description ; nothing could be heard but 
sighs and-groans. I did not meet with a soul in 
the passage, who was not bewailing the death of 
his nearest relations and dearest Siends, or the 
loss of all his substance ; I could hardly take a 
single step without treading on the dead, or the 
dying : in some places lay coaches, with their 
masters, horses, and riders, a/most crushed in 
pieces ; here, mothers with infants in their arms ; 
there ladies richly dressed, priests, friars, gentle* 
men, mechanics ; either in the same condition, 
or just expiring : some had their backs or thighs 
broken, otiiers vast stones on their breasts ; some 
lay almost buried in the rubbish, and crying out 
in vsdn to the passengers for succour, were left to 
perish with the rest* 

At length I arrived at the spot opposite to the 
house where my friend, for whom I was so anxi- 
ous, resided, and finding this as well as the con- 
tiguous buildings thrown down (which made 
me give him over for lost) I now thought of no- 
thing else but saving my own life in the best 
manner I could ; and in less than an hour got 
to a public-house, kept by one Morley, near the 
English burying-ground, about half a mile from 
the city, where I still remain, with a great num- 
ber of my countrymen, as well as Portuguese, 
in the same wretched circumstances, having al- 
most ever since lain on the ground, and never 
once within doors, with scarcely any covering 
to defend me from the inclemency of the night- 
air, which, at this time, is exceeding sharp and 
{Mercing.— -Perhaps you may think the present 
doleful subject here concluded ; but, alas I the 



bornmof tbe first pf November are sufiident 
tafiU n fobime. Ab soon as it grew darjc, an- 
other , aeene presented itself little less shodking 
than those already described — the whole citjr 
appeared in a blaze^ which was so bright that I 
could easily see to read by it. It may be said, 
without exag^rationf it was on fire at least in 
an hundred different places at once^ and thus 
oontinued rbuniii^ for six days together, with- 
out!tntennt«nQn»or the least attempt bemg made 
to stop its prDgress. 

Itwenton^coiisumiiig every thing the earth- 
quake had glared ; and the pei^ were so de- 
jected and terrified, that few or none had cou- 
rage enough to venture down, to save any part 
oE tbek* substance* £ veiy one had his eyes turn- 
ed towards the flames, and stood loolung on with 
silent grief, which was only .interrupted by the 
cries and shrieks of women and children calling 
on the saints and apg^ls for succour, whenever 
the earth began to tremble, which was so often 
this mght, and .indeed I may say ever unce, 
that the tremors, more or less, did ^lot cease for 
a quarter of an hour together. I could never 
leam,, that this terrible fire was owing to any 
subterraneous eruption, as some r^iorted, but to 
three causes, which ail concurring, at the same 
time, will naturally account for the |HX>digious 
havoc it made : the first of November being All 
Saints day, a high festival among t)ie Portuguese, 
every altar in every church and chapel (some of 
whid) have more than twenty) was illuminated 
with A number of wax tapers and lamps, as cus- 
tomary ; these setting fire to Uie .curtains and 
timber woric that fell with the shock, the confia* 
grstion soon spread to the neighbouring houses, 

Vol. XV. K 
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^nd being there joined with the fires in the kit* 
chen chimneys, increased to such a degree, that 
It might easily have destroyed the whole city, 
though no other cause had concurred, especially 
as it met with no interruption. 

But what would appear incredible to you, were 
the fact less public and notorious, is, that a gang 
of hardened ^Hains, who had been confined, and 
got out of prison when the wall feH, at the first 
shock, were busily emplc^ed in setting fire to 
those buildings, which stood some chance of 
escaping the general destruction* I cmmot con- 
ceive what could have induced them to this hel- 
lish work, except to add to the horror and confii- 
sioh, that they might, by these means, have the 
better opportunity of plundering with security; 
But there Avas no necessity for taking this trdu- 
ble, as they might certainly have done their bu- 
siness without it ; since the whole dty was so 
deserted before night, that I believe not a soul 
remsdned in it, exc^t those execrable villains, 
and others of the same fitamp. It is possible 
some among them might have had other mo- 
tives besides robbing, as one in particular being 
apprehended (they say he was a Moor, con- 
demned to the gallies)* confessed at the gal- 
lows, that he had set fire to the king's palace 
with his own hand ; at the same time glorying 
in the action, and declaring with his last breath, 
that he hoped to have burnt all the royal femily. 
The fire in short, by some means or other, may 
be said to have destroyed the whole city, at least 
every thing that was gr;^nd or valuable in it. 
The damage on this occasion is not to be esti- 

♦ Thirty-four of these wretches were executed ia a few 

days. * 



mated ; but you may judge it must have beenr 
immense^ from the few followiog particulars* 

All the fine tapestry, pcuntings, plate, jewelsy^ 
furniture, Sec* of the king's palace, amounting to 
inany millions, with the rich vestments and cost- 
ly ornaments of the patmarchal^ church ac^joining. 
(where service was performed with no less pomp 
than that of tlie pope's own chapel) ; all the 
riches' of the palace of Bragan90, where the 
erowti jewels, and plate of inestimable value, 
with quantities of the finest silk tapestries, inter-, 
woven, with gold and silver thread, and hang- 
ings of velvet and damask, were kept ; all tha 
rich goods and spices in the India warehouses 
under the palace, those belonging to the mer- 
chants of difierent nations in the opposite cus^* 
tom-house, as well as those in the merchants' 
own houses, and dispersed among the numerous^ 
shops, were utterly consumed^ or lost ; even those 
few effects that had the luck of escaping the first' 
fiame%, found no security, in the open spaces they 
were carried to, being there either bunit with 
the' sparks that fell on every side, or lost in the 
hurry and confusion the people were then in, or 
(which I knew to have been the case of many 
persons property) stolen by those abandoned 
villains, who made their doubly wicked advan- 
tage of this general calamity* 

With regard to the buildings, it was observed, 
that the most solid, in general, fell the first, * 
among which, besides those already mentioned, 
were, the granaries of the public com market ; 
the great royal hospital in the Rocieu, that called 

* This ciraimstance seems to £eivotir J>r. Stukely's opi- 
mon, that earthquakes are, in a great measure^ owing t9 
electrical shocks. ^ ^ 
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t&e Mlsereooi^iki ior the miinteoaik^e of pooF 
orphati ^Hs, most oi wiidm perished ; the fine 
ehurch aiid convent of S&itit Domingo, where 
n^s one of the largest and noblest libraries in 
£iih>pe ; the gi«iid church of the Carmelites, 
supported by two rows of whit^ marble pillars, 
with the miraculous image of our lady of mount 
Carmel, who could not save her favourite tern- 
, fie from ruin ; the cM cathedral, which was of 
an exceSKve thickness ; the raAgnificeot church 
of the regular canons of St. Augustine, not 
much unlike our St* Paul's, though not to be 
compared to it for bigness^ and reckoned by 
connoisseurs the finest piece of architecture in 
Europe, where lay the bodies of the late king' 
John, and several of the royal £ftmiiy, whose 
monuments, by the fall of the cupola, were 
crushed in pieces : die castlei or citadel, whei^ift 
tiie andent archives and records were reposited ; 
Uie prison of the inquisitkm, or h<dy office, as it 
is csdled, with diat of the Zimoeira, which was 
a palace of the Moorish kmgs, over which the 
supreme court of justice was held, for the try« 
ing of criminals. In short, it is impossible to 
enuiherate the particular damages in buildings 
only ; to say all in one word, every parish 
church, convent^ nunnery, pidace, and public 
edifice, with an infinite nunU^er c^ private houses, 
were either tiii^wn down, or so miserably shat- 
tered, that it is rendered dangerous to pass 
by them« As to the people who lost their lives 
on tlUs occasioft, to say nothing of those who 
were crushed to death in theiv own houses, in 
8ome of which no less than forty persons were 
kilied(asa &mily lives on every floor), eithet 
inee^g with immediate death, op^ having had 
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dieir limbs broken by the ML of the stones in the 
streets ; you may easily judge what prodigioufi 
mimbers must have perished in the churches and 
conyentsy as the first shock happened at high 
-mass, when they were assembl^ at their devo- 
tions. ' 

The whole number of persoiui that perished, 
induing those that were burnt, or afterwards - 
crushed to death whilst digging in the ruins, is 
supposed, on the lowest calcuktion, to amount 
to more than sixty/ thousand ; and though the 
damage in otiier respects cannot be computed, 
3ret you may Ibnn some idea of it^ wkien^ I as- 
sure you, that this extensive and <^uient city 
is now n<^ing. but a. vast heap of ndns,> that the 
rich and poor are.atjH'esent upcm a level, some 
thousands of &milie% which but the d4y before 
had been easy in their circumstances, being now 
scattered about in ihe fiekls, wanting every con- 
veniency of life, and finding none able to relieve 
them. 

A few days after the first consternation was 
over, I. venture dawik into the city, by the 
9a£esi ways I could pick out, to see if there waa 
a posnbiUty of getting any thing out of my 
lodgings; but the ruins- were now so augmented ^ 
by the late fire, that I was sa far fiv>m -being 
able to distinguish the individual spot where 
the house stood, that I could not even distin- 
guish the street, amidst such mountains of stones 
and rubbish which rose on every side. Some 
.days after, I v«[]^red down again with several 
porters,, who, iiaving long plied in. these parts of 
the town, were well acquainted with the situa- 
tion of particular houses ; by their assistance, 
I at last ^scovered the sppt ; but^ras soon coot- 
K3. 
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inhctif tof dig fi» vkf ^ng tiieve, bcaides Urn 
dmg^ of siiGli«ttatieni{>tj weaid never vosmec 
tlit«9cpence; andwlisit finther ludttted me to 
iBf i»ide i# tlhoag^ of the matter^ was tJse 
i^tt'of th« fiins^s^ snioakiii|;i». fromwlniGe 
I knew for certain, that those things I setfebe 
greatest tatbeoBhnnsst hssie been iiTecovcvably 
kstia^fire* 

0» fao& the tittieB wfaoi I attempted to nuke 
this fruitless search^ t^tfodsHf the first, there 
came soch a» int^enibte^ stench from the dead 
bodiesy that I was- reiKlf to fednt away ; and 
-though k<£d not seem so gi^eat this last tiim, 
yet it had lilc»tahai« beea^ more fatal tome, 
aa I contracted a feniet by it ; but of which, 
God be peaked^ i soon got the better. How* 
ever^ this made me so caatious for the fotme, 
that I av^ed passing near certam i^aces, 
-wkere the stench was so exoei«u?e that people 
began to dread an infection-: a gettd s m a p 
told me, that going into the town a few d&3rs 
after the earthquatus, he saw acierafc bodies 
lying in the streets^ some hotnfaSy mangled, 
as he supposed, by the ddgs ; others half bimi:; 
some quite roasted ; and that in certain, {daceiy 
particukrly near the doors of churches, thejr 
lay in vast heaps, jHled upon one another. 

They have been em^yed ncnv for several 
^ys pastin taking up the dead bodies, wMcfa 
are earned out into the neighbouring fields; 
but the greater part still remain under the rub- 
bish, nor do 1 think it would be safeto reaaeve 
them, even though it were practkable, on ae- 
eoont of die stench. 

I shall meniion only one circumstance moft, 
idfttii^to t|iis(keftdfol idfoiiv as there appea^> 
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rt 8«ttkethifig'Vety extntofdinflarjr in iu One 
Mr. BurmadtdfV ft Haadni»gb msschaat o£ this 
place, had received a letter from his partner at 
Hamburgh) adviiskaig hiaa to rtmavn^ a large 
^n»tity 00 flaix, and oibsr i^uaUe eflbct^ 
mixitiie house ho ibetk resided in^ to aereval 
distaBt irairehoiiaes in dHferem paits-of tite 
^^^y givkig a» a leasoii br hiii deMmg? him* to 
use this precaution, that he hftd.dv«»medy Sir 
fourteen nights together, the city of Lisbon was 
all on fire.^ You may depend on the veracity 
of the &ct, as here related, since Mr. But- 
master publicly shewed this letter to every body. 
But whether the advice waa owing to any super- 
natural warning, or merely accidental, it was 
of no manner of .sigiii^Qal30&, as he did not pay 
the least regard to it ; so that his goods shared 
the same fitte with the rest of hi».iittghbo!iie* . 

Thus^ my dear firioidt have. I ^^ran you a 
genuine, though imperfect accoimt of this 
terrHile judgment, which haa left so deep atn 
impiesmnoamy mand, that I shaM never wear 
koff. I have lost aM the moaegr I had by me, 
and have saved no oiher clothes than what: I 
ha,ve 01^ my back ; but what 1 legiet moat^ is, 
die irreparable loss, of my books and papas* 
To add to my {M^seBb diatxeaa, those friends to 
whom I could have applied on as^ other oc- 
canoo, ^are now in the same wr^ched circum- 
stances with myselL However^ notwithtttand- 
ing all I have suffered^ I do not think I have 
leoson to despair, but radier,. to return my grate- 
ful acknowledgments to the Afanigfaty, who 
hath so visibly presented my life, amidst such 
dangers, where so many dtousandft perished : 
and the same good Providence^ I tcust, will 
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Still continue to protect me,, and point out some 
^eaiis to extricate myself out of these difficult 
ties. 

As the place is in such disorder and confusion^ 
that the administration of justice is put a stop 
tOy and it is not likely that any business will 
be carried on for some time, I intend to take 
my passage for England, as soon as a con* 
Tenient opportunity offers. 

lam, &c. 



HISTORY OF SPAIN; 
CHAPTER I. 

JFrom the Accc9non of Euric to the Subvermn tf 
the Gothic Monarchy by the Moore* 

THE kingdom of Spain, situated betweoi 
ten and three degrees of east longitude, and 
between fortynsix and forty-four degrees of 
north latitude, is bounded by the Pyrenesoi 
mountains on the north, by the Mediterranean 
on the east, by the Strsdts of Gibraltar on the 
south, and by die Atlantic Ocean on the west- 
It is said to be seven hundred miles long, and 
five hundred broad ; and is supposed to contain 
about ten miliums of inhabitants, on a sur&ce 
of 150,763 square miles. 

The soil is naturally good, though in many 
parts destitute of cultivation ; and the face of 
the country is prettily diversified with extensive 
pastures, fertile vineyards,^ and numerous plan- 
stations, of mulberry trees, which afford suste- 
nance to myriads of silk worms, and offer an 
inviting umbrage to the way-worn traveller. 
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The mouiltaiiis are clothed with Terdufe, and 
feathered with shrubs, to their very summits $ 
the valleys are annually crowned with an ex- 
uberance of odorifeimis heitts^ delidous fruits, 
and valual^ drugs ; and even the bowels of 
the earth are enriched with several invahudile 
nunes and quarries. Some salutiferous springs 
are, also, found at Granada,. Seville, and Cor* 
dova ; and the refreshing tweeaes whidi fire* 
quently blow frcmi the hills are admirabiy adapt- 
ed, by an all gracious Providenee, to counter* 
act the efl^ts of the inU^rabk heat^^ to which 
the southern distiicts are exposed, in Uie months 
of June, July, August, and September* 

Among the animal productions of this couo* 
try^ horses claim the most distinguished placej 
as being deemed the. most handsome, swift, and 
serviceable of any in Eufeope; the sheep are 
v^versatty famed for their beautiful wool ; 
moles and black cattle are also> tolerably good ; 
and the wild biilUi are so exIiDemely femcious^ 
tha;ta-bttll feast ifras formeriy accounted one of 
the most magniiicent entertmnmcnls at the 
I^Mmish court. Game and wild fowH simiiair 
to those of the neighboufing' countries, abound 
inmost of the provincea; andtheSponi^ seas 
are stored with vaxious and exeellent species of 
fbh. 

In ancient times, Spai» was /fimed fi» its 
valuable nunes of gold and «lvei^ aiiid, thoogh 
these httve disappeaned, it stali affords iron^ 
copper, lead, cornelian, agate, crystals, maiK 
bte, pcMTphysyy jasper,, and vairious Idnds of pre- 
cious stones. The rs^^etabls prodQCtisns mae 
iiso extremdy nsmevooB, paiticutady omigea^ 
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lemoDs, prunes, nduDs, figs, almonds, olives,- 
ftnd mulberries. 

• Of the manufiK^tures of this country, th^ most 
considerable are g^ass, porcelun, silk stockings, 
esparto ropes, hempen cordage, wool, copper, 
and hardware. Barilla and salt-petre may be 
reckoned among the most valuable articles of 
commerce ; but the Spaniards, unfortunately 
for themselyes, make gold and silver the prin- 
cipal branches of their exports and imports, 
while the consuls, agents, and co-respondents 
fof other countries improve ^is national im- 
prudence to their respective advanti^;es. 

The principal mountains of Spain are the 
Pyr^n^es which extend ftt>m the Bay of Biscay 
to the Mediterranean ; the Cantabrian moun- 
tains, which run from the Pyr^n^es to the At- 
lantic Ocean ; Mount Calpe, or. the bill of Gib- 
raltar; and Montserrat, which excites the at- 
tention of every curious traveller by the singu- 
larity of its situation, form, and composition. 

The rivers most worthy of notice are, the 
Douro, which fidls into the Atlantic Ocean 
near Oporto ; the Tagus, which disembogues 
itself into the same ocean below Lisbon ; the 
Guadalquiver, which t^minates at St. Lucar ; 
and. the Ebro, formerly called Iberus, which 
fidls into the Mediterranean Sea, at a small 
distance from Tortma. The chief bays are 
those of Biscay, Corunna, Ferrol, Cadiz, Vigo, 
Gibraltar, Alicant^ Carthagena, Roses, Altea, 
and Valencia. 

Among the natural curiosities of Spain we 
must numerate the river Tinto, which petri-» 
tea the sand in a most surprising mannei^ 
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witihers all the plants on its banks^ and com- 
municates a yellow tinge to whatever is thrown 
into it ; the river Guadina^ which* like the Mole 
in England, runs under ground, and then rises 
again ; and the cave of St. Michael, near the 
rock of Gibraltar, in which a petrifying water 
continually drips from the roof, and forms a 
prodigious number of beautiful stalactites. The 
Toyal cabinet, at Madrid, contains a great number 
of precious stones, marbles, ores, &c. ; and is en- 
riched with a curious collection of ewers, cups, 
basons, vases, plates, and ornamental pieces of 
amethyst, agate, and rock crystal, mounted in 
gold and enamel. 

The prindpal antiquities <^ this country are, 
a magnificent aqueduct, erected by Trajan, 
over a deep valley near Segovia ; a triumphal 
arch, said to have been raised by the illustrious 
Hannibal, at Martorel ; the remains of a Ro- 
man theatre, now* converted into a church, at 
Toledo ; a ruinous watch-tower near Cadiz ; 
and the royal palace of the Alhambra at Gra- 
nadsy which is equally remarkable on account 
of Its situation, . architecture, and internal 
beauty. 

TJie kingdom of ^ Spain was known to the 
^mcients, by the names Iberia, Hesperia, and 
Hispania; and, about the time of- the Punic 
wars, it was divided into Citerior and Ulterior ; 
but it has undergone innumerable changes since 
that period ; and is now divided into the prot- 
vinces of Old and New Castile, Asturia, Ga- 
licia, Arrs^n, Biscay, Navarre, Leon, Cata- 
lonia, Valencia, Murcia, .Granada, Andalusia, 
and Estramadura. 

Madridi the capital of this country, is a dirty 
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^moontiMtable citf^ in tfae^pfratiace of New 
Castile. The population is ettimated at four 
hundred tkousaod iadividaals ; and ^me of 
tiie streets are tolembly spacious ; but the 
houses are rendered extremdy odious by the 
tircumstaDce of their windows bdng grated 
^ithi iron bars ; and'the only wall thatsurrounds 
the city is buik of 'mud* Ixx^tags.uv usaoUy 
let at an exoi^tant vale ; and the want of ta- 
verns and €ofieei>iM»uses is severely felt by fo* 
ragners : but 'provisions aite moderately cheap ; 
«nd the.paiaces, or royal hunting seats^ in the 
vicinity of the terpen, are worthy of admiration- 
Burgos, though formerly the ca{Htal of the 
jLiagdom of Castile, has now sunk into ob- 
.scurity, and is only remarkable for its cathe* 
dral, which is one of the finest Gothic struo- 
tures in Europe. 

Cadiz, the great emporium of Spanish com- 
merce, is situated on a small island near th^ 
continent of Andalusia, and joined to the msu0 
land by a fortified bridge. The streets are 
narrow, dirty, and much infested witli |ats; 
but the harbour is excellent, and the adjacent 
Scenery beautifully rural. 

Seville is a spacious and well built town, on 
the banks of the Guadalquiver ; but greatly 
decayed both in wealtli and population. The 
steeple of Seville cathedral is accounted one of 
the greatest curiosities in Spain ; a Gothic cas* 
tie in the suburb of Friana is said to have been 
the first seat of the Spanish inquisition; and 
the wall of the city seems to have been of 
•Moorish construction. 

Cordova, in the province of Andalusia, con- 
tains a magnificent cathedral, and some cxten* 
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^ve palaces belonging to the inquisition; but 
the streets are mean and dirty, and the chief 
trade of the inhabitants consists in a particular 
kind of leather called cordovan. 

Barcelona is a handsome circular city, si- 
tuated on the Mediterranean, and said to have 
been founded by Hamilcar Barcas. The gene- 
rality of the houses are lofty, and the streets 
are well paved and lighted. The inhabitants, 
who are computed at about 150,000, supply 
the Spanish troops with most of their arms and 
clothing; and their bravery was demonstrated 
in 1714 by their sustaining a siege against a 
powerful army : but they are unfortunately 
bigoted to the fopperies of popery, and, on the 
eve of All Souls, they render themselves truly 
ridiculous by ranning from house to house to 
cat chesnuts, under the absurd idea that for 
every chesnut they swallow with due faith the 
soul of a fellow creature will be delivered from 
purgatory. 

Malaga is a large and populous city, sur* 
rounded with a double wall, strengthened by 
several towers, and commanded by a Moorish - 
castle. The streets are in general narrow ; 
but the cathedral is a stupendous structure ; 
and the city is rendered &mous by its great 
antiquity, and the luxuriant fertility of the 
circumjacent country. 

Valencia is a spacious city, surrounded by 
Jofty walls ; and its archbishopric is said to be 
one of the best in Spain : but the streets are 
crooked, dirty, and narrow ; the decorations of 
the churches are rather tawdry than magnifi- 
cent ; and a considerable part of the popu- 
kition consists of priests, nulls, and fri^ 

Vou XV. L 
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Bilboa is pleasantly situated oti tlie banks of 
the Ybaizabal ; and contains about eight hun-^ 
dred houses, with a fine square by the water 
side. The streets are rem»kably levels clean, 
and well paved, and the adjacent scenery is 
highly picturesque and interesting* 

Gibraltar, which was taken by the English 
in 1704, and afterwards defended with extra- 
ordinary gallantry against the united forces of 
France and Spain, is a commodious port, and 
admiralty situated for commanding the en* 
trance into the Levant and - Mediterranean* 
The town is so completely environed by lofty 
hills, and so strongly fortified both by art and 
nature^ as to be a&iost inaccessible ; the har- 
bour is well planted with cannon; and the 
Strength of the garrison is judiciously adapted 
to the importance of the place. 

The other principal cities in Spain are Es- 
curial, in the province of New Castile, famous 
for its magnificent palace ; Salamanca, a beau? 
tiful and opulent town in Leon ; Granada, con- 
taining the magnificent palace of the Alham- 
bra ; Carthagena, in Murcia, noted for its ma* 
nufitctures of esparto ropes and cables j To* 
ledo, situated on the river Tagus ; Compostella 
in Galicia ; Oviedo in Asturia ; Saragossa in 
Arragon ; Roses in Catcdonia; Pampeluna in 
Navarre ; and Badajos in Estramadura. The 
European islands belonging to this kingdom 
Are those of Majorca, Yvica, and Minorca. 

The generality of the Spaniards are of a mid* 
die stature and well proportioned ; their com<- 
plexion is dari^, and their eyes and countenances 
are remarkably ex|>ressive. The men are 
femed for their secrecy^ temperance, sind fr- 
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delity, and the women have been frequently ex« 
tolled on account of their personal charms : 
but the virtues of the former are sadly tarnished 
by the just imputation of indolence, pride, ^and 
jealousy , and the beauty of the latter is said to 
exist chiefly in their noTjels and romances* Howw 
ever, as the inhabitants of the Spanish provinces 
tliffer materially from each other, it may be 
proper to g^ve their characters in the language 
of a justly celebrated traveller. << The Catalans, 
says Mr* Swinburn, ^' are an active stirring set 
pf men, who seem well calculated for busi« 
^ess, travelling, and manufactures; the Va^' 
Jenciana are a more sedate race, better adapted 
to the occup^ions of husbandry, less eager to 
change their situation, and of a more timid and 
suspicious cast of mind than the former ; the 
Andalu^ians seem to be the greatest talkers of 
Spain ; the New Castilians are, perhaps, *the 
least industrious of the whole nation; the Old 
Qastilians are laborious, and retain much of the 
ancient simplicity of manners ; the Arragonese 
are a mixti^re of Castilian and Catalan, rather 
inclining to the former; the Biscayners are 
scute and diligent, but impatient of controul ; 
«nd the Galicians are a plodding race of mor- 
lals, who roam over Spain in search of a hardly 
earned subsistence." The bull feasts, pr fights 
of cavaliers, form a strilung trait in the manners 
of the Spaniards ; dancing is, also, so univer- 
sally admired, that a grandmother, mother, and 
daughter, frequently join in the same country 
dance ; and noctumsd serenades are very fre- 
quent in the principal cities. 
The government of Spain is that of an ab- 
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solute hereditaiy monarchy; and females are 
capable of succession. The king is inaugurated 
by the delivery of a sword, without the cere- 
mony of coronation ; his eldest son is called 
^ prince of Asturias ;" and his youngest chil* 
dren of both sexes are distinguished by the ap* 
pellation of in&ntas. 

The privy council, consisting of a number of 
grandees appointed by the king, is only autho- 
rized to prepare and digest papers for the cabinet 
council, in which the direction of the executive 
government is vested ; the council of war taket 
cognizance of all military affsurs ; and the 
council of Castile is the supreme law tribunaL 
Courts of royal audience are established in Se- 
ville, Saragossa, Valencia, and Barcelona : and 
there are several subordinate tribunals for the 
police, finances, &c. The government of Spa- 
nish * America forms a separate system, and is 
delegated to various magistrates, who, in their 
respective districts are almost absolute. A 
council for the Indies is established in Old 
Spain, and consists of a governor, four secre- 
taries, twenty-two counsellors, and other officers* 
The cortes, or parliaments of the kingdom, are 
abolished, and even the fsdnt remains of their 
constitution seem to be threatened with anni- 
hilation. 

The military force of Spain is computed at 
ninety thousand men, including regulars and 
militia i and the navy consists of seventy sail <^ 

* The foreien poseessions of Spain, besides those in 
America, are the islands of St. Lazaro, the Ladrones, and 
the Philippines, in Asia ; and the towns of Aran, Ceut&« 
and Masal^uiver, in Africa. 



^b fine, three ships of fiftf guns, sei^snteeii 
frigates, nineteen troops, two fire shipk, land two 
hospital ships. 

f The annual revenues, arising tb Ihe kin^ 
irom Old Spain, amount to five miffions steiw 
ling ; and these form the best support; of hk 
^vemment : for though his American income 
l>e-vety great, it is generalljr embea^led or an- 
ticipated before it reaches his court. The taxes, 
whence the internal reiremiies arise, are so various 
and arbitrary that it is impossible to fix them 
^nth any degree of precision, 
f The established religidn of Spain is popery ^ 
iitnA the inhabitants have been so steady in the 
l^fipofedsion and practice of its greatest absunMties, 
iSHat their sovereign is distinguished by the epi- 
thet of " most Catholic." The infamous tribi!i- 
^al of the inquitution is ^Iso established in this 
^trntry : but the power of the ecclesiastics has 
been considerably reduced of late years ; and a; 
tt>yal edict has been promulgated to prevent the 
admission of novices into convents without spe<- 
tial permissk>n. It is, however, computed that 
#iere are now in Spain fifty-four thousand frian^ 
thirty-four thousand nuns, and twenty thousand 
liecular clergy. There are, likewise, eijght arch- 
Mshopncsy ferty-six bidioprics, and twenty-fbur 
imiversides.^ 

Such cf the Spanish nobility and gientry as 
{ffe unmixed with Mborish faxhilies are distin^* 
l^i^hed by the general appellation of "Hi- 
dalgo ;" and are divided into princes, dukes, 
tnarquisses, counts, viscounts, and other inferior 
titles. The orders of knighthood are those of 
the Golden Fleece, Calatrava) St. Jago de Com* 
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postella^ Montesa, The Lady of Mercy, Charles 
III. and Alcantara* 

The Spanish language is expressive and mac 
jestic ; and might be called a spurious Latin 
were it not for several exotic words and termina- 
tions, diat have been introduced by the Goths 
and Moors. It makes but an indifferent figure 
in translation ; but it may be con^dered as a 
standard tongue, having retained its purity for 
nearly two hundred years. 

Literature cannot be expected to flourish un- 
der so despotic a government as that of Spaia : 
there are, however, some good productions, in 
the Spanish langui^;e, on various literary sub- 
jects ; and several of the cities and palaces es^- 
hibit striking specimens of Spanish painting, ar- 
chitecture, and sculpture. 

It appears expedient to commence our history 
of Spain with the accession of Euric, who is 
commonly considered cus the founder of the 
Gothic monarchy in that country : but in order 
to render it the more perspicuous and intelligi- 
ble, we must take a rapid survey of the general 
state of affairs not only in Spedn, but likewise in 
the adjacent nations. 

. ^ The eastern coasts of Spain were, at 

^5^* this time, possessed by Uie Romany* 
though the power of tiiat people had 
suffered a sensible diminution ; the western part 
of the country was subject to Reumond, king of 
the Sueves, who had secured his territories by 
a prudent marriage with the daughter of Theo- 
doric ; and the interior provinces, together with 
those on the frontiers of Gaul, were held by the 
Visigoths^ who had fixed the seat of theu> king- 
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Horn at Thoulouse. Leo L swayed the sceptre 
t>f the eastern empire, and possessed sufficient 
authority to nominate an emperor of the west : 
and the Vandals were masters of all the coasts 
opponte to Spain, under their monarch GenseriC) 
'Who had rendered himself formidable to all his 
enemies, and was generally acknowledged as a 
lawful prince. AH these nations professed the 
religion of Christ ; but the Visigoths, Sueves, 
and Vandals, were unhappily contaminated with 
-the pernicious heresy of Anus ; and they appear 
to have acted with great cruelty toward the 
Catholic inhabitants of some Gallic and Spanish 
provinces which had been torn from the Roman 
empire. 

Euric, having obtained possession of those ex- 
tensive dominions which had been acquired by 
the valour of his father Theodoric, conceived the 
des^ of driving the Romans entirely out of 
Spain; and actuaUy made him^lf master oi 
wPampeluna, Saragossa, Catalonia, Valencia, and 
Lusitania. Some strenuous exertions were in- 
deed made, by the nobility and gentry, against 
.this encroachment of the Visigoths ; but these 
were rendered abortive, and Euric, having pro- 
vided for the safety of his new conquests, led his 
victorious army into Gaul, where he successively 
reduced the important cities of Tours^ Bqurges^ 
- and Clermont. 

On the deposition of Augustulus, and the 
^subversion of the western empire, Euric ac- 
cepted a proffered alliance with Odoacer, king of 
the Heruli ; and made himself master of Aries 
• and Marseilles, which had hitherto remained in 
the hands of the Romans; The Burgundians 
.were alarmed at the augmenting power of their 
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juariike neighboiuv aad endeavoucieil to arrest the 
lirogrcss of his anasy by making an ifruptioi^ in* 
:te his territoFies : but they were oMnpeUed to 
^retreat with conaideraUe loss ; «nd Euric devot- 
ed the remsdnder (^ his life to U^e etifoyment of 
Stace and the cultiyation of Uie milder arts* 
e died in the nineteenth year of his reign; and 
left his Spanish and Gallic dominions to his sod 
Alaric* 
. j^ £unc's successor commenced his g9h 
484. vemment with great nuldness, lod pro» 
vided Ibr the security of his subjects by 
espousiniga daughter oi Theodbnc, king of the 
bstrogothst He also caused the Theodosian 
code of laws to be abridged by one of the most 
Jleamed lawyers of that nge ; and exerted hini« 
self to compose some differences which had ari- 
^n between his predecessor and the king of the 
Franks: but in the latter attempt he unfortunate 
'.ly &iled; and hostilities aisued, which termi« 
nated in his death, and the utter defeat of his 
most gallant forces. 

^ ^ After this catastrophe, which hap^ 
^Qj' pened within nine miles of Poitiers, 
some of the feteran officers of the Visi- 
goths retired into Spain, with Amalaric the onfy 
surviving son of their deceased master^ The 
major part of the troops, however, refiised to 
invest an infant with the sovereignty at so criti- 
cal a juncture ; and consented that Gesalaic, a 
statural son of Alaric, should assume the regd. 
dignity. 

Gesalaic had scarcely ascended the vacant 
throne, before he was defeated by the Burgun- 
dians, and compelled to flee into Spain, whence 
he was afterwards driven into AMca ; whilst 
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tiie Visigoths, iiaving received some poweifal suc^- 
cours from Theodoric, resumed their wonted cou* 
rage, and obliged both the Franks and Burgun« 
dians to abandon their late ccMiquests. The 
king of the Ostrogoths claimed the country oi 
Provence, as a remuneration for his assistance on 
this occasion : but he governed the rest of 
Alaric's territories merely as regent for Ama- 
laric, and entrusted the administration with a 
person of known merit and ability. 

After an absence of about four years, Ge- 
salaic returned into Gaul, and raised a nume* 
rous body of forces in order to attempt the re^ 
covery of some of the Spanish cities ; but he 
was soon encountered and slain by part of The6« 
doric's army ; and Amalaric, having attained 
to years of maturity, was put in possession of 
his father's dominions. 

Shortly after he had assumed the reins ^ ^ 
of government, Amalaric became en- ^'^g ' 
amoured of Clotilda, daughter c^ Clovis, 
and the nuptials were sdenmize'd with greal 
magnificence : but his subsequent conduct was 
so base and unmanly, that the unhappy princess 
sent an affecting descripUon of her sufferings 
to her brethren, among whom the kingdom of 
the Franks was divided, and earnestly requested 
them to interfere on her behalf* Hereupon Chil« 
debert, king of France, marched with a power- 
ful army into the territories of the aggressor, 
and gained a decisive victory over the Visigoths. 
Amfdaric fell a sacrifice to the resentment of his 
mvaders ; Clotildse, dying, on the road to her 
brother's dominions, was interred with her royal 
feiUier in the monastery of St. Genevieve i and 



the odnqueror enriched his dhtttches with the 
treasures of lus &Uen adversary* 
. The royal &mily of the Goths being extinct» 
it was necessary to fill the vacant throne by elec- 
tion ; a2id the general choice fell upon Theudis, 
who had governed Spain with unblemished repu<» 
lation^during the minority of the deceased prince. 

* Theudis had scarcely assumed the royal title 
before the princes of the Franks retolved to drive 
both him and his Gothic subjects oat of GauL 
^his design, however, was suspended for sdme 
time^ and eventually frustrated by the prudence 
and cbnduct of the new king. But he wiis, soon 
after, repulsed with ignominy by some imperial 
forces whom he attempted to.expel from the city 
6f Ceuta, in Africa ; And, dn his return to Spain^ 
be was assassinated by ^.pretended maniac* 

jj The Visigoths having performed their 
348. ' bst m6uniM duties to their deceased 
master, oonferred the supreme dignity 
upon one <^ their commanders, named Theo* 
Aosile : but his intemperance, lust, and cruelty 
fendere4 bis Teign so odious, that a conspiracy 
was soon formed against his person, and he 
was murdered at an entertainment, after he had 
disgraced the regal titie for about seventeen 
months* 
' A D ^P^ ^^ death of this tyrant, Agila 

* k\q, ^"'^ I^aced on the vacant throne ; but 

' as Ms elevation had resulted entirely 
from the choice of the conspirators, mthout any 
of the usual forms, many of the nobili^ were 
disgusted ; and a general spirit of disaffection 
be^oi to appear in several of the provinces* 
The people of Cordova not only refuted to ac« 
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oounse to arim^ and defeated him in a pitched 
battle; a body of impetial troops, under thet 
ocnnmand of Xaberius, joined the maleconteatsi 
and took possession of all the maritime country 
from the .fortress of Gibraltar to the colifoies di 
Valencia ; and A^la was eventually put to death 
by the nobles who attended upon his person, bu^ 
who were provoked by lus insolence, find dis* 
tracted at the idea o£ the civil war which had 
followed his election* 

The news of Agila's death was no ^ jj 
sooner made public, than Athanagilde, ^^^ * 
a Visigo^ of noble extraction, who had 
takm an active. part in the late rebellion, wa9 
proclaimed king with mnveraal acclamations i 
and, by his command, the seat of the Gothi<} 
monarchy was removed to Toledo* The com- 
mencement of his reign was extremely mild ; 
and his subjects rejoiced in observing that he 
rather chose to establish his authority on their 
affections than their fears. A temporary alarm 
was, indeed, excited by some unwarrantable en- 
croachments of the Imperialists : but this was 
soon and effectually obviated by the xeal <^ 
Athana^lde and the bravery of his adher^its* 
The remainder of hb life, exclusive of some do- 
mestic vexations which arose from ithe marriage 
of one of his daughters with the kii% of Soisspns^ 
was passed in perfect tranquillity v and he died) 
in the thirteenth year of his reign, equally ve- 
nerated by his subjects and respected by his 
neighbours* 

An interregnum of five months succeeded 
the death of this amiable prince \ and, during 
Ihat period, the natiop suffered severely from 
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the private views and jealousies of the nbbleSy 
and from the bold innovations of the Imperi- 
alists. At length, however, the inhabitants of 
most of the cities became discontented, and the 
nobles deemed it expedient to provide for their 
Ovm safety by making choice of a king. 

This resolution being adopted, Liuva, govern- 
or of the Gothic produces in Gaul, was nomi- 
nated as the successor of Athanagilde ; and it 
is universally agreed by historians, that no in- 
dividual was ever more deserving of a crown, for 
piety, prudence, and bravery were happily uni- 
ted in his character, and his patriotism induced 
him to lay aside every thought of private advan- 
tage, in order to devote his whole attention to 
the welfare of his subjects. Perceiving the 
necesMty of a careful administration in the 
Gallic provinces, and knowing that the Visi- 
goths might be easily expelled from their Spa- 
nish dominions if they had not a chief of dis- 
tinguished abilities in that country, he associated 
his brother, Leovig^lde, in the regal dignity, 
and requested him to reside at the court of 
T<dedo ; whilst himself remained in Gaul, and 
took every possible precaution for the preserva- 
tion of his people's security, and the augmenta- 
tion of their felicity. These excellent designs 
he fillly ^atdomplished ; and died universally re- 
gretted. In the year five hundred and seventy- 
two, after an honoun^e and useful reign of five 
years. 

Leovigilde had, previously to his brother's 
death, restored the reputation of the Goths in 
Spain by several great achievements : and, on 
his becoming sole monarch, he determined to 
chastise alT the revolted provinces, and to reduce 



them under that form of government which he 
thought proper to impose. This great design 
was accomptished with complete success ; and 
LeoTigilde had the satis&ction of observing tha 
the reputation of his arms increased with every 
campaign ; and that his government was now 
established in perfect security. 

Anxious to improve this favourable conjuncture 
to the advantage of his own family, he prevailed 
on the Visigoths to admit the association of his 
two sons, Hermenigilde and Recared^ as heirs 
expectant of the kingdom^ and as possessors of 
a certain share of the regal authority. He also 
concluded a marriage between Hermenigilde 
and the princess Ingonde, and sent the young 
couple to keep their court at Seville : but, in con- 
sequence of some religious disputes, a civil war 
ensued between the &.Uier and the son ; and the 
latter being reduced to great extremities, was 
despoiled of all ensigns of royalty, and thrown 
into prison at Toledo. This quarrel, among 
other mischievous consequences, occasioned a 
violent persecution i^nst the Catholic bishops 
and clergy, and gave rise to a general rebellion 
of the Vascons, who inhabited the countries of 
Navarre, Jacca, and Guipuscoa. 
. While the king was employed in suppressing 
this revolt, Hermenigilde escaped from his pri- 
son, and took the best measures for his security 
by fortifying himself in Seville : but that city 
was reduced to such extremities, by Leovigilde^ 
that the unfortunate prince was obliged to quit 
it, and to retire to Cordova, where he was again 
made prisoner by his exasperated father. From 
Cordova he was sent, in chains, to Seville^ and 
shut up in a solitary tower, where he received an 

Vol. XV. M 
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offer of foi^iveness, on condition of his renounc- 
ing the catholic faith, and communicadng vnih 
an Arian prelate : but as he rejected these pro- 
posals with honest indignation, he was privately 
lE^urdered by the royal command, and his only 
son, whom he had by the princess Ingonde, was 
sent to Constantinople* 

jj Some time after this tragical occur- 
584. renccj Leovigilde turned his victorious 
arms against the Sueves, who were un- 
der the power of an usurper named ^ Andaca. 
He met with a very feeble resistance in his pas- 
sage to Brague ; and on the reduction of that 
city he banished Andaca to Badajos,- and obliged 
him to become a priest, in order to prevent any 
fuftire disturbances from his intrigues or pre- 
tensions. Thus was the kingdom of the Sueves 
subverted ; and from this period the two nations 
of the Sueves and Visigotiis acknowledged the 
same sovereign. 

The Franks made a powerful irruption, about 
the same time, into Leovigilde's Gallic domi- 
nions : but they were repulsed with considerable 
loss by the bravery of prince Rechared ; and 
the young conqueror acquired a considerable de- 
gree of popularity, at his return, by espousing 
the daughter of a powerful and opulent Goth. 
Toward the latter end of the year Leovigilde 
died, in an advanced age, at Toledo ; and is 
ssdd, by some historians, to have been reconciled 
to the catholic &ith: but tlus fact is by no 
means indisputable* 

In the character of Leovigilde, as in those of 
most heroes, we perceive a combination of good 
and evil qualities. Ambition, avarice, and 
cruelty have been jusUy charged upon him by 
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most writers ; yet historical justice compels us 
to observe, that tie was a brave commander, a 
great economist, a lover of equity, and an able 
politician. He reduced a disordered government 
to perfect regularity ; revised and enforced those 
salutary laws which, from the time of Alaric, 
had been shamefully neglected ; settled a royal 
treasury, and regulated the finances ; overawed 
the Imperialists and the neighbouiing barbarians 
by the terror of his arms ; and, by cajoling, cor- 
rupting, and dividing his enemies, gradually pre- 
pared them for subjection. He was the first 
king of the Visigoths who assumed the insignia 
of royalty ; and ne conducted himself on all oc- 
casions with such fortitude and majesty, that he 
was much more respected than any of his prede- 
cessors. All ranks and descriptions of people 
submitted to his authority and executed his com- 
mands without murmuring ; and it is evident 
that this general obedience resulted principally 
from a conviction of the solid advantages which 
arose from his uniform and well regulated ad- 
ministration. 

Recared, the only surviving son of . j. 
Leovigilde, was raised to the vacant -g^^ ' 
throne, immediately after his father*s 
decease ; and his first care was to pursue the 
negociations which had been opened in the late 
reign between the Visigotlis, and their powerful 
neighbours the Franks. At the courts of Or- 
leans and Burgundy, the proposed accommoda- 
tion was rejected with contempt : but Chil- 
debert, king of Austrasia, laid aside his hostile 
intentions, and, after mature deliberation, con- 
cluded a definitive treaty of peace. The forces 
of Gontran, king of Orleans, made an irruptioii 
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into the provinces which the Visigoths still held 
in Gaul, and obtained some important advan- 
tages ; but they were at length attacked by the 
army of Recared, and repulsed with prodigious 
slaughter. 

Whilst the Visigoths were triumphing in the 
happy effects of this victory, Recared made a 
public acknowledgment of his conversbn to the 
catholic faith, and at the same time proposed the 
introduction of that religion into all parts of his 
dominions. An innovation, so bold in its nature 
and so important in its consequences, might be 
naturally supposed to occasion much commotion 
in the kingdom ; and, though it was received 
with all the exterior marks of approbation, it was 
followed by several alarming conspiracies against 
the king's person and government. These, 
however, were all discovered and frustrated j 
and, in spite of all the exertions of the Arian 
prelates and nobility, the catholic religion was 
firmly established in a solemn assembly at Tole- 
do, and the conversion of the Visigoths became 
a national act. 

Having accomplished this great work, Reca- 
red espoused the princess Clodosinde, ^sterof 
Ingonde, and sent ambassadors to pope Gre- 
gory the Great, in order to procure an extract 
of the treaties between his predecessor, Athana- 
gilde, and the emperor Justinian, that he might 
clearly understand the terms upon which the 
Imperialists still retsdned certain territories in 
Spain. He also chastised some Gascons who 
had made an irruption into his dominions, and 
made some laudable exertions for the amend- 
ment and promulgation of various salutary laws ; 
but whilst he was devoting his entire attention tQ 
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the felicity of his people, he was seized with a 
fit of illness which terminated in his death, after 
an equitable and glorious reign of fifteen years* 

The respect for the memory and vir- ^ «. 
tues of Recared was so universal, that ^^ ' 
both the nobility and commonalty were 
anions to preserve the crown in his fiunily, andf 
as he had no le^timate issue, they bestowed th^ 
regal dignity upon his natural son, liuva, who 
appears to have been a youth of engaging man* 
ners and promising abilities. This prince, how- 
ever, was unfortunately betrayed into an imprur 
dent action against the Imperialists ; and the 
traitor, who led him into this error, not only 
went over to the opposite party, but basely de- 
posed the king, thrust him into prison, and eveur 
tually caused him to be put to death* 

The treacherous Witeric was immedi- .< ^ 
ately proclaimed king by his unprin- ^' 
cipled adherents ; and his accession was 
marked by a vigorous war against the Imperial- 
ists, whom he reduced to great distress at the 
battle of Siguenca* He aflerwards attempted 
to form a powerful alliance against Theodoric, 
king of Burgundy, who had demanded his 
daughter in marriage, and then refused to con- 
summate the nuptials ; but, the league being 
suddenly dissolved, he became an object of de- 
rision to all his neighbours ; and his subjects 
were so discontented with his government, that 
he was soon taken off by assassination, and his 
corpse, after being dragged through the streets 
with every mark of ignominy, was deposited in 
a place appropriated for the sepulture of com- 
mon malefactors* 

M 3 
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^ Gundemar, ainan of considerable note 
^jQ^ * among the Visigoths, and one of the 
leaders of the late rebellion, was next 
elected to fill the vacant throne. He studied, 
from the very commencement of his reign, to 
maintain an amicable correspondence with the 
Franks ; and it has been asserted, that he pur- 
chased their friendship by an annual pension : 
yet it is certain that he possessed much person- 
a] bravery, and his successful expeditions against 
the Gascons and Imperialists, have entitled him 
to a considerable share of xnilitary reputation^ 
He died in his own dominions, after a short reign 
of less than two years, and was universally re- 
gretted on account of his piety, courage, and 
unfeigned patriotism. 
^ _j The regal dignity was now conferred 
6i». "P<^^ a person of the name of Sisebut, 
who to many natural virtues added the 
accomplishments and advantages of sound eru- 
dition. The beginning of his reign was dis- 
turbed by two insurrections, one of the Rucons, 
sipd the other of the Asturiaixs ; but the rebels 
were soon reduced to obedience, and their sub- 
jugation gave great celebrity to the arms of the 
new ihonarch* 

Shortly after this occurrence, Sisebut con- 
ceived the intention of reducing all that part of 
the country which still remained in the hands 
of the Imperialists ; and his successes on this 
occasion were so brilliant, that the patrician 
Cesarius found it expedient to request a cessa- 
tion of arms, and Heraclius, the Greek empe- 
ror, was easily persuaded to ratify a treaty, by 
which he relinquished all bis Sp«uiish posses- 



flfonsf except Algarve, on the coast of tbe Me<* 
diterranean. Elated with his triumph over the 
Imperialists, Sisebut resolved to chastise the in* 
habitants ci the opposite coast of Afirica* who 
had committed various piracies in his territo- 
ries, and accordingly made a powerfid descent 
. on Mauritania, part of which he reduced, ai|d 
left under the care of his own troops* This was 
the last great action performed by this prince, 
for he was soon after summoned by the angel 
of death, in the tenth year of his reign. 

Anxious to demonstrate their grati- . -. 
tude for the beneficial effects which had ^^j/ 
resulted from Sisebut's administration, 
the nobility determined to set his son upon the 
vacant throne, and accordingly caused him to 
be proclaimed by the name of Recared the 
Second. This prince appears to have be^ the 
exact counterpart of his excellent £ither, and, 
though a minor,^ he gave such convincing proofe 
of his prudence and amiable disposition, that 
the whole nation exulted in the anticipation of 
Ihose pleasures which they should, in all proba- 
Inlity, enjoy beneath his protection ; but he had 
scarcely borne the regal title four months before 
he was attacked with an indisposition which 
proved &tal, and involved the kingdom of the 
Visigoths in general regret and mourning. 

When the first emotions of sorrow ^ ^ 
had subsided, and the nobility began to 5^^,/ 
reflect on the impolicy of leaving their 
nation without a master, Suintila, an illegiti- 
mate son of Recared I. was placed on the 
throne ; and the conmiencement of his reign 
was equally calculated to render his subjects 
happy, and himself respectable. He also ac- 
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quired much celebrity by the zeal and ability 
with which he repulsed an invasion of the Gas* 
cons ; and by his subsequent expulsion of the 
Imperialists he became sole monarch of Spain^ 
an honour which several of his predecessors had 
thirsted for, but none of them had ever at- 
tained. 

Suintila had no sooner gained the affections 
of his people, and prevailed on the nobility to 
admit the association of his son, Ricimer, in the 
government, than he laid aside all his virtues^ 
and assumed the behaviour of a haughty, vo- 
luptuous, and sanguinary tyrant. The nobles, 
who had raised him to the throne, were treated 
with contempt ; the lower orders were rendered 
completely wretched by numerous and exorbi- 
tant taxes ; and the most unwarrantable cruel- 
ties were exercised upon all who presumed 
to remonstrate against these arbitrary pro- 
ceedings. 

In this posture of affairs, Sisenand, governor 
of the Gothic teri-itories in Gaul, formed the 
design of subverting his master's government, 
and presenting himself as a candidate for the 
crown. Accordingly, having procured some 
forces from Dagobert, king of France, he made 
an irruption into Spsun, and took possession of 
Saragossa. Upon the first intelligence of this 
revolt, Suintila put himself at the head of his 
army, and made the necessary dispositions for a 
decisive eng^s^ment : but he had the mortifica- 
tion to hear his competitor saluted king by his 
own troops, and he was consequently reduced 
to the sad necessity of consulting his personal 
safety by an ignominious flight, whilst Sisenand 
marched in triumph to Toledoi and took po8« 



session of the throne to the general satisfiction 
of the whole nation* 

The commencement of this reign was ^ j^ 
disturbed by some disputes respecting ^'^a/ 
the remuneration which had been pro- 
mised to Dagobert, and by some vile artifices 
of Geilan, Suintila's brother ; but the former 
were happily terminated, and the latter, instead 
of effecting their design, fell upon the head of 
the faithless projector, who, being stripped of 
his honours and estates, passed the remainder 
of his life in unpitied wretchedness. 

In the third year of his reign, Sisenand sum- 
moned a council at Toledo ; in which, among 
various other matters^ it was enacted, that Suin- 
tila and his children should be incapable of 
any public office, and that all their goods and 
estates should be confiscated, excepting such as 
his majesty should, in his private capacity, be- 
stow upon them for their subsistence* The fu- 
ture acts of Sisenand are passed over in silence : 
but it appears; that he died a natural death, after 
holding idle reins of government for rather more 
than five years. 

Chintila was next invested, with the . ^ 
sovereignty ; and a council was held at 5,5/ 
Toledo for regulating the political- and 
ecclesiastical affairs of the kingdom. A royal 
edict was also promulgated, by which all the 
Jews resident in Spain were required to embrace 
the Christian faith, or Immediately to quit the 
country. This edict rendered the lung extreme- 
ly popular among his catholic subjects, and in 
the sixth council of Toledo^ he received the 
compliments of the assembly upon that subject. 
JHe appears to have swayed the sceptre with 
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great moderation, and the generality of the 
people were so perfectly satisfied with his con- 
duct, that prayers were incessantly offered, and 
vows were frequently made for his health and 
prosperity ; but he died in less than four years 
afler his elevaUon to the throne. 

_ Chintila had no sooner submitted to 
^^Q * the mortal condition, than his son Tulga 
succeeded to his dignities, with the una- 
nimous consent of the nation* This prince ap- 
pears to have inherited all the virtues of his 
father; but, on account of his youth, he was 
incapable of correcting the abuses which had 
begun to overspread his dominions, and, after 
some deliberation, the principal nobility judged 
it expedient to depose him, and to bestow the 
diadem upon a person of mature age and abili- 
ties. Accordingly, the young king was se- 
cluded in a monastery, and Chindasuintho, a 
venerable statesman, was appointed to termi- 
nate those disorders which seemed to threaten 
the extinction of the Gothic monarchy. 
J. jy This revolution was not effected with- 
64a.' ^^^ much commotion, and some efiu- 
sion of blood ; but Chindasuintho re- 
solved to maintsdn his new title by force, and 
eventually compelled all the inhabitants of Spain 
to acknowledge him as their lawful sovereign. 
In the sixth year of this reign a council was held 
at Toledo, in which some canons were made 
for the security of the king's person and go- 
vernment, and the terrors of perpetual excom- 
munication were levelled against all persons 
who should either revolt from their allegiance, 
or apply for foreign aid against the existing ad- 
ministration. About the same time, a young 
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adventurer, named Ardabasta, arrived at Toledo, 
'and ingratiated himself so effectually mth the 
king and people, that he soon rose to considera« 
ble preferment, and received the hand of Chinda* 
suintho's cousin german in marriage. 

After he had, in a great measure, obliterated 
the effects of his former severity, hy various acts 
of clemency and generosity, the king desired 
that his son, Recesuintho, might be admitted to 
a participation of the government ; and, having; 
obtained this request, he devoted his own time 
entirely to the enjoyments of religion and rnedi'* 
tation till the period of his death, which happen- 
ed in the ninety-first year of his age, and the ele- 
venth of his reign. He appears to have been 
thoroughly acquainted with the constitution of 
the Visigoths, and took great pains to preserve 
its vigour and uniformity. He was also celebrat- 
^ in the age in which he lived, on account of 
his piety and admiration of literature ; and he is 
said to hav^ founded the monastery of St. Ro- 
Daanus (now called the monastery of Omisga,} 
between Toro and Tordesillas. 

Recesuintho, having gained a decisive . j^ 
victory over an army of revolted Gas- 5-, ' 
cons, summoned a council at Toledo, in 
order to settle the affairs of the Idngdom, and 
presented a written memorial to the members of 
that assembly, in which he made an avowal of 
the catholic faith, and recommended a punctual 
execution of the new canons. He also publish- 
ed an edict, whereby it was declared, that what- 
ever estates or effects were acquired by the Spa- 
nish monarchs after their accession, should be an- 
nexed to the crown, and belong to their succes- 
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sors ; but that their private fortunes should de* 
acend to their children. 

- From this time, the reign of Recesuintho was 
^rfectly calm ; the dcrgy were entirely devoted 
to his service ; the Jews, whom he had deigned 
to treat with severity, contrived to pacify him 
by an humble memorial ; and the generality of 
the people rejcnced in his mild and eqmtable ad- 
ministration. He had, however, an alarming 
prospect abroad ; for the Saracens began to com« 
mit dreadful devastations in Africa, and the 
forces that presumed to oppose their progress 
were defeated with prodigious slaughter* The 
apprehensions which Recesuintho entertained of 
these formidable neighbours preyed upon his spi- 
rits, and threw him into a disorder which termi- 
nated his mortal existence in the twenty-fourth 
year of his reign. 
. Q Upon the demise of this amiable 
A^/ prince, the Gothic nobles and prelates 
assembled in order to make choice of a 
successor ; and they unanimously cast their eyes 
upon Wamba, a nobleman of known virtue and 
consummate experience. Wamba, through an 
excess of modesty, refused the proffered dgni* 
ty ; but the menaces of some and tlie tears of all 
who were present overcame his constancy, and 
he consented to assume the reins of government^ 
after reminding them that his own ambition had 
no share in this transaction. His behaviour on 
this occasion seems to have endeared him to the 
populace, and the ceremony of his coronation 
was performed with equal joy and solemnity, 
in the church of St Peter and St« Paul, at 
Toledo. 



' Wamba vas scarcely established on the 
throne before he was disturbed by an insurrec- 
tion off the Gascons and Asturians, and by the 
-more alarming revolt of count Paul, an old and 
-experienced officer, who basely threw off his 
Sillegiance, and assumed the regal title in Nar- 
ix>nne. But the king acted with such vigi« 
lance and resolution, that the rebels were soon 
reduced to obedience, and the usurper was, 
after an obstinate resistance, stripped of his dia- 
dem and purple, and sentenced to pass the re- 
mainder of his life in a monastery. 

On the termination a£ this dangerous war, 
Wamba made a triumphal entry into his capital, 
amidst the acclamations of a joyful multitude. 
In the centre of the troops were several wag- 
gons, containing the leaders of the rebellion ; 
the soldiers were all newly clothed ; and the 
king, with his chief nobles, closed the pro- 
cession. A solemn thanksgiving was then de- 
creed for the restoration of peace ; and various 
salutary regulations were made both in the civil 
and religious affairs of the kingdom. 

Scarcely were the loud murmurs of rebellion 
hushed to silence, before the Saracens assembled 
their whole power, in order to subvert the Spa- 
nish government ; but Wamba encouraged his 
subjects to make a vigorous defence, and the 
invaders were defeated with the loss of two hun- 
dred and seventy vessels. 

Whilst Wamba was employed in the laudable 
discharge of his regal duties, Erviga, the son of 
Ardabastus, formed the base design of tearing 
the diadem from his venerable brow ; and actually 
accomplished his purpose by giving the king 
an intoxicating potion, and causing him to be 
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ImH iRto a motiastic habit dniing die temporaiy 
^deprivatioD of his reason* 

^ Erviga having, by a master-stroke of 
^go ' treachery, prevailed on the deposed mo- 
narch to nominate him for his successor, 
was crowned at Toledo, without opposition ; 
and a council was convened in order to sanctify 
Jiis title, and to enact some fresh canons. His 
nephew Egiza, was also married to the princess, 
Cixilona, to soothe the discontent of Wamba's 
fiunily ; and such strenuous exertions were made 
to gain the public affection, that the commence- 
ment of this reign was marked by profound 
tranquillity. However, after some time the na- 
tion was disturbed either by an invasion of the 
Moors, or an insurrection in the Gallic province ; 
and serious apprehenuons were entertained from 
the augmenting numbers and insolence of the 
Jews, to whom Erviga aeems to have acted with 
cKtraordinaiy lenity. These circumstances, to- 
gether with a g^evous fiunine, and an epidemic 
distemper, which carried off great numbers of 
people, depressed the king's afMrits, and induced 
him to relmquish the crown in favour of his ne- 
phew* Accordingly, having assemUed his no- 
Ues and counsellors, he requested them to trans- 
fer their allegiance to Egiza, and caused himself 
Id be dressed in a penitential habit, by. which 
noeans he was rendered incapable of resmning 
the abdicated throne. Erviga died shortly after 
ihis transaction ; and bis predecessor Wamba,* 

* This amiable prince died 9t Pamplicga, full of yean 
and glory, and was buried in the church of that monastery ; 
but, oy the conunand of Alphonso the Wise, his remaini 
were removed widi diote of Reoesaimho, and interred <ac 
Toledo. 



who was still living) rejoiced m the elevation of 
that person for whom himself had deaig;ped the 
sceptre. 

The accession of Egiza seems to have beea 
approved by the generality of the Visigoths ; 
and the new king acquired a considerable deg]««> 
of popularity, by submitting someconsciet^tioua. 
scruples to tl\e decision of the fifteenth council at 
Toledo. He was, indeed, exposed to imminent 
danger by a conspiracy of Sisdiert, metropolitaa 
o£ Toledo, by a purposed insurrection of the 
Jews, and by a formidable invasion of the Sara-^ 
eens : but the traitor was fortunately discovered 
md banished ; the- design of the Jews was crush- 
ed in embryo ; and the self<onfidcnt invaders 
were repulsed with prodigious loss. 
. Notwithstanding these interventions of Pro- 
vidence, the malecontents aniently desired to 
subvert their monarch's government i and their 
expectations were soon revived by a rupture on 
the side of France : but, as neither party gained' 
any considerable advantage, hostilities were soon 
terminated; and Egiza, after associating his 
son, Witiza, in the regal dignity, breathed his 
last in peace. He has been described, by im* 
partial historians, as a brave and vigilant prince^ 
who laboured incessantly lor the safety an4 hap* 
piness of his people, and who was anxious to rsuse 
his dominions to the utmost height of splendour. 
If, therefore, it be objected) that the luxury 
which resulted from his greatness proved &tal to ' 
the Gothic monarchy, it must also be remember^ 
ed that he hoped his successors wouM have 
made a better use of an abundance which was ac^ 
^uQ^ulated under his prud^ut aivl lenient admi- 
nistration. 
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• 
^ j^ Witiza had no sooner taken full pos- 

700/ session of the thrmie, than he passed an 
act of general amnesty, recalled a great 
number of exiles, cancelled sdl arreai^ that were 
due to the crown, and displayed such extraordi- 
nary clemency and munificence, as enflamed his 
subjects with the most enthusiastic joy and loy-* 
alty : but, by the base Insinuations of court sy- 
cophants, and by his own natural propensities, 
he was soon drawn aside from the path of virtue, 
9nd he eventually became the slave of lust, in-' 
temperance, and cruelty, insomuch that the ge- 
neral attachment of his people was converted' 
into irreconcileable hatred, and the applauses of 
tiie nobles were succeeded by just and bitter ex- 
ecrations» 

The degenerated monarcli was so highly in- 
censed at the liberty with which some of his sub- 
jects remonstrated against his conduct, that he 
banished many of the prime nobility from his 
kingdom ; and exercised great severity upon all 
the objects of his suspicion : but, notwithstanding 
aU his precautions, the flames of discontent be- 
gan to spread through all parts of the country, 
and a civil war broke out, which served as a pre- 
lude to universal anarchy and destruction. 

During the violent contentions of Witiza, and 
of Roderic, leader of the malecontents, the Moor- 
ish government of Mauritania commissioned Ta- 
rif Abrezara to make a descent on the peninsula 
opposite to Africa ; and, though historians differ 
with Inspect to the success of this project, it is 
generally agreed to have been the first important 
step which the Moors made toward the general 
conquest of a country which had long excited 
their avidity, and tempted their ambition. 
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Upon the demise of Witi^a^ and the accesaim , 
of his competitor, the affairs of the Visigoths . 
appear to have been in a most distracted situa* 
tion : for the manner of Witiza's death, and the 
election or recognition of Roderic have been 
scarcely noticed by the Spanish historians* It 
appears, however, that the commencement of 
R(>deric's mgn was rendered peculiarly unfortu- 
nate by the defection of count Julian, who had, . 
on former occasions, repulsed the Moors with 
great success ; and by the intrigues of Witiza's 
sons, who could not, with any degree of patience, , 
submit to the loss of all their dignities. . 

In this posture of affairs, the Moors made a ^ 
second descent upon Spain, under the command 
of Tarick Abdalahi, and effected a landing at 
Gthrallar* Though the Saracen general had . 
0Sk\y seven thousand followers in this expedition, 
he resolved to attempt the reduction of the whole : 
JBingdom, and caused his fleet to be de^Ux>yed 
in ^rder to prevent the desertion of his troops : : 
but the goveiTkor of Mauritania perceived the 
necessity of reinforcing the invaders, and accord- . 
ingly sent over a fresh army of twelve thousand , 
men, under Tarick Abincier, whom he entrusted ; 
with the chief command, and instructed to extend 
his conquests as &r as might be consistent with ^ 
prudence. 

In the summer of 71 1, the Moorish general ; 
took the field, and, by the advice of count Julian, 
4:omnutted some dreadful cruelties upon the de* . 
fenceless inhabitants of the coast* Roderic, on 
the other hand, having laboured to heal the in*, 
testine divisions of his country, and prevailed on , 
the sons of Witiza to join him with all their 
forcea against the commqii enemy, found him- . 
" N 3 
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self at the head of a formidable anny ; and RkU 
tened himself with the hope of compelling the 
Moors to retire to Afnca. But Tarick Abincier 
drew over a fresh reinforcement ; and acted with 
such extraordinary conduct and resolution, that 
the Visigoths were defeated with prodigious 
slaughter ; and their unfortunate king was oblig- 
ed to take refuge in a monastery, where he died 
shortly after, either of his wounds, or of grief 
for the loss of his dominions* 

After this decisive battle, which was fought 
in a plain near Xeres de la Frontera, on the 
banks of the Gaudalete, the Moorish general 
led his victorious forces against the cities of 
Seiille and Cordova ; committed the most hor- 
rid outrages upon the inhabitants without dis-* 
tlnction of age or sex ; and invited the governor 
of Mauritania to come over, in person, and com* 
plete the reduction of the country. Hereupon 
Muza landed at Gibraltar with a proctigious 
number of fresh troops ; and an arrangement 
was made, by which Abdalaziz, Muza's son> 
was appointed to conquer all the provinces 
lying on the Mediterranean ; anether general 
was ordered to march into those parts which 
bordered on the ocean ; and Muza himself, with 
his lieutenant Tarick, undertook the conquest of 
the midland counties. This plan was imme- 
diately carried into execution ; and though the 
inhabitants of the respective provinces and cities 
tiefended themselves with extraordinaiy gallan- 
try, the infidels soon triumphed in ev^ry part, 
and Spain was effectually subjugated to their 
authority. The inhabitants of Arragon, Na- 
varre, and Catalonia chose for the most part to 
retire into France i and the poor remains of Um 
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Visigoths were obliged to take re^ige among 
the nfiountains of Burgos, Biscay^ and AsturiaS) 
from the vengeance of their implacable enemies. 



CHAPTER 11. 

From the Subversion of the Gothic Monarchy^ to the 
Union of all the Spanieh Kingdoms^ except For^ 
tugalj under Ferdinand and IsabeUcU 

ON the first cessation of hostilities, Muza waaf 
ordered to attend the caliph, Walid, at Da- 
mascus ; and the government of Spain was left 
to Abdalaziz, who undertook to make a survey 
of the whole kingdom, that the administration 
of justice might be regulated, the collection of 
the revenues &cilitated, and the value of the 
Moorish conquest be ascertained. Accordingly, 
he made himself perfectly acquainted with the 
general state of affairs ; and he is reported to 
have behaved with great kindness and affability 
to the inhabitants. The dilapidated cities were, 
by hts order, cleansed and repaired ; new for- 
tresses were erected in various parts ; and mea- 
sures were taken for the restoration of a fi^ee in- 
tercourse between the several provinces. 
* Abdalaziz fixed the seat of his government at 
Seville, and espoused Egitona, the widow of king 
Roderic, whom he caused to be treated with all 
the marks of duty and submissioQ. that were due 
to her former dignity : but, on his attempting, 
privately, to throw off" his allegiance to the ca- 
liph, he was assassinated by some of his own o{&- 
•ers \ and one Ayud, a man of known eouragi 
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and escperietice, was placed at the head of al^rs 
till further orders should be received from Da- 
mascus* 

After Ayud had held the reins of government 
for a few months, he was (Mndered to resign them 
into the hands of AlahcMr, who appears to have 
acted with great justice both to^^ard his royal 
employer and the people. Having perceived 
that many errors and abuses had been committed 
under his predecessors, he assembled his princi* 
pal officers ; upbraided them with their o[^res-i 
sions ; and compelled them to make restitution 
to all the Christians whom, in their uncurbed 
plenitude of power, they had wantonly pillaged* 
He then ordered a general review of the army, 
and resolved upon reducing all the territories 
which the Goths had recently possessed in 
France. Accordingly, he made an irruption in- 
to that country with the flower of his troops, and 
struck such terror into the inhabitants that the 
cities of Elna, Carcassone, Ayde, Beziers, Nar* 
bonne, and Nimes, successively opened their 
gates, and the whole province was reduced in the 
space of a few weebft : but whilst the Moorish 
governor triumphed in the success of this expe- 
dition, and permitted his victorious troops to go 
into winter quarters, a circumstance transpired, 
in the Asturias, which threatened to arrest the 
pn^ress of the infidels, and to Touse the Spanish- 
nation from their inactivity. 

j^ Don Pelagb, a prince of the royal 

^\^' blood, had remained in the mountainous 
parts of the country for about six years 
without making any attempt against the des- 
troyers of hb nation ; but, at the eiq>iratioa of 
that time, the companions of his misfortunes i|^- 



rested him with the regal title ; and thereby laid 
the foundation of a new government in the pro- 
vince of Liebana, which, from its natural fortifi- 
cations, seemed to bid defiance to invasion, and 
enable its inhabitants to take such steps as ap-i 
peared most likely to accomplish their important 
design. 

Upon the first indmation of Pelagio's election, 
and the consequent revival of the Gothic king- 
dom, Alahor sent a powerful army, under the 
command of one Alchaman, to crush the new so- 
vereign and his adherents : but Pelagio distribut- 
ed his troops with such extraordinary judgment, 
and exhorted them so earnestly to retrieve the 
honour of their fallen country, that the Saracens 
were repulsed, and eventually defeated with pro^ 
digious slaughter* An ambuscade being placed 
on both sides of the valley, many of the infidela 
were cut off in their retreat, and their leader, 
Alchaman, was sacrificed to the vengeance of the 
Christians. The poor remains of the Moorish 
army retired with precipitation towards the river 
Deva, which they designed to have coasted ; but 
by the sudden fall of a hanging precipice they 
were involved in the general destruction of their 
unhappy comrades. 

Muza, being apprised of this disaster, resolv«ed 
to inarch at the head of his best troops, and take 
possession of some more important post than he 
now occupied : but, previously to the executicoi 
of this design, he was attacked by Don Pelagio^ 
and routed with a dreadful loss. By this victory 
Pelagio cleared the Asturias from all his ene- 
mies, except such as he reduced to a state of sla* 
very, and established a reputation which proved 
of more essential service to his interests than ei^ 



Its SPAIN* 

ther the number or the exerticms of his fopces* 
He did not, however, become indolent or arro- 
gant in consequence of his successes, but em- 
ployed the leisure which they afforded him, ia 
repairing and rebuilding his towns, founding new 
churches, and encouraging his subjects to pre- 
serve that spirit of hercMsm which, under Divine 
Providence, had enabled them to resist their for- 
midable enemies* He also procured his son. Fa* 
vila, to be associated with him in the govern- 
ment ; and took such prudent measures for the 
restoration of the ancient constitution in all itsr 
branches, that great numbers of Christians retir- 
ed from the Moorish provinces in order to place 
^emselves under his protection. Having effect- 
ed these ^reat designs, and bestowed the hand o£ 
his daughter, Ormisinda, on Don Alphonso, a 
nobleman of great merit and accomplishments^ 
Pelagio died, in the nineteenth year of his reign, 
and was buried in the church of Santa Olalla de 
Velena, which is said to have been of his own* 
inundation. The memory of this prince has 
been immortalised by his valour and virtue, and 
his Imputation will remain, at least as long aa 
that vast monarchy which has arisen from his 
patriotic and well-timed exertions. 

Of Don Favila, Pelagio's son and successor, 
we have no authentic account, except that he 
was killed by a bear afiter a short reign, and that 
his remains were interred in the church of Santa 
Cruz, in the territory of Cangas. 

Upon the demise of this prince, the 

742. crown was conferred upon Don Alphonso, 
the son-in-law of Pelagio, who^ in con- 
junction with his to>ther Froila^ fell upon the 
norUiem towtks of Galicia, and recovered the 



SPAXK. 149 

IfieateiBt part of that province in a ungle cam* 
paign* In the fi^owing year, he invaded the 
. plains of Leon and Castile, and reduced Astor- 
gas, Lecm, Saldagna, Amaya, Alava, and all the 
country at the foot of the mountains,- before the 
Moors could assemble any forces to arrest or 
impede his progress. He, soon after, extended 
his conquests to the frontiers of Castile and Por- 
tugal ; and laid the whole of the flat country 
waste, obliging the Christians to remove to the 
mountains, and carrying off all the Saracens for 
slaves. Having thus secui*ed his temtories by a 
desert frontier, and rendered his name fermida- 
ble to the enemy, he enjoyed a profound tran* 
quillity for several years, and the strei^h of 
his kingdom augmented so rapidly that he, at 
length, judged it expedient to re-people^ some 
part of the desolated plains, and to rebuild the 
cities of Leon and Astorgas, which he had caus* 
ed to be demolished. He (tied in the year 75T, 
and was buried in the monastery of Sianta Ma« 
ria de Cangas. By the great zeal which this 
monarch evinced in building Christian churches^ 
he obtained the appellation of '^ Catholic $" and 
he appears to have had an equal claim to the 
titles of a great captain, and a consummate poli* 
tidan. 

Froila ascended his father's throne by the ge* 
neral consent of the nobflity ; and gave a strik* 
ing proof of his conduct and bravery in reducing 
the revolted inhabitants of Navarre and Alava* 
About this time Abdelrahman, the caliph's vice- 
roy in Spain, threw off his allegiance, and estab- 
lished himself, asjn independent sovereign, at 
Cordova. In consequence of this transactiony 
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the Moors composed the intestine divisions, 
which had long distracted their councils and tar- 
nished their reputation : but fortune still contin- 
ued to frown upon their designs, and upwards of 
fifty thousand of their bra^t troops were slain 
or made prisoners in an engagement with the ar- 
my of Froila. Soon after this victory, the king 
founded the city of Oviedo, and made it the seat 
of his government, that he might be enabled to 
protect the flat country, which he anxiously de- 
sired to people. 

About the year 758, the power of the Moors 
received a severe blow by the rise of the king- 
dom of Navarre, which is said to have taken its 
origin from the accidental meeting of some gen- 
tlemen at the tomb of an hermit who had died 
among the Pyrenees. At this place, where they 
assembled on account of the sanctity of the de- 
funct, they took occasion to converse on the 
tyrannical cruelty of the Moors, and the glory 
that would result from shaking off their intolera- 
ble yoke, which, from the natural strength of 
their country, seemed easy to be effected. After 
mature deliberation this project was adopted, 
and the regal dignity was conferred upon a per- 
son of great abilities, named Garcia Ximenes, 
who soon wrested the important town of Ainsa 
out of the hands of the infidels. His successor, 
Garcia Inig^s, extended his territories as far as 
Biscay and the dissensions of the Saracens, 
which revived after the demise of Abdelrah- 
man, contributed greatly to the augmentation 
of the Christian power. In 778 Charles the 
Great passed through Navarre, and pushed his 
conquests to the borders of the Ebro ; but in 83 1 
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the independency of this kingdom was revived bjr 
count Azner ; and in 857 the title of " king of 
Navarre" was publicly assumed by Don Garcia. 
' But to return from this digression. Froila, 
who now called himself king of Leon and Ovi^ 
edo> chastised the Galicians with unexampled 
severity for having neglected to assist him 
against the Saracens : but, though he reduced 
the rebels, he lost the affection of his subjects, 
and clearly perceived that their obedience re- 
sulted entirely from motives of fear. Exaspe- 
rated at this discovery, he abandoned himself 
to pride and cruelty, and even stabbed his own 
brother to the heart, because his amiable temper 
had endeared him to the populace. This crime^ 
however, did not long remain unpunished ; for 
a conspiracy was soon formed among the nobles, 
and the people congratulated each other on 
hearing that their sanguinary tyrant had fallen 
by assassination. 

Don Aurelio, a prince of engaging manners, 
and a mild disposition, was placed on the vacant 
throne, and applied himself with great assiduity 
to reform and regulate the affairs of his- domi- 
nions' : but, while he was thus employed, the very 
existence of his government was threatened by 
a general Tevolt of the Moorish slaves. This» 
however, was happily subdued, anj the rebels 
were deprived of all those indulgences which 
they had hitherto possessed. Nothing further 
is i:elated of Aurelio except that he bestowed 
his cousin, Adosinda, and a large share of the 
administration, upon a Gothic nobleman named 
Silo, and that he was buried, after a reign of 
seven years, in a church of his own founcktion, 
situated about fifteen miles from Oviedo. 

Vol. XV. O 
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Don Sil(» praaecuted the same sc^emet ofi 
government which had been introduced by hi&> 
voyal patncm and ccdleague ; and gave somcL 
convincing proofs of his military ccnduct. in. a 
subjugation of the GaUcians, who had tahen upr 
arms against hi& authority* With the exceptiatL 
of some heresies that sprung up in tiie chuxschy. 
Ihe remainder of his days was passed in. tnnN. 
quiltity, and he was interred, afbr weanng the: 
crown nine yearsy in the church of St*. Johns 
de Pravia. 

Upon. the demise of her royal consort^> 

^g^ ' Adosifida caused her nephew,. Alphonso^ 
to; be. proclaimed king : but^ notwith**- 
^tandii^ the anuable qualities, of that yaung^ 
prince, the people re£ased to acknowledge his. 
authority, under the apprehensioai that he might. 
eventuaUy prove, as tyrannical as. his father*. 
Alphonso being apprised of this circumstance^ re- 
tired to his patrimonial estate ia Biscay.; andi 
his uncle, Mauregato^ contrived toifix. himself 
upon the vacant throne. The reputation oil 
Mauregato> was greatly tarnished by his. intro/ 
ducing an aimy of Saracens into the country,, 
and b^. the ^xietyc which, he. evinced for pxe*. 
serving peace., with the ksng of Cordoy&,.whiOt> 
had styled himself the Almir. AmumiBimi. oD: 
Comnmider of t^. JFtdf^fiii : but his aubjeolsvwere: 
afraid to undertake uay. thing against his au« 
thority, and he, th»»fiM»i,. re«nained in quifit. 
possessioa of the crown till. hi& deathi^ ^i^ch^ 
happened in the summer of7&8». 

Don Bermudo, brother of A-urelio, was. next-, 
invested with the regal dignity; and evinced, 
a strong predilection for the. virtues and coniaeiv 
sation of. Don Alphousoi whcwsbhei reealled^from 



fine^y^ find tlumbeped among iiis fim>urite coun- 
4»BilDrsk The ilLgrouivded aversion that had been 
-coQcewed «gakiBt this youth now began to sub- 
side ; ftnd he acquired such great £me by his 
jcondfict dn «i expedition against the king of Cor^ 
^ovt^ that Bermudd reso^red to resign the scep- 
tre into his handstand the nobiestransferred thehr 
4iHegiance to hkoa mth the utmost cheerfulness* 
Shortlyafter the election of A^honso j. 
JI. whO) £t»n the purity of his life, was .^^ ' 
surnaoned El Oasto, or « the Chaste," 
the Spani^ court was removed to Oviedo, and 
aaany exceltent eegulations were made In the 
government. In tibe third year of this reign, 
hatitky ikii^t)f Oondora, ordered dne of his ge* 
nerds to msdce anamlption iate Alpfaonso's terri* 
lories ; but lihe kevaabeJrs ^ere defeated with con- 
siderable loss .; and Ite successor of Issem re- 
ccmd soipEie poiver&il ^shocks from the Spanish 
monarch. In the year 801, Alphonao seems to 
^ave^bedD deposed by $afvsrty^imalecontents, 
luid idirttst into a^onbsterf .; but the generality 
of >his subjeots vising An hh behalf be was set at 
liberty, and oonduoted» "wifh all possible magni*- 
ficence, to 0«iedo, wheiierbe conlsnued to sws^ 
tise scE|^tt<e witiii eqmd jostice and repwlation^ tin 
his enemies were Bstly convinced of his hTesistt<c> 
ble promresB, andittSidominioBs wierexionsiderably 
improved* He tiien convened an assembly of 
theistatea, and, t»th tfacfir consttt, iresigaed the 
adninifitrartaoii kno 4Am iiands 0£ iiis conmn 
Dnn Riaamx He ixssed tiM tenaindercf ids 
di^ JEitmnqmlrnetkienient, ^tnd^exiHrod at the 
venerable age of seventy-seven, amidstTiniviersali 
fametttalioB^ 
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j^ Don Ramiro was coiftpelled to begin 
g' .* ^^3 reigti with some necessary acts of se- 
verity ; for a rebellion was raised against 
his person and authority by one count Nepotian ; 
the roads and villages were infested with robbers 
and pretended sorcerers ; and the Normans, hav- 
ing made a descent at Corunna, threatened his 
dominions with the heaviest calamities. How- 
ever, his domestic enemies received the due re- 
ward of their atrocities, and the invaders were 
repulsed with such dreadful slaughter, that they 
never thought it advisable to renew their at- 
tempt. An irruption of the Moors, under Ab- 
delrahman II. was also rendered abortive by the 
king's conduct and bravery ; and his son, Or- 
dogno, acquired such celebrity on this occasion, 
that he was immediately admitted to a participa- 
tion of the administration, and assured of suc- 
ceeding on his father's death, to the sole posses- 
sion of the throne. 

Notwithstanding the frustration of his former 
attempt, Abdelrahman led a fresh army toward 
Leon, about the year 849 ; but he was again 
repulsed with prodigious loss ; and the reputa- 
tion of his opponent received fresh lustre. Ra- 
miro, being now advanced in years, and fiitigued 
with the affairs of state, devoted the chief of his 
time to works of piety and charity, and by those 
means conciliated the affections of the clei^, 
nobility, and people. He died on the first of 
February 8^0, afler a glorious reign of seven 
years ; and his obsequies were performed, wkh 
becoming solemnity, in the church of Santa Ma- 
ria at Oviedo* 

The commencement of Ordogno's reign wi» 



bf Jtsflevolt of iiie^&aflCDns in 'die |m>«- 
mnob «f Alaia^ and by ^le slmigfater of eig^ 
ibeiuanid oneD, 3v?fao i)ad:b0eii sontimnDviedo 
KgainstAiafanaiit, Isxa^ of Cerdoma t but the mbd% 
mmc qmdsk^ reduced Jtonbedienoey aod, ootwcth- 
itffBiding <tfae low of the afbsefnieidsoned troopsy 
■tineSpamsdn monsiohTeiideied hinself formida* 
IbfelDthe Moors nipHi fieveval fioftwequent occa- 
ekUM* Me iaOso nediiced the citdes of Corta and 
-Saiammica 4 fortified libe snost impoptant fdaces 
in his own d wiua w m s 4 aBd evea raised a man- 
immikm^f winch 'had newr been attempted by^ 
•asif of hi&paedeceMCffilk flairiBg persuaded the 
Jsebliitf tto Kemuoerafee the ^attanlry of his son, 
tiUpbanaoy ^tpkh'a^are'Qf tdie go^icammeiit; and 
iiajvi&g aaade 4ihe bjeat arrangements for the safe- 
ttf amdhsmimr of his people ; Ordogno submit- 
iod to the fooital concMtkai, afiter an active mgn 
«f siKtaBAfBars ; and vms buried in the cayad se- 
fuklore<af lib capital. 

Aitphanselil.a^nvaMdaBUffinnnedtiie ^ ^ 
Awat, had ^scarcely aaoended the vacant ^^5' 
•^fanone ihe&ae he 'vras iddvca into Castile 
hf liKflqp^roach^ Dxm Fouila with a^numerous^ 
4»dy jof fooes. HoaneMer, the usurper was soon 
4Bfce]i:off by aaiattsinatian ; and the royal fugii»Ye 
mm jpelooiiied tm ius return to«Oviedo, with uni- 
inersal acclamations* Having thus laegained the 
Acepfere, ^e pot his damlnions into an exceHettt. 
«late of 'defianoe ; snppreaaed a dangerous irevolt 
in the pio\«noe4if Alara ; -and gatned a deciai^« 
tktory over An army of iivfidels whom Maha- 
mut, king of Cordova, had ordered to invade his 
4eiiitorie8« 

Shortly after this erent, Aifdionso married the. 
celebrated princeas Ximene of Navarre, and eosr , 
02 
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tcred into a league offenn ve and defenn ve against 
the Saracens : in consequence of which he, in 
the following campaign, passed the Dure, and 
continued his progress to Coimbra, which he 
soon reduced and ^smantled. From this expe- 
dition the Spanish troops r^umed laden with 
plunder; and their victorious monarch, afiter 
granting a truce to Mahamut, applied himsetf 
to the restoration and repeopling of several- cities 
in such parts of his dominions as were most ex- - 
posed to the ravages of the enemy* 

Ai soon as the truce was exfHred, Mahamut 
renewed hostilities, and assembled a very power- 
fill army under the conunand of a brave and ex- 
perienced officer. Victory, however, still adher- 
ed to the Christian banners ; and, after several 
sanguinary battles, a fresh truce was negociated 
at the earnest solicitation of the infidels. Upon 
his return firom this campaign, Alphonso caused 
a golden cross to be erected in the cathedtal at 
Oviedo, as a monument of his repeated succes- 
ses ; and, about the same time, gave directions 
for the fortification and embellishment of his capi- 
tal. Upon the recommencement of hostilities, 
the king of Leon passed the river Tagus ; des- 
troyed a numerous army of Saracens : and ra- 
vaged the territories of Mahamut with fire and 
sword. The Moorish prince, Almundar, <m the 
other hand, made an incursion into the Spanish 
dominions ; but he was soon repulsed with con- 
siderable loss, and a third truce was concluded, 
for six years, upon terms equally honourable and 
advantageous to Alphonso. 
. -. About this time a new Christian prin- 
884. cipaiity arose in Spain, viz. that of Cas- 
tile, which is now divided into the pro> 
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Yinces of Old and New Castile. It was divided 
from the kingdom of Leon on one side by some 
little rivers ; on the other it was bounded by Bis- 
cay, Rioja, and the Asturias, and had the moun- 
tains of Avik and Segovia on the south : thus 
lying between the* Christian state of Leon and 
the Moorish kingdom of Cordova. It remained 
under its own princes for about five hundred 
years ; but at the expiration of that time it was 
annexed to the crown of Leon, as will appear in 
thesequd. 

But to resume the thread of our history. Al- 
I^onso, being now advanced in years, expressed 
a wish to spend the remainder of his life in im- 
proving his dominions and augmenting the hap- 
piness of his subjects : but the affection which he 
manifested toward the common people, gave 
great umbrage to the nobility, and occasioned 
some formidable rebellions : these, however, 
were happily crushed ; and a fresh irruption of 
the Moors added fresh 'laurels to his venerable 
brow. 

Whilst the king was expres»ng his 
gratitude, by various acts of piety, for 'F* ' 
his repeated successes, he was sensibly 
wounded by the baseness of hb own son. Gar- 
das, who had formed the design of deposing 
him, and seatii^ himself upon the throne. Up- 
on the first intimation of this vile intention, Al- 
phonso seized the unnatural traitor, and threw 
him into confinement ; but, as this step excited 
loud murmurs among the populace, and as the 
disccmtent of the queen, the prince Ordc^^no, 
and the father-in-law of the prisoner, threatened 
the most fiital consequences to the state, he sutn- 
moaed a general assembly of his nobles and 
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M)0ini0eUQr% ttnd ptUixAy oesigned ithe tsomsi ^ 

Ot&QgOfSt* Jius tmo tHTttoeB m^te •deef^ Affioft- 
4d J^r Willis Act «f nioeHimtfld ^HtejiQ^, tMnd 

iMrfMiBdaD witkiattHSdfiMteMBaesrk^ ; and Don. 
fG«VDM vas sotennlgr peBcdamedkingofLfign 
aadOviotfo. 
^ ^ Tihe new king^ tening condlisBted iiie 
^jj * esteem of his clergy, by foundn^ a mo- 
Attitery^ assendBted a niMaeix>i» aiwgr in 
4»idv iojattaok the Mofo^ fF'lio, danE^ 4ihe last 
J0tfee yearsf bad ibeen &ee frQmin«|itioDB. The 
Jnog af CoiAawMHudb thebe^ be fionld 

frr ;hiB«nMiy'«i)eoc|>tioQ,.aDd9tttiikoim ivccs 
4iader 4ie eoMsnaod of a gattaot offioen, wlio 
wasAiideoed iba ceoBaia, as mudb as passibky cm 
Ibe defensive* Gan:ta^ bawevei^ aomi forced 
•^the iftfidda Ao a batlde, in which moat of their 
bravest troops <were cut to pieoea, and i^iudr he- 
roic general was taken prisoner. 

Garcifts was nmch dbifeed with this idctory ; 
and the gem^ality of his aubjeots weee loud in. 
conimeii^tattiflciof iiisiniU^ary abilitifiB^ bathis 
;&^hei: aasuved him ^t iacnnuaoa and csaufma^ 
hereof little avails if made with the merexi&- 
^gti of eariching the aeddiesy or acquinng i^ 
^ause* He, iberc&re, adnaed iiim to kvy a 
fK>iK«rfiil hodgr of foBcca, txf which hs waidd him* 
iself take the comMaod, wbtiea smaber of citieo, 
^Whioh Utf in ruins ^ioag the rirer Bam, might 
ha repained aod repeopLed. Garciae iasmodiiibe* 
Sy reduced tltts plan to execution ; aad the cttiea 
of Rueda* Ossaa, €occa» and CoasamsL, aose to 
^eir pdstine ispjendoui^ whilst Don Alpheoao 
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made a glorious and profitable campaign against 
the Saracens. 

Shortly after his return from this expedition, 
Alphonso was attacked by an indisposition which 
put a period to his life, in the axty-third year of 
his age. With respect to his character, he was a 
sound politician, a justly renowned warrior, and 
a passionate admirer of learning. The whole 
sum of money which he possessed at his death 
was devoted to religious purposes ; and by his 
assiduity several records of the Spanish affairs 
have been transmitted to posterity in the form of 
a chronicle. 

Upon the demise of his illustrious father, Don^ 
Garcias made some vigorous preparations against 
Abdeirahman III. king of Cordova ; and, with 
the assistance of Ordogno, he gained some con- 
siderable advantages : but at the close of the 
campiugn he was seized with a disorder which 
proved fetal, after he had worn the diadem ipr 
about three years. 

Don Ordc^;no, having received intima* ^ ^ 
tion of his brother's death, hastened tjO ^*i^, ' 
Leon, and took possession of the vacant 
throne with the unaiumoiis consent of the clergy 
and nobility. The commencement of his reign, 
like that of his predecessor, was marked by an 
expedition against the Saracens, and his anna 
were crowned with extramdinary success, fiir he 
reduced several of the Moorish towns ; com- 
pelled others lo purchase an ignominious peace 
upon exorbitant terms ; and deftafted an army of 
eighty thousand men, which had been drawn 
from various parts of Africa in oider to subvert 
iiisgovemmeil 
. dn his return from a campaign which he had 
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iiadertakefi in tehfilf of 4he king of NlMram> ;hc 
espoused a lady named Argonta, who iwm 'do- 
jwended from one t>f the most illustriousifiaulies 
inGaltoia; but> at the instigation of^ome-vile 
calumnialDi!, he repudiated her.; in confiequenoe 
©f whichy 1^ devoted the remadnder of her days 
to religioiis solitude. About the -same (time, the 
{dng, liaving conceived some susfuciim of the 
counts of Castile^ caused them to be isnpnsoBed 
and put to death :' but, sa historiaoB differ xnate«- 
jrially in their assertions upon this sobjeot, it is 
Dot^asy to determine whether the sufferers we» 
really guilty of the crimes laid to their charge. 
At the request of the king of ItJ^avarre, Don 
Ordogno ttpened a fifcih campatgn» m ^2^ 
Against the Moors, and recovered several inKpoN 
tant places from that ounbittous iind enteipeising 
poople. He then manried:a pctncoss of Navarre, 
and letuvned in triumph -to his t>wn dominions i ' 
l»itt (his nuptials <weic soon followed by hts deathf 
and the throne became vacantaffeer it had been 
occupied by this ininoe ftrrTathermoK )tha» se- 
venteen years. 

^ p Don Ordogno 'left t«fo mms, by ius 
;^^' SsBl <faaBa4 bat as iheir tender yeai!S 
'preduded them from claiming the igo- 
venmienty their isnde Don fraila {presented 
himaelf as a candidate, aod was cheerfiilly ao 
ociplpd iiy ^thc lasaetDsUed ncMea. tie oom^ 
menced ihis reign witii anblent sand sanguinary 
measures ; driflring the eldest of hts nephews 
into exile, and causing the sons of a Spansh 
grandee lo be |iut to dead^ because they fmd 
diaoppnyved Hb ^eleation. Howeiver) dns lyiauiiy 
was terminated by a &tal disteaqBer^ after iie 
bod borne the KffA iUe jfar ttiKteen aonOis ^ 



apd^ MphoBOOi W;. the wot o£ Ordbgocv wa» 
]mdAimed k^sg amidst universal acclatnadons* 

Thts^prince had no- sowler. assumed the* nekat 
00 government^ than he recsdled the bish(^ of 
Leon ; and gave many^ convincing proofe of 
equit]F and moderation : but he seems to faa¥& 
had a strong pi^dilection for the repose of a pri* 
vate life ; and on the demise of his beloved 
queen Utraca, he made a voluntarjr resignation 
of the crown, and' prevailed on the nobles to* 
transfer their altegianee to his brewer R«miro, 
whov hadbeen, for' some time, stationed on the 
frontiers of PortugaU 

Ramiro Q; had searcelf assumed the j, ^ 
insignia- of royalty, and led out an army g^y* 
tompress an- irruption of the-Moors^ be^- 
fore he received intelligence that his brotheFhad* 
changed his mind, and resumed the supreme au- 
thority at Leon* Hereupon he led' hi» fbroes back 
tothe capital, and invested it soclosdf- that the 
inhabitants were soon reduced to extremities^ 
and Alphcmso was eventually-compelled to throw 
himself on the new monasr^h's clfemeneyA 

During the. siege of LeeUj a iformidlibl^ rebels 
lion had broken out ii^ the Asturift% under the 
sons- of king FttHla : but< on. the approach of 
Ramiro the insurgents^^ laid ^vm liieir ann% 
and ob^ined a* pardon by^ delivering up the 
young prineeS) who were immediatelf d^rived^ 
of their sight, and sentenced to pass the.remain*-- 
der of their days in confinement* 

Ae soon as Ramiro had re-established . -^ 
the tranquillity of his dominions^ he re* '* 
newed his attack upon- the Mbors ; took 
the city of Madrid by assault ; insulted the gar^ 
rison of^ Toledo ; andretumed in' triumph with 
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a multitude of slaves and a pro4igious quantitf 
of wealth. At his return, he caused the funeral 
obsequies of his brother to be celebrated with 
great magnificence ; and soon afterwards ac- 
quired fresh celebrity by the defeat of a Moorish 
army which had attempted to ravage his ter* 
ritories. He also obliged the prince of Arragon 
to become his feudatory ; and formed a power- 
ful alliance with the king of Navarre, by espous- 
ing his sister Doni>a Theresa* 

Aben Ahaya, prince of Arragon, seems to 
have had no other object than his own safety in 
view, when he consented to become a vassal to 
Ramiro ; for he took the earliest opportunity of 
acquainting the king of Cordova with the trans- 
action, and of imploring him to raise a formi- 
dable army against the Christians. Hereupon 
Abdelrahman made a powerful irruption into 
the territories of Leon, and drew over reinforce- 
ments from Africa till his army was augmented 
to the number of one hundred and fifty thousand 
men, with whom he reduced all the country be- 
yond the Duro : but while the infidels were con- 
gratulating themselves upon this great success, 
Ramiro marched out against them, and gained 
a decisive victory in the plains of Simancas» 
The enemy, though weakened by the loss of 
eighty thousand men, determined to make a 
fresh effort to retrieve their reputation : but 
their hopes were blasted, and the king of Leon 
returned in triumph to his capital, where he 
caused the traitor Aben Ahaya to be thrown 
into prison ; and formed a plan for extending 
his dominions to that chain of mountains which 
divides the two Castiles. 

After inflicting a temporary chastisement upon 
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some rebellious noiUeinen, and devoting a con- 
siderable space of time to the reparation and 
embelfishment of his principal towns, Ramiro 
made a fresh irruption into the Moorish territo- 
ries ; gained a decisive victory over a numerous 
army which had been ordered to stop his pro- 
gress ; and returned to Leon with a prodigious 
acquisition of wealth. However, he did not 
long enjoy the fruits of his success ; for he was 
8ei»sd, on his return, with an indispoadon which 
induced him to resign his crown, and which soon 
put a period to his hfe, after he had held the 
government for about nineteen . years and three 
months. 

Ordogno III. was permitted to ascend ^ ^ 
his Other's throne ; and his subsequent ^^^^ 
actions justified the high opinion which 
most of the nobles had entertained of his abili- 
ties. The commencement of his reign was dis< 
turbed by some attempts of his brother Sanchez, 
who insisted upon receiving some share of th« 
regal dignity ; and even prevailed on the king 
of Navarre to enforce this demand at the head of 
an army : but the design was baffled by Ordog- 
no*s prudence ; and the invaders retired without 
comnutting any hostilides. 

The confederates had no sooner withdrawn 
-their troops than an insurrection broke out in 
Galicia, and the kmg found himself obliged to 
repair thither in person. On his appearance, 
however, and promises pf clemency, the male- 
(contents returned to their allegiance, and march^ 
ed,. under their sovereign's command, into the 
territories of the Saracens, where they acquired 
much wealth and reputation. An unfortunate 
disagreement between the king and count Fer- 
Vol. XV. P 
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dinandGoogale^wasalaoooBipnoinised, andtite 
arms of Lemi were crowned with-extraor^finary 
success* la the summer of 955, theldiig^edy 
after govermiig with great apptanse fw five 
years and a4ialf ; and the crown was conferred 
upon Don Sancbsz, who had hidierto resided 
at the court of Navarre, but had hastened to 
Leon upon the first intimation of his brother's 
death. 

Sandiez, whom historians have disdnguished 
by the surname of ^ Gross," appears to hate 
been a person of shallow judgment and less ao 
tivity* The artifices ^ Ins enemy, count Gon- 
zalez, terrified him into a second retreat to Uie 
court of Navarre ; and the intriguing Ca^tilian 
immediately set up Don Ordogno, die son of 
Alphonso IV. as lawfiil h^r to the kingdotti of 
L^ and Oviedo. The new king, however, 
rendered himself so despicable to his subjectsy 
that he was soon compiled to flee into the As- 
turias, and Sancfaes was reinstated in all his dig- 
nities. 

Having received intelligence of his competi- 
tor's death, and having i^idered himself popu- 
lar by espou»ng the daughter of a powerfol 
grandee, Sanchez Isdd aside all his fears, uld 
hoped to enjoy the crown without further mo- 
lestation* In this, however, he was sadly dis^ 
appc»nted : fer he was soon alarmed by a de- 
scent of the Normans upon Galicia ; and by the 
rebeUious disposition of Sisenand, bishop of 
Compostella* A formidaUe insutrection, ^aO) 
under count Gonzalez, thn^tened to annihilate 
his power ; and, though his forces proved victo- 
rious, the chief rebel contrived to take him off 
bypcMsoo. 



After mature deliberation) the iio|>ili* ^ ^ 
ty rented Cio confer the regal dignity ^67.* 
upon the son of their deceased monarchy 
though he wasjt at that time^ but five years old* 
They also appoint^ lus moth^) the queen dow- 
ager, and his aunt, Donna Elvira, to act as re- 
gents of the kingdom ; and instiructifma were 
issued out for renewing the peapei with Coc- 
dova* 

Shortly after this arsangein^t^SisenaQd found 
means to escape from prison, aoid to reinstate 
himself in the bishoi»nc of CompoateUa : but 
his ambition and his 1& were soon tcsrminated bf 
a formidable host of Normans, who made a frt^ 
descent upon the Spanish ooaat, and marked 
their progress with blood and nfMnOf tin they 
were) at length, attacked saad cut to pieces near 
the mountains of Cas^e. 

As soon as Ramiro III# had entered ^ -^ 
his seventeenth year, he espoused a. lady ^y^' 
of great fiunily ; and soon afterwards as-, 
sumed the reina of goyemment. . His subsequent 
conduct, however, was so displeasing fo the no- 
bility, that they resolved cm deposing htm, and 
placing their sceptre in the bands of Don Ber- 
mudo, son of Oi^gno III* In consequence of 
this resolution, a powerful army wa& raised, on 
the frontiers of Galida, and an engagement en- 
sued, in which nu>re sol<fieni perished than in 
any bat^ that had ever been fought with the 
Saracens, though nether party waa afalelo daim 
the victory. However, the suddendeath of Ra- 
miro put a stop to thiadreadfiil e£^on of blood: 
and Berroudo IL was proclaimed^kii^'with the 
unanimouaconsent of the nations 
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^ Bermudo had no sooner assumed the 
'gjj * insignia of royalty than he determined to 
exert all his authority in reforming the 
manners, of the people, which had degenerated 
exceedingly, and in enforcing the precepts and 
'dis(^TpKne of the church ; but whilst he was occu- 
pied with this design, the Moors made a sudden 
tipruption h»to his dominions, and made them- 
selves masters of the important city of Simencas, 
the inhabitants of which were either murdiered or 
reduced to slavery. Shortly after this occurrence, 
the city of Zamora fell into the hands of the in- 
fidels ; and Mohammed Alman9or, prime minis- 
ter to the king of Cordova, put himself at the 
'head of a ibrmtda^le army, in order to penetrate 
into the interior of Bermudo's kingdom. Here- 
upon Bermudo prepared for battle, and his troops 
acquitted themselves with such gallantry, near 
tiie banks of t^e Ezla, that, though they were 
overpowered by numbers, the enemy was incapa- 
citated from pursuing their advantages till the 
next campaign. ' However, Alman9or swore that 
he wouM soon take ample vengeance upon the 
city of Leon ; and Bermudo was so well con- 
vinced of his enemy's superior prowess, that he 
ordered all his treasures to be removed ; caused 
the bodies of the kings, his predecessors, to be 
transported to the Asturias, and retired thither in 
person, with most of his prelates and nobility. 

Early in the ensuing spring, Alman9or led a 
numerous anny against Leon, which he carried 
by assault, and demolished so completely, that, 
with the exception of a single tower, there did 
not remain one of its edifices or fortifications. 
The victor then marched to Astorga, which 



«a^tuiated.; aadfttmi' thence lie directed 
kia course to tbe A»toria»^ 4>ut<here he met with 
90 vigorous a. repidse that he thought proper ta 
returo-to €3onioviu 

Next fear the SarMCO-general^tnade himself 
master of seTeralimportaiit towna in Fettugals 
committed some outrages in GaMcia ; and des- 
trojred'th&^oitf 0£l€(mipo8tellat but lus progress 
wm. suddeiyjr impeded by a^iserder which broke 
•utamonghis trsops^; fUidBermudo, being ap- 
prided of^this cinnmMlance, harassed him ex- 
ceedingly in Ms retreat. 

^Easperated at the dishonourable conclusion of 
ttnacampaigii^ j^m«i9or uttered many dreadful 
imprecations against the Christians, and sent for 
apew^foi reinforcement of troops £hom Africa,^ 
in ordi^ to complete the ruin of Galicia : but 
BttDAudO) hovmg obtaanedthe asststanee ef tbe 
OtetiUana and the king of Navarrej prepared to 
make a gallant resi^ance ^j. and a battle- was 
fiMlght nearOsma> in which the infidels were de- 
£Mited with the loss- of a hundred thousand menv 
besides- their camp^oid baggager Alman^r es^ 
caped alive- fix>m tiie engagement^ but he sooft: 
OGoasioBed Ms own deaHi by an obitinate absti*- 
nence from food ; and the Christian confederatea* 
retired totheir req^ecti^e countries in- triumph*. 

Shortly after^this great erent, Don Bermudo^ 
^ed^ in dieseventeeiith year of his reign, and^ 
waa buiied at a place called^ Valbuena inGidicia*^ 
IGssoB AlphoAso> was elected to fill the vacant 
thranc) and die regency was placed in thehanda^ 
of the queen dowager. 

There have been few instances of a regency 
better conducted than that which subsisted dui^< 
ing^ the mmority of Atphonso V« : for the at*- 
P2 
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^ j^ tempts of the Moors were happily fri»- 
1014. Crated ; peace and decorum were presenr- 
ed in the interior of the kingdom ; and 
the prince himself received su^ an exceUent 
education, that he becamte one of the best and 
wisest characters that had ever graced the throne 
of Leon and Oviedo* Upon lus assuming the 
reins of government, he espoused the daughter 
of his tutor, M«lendo G6n9alez ; and obtained 
a considerable degree of pc^ularity by rebuilding 
the towns that had been destn^ed, and repeo- 
pling the tracts of country which had been abaa* 
doned in the preceding reign. By his solicita- 
tions the nobility were persuaded to re-ectify 
the ruined capital ; and he enjoyed the satk&c* 
tion of convening the first assembly of states af- 
ter it had resumed something of its pristine 
splendour. He, also, caused the city of Zamo- 
. ra to be thoroughly repaired and fortified, aad 
undertook an expedition against the infidels: but^ 
having imprudently exposed himself at the aiege 
of a place called Viseo, he was mortally wound- 
ed, by an arrow, in the twenty-eighth year of his 
reign, and the thirty-fourth of his age» His re- 
msdnswere interred at Leon, amidst the universal 
lamentations of, his subjects, by whom he had 
been equally beloved and admired on account of 
his piety, courage, and munificence. 

Bermudo III. son of th^ deceased mo- 
10^! narch, was unanimously elected king ; 
and the regency, during his minority, 
was vested in the queen dowager and some of 
the principal nobles. These persons exerted 
themselves successfullyto restore the tranquillity 
of die kingdom ; the sedateness and opening 
abilities of the young monarch gave unspeaha- 



ble pleasure to tfa^conrtiet? ; and the genett^ty 
.of the pieople were delighted with (^iDposals of a 
'marriage between the young count of Castile and 
the infanta Donna Sancha, as such an union 
seemed to promise great advantages to all the 
Spanish Christiaxts in general, and to the -^ng- 
-dom of Leon in particular : the iBt^hded. bride- 
groom, however, was suddenly assassinated, ati4 
Sie general rejoicings: were consequently turned 
mtb lamentation. . . - 

Don Berraudo had no sooner assumed the ma^ 
nagemeht of his own affairs, than he resolved to 
form an alliance with Don Sanchez, who hadi 
rendered himself extremely powerful by anneip- 
ing the county of Castile and several important 
provinces to his herediitary kingdom of Navarre* 
Accordingly, he demianded the dai:^hter of that 
monarch in marriage ; and the nuptials were so- 
lemnized towards the close of the year, with ex* 
traoixikiary magnificence. Some commotions 
app«$ir to have broken out, about this time, .in 
Galicl^; but Bemmdo marched thkher with 
such celerity^ and {^proved lumself so able a 
4:ommander, that the insurgents laid down their 
arms, and their leaders eluded the royal ven- 
geance by a precipitate retreat. 

The friendship, which )iad, for some tlme^ 
subsisted betweeii4he kings of Leon and Navttrre^ 
was at length interrupted by a daim which, the 
latter made upon the> city of Palentia ; and 
this dispute rose to such a height that eabh par^ 
ty ;had recourse to hostilities^ and Sanchez, &ft& 
i^ucing all the country between the rivers Cea 
and Puiserga, determined to bring his opponent 
|o a decisive battle. This design, however, was 
overruled by some prelates ; and a peace waa^ at 
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lm^$Xi^99A9l^ybfyyhai^Mt^ the 

rocettt conquest^ as the portion of his dstep, 
DtEmnA.Saiicbai. and the; king: of Navanre: gave 
€i»tiie to.h]8.sec«>nd mBLEtjsdkomdy who, uixoi 
e]^p<Hisiiigithe.in£BQte,.ahQiddAflSQixie.t^^ tide.of 
kiag^. The marriage; was aoGOK&igly cxicteat- 
ed, with .ail imaginable! aplendouc ; and the peo- 
{de of: Naiaurey Castile^ andcLeofH w«e.ei}aai^ 
l^eaaed with & conjunctioli of intecest which 
seemed to promise them ample secimty^ against 
lim fiiture attackaof ^leinfiddsk 

Notsrithatanding the magmficence which.Beiv 
mudo.had displcqred.at.his sister's weddings it is 
evident that he had ecmduded a peace with greast 
rdnctance : for^ on the first intimation of Don 
Sanchez's death) he besieged and took the citf^ 
of Faleiitia».and made femndable prepassadons for 
reooTeiinip ^le wh(^ district whftch he hadced^ 
ed to: his hite bn>ther-in4K«i^ However^ his amr 
bition terminated in «hi& destruction ; £or Don 
Fentinand, asasted- by his brother Garcia^ as- 
sembled a bodf of troops to arrest his progress ; 
and. the i03»l invader was mortally wounded in 
an engi^;ement which took place in the neigh-^ 
b<un*hood of Carrion* 

Bermudo's army were no sooiwr acquainted 
witfithis fiital event, than they were- overwhelm- 
ed with confiision^ and w^Mikl. certainly have 
been< cut to .pieces by the opposite parQr^ if Fev^ 
dinand hadnot interposed^ and, with great perw. 
sonal dangoTf appeased the foty <^ his troops. 
This,* however, he effected ; md caused the 
body of the &llen king to be sent back to Leon) 
that it might be intended with due sdemnity« 
% these' means the victop concsiliated the esteem 



of the people ; arid dis^iosed the';ijobflity'<6 1a<> 
knowledge him for their lawful sovefcfigri. Ac- 
cordingly, he made his public entry itito Lebn, 
and the ceremony of his coronation iif as per- 
formed in the cathedral on the 22d bf7g|ie/l037« 
The Galicians, indeed, rose in arms,' uiider pre- 
tence of maintaining their ancient* liberties ; but 
these were soon reduced to obedience ; and the 
generality of the nation acquiesced In a reVoJ- 
lution by which the kingdom of Leon and 
' Oviedo was united with that of Castile. ' 

Ferdinand, having taken possession of th6 
throne of Leon, determined to ob^-iate all the 
prejudices' and unfavourable preix>ssessions ' of 
his new subjects, by an uniform adhertrice to 
the preceiHs of justice, and an assiduous ap- 
plication to the discharge of his public dtities. 
Accordingly, he visited all the provinces and 
capital towns ; enlarged the privileges of the 
Galicians ; frequently expatiated on the rights 
of the queen ; evinced the most profound res- 
pect for the clergy and nobility; and prose- 
cuted his predecessor's plan of redressing griev- 
ances with indefatigable diligence. 

Having devoted several years to the reform- 
ation of his people, and the improvement of 
his new territories, he, at length, resolved to 
make war upon the Saracens; and his arms 
were crowned with such brilliant snccess that, 
in the space of four campaigns, he reduced the 
fortress of Xena, and the cities of Viseo and 
Coimbra; swept the frontiers of CastJle 5 ra- 
vaged all the country about Medina Coeli ; and 
enriched his troops with a prodigious quantity 
of slaves and plunder. He also invaded- the 
dominions of the Moorish king of Toledo ; and 



thfeiite&ed ta lea4 Us victorious troi^ affnimt 
the lung of l^an^^sa : but both these princeB 
eluded his yengeance by offering to become his 
;feudatones, and to pay ^im an annual tribute. 
. jLjy ] SooB after die close oi this expecUtion, 
zo6sI Don Ferdinand paid a visit to his bro> 
^ ther^ the king of Navarre, who had been 
seized with a dangerous indispoution on the 
frontiers of Castile ; but, upon receiving pri- 
vate information that Don Garcia intended to 
secure his person, he took an hasty leave, and 
returned to his own dominions. About two years 
after this occurrence, Ferdinand was afflicted 
with a fit of illness, and his brother came to 
^ee him at Leon ; but the king caused him to^ 
be arrested, shortly after his arrival, and sent 
prisoner to the castle of Cea« However, the 
loyal captive found means to escape, and began 
to levy forces for the invasion of Castile before 
las brother had conceived the idea of such an at- 
tenotpt. Ferdinand clearly foresaw the mischiefs 
thai: would, in all probability, follow this acci- 
dent,, and, in order to prevent an unnecessary 
effusion of blood, he sent to offer terms of ac- 
commodation : but these were rejected with 
indignation^ and an engagement took place 
toeti«een Ages and A^tuperta, which terminated 
in the death of Don Garcia^ and the destruc- 
tion of ^i his Mahometan auxiliaries* The 
other. troops were spared by command of the 
victor; and Garcia's body was interred, vrith 
suitable honours, at Najanu 

Having rebuilt the church of S|. John the 
Baptist at Leon, and compelled the Saracen 
prince of Seville to send him the body of St. 
Isido^ to jbe dep^tfiil thoeio^ T^PimJoAcm- 



vmi an asMMibljr of the stailes, and proipoMd 
a diyistoti of lii« doimnions amoi^ his three seas 
Sanchoy Alphoaso, aad Gardas ; the eldest of 
Hrhom was to e'njof the soyereignty of Casdle ; 
the seecHid to Inherit the kingdom of Leon and 
O^edo ; and the youngest to take possession 
^ Gallda) with the recent conquests hi Portu« 
gal* This design was approved by a majority 
of the nobles ; and the princes, Saneho and Gar« 
eias, were immediafely permitted to assume tiieir 
respective governments in Galicia and €aa« 
tile. 

The Moorish Mtigs df Toledo and Safafe o saa 
itsoltedto take advanfei^ of a divtsion which 
they considered as the result of mental imbe^ 
cflity, and, accordingly, refused to pay Aeir 
annual tribute. But they were soon iconvificed 
<^ their error in forming such a hasty resolutioai ; 
for Don Ferdinand assembled a formidable 
army, and immediately swept the fhmtiersof 
bodi kingdofns with fire and sword. He etea 
led his victorious troops to Valencia, and set 
fire to the suburbs of that important city y but 
a ric^ent indisposition oWjged him to close the 
campaign and to return to Leon, Where he ex« 
jnred on the S7th of September 1065, after a 
glorious reign of twenty-eight years. Beisides 
his three akmis, before mentioned, he left two 
daughters^ Donna Urraca and Dobna Elvira, 
to whom he left some particular dties and 
holds, that they might be enabled to live in a 
manner suitable to their dignity. Without being 
dependent upon their brethren. 

Don Sancho regarded the decision of hn &-* 
ther as extremely arbitrary and unjust, from an 
opinion that priority of birth gave him a just 
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title to all the three king^pms ; andy upon the 
death of his mother, he led a numerous army 
into the territories of his brother Alphonso, with 
an intention to recover the crown of Leon and 
0\aedo. This design was set aside^ for the pre- 
sent, by tlie interposition of the two princesses ; 
but, in the following, spring, Sancho renewed 
his incursion, and a sanguinary battle ensued, 
which terminated in the defeat and subsequent 
deposition of Alphonso, who was compelled to 
assume the monastic habit, and to retire to the 
abbey of Sahagon. The conqueror then took 
possession of the vacant throne ; and, soon af- 
terw£uxl$9 penetrated into Galicia, whence his 
younger brother retired to the court of the king 
of Seville. However, Sancho did. not long en- 
joy the fruits of his success ; for. he was soon 
alarmed by the unexpected .escape of Alphonso, 
apd his life was eventually terminated by assas- 
sination, whilst he was employed at the siege of 
a city which he desired to wrest from his sister 
Urraca. ; 

_ Don Alphonso had no sooner receir- 
cro/au '^ intelligence of his brother's fete, than 
he took leave of his Moorish protector,* 
an4 r^aired to Zamora, where he received the 
yrarme^t congratulations from the principal no- 
bility of Leon and Oviedo. The Castilians also 
consented to acknowledg^e him a^s their sove- 
reign, on his clearing himself, by oath, from 
the murder of the late king ; and, on the sub- 
sequent t imprisonment of Don Garcia, the 

* Alt Maymoh, kin? of Toledo. 
f HistoriaoB are much divided in their opinions retpect- 
in^DoD Gstrcia's. imprisonment; some imputing it to the 
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Galicians submitted to his authority, so that he 
once more united the dominions of his father, 
and became sole monarch of Leon, Galicia, and 
Castile. 

Shortly after he had assumed ^^ a p 
reins of government, Alphonso espoused 10^4/ 
Donna Agnes, daughter of the count of 
Poitiers ; and, about the same time, he had an 
opportunity of expressing his gradtude to the 
king of Toledo, by putting an end to n war 
which threatened tiiat prince with very serious 
consequences. His interference was then re- 
quested in the affairs of Navarre, which had 
been thrown into confusion by the assassination 
of the last king ; and he embraced that oppor- 
tunity of annexing Biscay and Rioja to his for- 
mer dominions. 

' Next year a legate arrived at court, by whose 
assistance Alphonso divorced his queen ; and, in 
the space of a few months, a new marriage was 
Degociated between the king and Dcxma Constan- 
tia, daughter of the Duke of Burgundy. War 
was then declared against Hiaya, king of Tole- 
do, and, after four campaigns, the capital of that 
prince fell into the hands of the Christians. The 
victor permitted his unfortunate competitor tx> 
retire, without molestation, to Valencia, and 
even promised to protect the Moorish inhabit* 
ants in the enjoyment of their religion and laws ; 
but, as he was perfectly aware of &e importance 
of his conquest, he resolved to make it the me* 
tropolis of his dominions, and exerted himself 
successfully to people it with Christians. 

tyranny or ambition of his brother, and others asserting 
that he merited it by some intrigue against the govern- 
ment of Leon and Castila 
Vol. XV* Q 
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The Mahometans were overwhelmed with 
consternation when they saw Toledo in the 
hands of their enemies, and a powerful league 
was immediately formed, under the kings of. 
Seville and Badajos, against Don Alphonso ; 
but that victorious prince made such formidable 
preparations against an invasion, and obtained 
the promise of such powerful reinforcements 
from France and Burgundy, that the infidels 
laid aside their design after one engagement, 
and negociated a peace to the satis&ction of all 
parties. 
A n Upo^ *^® restoration of public tran- 
^87 qu*W^ty, Alphonso undertook to repair 
and repeople all the cities that had been 
dilapidated during the late hostilities. About 
this time, also, he bestowed his only daughter 
upon Don Raymond, who had rendered him 
some important services ; and, in the space of a 
few years, he had the satis&ction of seeing 
Aravels, Medina del Campo, Coca, Olmedo, and 
several other important towns, restored to their 
pristine appearance, and filled with Christian 
inhabitants. 

In the spring of 1091, Don Garcia expired in 
the place of his confinement, and his remains 
were solemnly interred in the church of St. Isi- 
dore, at Leon. His funeral was soon followed 
by that of Donna Constantia; and the sister 
of Don Raymond became the consort of Al- 
phonso. 

Sensible of the mischiefs which might resuH 
from the inactivity of his troops, Alphonso de- 
termined to renew hostilities against the Sara- 
cens, and accordingly made an irruption into 
Portugal, where he reduced the cities of Coim- 
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bra, Sanctaren, Lisbon, and Sintria* He al90 
raised some forces for the defence of his tribu- 
tary, the king of Huesca ; but these were even- 
tually defeated by Don Pedro, king of Arra- 
gon, and the Moorish principality of Huesca 
was subverted* 

Upon the demise of Donna Bertha, . «. 
the king gave his natural daughter, '' 
Theresa, to Henry Besan9on, together 
with all his recent conquests in Portugal ; andf 
after continuing a widower .for about two years, 
he espoused the princess Zaide (daughter of 
Mohammed Aben Habet, king of SevHle,) who 
was esteemed the most beautiful lady of that 
age, and who cheerfully consented to change 
her religion, on condition of being raised to the 
throne of Leon and Castile. 

This alliance proved extremely unfortunate 
for the Spanish ChrisUans ; for, the kings of 
Leon and Seville having invited Joseph, king of 
Barbary, to assist them in the reductbn of all 
the Moorish principalities in Spain, that subtle 
prince made himself master of Seville, Gra^ 
nada, Almeria, and Murcia ; defeated a nume- 
rous body of troops under the command of 
Don Garcia de Cabra ; and subdued the greatest 
part of Andalusia. He then returned with a 
prodigious number of capdves to Morocco, and 
sent over such powerful reinforcements to his 
subjects whom he had left in Spdn, that one of 
his generals actually invested Toledo, and com- 
pelloi Alphonso to retire into lus hereditary 
dominions. This audacious attempt was, in- 
deed, frustrated by the vigilance of Al|;^oa8o'8 
troops ; but the infidels still retained an impor- 
tj^t post on t)ie frontiers, whence they might 
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renew their incursions upon any favourable op* 
portunitj* 

Upon the demise of Don Rodrigo^ sumamed 
the Cid, or lordj the Moors hoped to have ef^ 
^£cted the re<;overy of Valencia, which had been 
wrested from them by the gallantry of the de» 
ceased warrior ; but Alvaro Fanez, the gover- 
nor, compeUed them to retire with considerable 
loss. However,^ as the place was preserved with 
much difficulty and expence, it was afterwards 
evacuated by the royal command. 
- j^ Soon after this occurrence, Alphonso 
22 * kSKt his fourth consort, whose scm, Don 
Sancho, was considered as the heir ap- 
parent to all his Other's dominions ; but, not- 
withstanding he had now an heir male, the khig 
resolved to enter again into the bands of matri- 
KKttiy, and accordmgly espoused a princess of 
the house of Este, though tlus measure gave 
great umbrage to the in&nta Urraca, and her 
husband Don Raymond. 

Joseph, king of the Almovarides, having ac- 
ccmiplished his designs in Africa, made a fresh 
descent upon Spain, with a more numerous fleet 
and army than had ever appeared in that kingw 
dom. Having united his troops, and made all 
the necessary arrangements, he marched toward 
the capita], and gained a bloody victory over 
the Spaniards, who attempted to arrest his pro- 
gress at Uclea. This httal engagement, in 
which the young prince, Don Sancho, and his 
governor were massacred, was the most afflic- 
tive reverse of fortune that the Christians had 
sustsuned since the demolition of Leon. How- 
ever, the infidels purchased their advantage so 
deariyy that they deem^ it expedient to retire 
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to their own dominions, and by that means 
gave the Spaniards leisure to levy fresh troopst 
and to place a strong garrison in their metro- 
polis* 

In this melancholy posture of affairs, the king, 
whose declining years and bodily infirmities dis- 
abled him from maUng any great exertions, di- 
rected all his nobles to appear at Leon, and to 
take an oath of fklelity to the young Alphonso, 
son of his daughter Ui:raca, and the king of 
Arragon. He also gave some judicious direc- 
tions concerning the protection of his frontiers, 
and disposed the affairs of Toledo to such ad- 
yant^^, that the inhabitants of that city en- 
joyed the most profound tranquillity, notwitl^ 
stan^ng the' languishing condition of their so- 
vereign, and the increasing strength of their 
warlike enemies. At length, Alphonso VL sub- 
mitted to the mortal condition, after he had en- 
joyed the regal dignity forty-four years from the 
demise of his father, and thirty-seven from the 
time of his restoration* He appears to have 
been one of the most prudent and illustrious 
characters that ever awayed the Spanish sceptre, 
uid from. his death may be dated the numerous- 
calamities of his subjects^ 
. Dq^ Alphonso, king of Arragon and N^* 
varre, led a numerous body of troops into Ca^ 
tile, in order to support his clsdm to the go*^ 
vemment as the husband of Donna. Urraca* 
This step rendered him exLtremely unpopular 
tfmong the Castilians: and his subsequent ill- 
treatment of the queen occasioned such dread-^ 
fa\ confusions in the whole kingdom, that re- 
course was eventusdly had to hostilities by tline 
opposite parties, and a sanguinar)' battle was 
Q2 
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fought on the Campo de Es^na, between the 
adherents of the injured princess and those of 
her imprudent consort* Victoiy declared in 
&vour of the king ; the cities of Burgos, Va« 
lencia, Sahagon, and Led6, were given up to be 
pillaged ; and even the sacred donnitory dT the 
kings of Leon was plundered by the triumphant 
soldiery. 

In this sad extremity, thearchlnslu^of Com« 
post^la crowned the young prince, Alphonso 
Raymond, in tiie cathedral church of St. James, 
and encouraged Urraca to take reflige in Ga- 
licia. The queen cheerfully embraced this pro- 
posal, and soon levied a fresh army, which 
gained some important advantages over the 
king of Arragon, and compelled him to raise 
the siege of Astorga, which he had carried on 
for some time with equal skill and resolution. 

In the spring of 1114, a council was held at 
Palentia by the express desire of Urraca, in 
which the pope's legate declared, that the mar- 
riage of that princess was void and iDegal, on 
account of her consanguinity with Alphonso. 
By this sentence the king of Arragon's preten- 
sions were totally annihilated; but the troubles 
of the state were by no means appeased, for the 
disi^pointed monarch contrived to raise a for- 
midable rebellion in GaKcia. The queen gave 
great umbrage to ma^y of her nobility, by the 
ill-timed severity which she exercised upon her 
son's most zealous partisans, and the Moors 
made several irruptions in hope of profiting 
from these intestine commotions. 
- Sometime after Alphonso Raymond 

iJiS. ^«d^sumed the reins of government, 
and made his public entry into Tole- 



doy Urracft pretaUed on him to assist m rtco* 
Terisg some places which were atitl held by the 
kkig ci Arragon ; . but she soon took offence at 
his conduct, and a fresh series of calamities re^- 
siilled from her violent temper. At length, 
however, after she had violated many engage- 
ments, forfeited the aifeetion of her truest ad- 
herents, and proceeded to such extremities as 
threatened a general rapture, her wild projects 
were terminated by death, and her remains 
were interred in the church of St. IsidcH^, at 
Leon. 

The king, who must now be distin- ^ -. 
guished by the title of Alphonso VII. ^^^' 
came to Leon within two days after the 
death of his mother, and was received with 
every testimony of loyalty by the nobility of 
Leon, Castile, and Asturias. There were, in- 
deed, some malecontents in the cides of Valen- 
cia, Carrion, Burgos, and Villa Franca, that re-^ 
fused to acknowledge his authority, but they 
were successively reduced to obedience ; and 
before the end of the year, the new monarch 
found himself in full possession of all his grand- 
father's dominions, most of them being regain- 
ed by his victorious arms, or prudent conduct, 
and the rest being ceded by the king of Arra- 
^n in an amicaUe treaty. 

As soon as Alphonso had procured the bless- 
ings of tranquillity for his subjects, he deemed 
it expedient to provide for the succession by a 
prudent marriage, and, accordingly, espoused 
Donna Berengara, the count of Barcekina's 
daughter, who was equally &med on account of 
her personal charms and mental accomplish- 
inents. The year following he held a council at' 
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Valencia, in which many salutary canons weie 
enacted; and, about the same time, theinhaint- 
ants of Toledogained some important advantages 
over the Saracens. 

The spring of 1131 opened with various trou- 
bles, and odled all the abilities of Alphonso 
into action ; for he was at once alarmed by an 
insurrection in the Asturias, an incursion of the 
infidels, and an invasion of Galicia by Don AK 
phonso of Portugal. However, the king acted 
with such prudence and vigilance upon ^is try* 
ing occasion that the rebels were soon com* 
pelled to lay dovm their arms ; the Moors were 
defeated with prodigious loss, and driven ta 
the very gates of Cordova ; and the Portuguese 
invaders were speedily repulsed, and stnpped 
of all their former possesions in the country of 
Limmia* 

Having delivered himself from these formi- 
dable enemies, Alphonso marched with a nu- 
merous army into the territories of Am^n, 
where he offered to assist the new king, Don 
Ramiro, against the infidelsj and where he re- 
ceived die benedictions of the Arragonian pre- 
lates. Ramiro was so highly gratified by his <XMr 
duct on this occasion, that he yielded to him the 
city of Sam^ssa. The new king of Navarre 
also paid him voluntary homage, in order ta 
obtain his protection ; the counts of Thoulouse 
and Barcelona took the earliest opportunity of 
acknowledging their vassalage ; and preparations 
were made at Leon for investing the successful 
prince with imperial honours. 

The ceremony of coronation was performed 
with all possible magnificence, and the shouts of 
*^ Long live his imperial majesty Don Alphonso," 



59AZV* IB$ 

rasounded thraigh every part of the royal city 5 
but the circumstance of Alphonso's elevatioo 
ioon excited the jealoasy of his neighbours, and 
a league was formed against him by the kings 
of Navarre and Portugal* However, his exerticms 
wei^ attended with complete success, and he was ' 
soon enabled to turn his arms against the infi- 
dels, from whom he wrested the fortresses of 
Oreja and Mora, the city of Coria, and some 
other places of great importance. 

Elated with these repeated t^onquests, . j^ 
the emperor resolved to make an attempt j\j^j[ 
on the city, fortress, and port of Almeria, 
which had long been formidable to the Chris>- 
tian states of Spcun and the adjacent islands, 
both on account of their prodigious strength, and 
as the grand rendezvous of Moorish pirates* 
Accordingly he levied a numerous body of 
forces ; procured some powerful succours from 
Arragoiv, Montpelier, Pisa, and Genoa ; and ef- 
fected his great design, after a siege of about ten 
weeks* All the inhabitants that were fcHind in 
arms perished by the sword ; the greatest part 
of the plunder was appropriated to the use of 
the allies ; and the imperial victor regarded this 
campaign as one of the most glorious and bene- 
ficial that had ever been undertaken by a Spa* 
nish prince* 

Aben Gama, the Moorish viceroy, was so 
deeply chagrined at the loss of Almeria, that' 
he panted with impaUence for an opportunity 
of revenging himself on the Spaniards, and, after 
some time, formed a project for the assassination 
of the emperor : but his diabolical intention was' 
turned iqpon his own head^ and Alphcmso sooii^ 
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obtained another gbrioas Tictmy over the infin 
dels* 

Having made a partition of territory between 
his two sons, Sancho and Ferdinand ; and hav- 
ing also solemnized, a marriage between his 
' eldest son, Sancho, and the sister of the king of 
Navarre, the emperor resolved to enter a second 
time into the connubial bonds. Accordingly 
he espoused the princess Rica, daughter of La- 
dislaus II. king of Poland* The lungs of France 
and Navarre formed conjugal alliances about 
the same time ; and the Spanish court was so 
entirely engaged by these circumstances, that the 
Saracens began to enjoy some respite from the 
fierce attacks of their implacable enemy. Al- 
phonso, however, soon convinced them that his 
military zeal was unabated ; and the Moorish 
dty of Andujar, which had hitherto escaped^ 
was soon added to his other brilliant conquests. 
About the spring of 1156 a project was form- 
ed for the invasion of Navarre by the Arragoni- 
ans, but we have no satis&ctory account of the 
progress of that war. It appears, however, that 
the emperor's attention was diverted from it by 
a threatened invasion of the Moors, and that he 
finight with his usual success against those an- 
cient enemies* But he was incapacitated from 
pursuing his victory, by a violent distemper, 
which compelled him to halt at the frontier town 
of Fresneda, and terminated his mortal existence 
on the 3 1st of August 1157. He was indispu- 
tably one of the greatest monarchs, most suc- 
cessful generals, and ablest politicians that Spain 
could ever boast of. He extended his dominions 
from the mountains of Biscay to those of th^ 
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Sierra Morena ; he obtained the imperial dtle bj 
the homage of the kings of Navarre and Arra- 
gon ; he was highly respected by all the neigh- 
bouring princes ; and his own subjects regarded 
him with the most affectionate fondness for his 
strict maintenance of their ancient laws and pri- 
vileges. 

As soon as the mournful ceremony of . ^ 
the emperor's interment was over, Don lir^.' 
Sancho and Don Ferdinand repaired to 
Burgos, where the first was unanimously ac* 
knowledged king of Castile, and the second was, 
with equal unanimity, admitted to the sovereign- 
ty of Leon, the Asturias, and Galicia. The 
young princes, however, were unfortunately 
more attentive to the pomp of their inaugura- 
tions than to the dischai^e of their regal duties : 
and the Saracens began to make such incursions 
into the Spanish territories as overwhelmed the 
Christians with consternation. Pedraches, An- 
dujar, Baeza, and several other important places, 
were recovered by these assailants with surpris- 
ing rapidity ; and in the space of one campaign 
the Spaniards were driven out of all the territo- 
ries which had been conquered, by their late 
emperor, in Andalusia* 

Whilst the court of Castile was alarmed by 
these unexpected calamities, the new king of 
Leon was persuaded to dismiss most of the old 
statesmen who had been peculiarly honoured 
with his royal parent's favour : and, upon those 
persons retiring to Burgos, he marched at the 
head of a numerous army into his brother's do- 
minions. But Sancho treated him with such 
fraternal kindness, and expatiated so forcibly on 
the danger of listening to the suggestions of 



\m .SVASM. 

IMirasiteS) that die old copiaisdiors were reiBfltaf- 
-ed in their empbymeats, loid Ferditiand escarped 
^ the snare whidb had been, aitfiilly laid for the ex<» 
f^ress purpose of subverting his government and 
authority. Shortly afiter this occunence, Don 
Sancho concluded an amicable trea^ with the 
kings of Arragon, and Navarre. 

In consequence of the great success which had 
recently crowned the amiB of the Moors, and of 
the prodigious succours which were said to be 
raising in Movoeco, the knights Templara, who 
had lutberto heki Calatrava as a fief from the 
crown^ made a vohintary resignation of a town 
wiiich they were unable to defend: and the king 
of Castile published an edict, whereby he offer- 
-ed the place to any of hisn<4)les or prelates who 
:would undertake to preserve and maintain it. 
Hereupon Saint Raymond, abbot of VTtero, ex- 
(Massed his resokitiosi of defending Calatrava ; 
and, without any otiier assistance than that of a 
^monk called Diego Velasquez, he raised twenty 
thousand followers in the space of a few weeks : 
upon tins success he gave the Cistercian order a 
military turn ; and from hence arose that order 
of religious chivalry whidi has, in later ages, 
been distinguished by the name of Calatiava. 

Upon the arrival of the Moorish forces from 
the court of Morocco, the kii^om of Toledo 
was threatened with a powerfol invasion ; and 
Aben Jacob, son of Abdulmenon, took the ear- 
liest opportunity of commencing hostilities ; 
but, a&er a most sanguinary conflict, victory de- 
cided in favour of the Christians, and their in- 
vaders were defeated with equal loss and igno- 
miny. The exultation of the Spaniards, how- 
.evor, was soon checked by the death of D(m 
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Sancho, winch happened after he had worn the 
csown one year and ten days ; and this calami- 
tous stroke was followed by many commotions. 

Upon the demise of Don Sancho, the ^ 
CktstUian diadem devolved to his son Al- '^] 
phonso ; but, as that prince was only three 
years of age, he was left under the care of Don 
Guitterez de Castro, who was declared sole re- 
gent. This nobleman, who was equally respect- 
^le on account of his consummate prudence 
and inviolable probity, committed the education 
of his royal ward to a person who proved un- 
equal to the tnast reposed in him, and delivered 
up the in&nt to Don Manrique de Lara, a pow- 
erful and designing noble, who had always ex* 
pressed the most vident hatred against the re- 
gent* Don Guitterez exerted all his abilities to 
compromise this matter, and to regain possession 
of the young king's person : but before he could 
efiR^ct his purpose he was summoned away by 
the angel of death ; and Manrique de Lara put 
so many artifices in execudon, that even the king 
of Leon found it impossible to wrest tlte usurped 
regency out of his hands. 

After making several fruitless attempts against 
the intrigmng femily of Lara, Ferdinand deem- 
ed it expedient to compromise all diiferences 
with Don Manrique ; and took advantage of the 
ensuing calm to repair and fcMtiiy such parts of 
his dominions as were either indifferently peo- 
pled, or fallen to decay. He also granted seve- 
ral new privileges to his subjects, and acquired 
a considerable degree of popularity by espousing 
a princess of Portugal, in oi^er to establish a 
firm alliance between the two kingdoms. 

Manrique de Lara paid so little regard to the 

Vol. XV. R 



mild eomaeis of Ferdtnaad, ^i«t he mmdhi&tA^ 
xooBt endeavoitfs ito.enflame the mind of .tiie 
yoimg prince agauiBt the hmHy of Castro, and 
at length persuaded him to. seiae <m the .city of 
Toledo, which had hitherto been govemed hf 
Don Ferdinand Ruez de Caatso, and some of 
that nobleman's indmate friends. la the acccon- 
plishment of this project much blood ^was shedf 
and Manrique himself was immbered among the 
slain : but his brother^ Don Nugnez, took th& 
c<mimand of the army^ and the gates^rf' Tolcik^ 
were treachafously opened, whilst the anibrtu* 
nate governor reared, with a &w adherents, kito 
the teiTitories of the Moors* 

Subsequent to this occurrencei the ksmg of . 
Portugal made a sudden imiptiett into Galida^ 
and, after a short time, made himself master of 
Badajos* Ferdinaiid hearing of this breach <^ 
faith, r»K>lved to .besiege the aggressor in^ his* 
new cmiquesty and conducted his design with 
such {HTudence that the Portuguese tn>q>s were 
completely defeated^ and their royal ccunmander 
was * taken prisoner* Alphonso was extremely 
mortified at this accident, and, in aU probabilityy 
expected to receive very harsh treatment from 
his injured 8on4n«law* Ferdinand, however, 
behaved toward him with the utmost respect 
and affection ; and after compromising their 
difference, permitted him to return to his own> 
dominions* 

• The king of Portugal attempted to march out of the 
city against his enemy ; but he was completely blocked up 
by his opponent, and, in endeavouring to force his passap^e, 
he shattered one of his legs against the bolt of a gate, which 
accident threw hit own troops mto cooAnion, and faali t at c d . 
ihe viaory of the assailants. 
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Tlve Castifian^ hairing expressed an earnest 
desm Ihat their king ahooid enter into the am* 
jugal state, though at this time he was ^ *^ ** 
bnlylburteea 3rear9of age, an assetablf j[^l 
of the states was convened at Burgos; 
aod, in conftequenoe of tbdr deliheratiahs, am- 
bassadors were sent to Hemy II. ci England 
(at that time in Guietme,) to demand the prin* 
eess Eleonora, his daughter. This proposal 
was cbeerfolly accepted, and the marriage was 
solemnized, in the coarse of the ensiung year, 
at Terrazona. 

About this time, Joseph, king of Mo- ^ 
i!9cco, s^nt a numerous body of troops in- ^ \ _ * 
to Spain, where they made some attempts 
a^ahut Valencia and Suitaren i but they were 
repulsed with coniideraible loss; and though, 
in -the following yeaty Joseph came over in 
person and made himself master of Murcia, he 
was soon obliged to return to Africa^ and the 
infidels received a signal overthrow from the 
hand of king Ferdinand. 

Meanwhile, the ancient animosity between the 
&miiies of Lam and Castro was revived, and cat^ 
lied to such a pitch as actually disturbed, the 
public peace of Castile and Leon, almost aU the 
noble families in both kingdoms taking part cm 
one side or the dth^r. * At length a resolution 
was t^k^n to determme these resentments by a 
general action ^ and a battle was accordingly 
feught, in the province of Tiefo de Campos, 
with all the fury .and obstinacy that inveterate 
hatred could inspire. Victory, however, decided 
ih>'&vour of Don Ferdinand de Castro ; Nugnez 
and Rodrigo were made prisoners, but gen&> 
ipusly set at liberty ; and the^-kui^ of Leon 
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bestowed his sister Tiennetta on the conqueror, 
in order to attach him the more strongly to his 
service and interests. 

Ferdinand of Leon had lived for several 
jj years' in the most perfect felicity with 
jjy^l his queen, when the pope's legate foimd 
out that they stood in an equal degree 
of relationship, being both of them gnuxUchil- 
dren of Alphonso VL . and prevailed on his 
master to annul the marriage. The king was 
highly displeased at this proceeding, and pe- 
remptorily refused to obey the papal injunction 
for sevend months ; but as his dominions were 
put under an interdict, and as his subjects began 
to exhibit signs of discontent, he at length partf 
ed with his wifci Urraca, by whom he had an 
heir to the crown ; and about a year after, he 
espoused Donna Theresa, the daughter of Nugno 
de Lanu 

Alphonso, king of Castale, having freed him- 
self from a dangerous war. with Navarre, re* 
solved to imitate his illustrious predecessors, 
by turning his arms against the infidels. Ac- 
cordingly he marched, at the head of a nume- 
rous army, into the enemy's country, and, with 
the assistance of the king of Arn^n, reduced 
Cuenca, a place of considerable strei^th, seated 
on the sumn^it of a hill, at the confluence of 
two little streams, which, when united, form 
the river Xeucax. 

Some historians have asserted that whilst 
Alphonso was employed at the siege of Cuenca^ 
his uncle, Ferdinand, made an incursion intq 
his dominions ; and that the Castifian monarch 
took an ample revenge by comnutting many 
outrages in the territories of Leon* But thia 



sccmnit seems veiy itnpFobabie, as we find t}i« 
two monarchs, early in the ensuing year, hold- 
ing a consultation, at Tordesillas, in order to 
streof then the hcemwny^ which then subsisted 
lietween their kiftgdoms. Shortly after this ioler^ 
' view, died Theresa Lara, queen of Leon ; and 
the year following, Don Ferdinand espoused Ur- 
laca Lopez, daughter of an opui^t grandee in 
the province of Biscay. 

The king q€ Castile seems \» havae had great 
fluecess in several expeditions against the in^ 
fidels; and in the sumnrerof 11 S4, the whole 
foree of l^e Moors was put to f%ht l^ the kings 
of Portugs^ and Leon, and their monarch, Jo- 
seph, was kilied by a fall from his horse. In 
the course of the next year, they obtaaned some 
advantages • m Estramadtira : but liiese were 
soon wrested from them by the Castilisffis, and 
siiey' were agaki defeated with pitx^ous i^ugh* 
ter. 

in the avitfvmn ctf I1S7, Dbii Fer^nmid of 
LeoH was taken in on Ms return from Compos* 
tella ; and in the first month of the new year he 
bitsathed \k% last, amidst the umversal lamentar 
tions of his subjects. He left tihiree sons, vbb^ 
Don Alphonso^ by hts first qtieen the in&inta of 
P^efftugsl, and Don Sancha and D<m Garcia \sf 
Mm surviving queen Urraca* He was generally 
fldmired for his piety, valour, and munificence y 
mA his remms vrere solemnly inteired, near 
those of his grand&ther Don Raymond,^ in th» 
cathedral of St» Jamesir 

The new king of Leon had no sdoner taken 
possession of his father'B dignities by the title c^ 
Al^^onso'IX. thMi:he hastened to pay hi» res- 
pects to ^B-royal cousin at Cairion, sund, in a ge^ 
R 3 
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neral assembly of the states, he expressed hk 
afiection by kissing the hand of that monarch as 
he took his seat. This salutation was afterwavds 
construed into a solemn act of homage, and oc- 
casioned several serious ruptures between the 
two princes ; though their forces acted, for some 
time, m perfect concert, and recovered several 
important places out of the hands of their com- 
mon enemy. 

Historians have ^ observed that the king of 
Castile was inspired with unreasonable haughti- 
ness by the prc^posal of a marriage between his 
daughter Berengara, and prince Conrad, son of 
the emperor Frederic Bait»arossa* The intend^ 
ed bridegroom was received at Toledo with e&- 
Iraordinary munificence ; the contract of mar^ 
riage was signed ; and great preparations were 
made for the solemnization of the nuptials ; 
but, on the birth of an h^r male to the tluone 
oi Castile, the German prince felt himself dis* 
appdnted of his expectations, and returned into 
lus own country without espousing the in- 
fanta* 

Exasperated by this disapp«dntnifent, and pie- 
suming on his cousin's youth, the CasdHan mo- 
nardi made an irruption into Leon, and comBUt- 
ted many flagrant outrages : but the king of Arra- 
gon espoused the cause of his injured neighbour^ 
and the nobles of both kingdoms interposed theic 
good oflfices to prevent a greater effusion of 
Christian blood* 

Shortly after the termination of this war» 
cardinal Gregoiy, the pope's legate, declared 
that the marris^e of the lung of Leon with the 
b&nta of Portugal was ille^ and null ; and 
that therefore they ought to part* Fiadiag h» 
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private sc^^sticms were useless, he summoned 
ft council at Salamanca, where he carried his 
pfiint, afiter excommunicating four prelates who 
had protested against hinu The king, how- 
ever, still refused to part from his beloved con- 
sort, and persisted in his obstinacy till his do- 
xnimons were laid under an interdict, and his su- 
persUtious subjects began to clamour loudly for 
his obedience to the Roman pontiff* 

The king of Castile, in the mean time, had 
sent a numerous army into Andalusia under the 
command of the archbishop of Toledo ; and 
that prelate acted with such unexampled severity 
against the Moors, that Jacob Aben Joseph, king 
of Morocco, immediately published a gacia,^ 
and came over With a prodigious army to re- 
venge his injured countrymen* 

Upon the first intimation of Joseph's arrival 
at Seville, the Castilian monarch condescended 
to crave (lie assistance of Navarre and Leon, ob- 
serving that he was attacked on the score of re- 
ligion, and that the common cause of all the Spa- 
nish Christians was at stake : but before his 
GOU»n or the king of Navarre could march to his 
assistance, he sallied out against the enemy, and' 
came to a g^ieral action, in the vicinage of Alar- 
cos, which terminated in the utter defeat of his 
army and the loss of his own military reputation* 
Upwards of twenty thousand Castilians were 
cut to pieces upon this melancholy occasion ; the . 
camp and baggage were likewise taken by the 
nctorious enemy ; ^d the Mattered remains of 

-* Tho gatia anawera t<^ a popish crumdey and insure&ta 
every Mussulman who either kills a Christian or perishes 
in the attempt, a plenary absolution from all hi& sms, aod 
«n immediate entrance into the joys ot pandite^ 
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tiie Cfamtiaas retii^, with f^fcat ifificdi^y lo the 
Ibrtifioations <^ Toledo. 

^ Alphofisd- had scarcefy entned hi« 

22_' capital before the lung of Leon arrived 
urith a numerous array, and expoMuteted 
mildly an the iiii{niideiice of the reeent acticm ; 
but the proud CakifiaB answered in such mo* 
lent terras, that his auxiliary immediate re- 
turned, in disgust, to his own dominions, and 
tiie kii^ of Navarre fotiowed his Example ; while 
Jacob Aben Joseph reduced Alarcos and Cahi^ 
trava, and made a fimous irruption into Por« 
tugal, where he murdered all the ecdesiaslscs 
who feM into his hands, and wasted the caaatrf 
with unparalleled barbarity. 

Whilst the infidels were thus markmg their 
progress with iire and sword, the king of Caadle 
left the security of his own territories to chioice, 
laid turned his arms against his cousin, in tht» 
expeditioll he took several places of inconsider-^ 
-«ble strength, destroyed one of the suburbs be«» 
longing to the capital, md wasted ail tlie eipen. 
country with a degree df cruelty tittle inferior 
lo that of the Moors. Upon his return to Toledo, 
he entered into a negociation with Pedro, king 
of Arragon, and prevailed on him to assist him 
m hiB next campaign ; so tktkt it seemed as if the 
Christian princes had resolved to act in ooncerl 
with their merciless iovadeni^ and to aco^enrate 
each other's destniction. 

^ At this critical juncture, die MooHidi 

•f,^^; prince appeared In the fieldy at tftie head 

of an army which threatened nothing 

less than the utter subversion of the Castilian 

government : a circumstance whith induced Al- 

()hbnso to suspend bis i^sentment agunsthis 
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cousin) and to provide for his own safety by 
gurisoning Ms fortsessesy and remaining among 
the mountains with a flying army^ which might 
harass and weaken the enemy without incur- 
ring ^e danger of a pitched battle* In con- 
sequence of these precautions^ the expected ruin 
of Castile was averted, and the Moors were com* 
pelledy after a £fttiguing campcdgn, to retire into 
Andahisia* Immediatdy after the infidels had 
retreated, Aiphonso renewed hosdlities against 
Leon, and the king of that country resolved to 
check his progress by force of arms* However^ 
by the strenuous advice of the nobility, all dif« 
ferences were compromised ^ peace was con* 
duded between the contending princes ; and a 
marriage was, soon afterwards, solemnized be* 
tween the king oi h&m and the infanta of 
Castile* 

Early in the ensuing, spring, Aiphonso ^ ^ 
of Castile concluded an advantageous jipg,* 
peace with the miram(din of Africa* He 
also gained some important advantages against 
the king of Navarre; and his satis&ction aa 
these accounts was aoan after augmented by the 
marriage of his daughter l^anche with prince 
Louis, heir apparent to the crown of France* 

Meanwhile, pope Innocent III* succeeding 
Celestine in the papal chair, took umbrage at 
the ui;ion of the king of Leon with his cousin, 
and sent positive orders to his nuncio to dissolve 
the marriage* The nuncio, being less violent 
than his master, gave time for the father and 
husband of Donna Berengara to send their 
ambassadors to Rome ; but the haughty pon? 
tiff persisted in his resdution, and enforced obei 
di^ce to his commands by threatening to lay 
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aH the cbusehes of Leon and Catftiievndep »> 
mterdkt* Th« king of Leon resoifedy for some 
l&mtj to resbt this artntrary pfoeeefiam^^ and ac» 
tcia^ persisted in hie design, till a scyiinr wroae 
among his prelate in consequence of thet^reat^ 
€sied iiiterdicty and the whole kingdom was 
thrown into censteniiitian. At lengtii, howeven 
he pernfiitted his consort to retire to her fiaither^s 
court, and the pope vouchsafed to dedaife tile 
children legitimate, because the manii^ had 
been solemnized on both sides with sincere and 
laudable intentions. The divorced queoi gene* 
roosly gave up her dowqr to her affecttonate con-* 
sort ; her eldest' son, Don Ferdinand^ was decla^ 
fed heir appafent to the cpowh of Leon, m case 
ctf his brolhei^s demise ; and the otiier children^ 
1^ Alpbonso, Eleonora^ Conatantia, and Beren^ 
gara, were left under their father's protection. 
^ ^ Though the surrender of the queen's 
2205. dowry was perfectly voluntary, and sane* 
ti<»ied bf the papal confintialiony it 
teems to hslve been disagreeaye to the kii^ 
erf Castile, as his governors refused to surrender 
the places which constituted that dowry, and 
a war ensued, which, with the iiiterposition of 
some truces, continued for three years. At 
kngth, htywever, the cause of dispute was ob- 
viated, by the king of Lecm's generosity; and 
the attention of the Castilians Was totally en- 
grossed by a marriage between this monarch's 
second daughter, Urraca> and the infimt Don 
Aiphonso, of Portugal. 

As the truce with the miramolm was now on 
the point of expiring, the Castilian momrch be* 
came extreinety soliintous to put an end to all 
disputes, among his Christian neigkbottrs, and 
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keprUdendy oompromised his own ^fisrence 
with the king of Navarre, by which means 
heotoined the proxnise of speedy and zesdloiuf 
assistance gainst the Moors. Having taken 
these ppecaadons, and bestowed the order of 
knighthood an the in&nt, Don Ferdkiand, he 
advanced, at the head of a numerous army, to 
Alcala, and overran the greatest part of the 
kingdom of Murcia, till the extreme heat of the 
season compelled him to retire. However, his 
triumph on this occasion was soon converted 
into mourning : for Mohammed, king of Mo- 
rocco, having passed the Sierra Motena, made 
himself master of Salvatierra aftet an obstinate 
resistsoice ; and the infant, Don Ferdinand, being" 
over-fatigued by the campaign, fell ill of a fever, 
and breathed his last, soon after his return to 
Madrid* 

As it appeared that the king of Morocco had 
actually assembled his whole force with an in- 
tention to destroy the kingdom of Castile, Al* 
phonso resolved to have recourse to a crusade 
for the defence of himself and his Christian bre- 
thren* Accordingly he sent the bishop of Se- 
govia to Rome, and some other eminent prelates 
into France, to facilitate his design, whilst him« 
self contrived to fix the kings of Arragon and 
Navarre in his interest. These exertions were 
crowned with complete success : for the pope 
readily sanctioned the undertaking 5 prodigious 
multitudes enlisted snider the holy banners in 
France, Italy, and Germany ; the grand rendezs- 
vous of the confederates was appointed at Tole* 
do about the month of May ; and on the sixteenth 
of July a battle was fought in the vicinage of 
Tolose, whioh terminated in ^e utter defeat of 



198 SPAIN. 

the miramolin, and the loss of two hundred 
thousand of his bravest followers. The Chris^ 
tians, whose loss was remarkably triyial, pursued 
the fugitives till tlie approach of night, and then 
took possession of the enemy's camp, while the 
Spanish bishops performed a solemn te deuniy 
and the greatest part of the spoil was cheerfully 
relipquished by the Castilians to their foreign 
auxiliaries* Thirty-five thousand horses are said 
to have fallen into the hands of the victors on 
this memorable occasion ; and the quantity of 
arrows, spears, and javelins found upon the field 
of battle was so prodigious, that they served the 
confederates for two days, as ^el for dressing 
their provisions, though, during that time, they 
burnt nothing else. 
- -^ After the conquerors had devoted 
liiz. a^bo^it three days to repose and refresh- 
ment, they resumed their progress, and 
ravaged all the country as far as Baeza. They 
then proceeded to Ubeda, which they determined 
to reduce either by fiimine or assault ; but, as 
the inhabitants defended themselves with as- 
tonishing bravery, and the fortifications were 
of extraordinary strength, they thought proper 
to raise the siege, and to repass the Sierra 
Morena. On their arrival at Calatrava, the king 
of Arragon bade adieu to the confederates, and 
returned to his own dominions: the king of 
Castile, accompanied by Sanchez of Navarre, 
returned in triumph to Toledo ; and an annual 
festival, called the " Triumph of the Holy Cross," 
was instituted to commemorate the great event 
which, in a great measure, determined the fete 
of the infidels in Spun. 
. Whilst Alphonso was engaged in this import- 



«nt war^ the king of Leon had recovered all the 
places that had been conquered by the Castiliana* 
However, his cousin was so far from revenging 
these acts of hostility, that he generously yield- 
ed all pretensions to the objects of fi>rmer dis- 
pute, and assured his royal kinsman of a per- 
petual and unfeigned friendship. About this 
time, the in&nt, Don Pedro, of Portugal, fled 
from the malice of his brother to the mira« 
molin; and that monarch retired, soon after- 
wards, to his African dominions, where he pass* 
ed the remainder of his life in sorrow and vexa* 
tion. V 

Alphonao took the field again as soon as he 
had arranged his affairs ; reduced Duegnos and 
some other places at the foot of the Sierra More- 
na ; effected the reduction of Alcaros after an ob- 
stinate resistance, and returned in triumph to St. 
Torcaz* 

In the course of the next year, the king of 
Leon, with the assistance of some Castilian ca- 
valry, made himself master of Alcantara, and 
threatened some other places with reduction : 
hut the excessive heat of the weather delayed 
the execution of his deugns, and obliged him to 
put his troops into quarters for refreshment* 
Soon after his return fsom this campaign he was 
deeply afflicted by the death of his heir appare^ 
the in&ht Ferdinand, whom he had by Xheresa 
of Portugal ; and this melancholy circumstance 
incapacitated him for some time from resuming 
the war. 

The kkig of Castile bdi^ extremely solicitous 
for the wel&re of his cousin, and supposiog that 
he did not perceive the great advantages which 
might result from his entering zealously into the 

Vol. XV. S 
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VfSiV against the infidels, invited him to a friend- 
ly conference at Placentia : but before he him- 
self arrived at that place, he was attacked by a 
malignant, fever, which terminated his life on the 
«ixth of August, after he had swayed the sceptre 
for about fifty-five years* 
^ ^ Don Henry^ succeeded his father, in 
iii4. ^^ eleventh year of his age, under the 
protection of the queen dowager ; but, as 
she followed her consort to the grave in about two 
months, the regency devolved upon the' queen, 
Beren|;ara, in pursuance of the late monarch's 
will, and with the general approbation of the 
nation. A powerful faction, however, was soon 
formed by the counts of Lara and some other 
nobles, and the regent was eventually persuaded 
<o resign her office, and to leave the election of 
another candidate to a geneml assembly of the 
states. Hereupon Don Alvaro de Lara was cho- 
sen regent under several restrictions, and the 
young king was committed to his care. But no 
sooner was the assembly dissolved than Alvaro 
began to exercise unlimited authority, and to 
govern with a rod of iron. This conduct exas- 
perated the people in all parts of the kingdom ; 
the ecclesiastics thundered out excommunica- 
tion against the wretch who presumed to tram- 
ple on their liberties and to seize their revenues; 
the queen, Berengara, with some of the prime 
nolnlity, retired, in disgust, to the fortress of 
Autillo ; and all things seemed hastening to a 
general insurrection. 

To avoid the impending calamities, or to turn 
diem upon the head of his opponents, was the 
anxious wish of Alvaro, and with this design he 
put a Castilian gentleman to death, on pretence 
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that he had been employed by Berengara to poi- 
son the king. This artifice failed of its intend-' 
ed effect ; and, though the regent confirmed hi» 
assertion by a letter fix>m the queen, the popu« 
lace accused him of forgery, and compelled lunt 
to raise a body of forces for his personal defence* 
Hereupon he levied a numerous army at Valla-^ 
doiid ; summoned Berengara and her partisans 
to surrender all the places they held, upon pain 
of being treated as rebels ; and proposed a mar* 
riage between his royal pupil and the infanta of 
Leon, in order to preclude the interposition of. 
that court on behalf of the queen. However, 
whilst Alvaro took these precautions against his' 
adversaries, and a civil war was expected by most 
ef the Cadtilians, the young king was accident- 
ally killed, by the fall of a tile, in the third year 
of his reign ; and the aspect of affairs was con- 
sequently changed. 

' Upon the first intelligence of this . ^. 
event, Donna Berengara sent for her j^i;.' 
son, Ferdinand, from the court of Leon, 
and convened an assembly of the states at Val-- 
ladolid, where she was solemnly acknowledged 
queen of the two Castiles. She then made a so* 
lemn resignation of her crown to the infant Don 
Ferdinand, and caused him to be inaugurated, 
in the cathedral, amidst the universal acclama- 
tions of the people. As this step was taken 
without the knowledge of the king of Leon,, 
that monarch felt himself offended, and actually 
marched into Castile, in order to revenge the af- 
frant which had been put upon his dignity : but 
he was soon convinced of the impropriety of his 
behaviour, and returned peaceably to his owni 
dominions. 
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As Aivaro de Lara and his intiiguing parti- 
sans yielded but a preoarious obedience to theit* 
new tiMtster, the king resolved to reducq them by 
force, aaid, .accordingly, raised an army which 
soon effected his purpose^^ Aivaro was taken 
prisoner, throogh his own imprudence, but he 
lecovered his fiberty by surrendering some places 
which were stiB in the hands of his dependents. 
He afterwards retired to Leon, and pirevailed ott 
the king of that country to invade his son's ter* 
ritories ; but Alphonso abandoned the project at. 
the earnest solicitation of some ecclesiastics^ and 
the disappointed Aivaro died, soon after, of a 
broken heart* 

^ ^ Whilst the archbishop of Toledo was 
J2IO.* employed in assembting a numerous ar* 
my against the infidels, Donna Berenga* 
ra negociated a match between her son, and the 
princess Beatrix, daughter to the deceased em- 
peror of Germany ; and the marriage was so- 
lemnized, amidst general acclamations, in the 
cathedral of Burgos* About the same time the 
knights of St. Julian took possession of Alcan- 
tara, and received a grant of all places which 
they could wrest from the Moors, to be held as 
iiefs from the crown of Leon. 

The archbishop of Toledo had the mortifica<* 
tton to lose ten thousand men in a fruitless at- 
tempt upon the fortress of Requena : but the 
^fairs of the enemy were in evident confusion, 
and the petty principalities which began to mul* 
tiply among them, paved the way to their des- 
truction* 

The year 1221 was marked by theccmjugal 
union of James, king of Arragon, with Donna 
Eleonora, aunt to the Castilian monarch ; the 



naniage of the infant Don Alphonso with the 
daughter of Gon9alez de Molina ; the Inrth of 
an heir apparent to the crown of Castile ; and 
the suppression of a rebellion in Galicia* In 
the ensuing year the king of Leon founded an 
university at Salamanca ; Don Ferdinand gain- 
ed some advantages over the infidels ; and John 
de Brienne, king of Jerusalem, vi«ted the Spa- 
nish court at BurgoS) and there espoused Donna- 
Berengara, the king's sister. 

Having received the homage of Aben Mo^ 
hammed, and prevailed on him to surrender the 
castle of Baeza and the fortresses of Bergamilar, 
Salvatierra, and Capilla, Ferdinand ordered the 
grand master of the order of Calatrava to take 
possession of the former, with a competent gap- 
rison, and Bergamilar and Ssdvatierra were eva- 
cuated without dispute : but the infidels posi- 
tively refused to obey their master's orders re- 
lative to Capilla, and Mohammed was cruelly 
murdered on suspicion of heading a secret cor- 
respondence with the Chri^ans* This circum- 
stance was no socHier made public, than the in- 
habitants of Baeza took up arms against the new 
garrison, and the besiegers of Capilla were re* 
pulsed with extraordinary gallantry ; but, at the 
expiration of four months, the infidels were to- 
tally defeated, and Capilla was taken by assaults 
This conquest was soon followed by another at ' 
Baeza, which was deemed remarkable, as being 
gained on the feast of St. Andrew, to whom Itr 
church was anciently dedio^d. 

Eg^ly in the ^ensuing spring, Ferdinand laid 

the first stone of a new cathedral at Toledo, 

which is the magnificent structura noticed by 

modern travellers. In the course of the same 

S3 
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jFear the marriage of the king and queen of Ap- 
taigon was annuHed by a papal decree ; and the 
king 'of Leon, having led a nomeroas army into 
Estramadura, made himself master of Caceres^ 
which had hitherto resisted all the attempts of 
himself and his predeceasonu In the following 
year that monarch added the fortress of Merida 
to his important acquisitions, and Obtained a de» 
cisive victory over a Moorish army of eighty 
thousand men ; but whilst he was traveling to 
Compostella in order to offer up a solemn 
thanksgiving for his success, he was seized with 
a fit of illness which put a period to his life, in 
the forty-second year of his reign. He appears 
to have been a prince of great mildness, piety^ 
and justice* He was an excdllent husband, though 
unfortunaite in both his marriages ; and he was 
generally beloved by his subjects, though the 
inconstancy of his temper frequently exposed 
him to inconveniences* 

As by the will of the deceased monarch, thtt 
infantas, Sancha and Dukia, whom he had by 
Theresa of Portugal, were declared co-heiresses 
of his dominions ; and as the states had solemn* 
ly sworn to the succession of Ferdinand, great 
disputes arose among the nobility, and Leon was 
threatened with all the calamities of a civil war s 
but, on the voluntary resignation of the prin* 
cesses in &vour of Ferdinand, the public anxiety 
was tranquillized, and the conjunction of the 
two kingdoms under the Castilian monarch was 
deemed equally glorious to the sovereign and 
advantageous to the people. 
^ ^ As soon as the settlement of the 
j^^,' kingdom of Leon was completed, Don 
Ferdinand xx)nc)uded a treaty of aU»» 
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ance with the kif^ of Portugal ; quelled a dan* 
genius insurrection in Galicia ; and granted se« 
i^eral Moorish conquests to the archieiMscopal 
see of Toledo* His brother^ Alphonso, also 
ravaged the territories of Seville and Ck^rdova^ 
and gained a glorious victory oi«r a numerous 
army of infidels with the loss of only one of his 
soldiers. 

Next year Don Ferdinand took the field i& 
person, and added the cities of Tmxillo, ]\toi« 
tial, and Ubeda to his former conquests ; but the 
loss of his beloved queen, Beatrix, threw a heavy 
cloud over his triumph, and retarded the execu* 
lion of his other military designs* At the ex« 
piration of a few months, however, his attention 
was roused by a proposal for the reduction of 
Cordova, and he entered so zealously into the 
scheme, that he soon found himself in possession 
of that important city* 

Though the deceased queen had left behind 
her six sons, it was deemed advisable for the 
king to enter again into the ccmjugal life ; and a 
marriage was, accordingly, negociated between 
him and the lady Jane, daughter to the count de 
Ponthieu, who had acquired an extraordinary 
reputation by the suavity of her temper and the 
purity of her morals. The solemnization of thi^ 
marriage, and the renewal of a league with the 
king of Navarre, took up the greatest part of the 
year, and precluded the possibility of any impor* 
tant expedition against the infidels. 

The great addition which had been . ^ 
made to his dominions, in the space of ,^40.* 
a fi»v years, ot^ged the king to act with 
caution in his future expeditions ; and induced 
kiaa to preserve a l^^ar line of fortifications. 
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rather than to extend his authority over such 
places as he might eventually be forced to evacu* 
ate* For this reason he promised lands, immu- 
nities, and various other advantages, to all per- 
sons who would settle in the towns and villages 
situated on his intended boundary, and he had 
the satis&ction of seeing his proposals embraced 
with avidity. About the same time the king of 
Murcia implored the protection of the Castilian 
monarch ; and in the ensuing year the king of 
Granada consented to kiss his hand, in token of 
homage, to surrender the city of Jaen, to pay 
an annual tribute of fifty thousand pieces of gold, 
and to serve in his army, with a corps of auxi- 
liaries, whenever it should be requir^, on con- 
dition that Ferdinand should afford him protec- 
tion against his enemies, and guarantee his pre- 
sent possessions* 

Harring obtained the pope's permission for le- 
vying the third of the tenths of all his ecclesias- 
tics for the prosecution of the war, and having 
caused a fleet to be built and equipped under the 
direction of one of his ablest officers, Ferdinand 
resolved to make an attempt on the important 
city of Seville. Accordingly he blocked it up both 
by sea and land, notwithstanding the furious op- 
position of the Moors, and continued the siege 
with such vigour and resolution for several 
months, that the inhabitants were, at length, 
compelled to capitulate. The king made his 
publk entry into this new conquest on the twen- 
ty-third of November 1248, and the remainder 
of the year was spent in purifying the churches 
and re-peopling the city, which was totally eva- 
cuated by the infidels. 

Notwithstanding the long series of fatigues 
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which Ferdinand had undergone in- this and fbr<* 
mer expeditions, be took die field early in the 
ensuing spnng, and swept all the places which 
still remained in the enemy's hands, from Seville 
to the fall of the Guadalquiver. He then made 
preparations for carrying the war into Africa; 
and actually obtained a victory over the Moorish 
fleet which had been fitted out for the protection 
of the coast : but the execution of his grand de- 
sign was retarded by his infirmities, and the con- 
sciousness of his approaching dissolution induced 
him to settle the domestic affairs of his kingdom^ 
and to employ himself in acts of piety and hu- 
miliation. He is said to have died of a dropsy 
in the thirty-fifth year of his reign ; and his re- 
mains were interred, with great solenmity, in 
the cathedral church of Seville* 

Alphonso X. who, for his love of li- . _. 
terature, was sumamed the Wise, sue- j^^^[ 
ceeded his father, with tlie general ap- 
probation of the people ; and prosecuted the war 
against the infidels with extraordinary zeal : but^ 
as he was obliged, on this occasion, to debase his 
coin, great murmurings were excited in varioua 
parts of his dominions. However, the pope 
granted a crusade in order to facilitate the Afri- 
can expedition ; and the attention of the Castil- 
ians was agreeably engaged by the marriage of 
their infiinta Eleonora, with prince Edwsu^d of 
England. About the same time the king be« 
stowed the hand of his natural daughter, Beatrix 
de Guzman, on the king of Portugal ; and chastis* 
ed a revolt which had broken out on the frontiers* 

Alphonso seems to have been ex- ^ jy 
tremely desirous of asserting his right 1^75.^ 
to the duchy of Suabia^ and of obtain- 
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ing the imperial dignity ; and he actually pre* 
vailed on several Italian states and princes to 
approve his design : but, after a prodigious waste 
of toil and money, he was obliged to abandon 
this enterprise, and to apply himself to the pro- 
tection of his hereditary territories, which had 
been convulsed by the revolt of his own brother, 
Don Henry, and which were still threatened 
with the most serious calamities by the intrigues 
of the recently subjugated infidels. However, he 
acted with such vigilance and resolution, that 
his treacherous relative was compelled to flee 
into Barbary ; the Moorish kings of Murcia and 
Granada were chastised with exemplar;^ rigour ; 
and several places of importance were taken, and 
re-peopled either with the subjects of the con- 
queror, or with those of his ally, the king of 
Arragon. 

Had the king, at this juncture, resigned his 
pretensions to Germany, he might have re- 
covered his former reputation, restored the gran- 
deur of his crown, and prevented fliose commo- 
tions which, afterward, shook the very basis of 
his authority ; but he persisted in his resolution, 
though the expediency of resignation had been 
forcibly urged both to him, and his competitor 
the earl of Cornwall, and the German princes 
had agreed with the king of Bohemia to pro- 
ceed to a new election. On the eighth of Sep- 
tember, the infant Don Ferdinand espoused, by 
proxy, the princess Blanche at St. Germains en 
LAye, and in the ensuing spring the marriage was 
solemnized, with extraordinary pomp, at Burgos. 
Whilst Alphonso was labouring, by 
W70. ^^^T possible expedient, 'to raise fnoney 
for the accomplishment of his &vourits 
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design, a dangerous con^iracy was formed 
against him by several Xastiiian nobles, who 
soon retired to the king of Granada, and de- 
manded succours from the king of Morocco. 
However, this unhappy afSair was eventually 
compromised, and the mutual preparations for 
hostiliUes were laid aside. 

This storm was no sooner overblown than Al- 
phonso received the disagreeable intelligence that 
Rodolph of Hapsburg was elected emperor of 
Germany, and that this election was sanctioned 
by the pope* After a short deliberation, he re- 
solved to demand an interview with the sovereign 
pontiff who was then at fiaucaire ; and accord* 
ingly set out on his journey, leaving the govern* 
ment of Leon and Castile in the hands of his son 
Ferdinand* This action proved remarkably un- 
forttinate ; for, during the king's absence, the 
Moors received some powerful reinforcements 
from Africa, with which they gained some im- 
portant advantages over the Castilians ; the in- 
fant Ferdinand contracted a fever in the cam- 
paign, which soon put a period to his existence ; 
the archbishop of Toledo and Don Nugnez de 
Lara were slsdn by the infidels ; a|id AJphonso 
was obliged to return without effecting his pur- 
pose relative to the affairs of Germany* 

Upon the arrival of Alphonso in bis ^ - 
own dominions, his second son, Don j^^^^' 
Sancho, who had just concluded a truce 
with the Moors, demanded that he should be de- 
clared heir apparent to the crown, in preference 
to the issue of his eldest brother* This proposal 
was laid before an assembly of the states at Se- 
govia; and granted, without opposition* Howe-* 
ver, the king of France interposed on behalf of 



his daughter's children^ and resented so higbljr 
the conduct of Alphonso that he would immedi- 
ately have had recourse to the sword, had not 
that design been retarded by the interference of 
his nobility. 

The queen of Castile was so deeply mortified 
at the slight whi^ had been put upon the me?- 
ttiory of her eldest soii^'by the late edict, that she 
took the first opportunity of returning to her &r 
ther's court at Arragon ; where also the princess 
Blanche and the two infants sought aa asylum* 
This retreat roused the king's indignation ; and 
Saticho expressed his rage by putting his uncle 
Frederic and Don Simon Reuz de los Came- 
res to death, because those noblemen had been 
privy to the queen's de^gn* After some time, 
however, the quairel in the royal family was 
compromised ; the queen consented to return 
to her royal consort ; the princess Blanche re- 
turned into France; and the two infants re- 
mained under the protection of the king of Ar^ 
ragon* 

^ jj About this time Alphonso waa com- 
' 1277. Polled, by pope Nicholas III. to renew 
the war with tibe infidels : his exertions, 
however, were attended with so little succes% 
that he soon found it expedient to conclude t 
peace with the king of Moit)cco, though his son, 
Don Sancho, insisted upon carrying on hostilities 
against the crown of Granada. 

As his affairs, at this juncture, were in a dis- 
tracted situation, Alphonso convened an assem- 
bly of the states at Seville, where he expatiated 
on the necessity of raising supplies by giving a 
currency to copper ; and observed that he had 
terminated all disputes with the French court, 
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bf promising the kingdom of Murcia to the in« 
£int Don Alonso de la Cerda and his heirs, on 
condition of their paying homage to the kings 
of Castile. The proposed expedient relative to 
copper money was adopted, with little oppo- 
sition ; bat, on this declaration concerning the 
sovereignty of Murcia, J|(ie greatest part of the 
members retired in disgust, and in the ensuing 
spring Don Sancho was solenmly invested with 
the reg|^cy at Valladolid, under the specious 
preten^hat age and infirmities had rendered his 
father incapable of government. His brothers, 
Juan and Pedro, also concurred in this treasona- 
ble measure, and cruelly abandoned their parent 
in his old age. 

< Alphonso hearing of these circumstances, and 
finding himself deserted by the kings of Arra- 
gon, France, and Portugal, demanded assistance 
of the ^Qg of Morocco, who, in a short time, 
landed in Spain and espoused the cause of the 
it>yal sufferer. Don Sancho resolved upon 
opposing force to force, and acted in such an 
undutifiil manner, that his father was induced to 
disinherit him by a solemn act, and to bequeath 
his curse both to him and his adherents : but, 
after several violent struggles, the in&nt pro- 
fessed a lively repentance for his conduct ; and 
Alphonso was persuaded to revoke his maledic- 
tion, a few days prior to his dissolution, which 
ha|)pened on the fourth of April 1284. 

The character of this prince has been variously 
delineated, according to the tempers or preju- 
dices'of those who have undertaken to transmit 
his memoirs to posterity. His contemporaries, 
however, have asserted that he was naturally of 
an open and cheerful disposition^ affable in con« 
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v^rsation, flnajestic in deportment, and passion^ 
fttely addicted to the study of literature* He 
augmented sereral privileges which had been 
graiited to the imiversity of Salamanca ; di« 
TOcted a general collection of the laws, made bj 
htmaelf and his predecessors, to be digested 
under proper titles, for the benefit of h» sub* 
jects ; t^aissed a general histxxy of Spain to be 
compiled in the Casdlian ten^oage ; and wrote 
some treatises, with his own hand, upon the 
subjects of ja^onal phUosopfay, ethics, and as« 
trcdogy* 

The commencement of iDon Sandio'k 

1284. '^S^ ^^'^^ marked by nn invasion of the 
Moors, and some other public disturb- 
ances : but as the new king was known to 
punish with great severity md to reward with 
equal generosity, his domestic troubles were 
soon -suppressed ; and such active measures were 
taken against the enemy, that their kkng Aben 
loseph was compelled to conclude a peace upon 
very disadvantageous terms. 

Early in the ensuing 3near, Sancho sent for his 
young son Ferdinand (whom he had by Donna 
Maria, the daughter of his great unde) to be 
aolemaly acknowledged heir appaicsit to the 
throne of Gastik and Ijcon. About the same 
time, he took an oppoitunity of regulating the 
affairs of Galicia ; andtaf «BactiBg>several new 
laws, with the approbation of an assemhly of ^bt 
tCfttesi, whidi'lnd been convened, by his orders, 
in the city of Pakncial 

As the king's marriage with Donna ft&ria 
had excited the anger of ^die pq^, and as the 
idngdom of Castile hsd been teg^tistraoted by 
fiK^doBs^Jo the intrigaca that now iiroke out 
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maaag the courtiers were attended with rery fa* 
]bd coQseqiieDGes* Don Lopez de Haro made 89 
ill anuse of hisaccumuhted titkfij^postsy and r&> 
venues, that he became odious to the majority q{ 
the people i Alvaro de Lara retired into Portu- 
gal, for the express purpose of ramng forces 
against his aorereigB ; and the infimts. Don Juan 
^nd Alonso^ de la Cerda took every opportunity 
pf ravaging the Castilian domiwons* These 
drcuiQStancea involved the king in g^at per* 
plexity : yet he imported himself with extnunv 
dinary firmnessy and his exertions were crowned 
with considcTable success, till> at length, he had 
the satis&etion to witness the death of I^pez de 
Haro, the arrest of Don Juan, and the defeat of 
Aionso de la Orda* 

Early in the spring of 1!290, the kings of 
France and Castile had an interview at Bajonne^ 
where it was i^reed that tlie infanta de la Cerda 
should possess the kingdom aS Murcia, on coni> 
ditioaaf doing hom^Qe for it to the kii^; of Cas* 
tile ; that Philip should use his interest with th^ 
pope for the confirmation of Sancha's marriage ; 
and that both pnnces should make war upon the 
kkig of Arvagoo, who. had assisted the malecoo^ 
tents in the .late disturbances* However, on the 
accession of James to Uie throne of ArragQii> 
the ancient treaty between the kingdoms was 
renewed i a new treaty was concluded with the 
king; of Granada i and Uie tio^ ^ Aben Jor 
seph were defeated with: |apdigiou& loss both by 
aea and land. 

Notwithstanding^ th« unmerited eta- a li 
mtmy winch the i^fent Don Juaal)»d i^^^' 
j>eGeiv6d firom the lungf he soon entered 
j^o fi^h intrigues, ai^ actually offered to assl&t 
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Aben Joseph in the reduction of Teresa, which 
his brother had lately wrested from the infidels. 
His proposal was cheerfully accepted, and, with 
the assistance of five thousand Moorish cavaliy 
and a suitable number of infantry, he formed the 
siege of Teresa* Upon this occasion he com* 
mitted an act of unmanly cruelty which has 
stamped eternal in&my upon his name ; for, on 
hearing that the governor of the city had a little 
son at nurse in a neighbouring village, he con- 
trived to get the child into his possession, and 
publicly threatened to cut his throat, unless the 
place was immediately surrendered. This base 
declaration occasioning much disturbance among 
the garrison, Alonzo Perez de Gi&zman came 
upon the walls, and heard Don Juan repeat his 
threats. Don Alonso immediately drew his 
sword and threw it to the in&nt, saying, " If 
you, who are a prince by birth, and a Christian 
by education, dare to perpetrate so execrable a 
crime, know that I dare both to keep the town 
and to furnish you wth a weapon." This spi- 
rited address excited the admiration of all the 
troops, both Moors and Christians ; but it had 
no effect upon the obdurate Don Juan : for he 
immediately took up the sword, and sacrificed the 
helpless babe to his blind vengeance. The length 
of the siege gave the king an opportunity of 
marching to its relief : upon which the Moors 
returned to Morocco, and Don Juan took i^ftige 
with the king of Granada. 

-J The king, Don Sancho, finding that 
^* his health declined rapidly, resolved to 
take the speediest method of arranging 
his concerns, previously to his expected dissolu- 
tion. Accordingly he convened several of his 



■obles abd prdales^ and itmAi a irin> bf whicli 
he appcMbted the queen^ regent and tQtoi«$8 of 
the ini&Bt DcttFerduiaQd) to whom all who were 
present took an oath o£ fidelitjr. He afterwards 
removed to Toledc^ where he died in the eleventh 
jrear of hi&reign, leariiig behiftd him three aoD«, 
Ferdinand, Pedxtn and PhiHp ; and two dau^ 
ters, Efixdbeth and Beatrix. 

FerdiQaiid IV. waa aolemnljr inau- 
f^urated in tiiie cathedral church of To* ^* ^' 
ledo) immediately^ after the perfemiaiice 
of his father's obsequies ; and Dontm Maria, 
the queen dowager, assumed the regency during 
his minority : but, though every possible pre- 
caution was taken lor the preservation of trao- 
qoiltity, the court was soon involved in per- 
plexities, and the minds of the populace were 
considerably agitated by the pretensions of Don 
Juan and Alomo de la Cerda to the Ca&tiUan 
diadem ; the rebelfion of several power&l lordi^; 
•a formidsyble invasiOQ conducted by the kings 
of Armgoo, France, Portugal, and Granada; 
and the load' demands of Henry, uncle to the 
deceased kin|^, fix the regency* 

Im this alarming posture ctf af&irs, the queen 
Beaolved to make every reasonable concesuon^ 
joid actually resigned the government of the 
kingdom to Don Henry, on condition of her 
-retaining the care of her aon's person and edu- 
cation. She alao persuaded Ik>n Juan to lay 
aside his ill-fouaded preienaons, and lured the 
disaffected nobies back to their aUegiance* 
' The national prospect was now tokndbly se- 
•Mne, as the queen had restored tranquillity 
among the Castilians, and tint numerous armies 
9t iitvadcBS had acfaieve<| nothing jofiipport- 
T 2 
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mice : but fresh disorders were soan excited by a 
Tesdess &ction ; Don Jilan, with his intriguing 
adherents, again renounced their allegiance ; th^ 
ungrateful rebel was proclaimed king at Leoniy 
whilst a similar ceremony was performed for 
Alonso de la Cerda at Sahagun ; Taufa was in^- 
yested by the king of Granada ; and all things 
seemed to conspire agidnst the existence of the 
present Castilian government* At length, how- 
ever, the Moors were compelled to retire into 
their own dominions ; an amicable treaty was 
concluded between Ferdinand and the king of 
Portugal ;' and the attention of the Castiliana 
was agreeably engaged by a treaty of marriage 
between king Ferdinand and the in&nta, Don- 
na Constantia, of Portugal, and between Alphon- 
so, prince of Portugal, and the in&nta Donna 
Beatrix, of Castile* 
.j^ Conscious of- his inability to wrest 
j^Q^ the sceptre from Ferdimuid's hands, 
and vexed at the ill success oi the coo- 
federates, Don Juan renounced his empty title 
of ^^ King of Leon and Galicia," and swone to 
the established succesdon in an assembly of the 
states. But he still kept up a private corre- 
spondence with the king of Arragon, and car- 
ried on his intrigues vrith such inde&tigaUe 
perseverance, that he even beguiled the young 
monarch, and persuaded him to leave his mo- 
ther. Ferdinand, however, soon perceived the 
impropriety of liis conduct, and his seducer's 
scheme was happily rendered abortive. 

Shortly after this occurrence, Ferdinand so- 
lemnized his marriage with the in&nta of Por- 
tugal ; and the infimt Don Henry died without 
issuei 9^er rendering himself obnoxious to tho 
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greatest part of the nation by the absurdity of hia 
private and public conduct. His estates were all 
seizediiy the king, and so little respect was paid 
to his memory, that even the rights of s^nilture 
were neglected till the queen generously inter- 
fered, and expressed an intention of following 
his remsuns to the tomb. ^ Let his funeral,^' 
ssdd this magnanimous princess, ^ be suitable to 
his rank, for we ought to remember his birth 
and forget his faults." 

After the war had continued for some time, 
with various success, between the crowns of 
Castile and Artagon, some overtures for peace 
were made by the latter, and a treaty was con- 
cluded at CamptUo, by which the Castilian mo- 
narch made some considerable concessions to his 
opponent. The people, however, were, in all 
probability, anxious for peace, aikl these were 
the best terms that could then be obtained* 
About the same time Ferdinand referred the pre- 
tensions of the in&nta de la Cerda to the kings 
of Arragon and Portugal, who determined that 
Don Alonso should have Albade, Tormes, Bejar, 
Valdecameja, and several other places, the re- 
venue of which was computed at four hundred 
thousand marvadies ; and that Don Ferdinand 
should enjoy the revenue of an in&nt of Spain, 
on condition that both the princes should pay 
homage to the king for their respective posses- 
sions. 

After some severe conflicts with Don . _. 
Juan de Lara, a nobleman of high rank i^n', 
and consummate policy, the king re- '. 
solved to renew the war against the Moors, and 
urged the expediency of that measure with such 
success^ that the states of Valladolid consented 



to d»in!y the vrhole expience bf the camiMiigii, 
Acaordiiigly, a numerous anaay was assembkd, 
by the in&nt Don Ped]t>> on the fitwtiers of Aib 
^uaay and the city 6£ Akaudeta was quicUf 
invested. Upon tiie arriTal of the fcin§^ at thw 
pila€e> he reodved hdormajtio^ that two persooB 
of the liame of Carvajal were in cnstody, and 
stood charged with the murder of Don Juan 
Alonso de Benarides.. He immediately ordered 
the prisoners to be thrown from the summit <^a 
Bocl^ without any form of trials though they 
jossored him in the most pathetic manner of 
thdr innocence^ and even c^red to give the 
most irrefragable proo& When this inhuman 
sentence was about to be executed^ the su£ferers 
summoned Ferdinand to answer for his injustice, 
unthin thirty days, at the tribunal of God* 
Some days after, the king was seized with an in- 
disposition, and expired on the last day of that 
period. 
^ j^ The sudden death of Ferdinand io- 
1312. solved the naticm in fresh commotions, 
and excited many disputes respecting the 
regency and the tutelage of the young king, AI- 
phonso, who was at this time only three years of 
age. At length, however, the two infants, Pe- 
dro and Juan, were declared regents with equal 
power ; and the care of Alphonso's education 
Was committed to his grandmother, Donna Ma- 
ria, Who superintended it, in the most laudable 
manner, for about nine years, and then died as 
she had Uved with sentiments of una£fected pie- 
ty, though her last moments were rather eml^t- 
'teied by the contemplation of the numerous in- 
trigues and dangers to which her beloved pupU 
WiDuld be exposed* 
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Alphonso assumed the reins of govern- . -. 
ment at the age of fifteen, and exhibited ^1^ 
an equal share of judgment and dexteri- 
ty in the arrangement of his affairs* Such <^ 
the nobles as were too headstrong, or too ambi- 
tious to stoop to his authority, were put to death ; 
but, though their infidelity merited punishment, 
the king rendered himself obnoxious by employ- 
ing assassins rather than officers of justice to ex- 
ecute his vengeance. 

After several disturbances had been ^ jy 
quieted in various parts of the kingdom, jLj' 
Alphonso took the field against the 
Moors, and made himself master of Olbera and 
some other places, while the admiral of Castile 
gained a complete naval victory over a strong 
squadron which had been, recently, sent out 
from Barbary. About this time Don Juan Eman- 
uel renounced his allegiance, and prevailed on 
the king of Arragon to espouse his quarrel ; in 
consequence of which, the Castilians were over- 
whelmed with unparalleled calamities, and some 
of their richest blood was wantonly shed by the 
daggers of assassins, and the sword of the ex- 
ecutioner. 

In the spring of 1329, Alphonso, ha^ng es- 
poused Donna Maria, in&nta of Portugal, and 
concluded a necessary peace with the king of 
Arragon, made some considerable concessions 
in order to bring back Don Juan Emanuel to his 
allegiance, opened anew campaign against the 
infidels, and made himself master of Tebe, to- 
gether with sievcral little towns and castles in 
the vicinity. 

Upon his return to Seville he engaged in an 
amour with Leonora de Guzman) a lady of high 



quality md great endowments of imnd> by whom 
be had a numerous is^ie^ and on w&om he bk> 
vished his whole afiectkxa while his lawful wi& 
was sc&Hx:ely treated with decent res^>ect. Some 
tittle after Uie qommencem^it of this amour^ the 
]dng received Don Alonso de la Cerda into &r 
your ; instituted a new order of knighthood, cal* 
led the Order of the Band ; and concluded a truce 
with the Moors, who had distressed his subjects 
beyond measure, and made themselves masters 
of the important fortress of Gibraltar* 

In the summer of 1335 the CastiUan tifoops 
were called into action by an unprovoked irrui^ 
tton (rf Henry de Solis, viceroy of Navarre ; and 
the king was threatened with the direst calami- 
ties by the new intrigues of Don Juan Emanuel 
and Don Juan de Lara i but the invader was soon 
repulsed with great slaughter, and the iwo trai- 
tors were first proscribed in an assembly of the 
states, and afterwards p^-suaded to elude de»- 
truclioii by making due submis^on to their inr 
JMMd sovereign. 

^ jy AJM Assan, king of Morocco, hearing 
233^' that his s«^ Abul Matic, h^ &llen ia 
an encounter with the Castiliaus, assemr 
bled a nmneious fleet and army in onkr to re- 
venge his death, and commenced hostilities with 
a degree of fury expressive of imj^acable res^t- 
ment. The CastiUan fleet was totally unable 
to result the invaders, and fell a sacrifice in m 
mmqasA conflict; and the city of Tare& was re* 
duced to gpreaJt distress by liie umted exertions 
of the kings oi Morocco and Greoiada* At 
length, however, the king of Portugal atwrched 
lo lud son-in-law's assistance ; the king of Arra- 
gon sent a fleets fcr the same ptufose^ under tfa» 



hamxxaaad af Don i^iiio. de Mdiicado ; and a 
tattle ensoedvin *\vlikh the Modrish pri^ 
dented with the loss of two hummed thousand 
mem 

Notwitl^taiidtiig hU ill fiuccess m this 
campaign, the king of Morocco still per* ^ 'z* 
sisted in his sanguincoy intenttoas, and 
seemed determined to return once more into 
Spsdn* H^^npon Al{^<»iso formed the impor- 
tant project cf redudng Algeriza, and, though 
every possible exertion was made against him by* 
the enemy, it was at length surrendered, by the 
kings of Morocco and Granada, and the Casti* 
lian banner was ^^ayed upon the walls, to the 
bnniorttd honour of iiM warlike prince and his 
faithful nobles. 

The peace whkh followed this memorable 
expldit proved to be of short duratilen ; and the 
military order of Alphonso prompted Mm ia 
undertime the recovery of Gifyndtar, which had 
been unfortunately lost during his minority. 
This project, having been approved in an assem* 
Uy of the states, was imme(fiately put in eacecur* 
^on, and the atege was contmued for twelve 
months with unremitting assiduity on the partpf 
the Cas^ians, whSst the king of Morocco was 
prevented, by spme domesdc commotions, from 
ffttempdng any thing for its rdlief* But at the 
very juncture when ^e garrison be^n to think 
«f -cs^tulating, a plague broke out in the Chris* 
dan «amp, and AlplMmso fsU a sacrifice to its 
fuf y on the 96th of March, 1 349, in the thirty- 
seventh 3Fear of his eeign. 

The Castilian diadem now devolved 
t^pwa Don PediOy ^le only surviving «on ^ ??' 
of Alphonso apd the queen* This prince, 
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lunate bride was sentenced first to solitaiy im- 
prisonment, and afterward to death* 

These violent proceedings excited the mur- 
murs of the people ; and even the queen mother, 
with several of the prime nobility, were so exas- 
perated at his repeated cruelties that they deter- 
mined to renounce their allegiance, and fortified 
themselves in the city of Torro. Pedro, how- 
ever, took such active measures, and invested the 
place so quickly, that they were soon compelled 
to surrender, and such a number of victims were 
sacrificed to the king's resentment, that the queen 
dowager feinted at the horrid spectacle, and was 
removed to the palace in a state of insensibility* 

Shortly after the reduction of Torro, a ^ jj 
war broke out between the crowns of Cas- '^^l 
tile and Arragon ; and, though Pedro 
gained some considerable advantages in the first 
campaign, his measures were, in a great measure 
frustrated by his own imiMudence* The rebel- 
lion of Don Juan de la Cerda, and Alvaro Perez 
de Guzman, seems to have inflamed his resent- 
ment, at this time, to a pitch of ungovernable 
fiiry ; and he was so extremely irritated at the 
escape of some prisoners whom he had marked 
out for destruction, that he actually glutted his 
revenge with the blood of his own brother Don 
Frederic, and of his cousin Don Juan de Arra- 
gon, each of whom was inhumanly butchered 
in the royal apartments* In the following year 
he caused his aunt, Donna Leonora, to be put to 
death ; ordered the widow of Don Juan, infiint 
of Arragon, to be taken off by poison ; and or- 
dered a priest to be burnt alive for having pre- 
sumed to warn him of his approaching &te. 
His treasurer, Samuel Levi, was also butohered 
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lor not other reason than that the king might 
have an opportunitf of appropriating htaim<» 
menee riches to his own use. 

Mohammed Barbarossa, king of Granadai 
having made an Imipticm into the Castiiian teni-> 
tories, Pedro concluded a peace with Arragon. 
in order to revenge this insult ; and prosecuted 
the new war with such vigour, that Mohammed 
soon found it imposuble to resist his arms, and 
pesolyed to elude destruction by a timely subr 
mission* With this intention he went in person 
to Seville, and was received with apparent cordit 
ality : but the superb apparel of his attendants, 
and the report of his own weal,th| had such as 
effect upon the avaricious mind of Pedro, that 
the new vassal vms suddenly proclaimed a trai* 
tor, exposed to puUic derision, and eventually 
massacred, with all his attendants* 
. ^ About this time, died Maria Padilkh 
1361. leaving one son and three daughters to 
the protection of her lov^r* Pedro was 
desirous of legitimating these children, and carv 
ried his design, in an fissembly of the states, by 
asserting that he had espoused their mother pre^ 
viously to his marriage wiUi Donna Blanca. 
Three witnesses were produced in suppcMrt of 
this declaration ; and Don Alphonso was acir 
knowledged heir to the crown : but that prince 
was soon summoned away by the angel of deaths 
and the king was so deeply afiSicted at his lossi 
•that he settled all his affiurs under the apprekeft- 
uon of felling a victim to unconquerable griei 
Meanwhile, Henry ^ TransUroare, having 
escaped from the hands of his unnatural brotheo, 
and obtained th^ protection of Charles V. king 
fif France, collected a prodigious number of ad- 
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▼tiiitttfenfoi' the. conquest (^ Castile) under the 
iMnners of Berirand du Gueacliny and Count de 
4aMai€hef whom he appointed heads of the ex^ 
.peditkxu Some £tigtish offioersalso tendered 
their aaantaneet and the king of Armgon enk- 
braced with ardour the soheme of deposing his 
onid enem7« Pedro exerted aU his abilities 
agailist the iHvaderst and carried on hostitities) 
for some time^ with tc^rable success ; but bis 
«ffortB were at length overpoweredi and Heniy 
was sokmnlf plaoed on the throne of Castile* 

Pedro Was tio sooner assured that his rival had ' 
Hloimted the thifonei Chan he ustii^ to Guienne, 
and imtiloi^d the as^tanceof Edward) sumam* 
ed the Black Prince* Edward cheeriully accept- 
ed An ofler which tmght counterbalance the glory 
Ai the French, fend gave his M^^pliant a body of 
troops winch sogb reinstated him in all his dig- 
juties ; but his competitor soon fouad means to 
4«ise new auxiliaries^ and a battle was ibtight, 
in the spring of 1369> between the two brothers, 
which proved fatal to Don Pedro ; for the forces 
of that prince wet*e ^ickly defeatedf sad he was 
dispatched by the incensed victor^ tknd his atten* 
dants* This monster ei cruelty died in the 
thirty ^urth year Of his age, and the nineteenth 
4>f his reign* He left behind him one hundred 
and fifty miUions» in gM and silver, besides an 
immense treasure lu plate and jewels ; and had 
issue by two concubines besides Maria Padilla*. 

Don Henry took immediate possession . ^ 
of his brother'* domit^Hs, though his ^.^g' 
yretensionit Were diq^ited by maiiy of 
Hie CastHian noble% and be was threajtened with 
a formidable invasion by the kings <^ FV»itaga], 
Armgon^ and Granadflu To an ordinary mindi 
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these obstacles might have appeared insuperable: 
but Henry acted with such prudence in the cabi- 
net, and such heroism in the field, that his ene- 
mies were eventually compelled to solicit a peace; 
and he found himself sufficiently poweiful to 
makeaclahn upon the Portuguese diadem in 
right of a princess whom he had married* This 
claim occasioned some hostilities, by which the 
generalityofthepeoplewerenecessarily sufferers: 
but these were soon terminated ; an^ Henry re^ 
tained the Castilian sceptre with great glory for 
ten years. Historians are much divided in their 
opinions of his death, some affirming that he 
fell a victim to a natural disease, and others as- 
serting that he was taken off by poison. 

^ Don Juan succeeded his &ther without 

1379. opposition, and was solemnly crowned, 
with his consort Leonora, in the city c€ 
Burgos. He resembled the deceased prince ex- 
ceedingly in his temper, and exerted himself up- 
on all occasions to protect his subjects in the 
full enjoyment of peace : yet he exhibited great 
courage in repressing the attacks of his enemies, 
and acquired a considerable degree of reputa- 
tion by the prudence and execution of his military 
•designs. On the decease of his first queen he 
espoused the in&nta Donna Beatrix of Por- 
tugal ; and by that marriage acquired a title to 
the dominions of his father-in-law Ferdinand. 

Shortly after the celebration of his second nup- 
tials, the li;ing was informed that liis brother Al- 
phooso had shaken off his allegiance, and forti- 
fied himself in Gijon. Accordingly he hastened 
to invest that place, and soon compelled the trai- 
tor to surrender. About the same time it was 
Agreed^ in an assembly of the states^ that the eta 



tfTCmtr^ irhicli fad been hidMHD UMd, i^iould 
be bid aside fer that of CtnwC* 

Upon tbe twcB^^econd of October^ 13S^ 
Portiigal WM mroiTed in caaSa&km by the d » th 
of FerdtBand) and Don Jmn deteradncidtoaBiest 
has light to tfas citowo by foive f^armss b«t» ait 
ter aevefal sangoiBary caniict% he ^vraa obliged 
to abaoidon fata eoteipnaey ^nd h»own dombnoM 
were, soon alMrwaitb^ Umdad'by John of Gaimt, 
dttke 1^ Lancaster^ This imder^ however^ 
ooBsented to wi^draar hm {MetMisions^ ofi con* 
dtlion that the wixatJkm Henry should espovse 
•ne of the duke's dangfaters; Chat six Imndred 
tbousaad piecea of gM should he |nid for the 
expences of the war 7 that the dnclMSa of Lan-- 
caster shouhl vecem forty thousand franks per 
amiinn ; a»d that U10 heir appaf«it to the crown- 
of Castile ahocdd bew the titk of «< Pmco of 
Aaterias." 

Shortly after the oeaaation of hostil- 
ities, Juan erected a new order of knight- * ' 
hood, whiofalKs^odtfaatof liie^iioly ^^ ' 
Gtost." He ahK> exerted hinmelf aaccessfiiUy 
to obtain the disimssai^ of some Chriatians of 
disttnction fitm the city of Moioccof and 
had the sattifacticm of reeeiviag their gratefot 
neknowkdgnuBntSy enthie imd^toBnrgoa: but,, 
whilst he was atten^ng with great delight, to^ 
•ease oqnestrnn exercisea^ he was nafimunate^ 
ly tlMown by his own hotae, and craahed to 
death. Such was the nn&rtunate end of a nio*< 
namh who was wniv^raaUy odbbratod for hia 
justice and munificence, and who, upon one 
occasion, coffined to resigi^ hia cnmn, under the 
idea that his poople were not sufficaeaily happy 
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Heniy III. bad flcarcelj entered the eleventh 
year of his age, when he succeeded his father on 
the throne of OistUe. The treasury was, at this 
time, burthened with the maintenance of six 
princesses, besides the children of Pedro the 
Cruel ; and the intrigues of the duke de Bena- 
rente were extremely perplexing to the regency. 
Henry, therefore, resolved to assume the ma« 
nagement of af&irs, and, in the thirteenth year 
of his age, espoused the princess Catherine of 
Lancaster, pursuant to the will of his deceased 
parent. He then endeavoured to make some re« 
trenchments in the q>lendid estabfishments of the 
royal &mlly, and, though this measure excited 
great disturbances, he carried his point, and 
compelled the rebellious {Minces and notdes to 
subnut to his authority. He also renewed the 
truce whidi Don Juan had concluded with the 
king of Granada; and effectually suppressed 
some factions which had disturbed the public 
tranquiUity of Murcia. 

pk consequence of the surprisal of Ba- 
2^^' dajos, and a hostile attempt i:^n Albu-. 
' querque^ Don Henry resolved to make, 
war upon Portugal, and made some great pre* 
parations, for that purpose, both by land and 
sea : in the course of a few months, however, he 
was prevailed on to conclude a truce for ten 
years, and turned his arms against the corsairs 
of Barbary, who had long given great annoy* 
ance to the Castilians. In the summer of 1401 
the king received an embassy from Tameriana 
the Great ; and in the following year, his brc^er,t 
Don Ferdinand, instituted a new order of knight^ 
hood, which he called de la Jarra, because the 
device was a jar; or Bow^r-po^ filled with lilies* . 



SVAXW* 33# 

* In the spring of U04, the lung GODvened an 
assembly of the states at Madrid, and caused 
some new laws to be enacted for moderating 
the exorbitant usury which had been hitherto 
taken by the Jews ; and for obliging the concu* 
bines of priests to wear a mark of distincdoQ 
iq>on their head dress. In the course of this year 
he built the royal palace of Madrid, which was 
afterwards destroyed by fire ; the. alcazal of 
Murcia ; and the pleasant country villa called 
Panlo. 

Whilst Henry was employed in adorning and 
prayiding for the security of his dominions, the 
Moors seemed disposed to renew hostilities, and, 
after some time, the king of Granada laid siege 
lo Guesada with an army of four thousand 
hprse, and twenty-five thousand foot. The in« 
vader, however, was repulsed with considerable 
loss, and Don Henry began to entertain a hope 
of subverting the Moorish kingdom ; but whilst 
he was projecting a scheme for the extirpation 
-of the infideb, he died of a slow poison which 
had been either ignorantly or maliciously admin- 
istered by a Jewish physician. His funeral ob- 
sequies were performed with the utmost solem- 
nity, and the generality of his subjects deplored 
him, with tears of real distress, as one of the best 
and most indulgent princes that had ever swayed 
the Castilian sceptre. 

r Don Juan H. was but fourteen months old at 
the time of his fother's death, but he found a ain^ 
cere fiiend in the person of his uncle Ferdinand, 
who indignantly rejected some. base insinuations 
of the nobles, and avowed his intention of sup^ 
porting the interests ,of the young sovereign to 
the utmost of his ability^ 



The Moon ii6pcd n» bave tatai adfantiige 
6f the king's minoffitf, and exerted themadves 
90 vigorotnly thait thejr brcNig^ an smy of eigbo 
QT tiwuftand combatants into tbe field : but Ferdi* 
nand repulsed tbem with great siicoeas, and ihe 
c p mb a ned squadnNis of Tunis asid Tremeceil 
irere imeriy defeated by the Caitiliaiak The 
king of Gmmada, however, continued to lery 
feesh foroes, aad resolved to attempt tiie redoG« 
tion of Akaudeta ; but his army was soon osm- 
pelled to raise the siege, and he solicited a truce 
for eight iiEKintks, which was readiiy granted, and. 
afterwmds extended at the request of his 8QCe»^ 
(Sessor. 

Tewands the cfiise of the year 14 1% Don Fer- 
dinand was elected to fitt the throne of Atragoii) 
^ad immediately repaired to Samgossa, where 
the ceremony of his corona^on was performed 
with due soiemnity* tie met, indeed, with a. 
fermidal^e opposition from the count de Urgel s 
bi:^, by tbe assistance oi some CastiHan fi>7ces) 
he humbled hie competitor's ambition, and ^^ 
tabhshed hunsetf firmly in his new domiaiotts*- 
However, he did not hm^ enjoy his new digmty ; 
for he died on the second of April, 1416, leaving 
the crown to his son Alphonsob By the demise 
of this amiaUe prince the regency of Castile de*^ 
volved solely upon the queen dowager, who made 
choice of a council to assist her in the-adminia* 
timtldo, ai^ continued to instruct her son in the 
best manner thait was possible amidst the cabals 
by which he was sumnmded. This princess 
died on the first of June 1418, and her son, 
tiKmgli onty in his twelfth year, was proclaimed 
of fi;^ age, and married to Dooiia Maria, dai^h* 
ler of the king of Arragon. 



/ 
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Slibitif after he had assumed ^^^ S<^ a n 
vemment, the king fell into the hands ^'' " 
of his cousin, Heniy of Aitagon, who, 
on pretence of providing for his safety, detained 
him prisoner at Tordesillas, till he was liberated 
by Don' Alvarez de Luna, constable of Castile} 
who, afterwards, became his particular favourite 
and adviser. 

The behaviour of Don Henry on this occasion 
inspired the king with the utmost n^, and in* 
4uced him to Uirow the offender into confine- 
^ ment ; the infant Don Juan was also compelled 
to disband his troops ; and the misunderstanding 
rose so high between the crowns of Castile and 
Arragon, that military preparations were made 
on both sides. The commencement of hostilities, 
however, was delayed ; and a treaty was at 
length concluded, by which Don Henry was to 
be set at liberty, and restored to his possessions, 
and the circumstance of his imprisonment was 
to be fc^rgiven by the king of Arragon* 

Scarcely had the two monarchs executed this 
treaty, before the Castilian nobles began to cla- 
mour against Alvaro de Luna, and carried their 
accusations to such a pitch, that the king was 
obliged to banish his favourite from court : yet 
the turbulent k>rds were dissatisfied, and, after 
several violent disputes, the constable was re* 
called by a majority of voices. This occurrence 
was followed by a sanguinary war between the 
crowns of Castile and Arragtm, and some for* 
midable exertions of the Castilian malecontents : 
but the king, Don Jua% was generally victori- 
ous, and eventually obtained a peace upon bxh 
Aourable terms* 
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Anxious to render Knne important ttstnte to 
his coimtry) and to acquis a gpeater degree of 
military rkputation^ Don Juan resolved to turn 
hi« arms upon the infidelsi and took the earliest 
Opportunity of coming to a general engagements 
Acoordingly he appeared, at the head of a nu«- 
atierous anhy, in the {Mns of Granada, and de*' 
feated the enemy, with the loss of thirty thou*- 
flaiid men* In the course 6f the same year, the 
conqueror concluded an advantageous treaty 
with the king of Portugal ; and caused th^ king 
k)f Granada to be dethroned by Joseph Ben Mu<> 
ley, grandson of that unfortunate prince who 
(perished by the tyrannical commknd of Pedro 
^M Cruel* 

After some obstinate conBicts with Don Juan 
de Soto, grand master of Atoi^tara, the in£u>t« 
Henry and Pfedni, ahd other maiecontentft, tht 
kmg renewed hostiltttes against die Moors with 
tolerable socoess ; but thoi^h be triumphed re<- 
peatedly orer tfaete formidable enemies, and con«- 
dUdcd an advsoitageous peace with the kings of 
Arragon add Navarre, his dominions Were li^ 
terslly oonvulsed by &u3tions, and a spirit of re^ 
lieUion seemed to reign predominant among his 
people : fresh clamours were also raised against 
iUraro de Luna ; the queen concurred hi the 
neasures of the rebel chiefs ; the prince of As«> 
turias took up arms against his royal father, and 
iwioemade him prtsosKr ; many of the principal 
nobles were arrested, ptoscribed, and executed ; 
and Don Alvarez, "sdio had never been remiss in 
his duty upon these criticfd oacasions, was e>en- 
Anally abandoned by his patron, and doomed t» 
perish by the hands of a public eiiecutkiner. 



Tbis saerific^ of the graad master of Su logo 
and high eonatabki was accampanied with great 
pomp» i& order to make the stronger impression 
on the spectators. The scaffold «9b erected in 
ooe of the most pubtic places in Valladolid, an4 
upoa a table stood acnicifix^ between two light* 
ed flambeaux. When the sentence of death 
was read to the prisoner, he acknowledged that 
his sins had merited a sererer punishments and 
remmded one of his attendants, that his hat and 
ling, which he presented to him in a most affec- 
tjonate manner, were the last &vours he had to bea^ 
tow* He then questioned the executioner respects 
ing the use of a high pole with an iron hqcdL aft- 
fixed to the top of it, and, on being in&rmed that 
his head was to be ^ceduponit, he easclaimed^ 
^^ You may do as you please with my remains ) 
bv na death can be shameful which is supported 
with eourfige and intfepiditj." After espres»- 
m^ a wish that the prince of Asturias mig^t not 
feUow the example of the reigning monarch, in 
remunerating his old servants, he laid himself 
upon a carpet, and, without the least apparent 
emotion, submitted his throat to the executioi^ 
er's poniard. His head was then severed from 
his body, and exposed to the view <tf the popur 
lace* His remains wew interred at St* Andrew's, 
where criminals were usually buried : but pm^ 
mission was# afterwards, ^^ted to remofo them 
to the church of St. Franeis in Valladolid, and 
from thence to St* Jam«9i's chapel, bdoaging to 
the cathedral of Toledo, which was of Ms own 
foundatipni. ^ 

The king, Don Juan, is said to have express- 
ed much regret at the loss of this minister : for 
he soon fouol that instead of atlendng the cabals 
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of his courtiers by so great a sacrifice, he had 
lessened his own power of curbing their inso* 
lence, and he was eventually induced to keep a 
guard of eight thousand lances about his owh 
person. These circumstances preyed consider- 
ably upon his spirits, and threw him into a fever, 
which put a period to his mortal existence on the 
twenty first of July 1453. 
. jj Henry IV. took possession of the va- 
j^j^[ cant throne, immediately after the per- 
formance of his father's obsequies ; and 
affected, by his behaviour as a sovereign*, to ob- 
literate all recollection of the actions which had 
been perpetrated by the prince of Asturias. He 
liberated some persons of distinction from pri- 
son ; renewed the ancient alliance with the court 
of France ; regulated the treaty of accommo- 
dation which had been begun between his pre- 
decessor and the queen of Arragon ; and con- 
trived to negociate a marriage with Donna Jo- 
anna, in&nta of Portugal, though that princess 
was no stranger to the suspicions which had been 
excited among tlie Spaniards by the dissolution 
of his former marriage with the in&nta of Na- 
varre. 

The spring of 1454 opened with an expedition 
against the Moors ; but nothing was accomplish- 
ed worthy of particular narration. The king 
then resolved on an excursion to the coast cS* 
Barbary, and accomplished his de^gn, though 
not without much difiiculty and danger. Dur- 
ing his absence a confederacy was formed, 
among some of the Castilian lords, to procure a 
reformation in the government, and he had the 
mortification to hear his conduct loudly coI^• 
demned as altogether unworthy the name and 



cfaairacter of a sovereign' prince. However, he 
thought it advisable to adopt lenient measures, 
and promised that all grievances should be re- 
dressed, provided the progress of the war against 
the infidels were not impeded. This declaration 
seemed to produce its desired success ; for the 
stales consented to carry on hostilities against 
the enemies of their religion ; and a dangerous 
rebellion which had been raised^ in Murcia, by 
Don Alonso Fijardo, was happily suppressed. 

Henry, however, was conscious of meriting 
the contempt of his nobles, and laboured to 
shield himself from the effects of their resent- 
ment by raising up hew families to considerable 
posts of honour, supposing that gratitude would 
unquestionably follow such signal marks of 
favour. With this view he made Michael Luc 
his secretary, constable, though the towns which 
he assigned for his revenue refused to acknow- 
ledge ttieir new master ; bestowed the master- 
ship of Alcantara on Gomez de Solis, a gentle- 
man of decayed fortunes ; and Qiade Bernard 
de la Cueva, master of his household. 

The generality of historians have j^ 
agreed that Henry IV. was justly sus- '^^ 
pected of impotence, and his own subjects 
were of opinion, that the infanta Donna Joanna, 
who was bom in the year 1461, was in reality the 
fruit of an illicit commerce between the queen 
and Bernard de la Cueva, the king's chief fa- 
vourite. Henry was extremely anxious to per* 
suade the people mto a contrary belief, and 
caused the in&nta to be solemnly acknowledged 
heiress of the crown ; but many of the nobles 
treated this proceeding with the utmost con- 
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tempt^ and evea called the ycwig ptmc«m9 
<<£eitraoej«9 or the littk Bertrand.^' 

The court of Castile seems to have beeo » 
tbeati^of coDteodoD l^etwee^i the two principal 
&vourites, Bernard de la Cuevaj and the mai>- 
quis de ViUena ; as the king evidently delighted 
in eaxiting them against each other by bestow* 
ing the spoUs of the one upon the other^ accord* 
ing as he withheld or lavished hb koukiess. At 
lengthy however, VUiena triumphed over his 
a»npe)dtor, thotj^h he eadeavouiW to advance 
the interests of Bertxvneja, by advising Heniy 
to bestow his sister, io marriage, on the kiag of 
Portugal. Isabella applied, ^^ that she would Be ver 
marjry without the consent of tbe states of Cas* 
tile 2" upon which ViUena oaitted both her aad 
her brother Alphonso to netine from the court, 
«nd, soon after, gratified his resentment l^ &> 
vourifig a league which had been formed againsi 
his weak .master* 

While the king was onrerwhdoded wiyi coQr 
sternation at the idea of a genecal revolt, the 
confederates caused a spacious th^gitft to be 
erected in the great plain Ihat lies on one side of 
Avila, so that all the multitude r^orting thith^ 
might have a clear vkw and coaatpcehension of 
the whole business* Upon a mt^gmiicent throne, 
in the centre of the stage, sat the figure of X)oa 
Henry with a diadem on his head, a sceptre la 
his hand, and the royal rd^ on his sluxddenb 
After a pause of consideraUe lengtii, a herald 
came forward and nead a declaration containing 
the motives which were accounted sufficient for 
depriving him of the regal dignity* Whilst the 
herald was thus emplc^ed, the archbishop of 
Toledo, the marquis d^ Villena, the ^;i»od mas- 



car of AkAiMMM^ artdtftnse «dler petMHffofdis- 
tmetiMiy strapped tlM^ittMig|« of aO lAe royd oi^ 
iMMiciito, tii4 kicked it wmf tmok the throiKv 
ftdifiiig i&e itio9t obusm ttid eotftamelibus laiK 
(>aage« The infenf Don AlphoAae- \ratf tlMA 
plisictd oflF tfa6 dliiMM. ifMv idl puniUik. nfemii^ 
ty ; aUlte preKitevaiid neblefl i^o were* present 
cMf hdtvnige to hitt; the slsfidftrds weie dls^ 
pteyed ift hi»iuiiie $ t&e Hwnpetis^Miinded ; and 
the plsui of AiVbL resOHoded wi^ exehtmardon* 
of ** Cm^Ib t Castile i Long live the king, Ikm 
Alphon^o of Cftitf le and Leon $" 

Afttif thni' extrayagant ac^ of febeiKoD') the 
archbishop of Toledo proposed HRffehing^ at the 
kend of a Mtnerons army to crash tiie king at 
Saiainaiiea t b«l tke manqvn^de Villenft started 
several c^eetikmo agwnst thiit mollon, and gave 
BOlfee to Uoif Henry tobr upon his gmrd* The 
arehbishop w«s> mnck dlspl^ised at his nephew's. 
SQbseqHen« conduct y kilt V^ena contrived, bf 
a masterHrtreke of pc^ey, to reinstate kimseR' 
in his good opMdn* The king also recovered 
tiie«ikvotR* of the ccMffedeivates) by promising to 
give hi* si«er torDon l^edro de GJron, Viflena'^ 
knstlier \ but whUst the preparations were mak- 
ing Ibr the nuptii^, the intended bridegrooRi 
vras siifninoiied to a AiC^re state^ and Isatiena 
rejoiced ift her delivemnee froiA suck t» uneepnd 
onions 

Notwfthsttfiding tkt death of Giron, the sus- 
pem^on of amis between the king and die maie*^ 
contents continued ; and he was at length re^'e^ 
tablid^ on the throne by the demise of tfie 
jMing AlpAonsOf wWeh^ though extrenteJy sod- 
den does not appear to have been occasioned by 
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This accident was no sooner made pubHc than 
the archbishop of Toledo and the grand master 
of St« James conducted the infanta^ Donna Isa* 
bella, to Avilai and offered, to place the crown 
upon her head ; but she modestly declined their 
proposal, reminding them that, the Castilian dia- 
dem was held &om God by the laws, and observ- 
ing that they would render her a more acceptable 
service by prevailing on the king to declare her 
presumptive heiress of his dominions. This in- 
timation was received with the utmost applause ) 
Henry was informed of his sister's loyal inclina- 
tions ; and the succession was, soon afterward, 
altered in favour of Isabella* 

The maniage of the royal heiress was now 
the chief object of consideration, as upcm that 
must necessarily depend the lustre of the crown 
and the tranquillity of the nation. Don Juan, 
king of Arragon, earnestly dedred to procure 
the princess for his son Don Ferdinand, whom 
he had recently invested with the sovereignty 
of Sicily ; the king of Portugal sent an am- 
bassador to demand the infanta's hand ; a^d a 
umilar proposal andved soon after from the 
jduke of Berry. Isabella quickly fixed her 
choice, and, by the assistance of the archbishop 
of Toledo, was married to the king of Sicily at 
the cathedral of Valladolid. Don Henry was 
highly incensed at this measure, which had 
been taken without his privity ; and expressed 
his resentment, soon after, by issuing out an 
edict which annulled the treaty of accommoda- 
tion with Isabella^ and declared the right of 
. succession to be in the infeoita Donna Joanna. 
By the advice of Villena, that princess was be*^ 
trothed to the duke of Berry, but he died be- 



fcre the ttuptials codd be cel dnatetf r a new 
scheme iras »et on foot for nmvty ht g kef to 
Don Henry, of Arragon ; but thh aha was refl- 
deied abordre, and the mafqtrfo de Villfena 
-went in person to Portwgal with the hope of ef- 
fccthig an union between Beitranqa and the 
sovereign of that kingdom. 

Toward* the close of 14TB a^ temporal^ re- 
concifiation was effected between the king^and 
bis sister, and the king of Stciff was pofiteij 
mvited to Segovia ;. but ViOens soon' mspned 
his master with fresh prejudices, and exerted 
his talents so successfully, diat both the prihcess 
and her husband would have been anreafted^, if 
the former had not found an asylum in the* 
eitadel of Segovia, and the fatter saved hhnself 
by a predpftate retreats 

The marqnfs dc ViHena everted aR hlar do^ 
qoenee to- accompliah hfs diefsign with respect 
to Donnm Joanna, and he, \t length, brought the 
Fbrtuguese monareh* fo promise that he would 
accept the proposal, if he couid arrange afi&nni 
in such a manner as to afford any probabifity ' 
of success. VHIena, however, was soon carried 
efff by a disorder in the throat, and his death 
WSs quickly followed Iff that of his roytti- 
patron. 

Iha Henry h*d boan^ for sonid tine, 
in tt Itoiguishing sMe of health ; and ^ry 
{tie appearance of his approachhlg, dh- 
solution induced his physicians to put tnm ia 
ttind of preparkigp t& leave the wofM. UpoO 
this intimatiCMir cav^nsl Mendoeay tfie count d(r 
Benavcnte, and the young ma^tds dte^Villena^. 
were summoned to court ; where the king con- 
fessed and received the sacrament* On being 
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asked whom he had declared heir ta his domi- 
nions, who were the executors of his will, and 
where he desired to be buried, he replied, that 
Donna Joanna was his sole heiress ; that the 
executors whom he had chosen were cardinal 
Mendoza, the marquis de Villena, and the counts 
of Placentia and Benavente ; andthat he wished 
his remains to be deposited near those of his 
mother, in the convent of Guadalupe. The ex- 
ertion which attended these observations threw 
him into an agony of body, and he expired, 
after a few hours, in the twentieth year of his 
reign. 

Henry IV. sumamcd the Impotent, is said, by 
the Spanish historians, to have been pious and re* 
ligious ; but his behaviour toward his father, his 
indolent disposition, and want of application, ob- 
scured lus good qualities if he reaUy possessed 
any. Though he does not seem to have been cru« 
el by nature, he caused a dreadful effusion of 
blood by his indiscretion ; and it must certainly 
be acknowledged, that if he wished to be a good 
king he made no effort to become sq,. 

Upon the demise of this prince, the crowns of 
Castile and * Arragon were happily united in 
the persons of Ferdinand and Isabella, and all the 

* Arracon, which was first erected into a kingdom by 
Don Sancho the Great in the year 1135, and continuedt 
under a regular succession of princes for the space of three 
hundred and thirty-nine years, was perpetually engaged in 
wars with the inndels, or in disputes with tne crown of 
Oostile, as appears in the precedmg pages. However, it 
mdually acquired importance ; and, at the -time of Fer^ 
dinand*s accession to cne CastiUan dominions, it was very 
considerable in point of territory, commerce, and maritin^c 
power. 
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Christian principalities in Spain fimnd them- 
selves under one sceptre, as will a^;iear in the 
.following chapter. 

CHAPTER HI. 

From the Umon of the Spaniah KingdowM, to the 
AbdkatUm of Charles /• commonly called the Em*' 
fteror Charles V» 

THE news of Don Henry's death ^ ^ 
was no sooner made public than i^*^* 
Don Ferdinand and Donna Isabella w,ere 
proclaimed^ at Segovia, amidst loud acclama^ 
tions ; and the fidelity of their new subjects en- 
abled them to defeat all the designs of their ene* 
mies. The marquis of Villena took every pos* 
sible precaution for the security-of the in&nta Jo- 
anna ; the king <^ Portugal entered Castile at 
the head of an army, and assumed the titles to 
which he pretended in right of his betrodied 
wife ; and the country began to languish under 
the horrors of a, civil war ; but Villena's poUcj 
was eventually confounded, the malecontenta 
were reduced to obedience, and the Portuguese 
. invaders were repulsed with considerable loss. 

In the spring of 1478, Don Ferdinand was 
obliged, in consequence of his father's death, to 
make a tour into his hereditary dominions ; and 
the weight of the Castilian government was en- 
tirely supported, during his absence, by Doima 
Isabella. That princess, however, tacted with 
the utmost prudence and vigilance \ and carried. 
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cm tie 1IW wiA floeh fese^fkm^ tto< U^kiiigfof 
Pbrfugitf Ihoogbt pfoper te purciiase ft peace at 
the expence of his ambition ; mni Ihe ii^mta Joh- 
anna retired into a monastery. 

Ferdinand andlsabeUft weng certainly persons 
of great prudence^ and admirably adapted to go- 
vern those extensive temtorie» which had long 
groaned beneath the ill effects of contending par- 
ties and ^videdpoirers : yet they do not seem to 
htkve ment«d s^ the praises iv4iich have been la- 
vished upon their characters by Spanish histori- 
ans. They did not live like man and wife, biit 
rather lilbr two sotviefeigii' prin^sF in close aNi- 
ance ; ttey seemed to- be united rtither by ^e 
bonds oi interest than tile silken chains* of love^ 
anil tfaef ^wieve frequeirtly jeatotts of eaeh other in 
^ adndtrntrntMn, thoiigh they generrily aeCed 
upon the same pmdpks »d forwarded the sam6 
IMfposes;. 

The first objeet of then* attention, subsequent 
to Idle peace wMt- Pditiiga], was^ the regulatidft 
of the go^nermiiieAtf whidi the late eivfl wars had 
flmMm into (lie most dreadM eonftision. Ra- 
pme, outnigpey and niavier, had' become so com- 
moii in laost parts of die country, that com*" 
Bteite was interrupted^ and even the intercourse 
IsBtween cKstant tewii» wa% 'm a great measure^ 
suspfHidedb^ These efifs* weve therefore sup* 
peessed by the tlnkely interpoAitioBr of the sove- 
Kignsr and tiie 9|»ri§»' ^ tibe CastiBane were 
ilefivad by the iastStiidoii of severaf requiMte and^ 
sdatavy Itows*: but whHet l^iF eathcjic majes' 
ties' were ttius^oBiployed in giving^vigour tx> their 
gofemmieiit aad tranqiiiility to their people, ait 
iotcmfeFate leal led them^ to- introduee an ec*' 
cleuastical tribunal into their dominions, which 



H'as equally disgraceful to human nature^ and in- 
consistent with the mild spirit of Christianity* 
This was the court of inquisition, which was 
authorized, by the Roman pontiff, to decide up- 
on the liberty, fortune, and life of any indivi- 
dual who should be accused of holding heretical 
opinions, or of expressing any contempt for the 
ceremonies of the church, without his being al- 
lowed to offer a defence, or even to be confront- 
ed with his accuser. Two thousand pers(»is are 
said to have suffered death under Torquemada, 
the first inquisitor general ; and a prodigious 
number of Jews and Mahometans quitted the 
country with precipitation in order to elude a si* 
milar i^te« 

The augmenting strength of the Spanish go- 
Temment announced to the Moors their sure 
destruction ; and their catholic majesties made 
formidable preparations for the reduction of Gra* 
nada, which now alone remained of all the Ma* 
hometan possessions in Spain* To this attempt 
they were equally induced by a thirst of i&me 
and an ardent desire of planting the Christian 
iaith in that fertile territory ; a crusade was rea^ 
dily granted by the pope for the accomplishment 
of that desirable project ; and the unliAppy dis- 
sensions which prevailed among the Moors Bsici^ 
litated the design of their formidable enemies* 
perdinand marched into the Moorish dominions 
at the head of a numerous army, and, with the 
assistance of his royal consort, gained some im« 
por^nt advantages : the cities of Malaga, Baza, 
Gu^ix, and Almeria, were successively taken ; 
all. communication with Africa was totally cut 
i»ff i and the city of Granada was invested^ after 
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fitsangujmrjrwflr of seveva^ fcan cgtttMMimcc^ 
bf tbe Chru»tka fcvces^ 
Every rtadcr wiio m posscsTef tli« Itsst senti- 
^ meat of hutnanitf mirai commisierafie thcf sad 
fate of tbt mfortunate Moors, wko wete, at tM» 
jonctapt^ ^stFessedtty » aeapeity of piovisioiM^ 
cro>v4ed together in one city, and besieged bf 
^» army of setenty ihotMaiid men. Cooeeioaa 
of their appro8u:lHi!^ niioy uid rendered frantid 
by despair^ they sometinies asseml^din tumid- 
tiioHS crowds tio implofe the assistaoce oi thaf 
pvofdM, to load their unfbrttsnale king with 
execrafioiia, or to weep in iiufescnbabie aagnkll 
fpfcf tile teitibo of their Micestors ; somedmet 
they rushed out with unbridled fury upon- IM 
&ttTUi^amr at if anguxnt^la meet diedealh which 
Hiey aB eiqiecM t ^^ someHmee' tlief iimK 
into » slupor thfougli mere wisaribese, aod 
aeemed tmmlf tegar^as of tt^ i^« Aftei 
» siege of eight moA^s^ however, the place wm 
euf» M i dc f c d » oa coiiditio» dM l^ inMbiMiei 
ihoiiidyetfeatt poiscasioii' of Iheir hoases and in^ 
iMftiCancesy and eojoy the exercise of f heir n^ 
piohf afid itac the king, Abdsfiy sheold reeeke 
the revemiea of seme fertile territenes is the 
mounfuna of Alpejanos. Thus the hnportanc 
fbrtresa of GranadlE^ af^er having been held by 
the Moor» near seven hundred and eighty years, 
waa again brovgbt under the power of the Chris- 
Ibns^ and the Ixamer of 1^ crose, together with 
the standards of St. lames and Castile^ were tri* 
wmphafttiy displayed en the towera of tiie Al- 
hafnfonu 

After dblflieating the lively distress of the 
Moors dfffi^g the nege of th^ capital^ k is 



tot jiidtioe toftmdxk 4hat FerikMd and Isa^ 
j^Ha freqjue&dy employed indulgeiice, cltmeacj^ 
ftnd perouasioQ) io -fiicUitate their desigufi ? that 
liiey readilf permitted anf penBons to «einoiir 
iftto the Chmtidn fitates, or to retire to Africa ; 
and that they puakfaed with the aiostexem- 
plury severity two Spamsh cq>taiaB who had 
musdered wme of the ififidds oomraitted to 
their care* 

The Mahometans 1^ Ceanada were, for some 
time) allowsed the fon enjoyment of thetcandent 
worship, though they were eventnaJly aosnpelled 
to albjure itin- to qitit -the c<Hintry ; faui the iem 
were perseoited with gneat seventy immediately 
after the reductiofi of the city ; and -near eight 
hundred thousand indtvidoals <ti that nation 
were driven into banishment at the expimtion 
i^ fib: months. About this time, Christopher 
Columbus coQchided a contract with Domia 
{sab^a for the discovery of new cem^rie^ 
which he aocomplished with so much honour 
U) himself add ad^mtage to the crown of Cas* 
tile ; and the counties of Ceedag^ and Romii- 
lon were restored by Charifis VIIL of France 
ptreviously to his expedition against Italy. JTheir 
catholic majesdes like wise concluded anaHianoe 
with the emperor MaximiHan, and a treaty of 
mamage between their daughter Joanna and his 
lM>n Philip, archduke of Austria, and sovereign 
of the Netherlands* In the £>Uowing year, the 
princess Margaret of Austria arrived in Spain, 
and bestowed her hand on the prince of A&- 
turias ; and Donna Isabella, who had passed 
her time, during her widowhood, in acts of de« 
motion, was prevailed on to e^)ouse the king 
of Portugal* Both these mamages, howe^eis 
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proved unfortunate ; for the prince of Asturias 
died, in a few months, at Salamanca ; and the 
queen of Portugal expired likewise, after ^ving 
birth to a prince who was named Don Michael, 
and acknowledged heir to the dominions of his 
father, and the king of Spain* 

In the autumn of 1499, the archbi- 
1490. shops of Toledo and Granada were 
ordered to attempt the conversion of 
the Moorish families resident in Granada, or 
to compel them to retire into Africa, as they 
had been recently accused of holding a private 
correspondence with their countrymen, and of 
inviting them to make a descent upon the Spa- 
nish coast* The primate seems to have de- 
feated his own intentions by the hastiness of 
his temper ; but the bishop of Granada applied 
himself with unwearied assiduity to the dis- 
charge of his duty, and made a considerable im- 
pression on several of the most intelligent 
among the Mahometans* By the persuasions 
of this prelate and the interference of the civil 
pow^r, the people were induced to profess a 
conversion to the faith of their conquerors ; and 
pn the 18th of December, their principal mosque 
was consecrated for the performance of Chris- 
tian worship. However, the insincerity of the 
new converts was soon manifested by a general 
insun'ection ; and Don Ferdinand was obliged 
to raise a numerous army in order to reduce 
them to obedience. Another revolt took place ' 
in the Alpujarros, but the rebels were quickly 
subdued, and consented to pay ten pistoles 
a &mily on condition of being permitted to re- 
tire into Barbary* Shortly after these occur- 
ences, the archduke Philip, and his consort 
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loanna, artived in Spain, and were acknow- 
ledged the legal successors to the crowns of 
Castile and Arragon. 

Upon the first intelligence of a rupture be- 
tween the emperor and the court of France, the 
archduke resolved upon returning into his own 
dominions, notwidistanding the remonstrances 
of the king^ and the earnest entreaties of his 
princess. He, accordingly, set out from Ma- 
drid on the 1 9th of December, and gave a fresh 
causes of ofience to his &ther-in-law, by con- 
cluding a treaty with the king of France. On 
the loth of March, Donna Joanna was de* 
livered of a son, who was baptized by the name 
of Ferdinand ; bi;t the consequences of her de- 
livery deranged her mind r and this circum* 
stance hurried the queen, Isabella, to her grave* 
By her will she left the crown of Castile to her 
daughter Joanna, and after her to her grandson 
Charles ; and the guardianship of the kingdom 
to king Ferdinand until Charles should come 
of age. 

As soon as a scaffold could be erect* . j^ 
cd in the Medina del Campo, the king ^'^ 
caused his daughter to-be proclaimed 
with the usual solemnitiesTyet great jealousies 
began to arise between him and the archduke ; 
insomuch that the latter disputed the queen's 
willjas a mere forgery, and openly avowed his 
intention of maintaining his right to govern 
^thout an associate. Ferdinand, however^ 
acted with great prudence^ and was admow- 
ledged administrator, with very trifling oppo- 
sition. 

On the 10th of January, the archduke and 
Donna Joanna embarked for Spain ; but, being; 

Vol, XV. Y 
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driven by stress of weather into an English' 
port, Henry VII. would not permit them to 
resume their voyage till they had an interview ' 
at Windsor. Some authors have supposed that 
Philip's stay in England was protracted against 
his will ; but he was certwnly treated with all 
possible respect, and entered into a close alliance 
, with the British monarch. On his return to 
Spain, he required his father-in-law to abdicate 
the rcgency ; and Ferdinand, after several con- 
ferences, consented to retire into his ovm do- 
minions. But the CasUlians had ample dause 
to regret this change of the administration, and 
on the death of* Philip, which happened on the 
S5th of September 1506, the principal nobility 
determined to recal the king of Arragon. 
There were, indeed, many persons in Castile, 
ftt this period, who refused to submit to Fer- 
dinand's authority, and clamoured for the inter- 
ference of Maximilian: but these were eventually 
silenced by spirited measures ; and a successful 
expedition against the city of Oran, in Africa) 
added fresh lustre to the regent's fame. 

Upon this, and several other occasions, Fer- 
dinand received much important service from 
cardinal Ximenes, who united in his character 
some uncommon qualities, and who employed 
the revenues of his benefice in augmenting the 
glory of his country. He raised himself to the 
archbishopric of Toledo by his extraordinary 
meriti and his actions, both of a public and 
private nature, were highly creditable |o the 

* The death of Philip completed the mental deraage«> 
ment of his unfortunate wife, and rendered it indispen- 
sably necessary that Ferdinand should resume the admi< 
nisv'ataon. 



ecclesiastical profession* A singular anecdote is^ 
related of this amiable man* Having paid a visit 
to the place of his nativity, he surprised a female 
relation, who was not very opulent, in the act of 
preparing bread for her family* The woman 
felt embarraissed at the entrance of her noble vi- 
^sitor, and attempted to retire in order to change 
her apparel : but the good cardinal stopped her 
and said, " Your dress and employment are ex- 
tremely becoming* I therefore desire that you 
will give yourself no trouble about any thing but 
your bread, and take care that it does not bum." 
He always expressed the warmest gratitude to 
God for his good fortune, and exerted himself^ 
upon all occasions, to alleviate the sorrows or to 
supply the wants of his indigent countrymen i 
and Spain was indebted to him for several estab- 
lishments worthy of royal magnificence* 

About the close of the year 1511, Ferdinand 
sent the duke of Alva, with a small army, to de- 
mand a passage through the king of Navarre's 
territcHies into France ; and, on Sie rejection of 
his request, made himself master of Pampeluna 
and the greatest part of the kingdom* The 
French made some vigorous attempts to recover 
it, but they were soon repulsed with considerable 
loss, and the duke of Alva completed a conquest, 
which added great lustre to the Spanish crown, 
and augmented the &me of Ferdinand's admira- 
ble policy* 

In the ensuing spring, his catholic majesty 
fell into a languishing habit of body, and a deep 
melancholy settled upon his mind, which admit* 
ted of no diversion, and baffled all the skill of the 
most able phyucians* However^ he attended 
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liegulariy to the affairs of govemniclbtt aiid fook 
every possible precaution to preserve the tran-> 
quillity of his people, till the 2 2d of January 
1516, when he expired, in the sixty-fourth year 
of his age, and the forty-second of his reign* 
By his last will, Donna Joanna was declared sole 
heiress of all his dominions, or, failing her, his 
grandson Don Carlos. He left the in&nt Don 
Ferdinand a revenue of fiflty thousand ducats ; 
and bequeathed an annual pension of thirty thoQ>- 
sand florins to his queen Germana* The regen<» 
cy of Castile was entrusted to the hands of car- 
dinal Xinienes ; and that of Arragon was vested 
in the archbishc^ of Saragossa. The royal corpse 
was interred, near that of Isabella,, in the city of 
f^ranada ; and the public loss was lamented with 
marks of universal and unfeigned sorrow. The 
enemies of Ferdinand have endeavoured to black- 
en his character with several base imputations ; 
but, upon an impartial review of his conduct^ 
it appears that he veas one of the wisest and most 
illustrious princes that ever enjoyed sovereign 
power. 

As soon as the last mournful duties had been 
paid to the deceased monarch, a letter arrived 
from Brussels^ in which the archduke confirmed 
Ximenes in the regency, and expressed his in- 
tention of assuming the regal title. According* 
ly the royal standard was disj^ayed in the name 
of Charles the First, and the council unanimous* 
iy expressed their approbation of a measure 
which they could not haVe opposed with any pro- 
bability of success. 

Some of the Castilian nobles, however, weri 
displeased with the regent's conduct^andsent ade* 



putation to demand a sight of the powers by which 
he acted. Ximenes readily consented to gratify 
their request, and, at an aj^inted time, showed 
them a corpse of two thousand veteran troops 
drawn up, with their artillery, before the palace. 
" These," scdd he, ''-are the powers with which 
I shall govern Spain till the arrival of my sove- 
reign." The malecontents were astonished at 
this unexpected spectacle, and withdrew in si- 
lence. 

As the government of Ferdinand had throwft- 
a considerable weight of property into the hands 
of the commonalty, Ximenes granted commis-- 
sions of array, and by this stroke of policy crem- 
ated a standing army of thirty thousand men, 
who were willing to serve upon any emergency 
without any pecuniary remuneration. About the 
same time, the dethroned king of Navarre was- 
^efeated in an attempt for the recovery of his> 
dominions ; and the famous corsair Barbarossa 
took possession of Algiers. 

Ximenes continued the discharge of his im- 
portant dutte» with equal firmness and modera-- 
tion, till he was apprised of the king's anivahat 
Su^ Anderb : but his administration does not 
seem to have ^ven untvereal satisfaction ; for* 
whilst he was hastening to meet his royal mas« 
ter, his viands were poisoned, and he expired on 
the 8th of November 1517, after devoting the 
greatest part of his life to the encouragement 
of literature, the alleviation of distress, and the 
general benefit of his country* One instance of 
his amiable generosity is too interesting to^ be 
passed over in silence. Being shown a remark- 
ably fine jewel, and urged to purchase it, he 
observed, " This jewel is extremely pretty, and^ 
Y3 



loay prdbably be worlh the moAey ; but as the 
army has been just disbanded, I can with the 
value of this jewel send two hundred indigent 
soldiers to their families^ each with a piece of 
jg;old in his pocket.^' He wrote several Uiedogi* 
cal treatises ; expended pxx)digioU9sufns in prinb- 
ing the Complutensian edilton of the holy scrip- 
tures, the Mozarabic liturgy, and the works of 
Tostatus ; and settled an annual revenue of four- 
teen thousand ducats upon his university of Al- 
cala. In short, bifr life was truly honourable, 
and the retrospect of his conduct aiforded him 
indescribable satisfaction at the awful moment 
of dissolution* 

j^ In the month of January, an assembly 
1518. ^^ ^^^ states was convened at Valladolid, 
where, after some warm debates, they 
took the usual oath to their new sovereign, and 
granted him a free subsidy of six hundred thou- 
sand ducats, on condition of his promising to ob- 
serve some popular laws which had been passed 
during the reign of his {H^ecessor. Similar 
measures were soon after taken at Saragossa, and 
the queen Germana made a voluntary cessioA of 
her rights to the kingdom of Navarre, in favour 
of his catholic majesty* This year also the Spa- 
niards triumphed over the corsair Barbarossa ^ 
and Charles was elected king of the Romans* . 
Early in the ensuing spring, the king took a 
journey to Catalonia, where he appeased the dis- 
content of the principal inhabitants, and acquired 
some degree of popularity* Here also he re- 
ceived intelligence of the death of his grandfii- 
ther Maximilian, and of hi^ own election to the 
imperial dignity* 
The pleasure resulting &om Jthis augmenta^ 



tion of power, and a triumph o^er his * cocupo- 
titor Francis, was considerably aUayed by the 
spirit of disaffection which broke out, about this 
time, in Tarious parts of ^»ain» The city of Va- 
lencia was at once (fistracted by rebeUion, and 
^populated by a raging pestilence ; the states 
were thrown into complete confusion by being 
convened in an extraordinary manner; and all 
ranks of people were overwhelmed with conster- 
nation when their sovereign proposed leaving 
them, in order to take possession of his new do- 
minions. Charles, however, effected all his de- 
signs, either by persuasi<»is or menaces, and ob- 
tained a subsidy of two hundred millions of mara- 
vedies, notwithstanding the sjnrited oppomtion of 
Toledo, Salamanca, and several other cities. He 
then invested cardinal Adrian with the regency of 
his dominions ; and embarked, with a numerous 
train of attendants, for England, where he contriv- 
ed to give Henry VIII. some very favourable im- 
pressions of his character and intentioRs; and also 
to fix cardinal Wolsey in his interests by some 
magnificent {M^sents imd more interesting pro- 
mises. 

Charles had scarcely left his Spanish 
dominions, before the embers of discon- j * ^' 
tent bnrst out into a general flame, and 
most of the great cities in Castile threw off their 
allegiance* Don Juan Padilla, at the request of 
his wife Maria Pacheco, put himself at the head 
of the malecontents, and made himself master of 
Tordesillas, on pretence of providing for the se- 
curity of the queen- These proceedings occa- 
sioned such universal consternation, that the royal 

♦ Francis I. had declared himself a candidate for the 
empire ; and his pretenaona.were asdited by many pewtf •-> 
hil and elcKjuent partiiaoii 
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couDcil deemed it expedient to disperse as hat 
as possible, and the regent returned, with some 
difficulty, from the exasperated inhabitants c^ 
Valladolid* At length, however, a formidable 
body of troops was rais^ by the cardinal and his 
colleagues, and the rebels were defeated with 
pro(tigious slaughter. Similar commotions ex- 
isted, about the same time, in Yalenda, and 
Majorca : Fontarabia^ in the bay of Biscay, fi^ 
into the hands of the French ; and Italy was ra- 
TS^;ed by a sanguinary war between the emperor 
and Francis L 

Upon the death of Leo X* and the election of 
Adrian, cardinal bishop of Tortosa, to the papal 
throne, the emperor resolved to return into Spain, 
and, accordingly, crossed over from Calais to 
port St. Andero, whence he proceeded to Valen- 
cia and Valladolid. After reposing himself a few 
days, and paying a visit to his unfortunate mother, 
he caused a magnificent theatre to be erected in 
the square of Valladolid, and published a general 
pardon, with some few exceptions, for all recent 
offences. When the council observed that too 
many rebels were spared, he replied, " Enough 
of blood has been shed ; and when a man inform- 
ed him of the retreat of a powerful malecontent, 
he answeredy " You would have done better to let 
this gentleman know that I am here, than to tell 
me where he is." This clemency of the emperor 
produced the happiest effect on the minds of the 
people, and Castile began to smile under the be- 
nign influence of returning tranqiuUity. Some 
time after this transaction, Charles went in per- 
son into th^e kingdom of Navarre, and used 
his utmost endeavours to persuade the piince of 
Orange to make an irruption into France. This 
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year, akb, Addan VL was succeeded in the ps^ 
*^^ pacy by Jttlms de Medicis, who assumed the 
liame of Clement VII. ; and count Pedro Na- 
varro, who had long languished in confinement 
at Simencas, put a peiiod to his mortal existence 
by an act of desperation* 

The commencement of the year 1524 was 
marked by the reduction of Fontarabia by the 
Spaniards ; an embassy from the shah of Persia; 
and an amicable termination of some disputes be^ 
tween the crowns of Castile and Portugal. After 
- a few months', the Imperialists in Italy compelled 
the French to repass the Alps, and Francis L 
was taken prisoner whilst attempting the reduo- 
tiori of Pavia. 

The captivity of the French monarch excited 
an universal alarm in all the countries of Europe^ 
and resolutions were formed, in every part, to 
curb the dangerous ambition of the emperorw 
Charles is said to have received the news of hi$ 
unexpected success with the most hypocritical 
moderation, and to have forbid any public rer 
joidngs upon that account ; observing that he 
only rejoiced ui it as an ev^tit which must £aar 
fitate the restoration of peace to Christendom. 
In consequence of these professions, the empe- 
ror's confessdr intimated the expediency of libe- 
rating the royal prisoner without ransom, and 
observed that such generous treatment would 
certainly produce the happiest consequences : 
but Charles refused to listen to^ this advice, andf 
after some tixne, resolved an demanding the- re^ 
storation of Burgundy and all the Flemish con^ 
quests, as the price of the king's liberty. Adrian 
de Croy was sent u^to Italy upon tius occasioa s 
but Francis was so violently enraged i^ the se*- 
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verit3r of the proposals, that he drew his dagger* 
and, pointing it to his breast, exclaimed, << It 
were better for a sovereign to perish thusl" 
The Spanish nobles who were about his person, 
wrested the instrument of death from his hands : 
and in his calmer moments, he requested a per- 
sonal interview with the emperor* 

Pursuant to • his desire, Francis was removed 
to Madrid ; and the emperor, dreading a general 
combination against him, or fearing that his pri- 
isoner might resign the French diadem to the 
dauphin, consented to moderate his former de- 
mands. Accordingly a treaty was concluded, 
by which Francis obtained his liberty on condi- 
tion of restoring the duchy of Burgundy ; of re- 
nouncing all pretensions to Naples, Milan, Ge- 
noa, and several places in the Low Countries ; of 
reinstating the duke of Bourbon in all his estates 
and dignities ; and of delivering up his two eldest 
sons as hostages for the performance of these sti- 
pulations. Having witnessed the proclamation 
of peace, and solemnly espoused Leonora, queen 
dowager of Portugal, Francis returned to his own 
dominions, which he entered with repeated ex- 
clamations of <' lam yet a king I I am yet a 
king i" 

Francis had no sooner returned into his king- 
dom, than he resolved to break a treaty which 
threatened to affect the liberties of Europe, and 
which he considered as by no means binding. 
Accordingly he permitted the states of Burgun- 
dy to protest against the article relative to their 
province, and took an early opportunity of in- 
forming the imperial ambassadors, that he should 
be directed by the sense of the nation in executing 
or disavowing that part of the treaty which a£ 
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Ibcted the French monarchy. "Charles and his 
ministers now perceived that they were over- 
reached in the recent negpciation ; the Italian 
states triumphed in the emperor's mortification ; 
Francis procured absolution for the sin of per- 
jury ; and the pope, the kings of France and 
England, the Swiss, the Venetians, the Floren- 
tines, and the duke of Milan, entered into an al- 
liance, which was called the "Holy League," 
in order to oblige Charles to deliyer up the royal 
hostages on the payment of a reasonable ransom, 
and to re-establish Sforza in possession of the 
Milanese. 

The confederate army took the field with san- 
guine expectations ^ but their ardour was quickly 
damped, and they had the mortification to wit- 
ness the reduction of Milan, and the sacking of 
Rome by the Imperialists. Italy was now be- 
come the theatre of a most bloody war, and the 
calamities which Jlome had frequently suffered 
from the irruption of Huns, Goths, and Vandals, 
were now exceeded by the outrages of the em- 
perorts army. The charms of beauty, the sacred- 
ness of religion, and the forcible appeals of in&nt 
innocence, were alike disregarded by the re- 
vengeful Spaniards. Venerable matrons and de- 
fenceless villus were indiscrimina1;ely sacrific- 
ed to lust or rage ; prelates were dragged from 
their altars to a dungeon, and tortured with un- 
relenting severity, in order to make them disco» 
ver their treasures ; and Clement himself was 
confined till he should pay an enormous ransom. 

The news of these transactions was received 
with inexpressible pleasure by the emperor : but, 
as his Spanish subjects were filled with horror at 
the capdvity of his holiness^ and as all parts of 



Europe expressed thcf utmost indignation upon 
the same account, he professed the deepest sor- 
DOW for the success vrhjch had crowned his arms ; 
Sitopped the public rejoicings which had been be- 
gun for the birth of his son Philip ; put himself 
and his court into mdurmng ; and even ordered 
prayers to be put up in all the churches for the 
pope's liberation, which he could immediately 
have effected by an. order to his generals in 
Italy. 

Alarmed at the augmenting power and rapid 
successes of the emperor, Henry and Francis de- 
termined on sending a powerful army into Italy» 
and adopting such other measures as might faci- 
litate the deliverance of the sovereign pontiff. 
Accoi^ingly Henry sent over a considerable sum 
of money, and a French army entered Italy, un- 
der the command of marshal Lautre, who soon 
changed the aspect of affairs, and procured the 
release of Clement. In the spiihg of 1529a 
t^aty was concluded between Chaiies and the 
pope at Barcelona ; and in the autunm of the 
same year two illastrious ladies were permitted 
to restore peace to Europe. Margaret of Aus- 
tria, Charles's aunt ; and Louisa, Francis's mo* 
ther ; met at Cambray, and concluded a defixu- 
tive treaty, by which Francis was to pay two mil- 
lions of crowns, as a ransom for .his sons, to re* 
nounce all his pretensions to Italy, and to resign 
the sov&%ignty of Flanders and Artois ; and 
Charles laid aside his claim to Burgundy. 

After having received the imperial diadem 
from the hands of Clement^ at Bologna ; indulg- 
ed Fi^ancis Sforza with the investiture of Milan ; 
and concluded a treaty of commerce with the Ve- 
netians ; Charles set out for Germany, and in hia 



{Mtssage was magnificently entertained by the 
marquis of Mantua. The keys were presented 
to him in all the cities belonging to the Veneti- 
ans, by an express order from the senate ; and 
his brother Ferdinand, who had been elected to 
fill the throne of Hungary, met him at Inspruck 
in Tirol : but, as the consequences of his jour- 
ney will be narrated in the history of Germany, 
we must return to the affairs of Spain* 

In consequence of several bulls, which seemed 
rather incompatible with the existing laws, the 
Spanish ministers found themselves involved in 
great peiplexity, and some of the inferior clergy 
. began to preach in a very seditious strain : but 
carnal Tavera, preudent of the council, and the 
rest of the ministers, exerted themselves so suc- 
<:essfully, that the public tranquillity was preserve 
ed« Andrew Doria, about Oie same time, de- 
feated the Turkish fleet, which had long threat- 
ened desolation to the Spanish and Italian coasts, 
and made himself master of Coron, and some 
other places in the Morea. 

Shortly after his return from Germany, the 
emperor held an assembly of the Castilian states 
at Madrid, and obtcdned an ample subsidy for 
^prosecuting the war against the infidels : but it 
was deemed-expedient to evacuate the new con- 
quest of Coron, as the possession of that place 
was of small importance to the interests of Spain, 
and would require a considerable sum of money 
for the maintenance of a garrison* 

Solyman, the Magnificent, ardently desired to 
revenge himself upon the Spaniards for the en- 
terprise of Coron, and offered the command of 
the Turkish fleet to Barbarossa, who had suc- 
ceeded his brother in the kingdom of Algiei-s. 

Vol. XV. Z 
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Proud of this distinctitin, the txmair Taraged the 
Italian and Sicilian coasts with impunity, menac* 
ed the city x>f Rome, aad returned in triumph to 
Tunis, which he had contriTed to add to his for*- 
mer dominions. Chailes was no sooner apf>rised 
of this expedition, than he sent a Genoese, nam- 
ed Lewis Presendes, in character of a mer- 
chant, to Tunis, in order to examme the strength 
of that place : but Barfoarossa was acquainted 
with the scheme by the treachery of one of Pre- 
sendes's servants, and the unfortunate adventu- 
rer was sentenced to a cruel death. This year 
was, also, marked by the acoession of Alexander 
Famese, afterwards cdled Paul III. to tiie papal 
throne ; and by the first estabtishment of It^ or- 
der of Jesuits. 

» As daily complunts were, made of Barba- 
rpssa's cruel piracies, and Muley-Hascen, the 
deposed king tif Tunis, apj^ied to the court of 
Madrid for assistance, Charles resolved to hum- 
ble the pride of the Mahometans, and to under- 
take the restoration of his royal petitioner. This 
design coincided exactly with the wishes of - his 
neighbours, and the voluntary assistances which 
he received, greatly surpassed his expectation. 
At length he' set ssdl with a formidaUearmament, 
and soon reduced the fortress of Goletta, which 
was defended by six thousand Tuiks, and three 
hundred pieces of cannon. He then proceeded 
to Tunis, where he found that most of the inha- 
bitants had retired to the mountains, and that ten 
thousand Christian slaves had made themselves 
masters of the citadel. He therefo)« exerted 
himself to prevent his followers from committing 
any acts of violence ; but their rage could only 
be satiated with the blood of the infidels, and 
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ciiirfy^liotiaaBd penoae w^« tamucrtd without 
pity or distinction* Ten thousand Turks wer« 
also taken prisoners; and Muley-Hascen was re- 
established in the sovereignty, on condition that 
be should do homage to the crown of ^>ain, pay 
an annual subsidy for the roflintenance of a Spar 
nish garrison at Goletta, and put intotKe em- 
peror's bands all the fortified ports in the king- 
dom of Tunis*. Having settled these important 
concerns^ and acquired great £une by his suo- 
cessful expedltionf Charies returned into Europe ; 
while BarbaroBsa, who had retired to Bona, re- 
covered A&w. strength, and resumed his cruei de- 
predations. 

Upon the dcnuse of Francis Sfi>rza, whicb 
happened shortly after the termination of the 
African war^ the French monah:h renewed his 
pretensions to Milan ; but Charles delayed grant- 
ing the investiture itoder various pretences, and, 
at lengthy avowed his intentioti of refusing the 
dai^* War was accordii^ly declared between 
the competitors ; and the emperor, having chased 
the French fi>rces out of Piednwint and Savoy, 
marched, at the head of fifty thousand men, to 
invade the southern provinces of France, while 
two other armies were ordered to penetrate into 
Champagne and Picardy : but after he had spent 
aconsideraUe time in fruitless attacks, and lost 
one half of his trix^s i)y disease jor famine, he 
was compelled to retreat with disorder and pre- 
cipitatuHi» The Imperialists, met withstinilar 
ini^rUines in Picardy, and were eventually 
oUigedtto retire without obtaining any advai^ 
ti^es. 

In the space of a few months, the emperor's 
aflUrs became extremely embajijrassing* Thr 
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Frenehf dated with their recent fertune, began to 
act offensively, both in Flanders and Italy ; while 
their new ally, Solyman, made formidable 
preparations for attacking Naples and Sicily^ 
Charles exerted himself with his usual ability, 
and expatiated so forcibly on the impropriety of 
a league between the French monarch and a 
Turkish sultan, that he not only obtained ample 
subsidies for the prosecution of the war, but dso 
excited the general murmurs of Europe against 
his rival. Hostilities were carried on with va- 
rious succels, during the spring and part of the 
summer : but a truce for three months was con- 
cluded on the thirtieth of July ; and in the course 
of the ensuing year, the sovereign pontiff ne- 
gociated a fresh accommodation* 

After the cessation of hostilities, and a person- 
al interview with the king of Fitoice, Charles 
convened an assembly of the states at Toledo, 
and proposed to levy some necessary supplies by 
a general excise ; but this measure was rejected 
in a determinate manner^ and the nobles, in par- 
ticular, inveighed with great vehemence against 
it, as an encroachment on the most distinguishing 
privilege of their order* After an ineffectual 
exertion of his eloquence, the emperor ordered 
the corte to be dismissed by the archbishop of 
Toledo ; and from that period neither the nobles 
nor prelates have been called to the assemblies, 
under pretence that those who pay no public 
taxes can have no vote in imposing them* 

Whilst the emperor's mind was enflamed by 
the opposition of a favourite project, he received 
intelligence that the citizens of Ghent had 
thrown off their allegiance, and mal-treated 
several imperial officers. Hereupon he demand* 



odapassage through Fnacey and landad in* that 
kiQgdoiB "with a small but splendid train of on^ 
hundred persons. The dauphin and the duke of 
Orleans met him with every token of respect^ 
and offered to go, as hostages, into Spain, till he 
should reach his own dominions ; but Charles re- 
plied, that the king's word was suffioient for his 
safety, and prosecuted his journey without any 
other security. At Paris he was entertained 
with the utmost magnificence, and the two 
young princes accompanied him to Valenciennes. 
The magistrates of all the cities through which 
he passed, also complimented him with the offer 
of their keys, and the utmost politeness was 
shown towards him through his whole journey. 
The citizens of Ghent, alarmed at the ap- 
proach of their offended emperor, who . ^ , 
was joined by his brother, the king of ^^^^' 
the Romans, and a powerful army, sent 
ambassadors to implore his mercy, aqd o&red 
to throw open their gates : but Charles only 
vouchsafed to reply, diat he should appear 
among them as a sovereign and a judge, with 
the sceptre and the sword. Accordingly he en- 
tered the place of his nativity with a resolution 
of exhibiting an awfiil example of severity. 
Twenty-six of the prindpal citizens were doom>- 
ed to expiate their crime by death ; many of their 
fetends were driven into exile ; tiit city was de- 
dared to have forfeited all its' privileges ; a new 
mode of administoation was prescribed : and an 
annual tax was levied on the unfortunate in- 
habitants for the support of a garrison. 
' The baseness of his subsequent behaviour to ^ 
Francis, laid the fi>undation of a new war with 
France } the rapid progress of the Turk§ in 
Z 2 
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Hungary excited a general alann ; and the un* 
jileasant state of his own affairs in Spain, in- 
duced the emperor to make some considerable 
concessions to his protestant subjects in Ger- 
many, in order that he might obtsdn some need- 
ful supplies both of men and money. He then 
hastened to execute a fevourite enterprise which 
he had concerted against Algiers ; but the wea- . 
ther proved so un&vourahle, and the defence of 
the place was so well conducted, that he was at 
length compelled to retire with prodigious loss* 

The ill success of this expedition encouraged 
the king of France to commence hostilities*; but 
Charles, by securing the fidelity of the protestant 
princes in Germany, and by engaging the Engr 
lish monarch to espouse his cause, prevented 
him from gsdning any agnal advantage. The 
Imperialists were, indeed, defeated with consider- 
able loss at the battle of Cerisoles ; but the con- 
lending powers were mutually &tigued with 
such an useless war: and a treaty was concluded, 
afiter a short time, at.Crespy, by which it waft 
ag^ed, that all conquests made since the truce of 
Nice should be restored ; that Charles should 
give his eldest daughter, with the sovereignty of 
the Low Countries, to the duke of Orleans ; thai 
the late claims upon certain territories should be 
renounced by each party ; and that the French 
and imperial forces shouki unite in making war 
upon the Turks. 

Charles now resolved to humble the German 
princes, who seemed inclined to shake o£^ not only 
the papal but also the imperial jurisdiction ; and 
with this view he concluded a disadvantageous 

Esace with the Turks, and entered into a solemn 
ague with the pope for the extirpation of heresy : 
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but Proyidence frustrated his intentions, and he 
was eventually obliged to make peace with the 
protestants on their own terms. A subsequent 
attack on the city of Metz proved totally fruit- 
less ; the citizens of Sienna renounced their alle* 
giance, and put themselves under the protection 
of France ; and the footing which the emperor 
had hitherto maintained in Tuscany was losit 
about the same time. 

Exasperated by these successive, disasters, 
Charles retired into the Low Countries, and ef- 
£u:ed the stain which his military reputation had 
received before Metz, by reducing the cities of 
Terouane and Hesdin ; but whilst he triumphed 
in these successes, his troops were defeated with 
great slaughter in Italy ; part of Corsica was an- 
nexed to the French conquests ; and the Austri- 
an general was forced to abandon Transylvania 
to the Turks. The emperor, however, enter- 
tained hopes of counterbalancing all these losses 
by his own policy, and the nuptials oi queen Ma- 
ry with his son Philip inspired him with the ex- 
pectaticm of annexing England to his other do- 
minions. 

Whilst Italy and the Netherlands ^ j^ 
groaned under the miseries of war, and , * .* 
the inhabitants of Germany were fully , 
occupied by theological controversy, the empe- 
ror formed a resolution of resigning his heredita- 
ry dominions to his son Philip, and of seeking in 
the tranquillity of retirement that happiness 
which he had sought in vain amidst the tumults 
of war and the intrigues of a court. 

In consequence of this design, Charles, who 
had already ceded to his son the ^ngdom of Na- 
ples and the duchy of Milaui assembled the states 
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0f the Netherlands at Brusgels ; and explained 
to hia subjects the reasons bf bis resignation. 
He 9k90 recounted all the great actioni^ which he 
had performed nnce the commencement of his 
administration* ^ Yrota the seventeenth year of 
my age (said he) I have devoted all my attention 
to public business, reserving no portion of iny 
time lor the indulgence of my ease, smd but lit- 
tle for the enjoyment of private pleasure. I 
have, eitlier in a hostile or pacific manner, visits 
ed Germany nine times, Spain six times, France 
four times, Italy seven times, the Netherlands 
fen times, England twice, and Africa twice : 
and while my health enabled me to discharge the 
duty of a sovereign, I never shunned the most 
arduous office, nor repined under the inconveni* 
encies of fatigue ; but now my health is broken, 
my constitution is exhausted by the rage of an 
incur&kL distemper, and my growing infirmities 
admonish me to place my sceptre in the hands c^ 
« prince who is aheady accustomed to govern, 
and who adds to the vigour of youth all the sa- 
gacity and attention of maturer years." Then 
turning towards the prince, who fell on his knees 
and kissed lus &ther's hand, '^ It is in your pow- 
er (resumed the emperor) to justify, by a* virtu- 
ous administration, the extraordinary proof 
which I now give of my paternal affection. Pre- 
aerve, I entreat you, an inviolable regmxl for the 
interests of religion, maintain the catholic &ith 
in its purity, let the laws of your country and 
die rights of your people be sacred in your esti- 
mation ; and, if you should ever wish to retii« 
from the government, may you have a son to 
whom you can resign your sceptre, with as much 
mtbfcction as I give up mine to you." These 



observations were uttered with such peculiar dig^ 
nity and tendemessy that the whole audience 
melted into tears ; and the emperor being quite 
exhausted with the &dgue of the solemnity, was 
obliged to ifnthdraw. A few weeks after this me* 
morable transaction, Charles resigned the sove- 
reignty of Spsdn and America ; reserving nothing 
to himself out of all his vast possessions but an 
annual pension of one hundred thousand crowns* 
Having thus disengaged himself from all the 
afiain of state, Charles ordered a small edifice 
to be erected near the monastery of St« Just ; 
and in that peaceful retreat buried his grandeur, 
his ambition, and all those mighty projects 
which, during forty years, had alarm^ and agi- 
tated all the powers of Europe* 



CHAPTER IV. 

Frwn the AbdicaJtUm ofCharleB L to the Death ^ 
Charle9 //• the ia»t Monarch (^ Spam of the 
Houee of Austria* 

DON PHILIP ascended the Span'ish ^ ^ 
throne,* in consequence of his fe- '.' 
ther's resignation ; and commenced his 
administration by concluding a truce with the 

* Charles V. could not prevail on the German princes ta 
raise his son to the imperial dienity. They cheerfully pa»> 
led their votes, however, in ravour of the emperor's bro- 
ther Ferdinand ; and by that action divided the danger- 
ous power of the house o£ Austria into twohmwhcfl. 
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erown oD Fcaiice for five yean i bat the flames 
of war -were soon rekindled by the intrigues of 
the Roman pontiff, and the new sovereign waft 
compelled to take op arms at die very moment 
yirhcn most of the European states were rejcndng 
in the pros^ieetof a durable repose. 

After several fruhless negocialkms with his 
holiness, and a consultation with the Spanish ec* 
desiastics, Philip resolved to act with • vigour 
against his inveterate enemy, and, accordingly, 
sent the duke of Alva into the pope's domiiiions» 
whh an army of ten thousand veterans*. Paul, 
however, stifl remained inflexible, and, on the 
arrival of a French army in Italy, he banished 
all thooghts from bis mind but those of warand 
vengeance. 

Meanwhile Philip, perceiving that Henry of 
France had violated the ti-uce, assembled a body 
of fifty thousand men in tb» Netherlands ; drew 
over a powerful reinforcement from England ; 
and gave the command of his army to Emanuel 
Phillibert, duke of Savoy, one of the greatest 
generals of that warlike age ; who soon damped 
the avflbur of the French troops, by defeatint; 
them with prodigious slaughter, before St. 
Quintin, and taldng the galUat Montmorency 
prisoner. The victorious duke now proposed to 
. overlook all smaller consideratibns, and to march 
directly to the gates of Paris : but Fha^p was 
unwilling to hazard so4x>ki an enterprise* and by 
thait means saved France horn utter devastation* 
He was, indeed, soon convinced of the absurdi- 
ty of his conduct upon this occasjkm : but the re- 
duction of St. QuinUn, Horn, and Catelet) dissi- 
pated all his chagrin ; and in the height of exul- 
tatiouy ho vowed to build a churchy a monastery^ 



md ft pidftce in honour of St. Lawreiioe» becmM 
the battle of St. Quiatin had been Iboght on Hie 
day sacred to that martf n 

In consequence of the fiital blow whidi France 
liad received at St* Qimiltn, the dUke of Guiae 
was recalled &om Italy, and the arrogant poD« 
taSf finding himself deserted by his best decid- 
ers, was obliged to acoammodate his behavioitf 
to the exigency of his affairs, and to employ the 
mediation of the Venetians in order to obtain 
peace* His catholic majesty eagerly. Hfttened to 
the first proposals of this nature, and the duke 
of AlTa repaired to Rome, in order to obtain ab« 
solution for having invaded the patrtmooy of the 
church* 

But though this war was terminated witfaoiit 
any detriment to the apostolic see, it pix)duoed 
elfects of conmderable importance in odier parts 
of Italy* The city of Placentia, with its adja« 
cent territory, was restored to Octavio Fjimesei 
duke of Parma^ in cmler td detach him firom the 
French interest ; the invosititure of Sienna was 
granted as an equivalent for thet sums due to 
Cosmo de Medici ; and the balance of power 
among the Italian states was rendered more 
equable <tiian it ever had been since the invasion 
of Charles VIII* . From this time Italy ceased 
to be the theatre on which the monarchs of 
Spain, France, imd Germany, contended for aug- 
mentation of fiune. or dominion* New objects 
attracted their attention, and their subsequent 
hostilities invdved other states in the .miseries of 
war* - 

The duke of Guise was received with accla- 
mations on his return to France, and all ranks 
^f people seemed to look up to him as the guar- 
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dian angel of their kingdom. He was appdhted 
fieutenant-general, with a jurisdiction almost 
unlimited: and he soon justified his master's 
high opinion of him, by effecting the reduction 
of Calais, and the fortress of Thionville in the 
duchy of Luxembourg. This biilliant success, 
however, was counteiiialanced by a signal de- 
feat of the French near Gravelines ; and the 
duke was obliged to hasten toward the frontiers 
of Picardy, in order to oppose the pn^;ress of 
the enemy. 

The attention of all France was now fixed up- 
on the duke of Guise, as the only person who 
seemed capable of surmounting every danger, 
and in whose conduct they might confide with 
{^easing security* His strength was nearly 
equal to the duke of Savoy's, each commanding 
about forty thousand men* Their encampments 
were fixed within a few leagues of each other ; 
and, the French and Spanish monarchs having 
joined their respective armies, it was expected 
that a decisive battle would soon determine 
which of the competitors should obtain a future 
ascendency in the affairs of Europe* But both 
princes seemed inclined to stand on the defen- 
sive ; peace began to be mentioned in each camp; 
and, alter mature deliberation, the abbey of Cer- 
cramp was fixed on as the jAace of congress* 

We must now turn our attention to 
J * g" the monastery of St* Just, where Charles 
V. about this time, received a summons 
to futurity* After resigning the reins of go- 
vernment into other hands, and retiring, with 
only twelve domestics, to this peaceful retreat, 
he devoted his time entirely to acts of piety and 
innocent amusements. When his health per* 
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mttted him to quit his apaHment, he rode on 
horseback to a neighbouring wood, or cultivated 
the elegant productions of his garden ; and when 
his infirmities precluded the enjoyment of these 
gratifications, he found relief in a select society 
of friends, or in studying the principles of me- 
chanism. He was particulariy curious with re- 
spect to the constraction of watches, and on per- 
ceiving that he could never bring any two of 
them to go exactly alike, he reflected, with 
much regret, on his own folly in attemptijig to 
bring his subjects to a precise uniformity of sen- 
timent concerning the mysterious doctrines of 
religion* He died on the twenty-first of Sep- 
tember, with all exterior marks of piety and pa- 
tience, in the fifty-ninth year of his i^, after 
he had swayed the Castilian sceptre for near 
forty years, and passed two years in retire^ 
roent. 

The character of Charles V. is strongly mark- 
ed by thfe peculiarity of his qualities, which not 
only distinguish him from his ro3ral contempo- 
raries, but also account for the superiority which 
he so long obtained over them. As his talents 
unfolded themselves by slow degrees, and were 
late in attaining maturity, he was cautious in 
forming his schemes, and, after hearing the 
opinions of his ministers, took his resolution 
with decisive firmness. His promptitude in exe- 
cution was equally remarkable with his pa*- 
tience in deliberation ; and he did not discover 
greater sagacity in lus choice of measures, than 
fertility of expedient in rendering them success- 
ful. He possessed in a most eminent degree the 
art of adapting the employments of men to their 
talents ; and though he remained inactive du- 

VoL. XV. A a 
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ring the most ardent pericxl of life, he acquired 
such knowledge in the art of war as enabled 
him to vie with the most able generals of his 
age. He placed unbounded confidence in his 
officers, rejoiced in the augmentation of their 
fame, and rewarded their services with princely 
munificence ; and, though destitute of that sua- 
vity of manners which marked the character of 
his French competitor, he was no stranger to 
the virtues which excite admiration and ensure 
attachment. 

There were, however, some great defects in 
Charles's political character. His ambition ap-. 
pears to have been insatiable, and his ardent de- 
sire of being distinguished as a conqueror, in- 
volved him in perpetual wars, and prevented 
him from attending to the police and improve- 
ment of his kingdom. The addition of the im- 
perial crown to his hereditary dominions en- 
gaged him in projects so complicated and ar- 
duous, that he had often recourse to low artifices 
in the execution of them, and sometimes dis- 
honoured his royal character by flagrant devia- 
tions from integrity. Besides his successor, 
Philip, the emperor had several sons, who died 
in then* in&ncy, and two daughters, the infanta 
Maria, who espoused the archduke Maximilian; 
and the infanta Joanna, who married the prince 
of Portugal. He had also two natural children, 
namely, Margaret, who was married to Cosmo 
de Medicis ; and Don Juan, who was brought up 
by one of the emperor's faithful servants, till 
Don Philip was made acquainted with the se- 
cret of liis birth. 

But to return from this digression. A treaty 
9f peace was concluded, in the spring of 1559t, 



between the crowns of Spain and France, in 
consequence of which his catholic majesty con- 
sented to espouse Henry's daughter, Elizabeth, 
and the contested territories were mutually 
given up. The French king did not long enjoy 
the effects of this pacification, being accidentally 
killed at a tournament : but his disaster had 
no influence either on the treaty or the marri* 
age. 

After making some necessary arrangements 
in the Netherlands, Philip hastened his return to 
Spain, and convened an assembly of the states 
at Toledo, where, in pursuance of the deceased 
emperor's request, he publicly acknowledged 
John of Austria for his brother. On the fourth 
of October, he sanctioned an auto dafe with his 
presence ; and on the second of the ensuing Fe<*^ 
bruary, celebrated his nuptials with the princess 
of France. 

At the earnest solicitations of the knights of 
Malta, an expedition was undertaken to recover 
Tripoli from the infidels ; and the duke de Me- 
dina Coeli, who was invested with the chief com* 
mand, flattered himself with the expectation of 
complete success : but whilst he was exulting 
over the reduction of an island called Gerbes, 
his fleet was surprised by basha Piali with tlie 
whole force of the Othman empire, and a scene 
of carnage ensued which scarcely merits the 
name of an engagement. Forty gallies were 
either sunk or captured by the Turks ; se- 
veral persons of distinction were taken pri- 
soners ; the duke himself escaped with great 
difliculty, and Gerbes was wrested from its 
Christian conquerors. Don Philip was much 
dejected at the news oC this ^sast^s and imme«^ 
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diatdy demanded the pope's permission for lay- 
ing contributions on the clerg>% About the same 
time^ he transferred his court from Toledo to 
Madrid ; and, soon afterward, laid the founda- 
tion of the Escurial, which he, ordered to be 
built in the form of a gridiron, because St. Law- 
rence, to whose honour he dedicated it, was said 
to have been broiled alive, at Rome, in the third 
century. 

^ jy In the ensuing spring, Hassan, king of 
j^5-* Algiers, avowed his intention of recover- 
ing Oran and Mazalquiver out of the 
hands of the Spaniards ; and employed in thtsr 
expedition the whole force of the infidels in Af- 
rica, besides a naval armament which was fur- 
nished by the grand signior : but the governors 
of the fortresses acted with such prudence and 
vigilance, that their respective garrisons were 
enabled to hold out till a Christian fleet arrived, 
and compelled the besieger to draw off his 
forces. In consequence ai this war, all the 
Moors of Valencia were suddenly disarmed, by 
order of government, and six thousand sabres 
that were taken from them were sent to the 
Spanish troops in the island of Sardinia. Short- 
ly after these transactions, an instrument was 
drawn up, by which all the Spanish possessions 
in America were irrevocably annexed to the 
Castilian diadem ; and, about the same time, the 
viceroy of Sicily reduced the important fortress* 
of Penon de Velez, under the cannon of which 
the Moorish corsairs used to take i^fuge when 
chased by the Spanish galleys. 

The grand signior was no sooner informed of 
the loss of Penon de Velez, and the subsequent 
destruction of another place to which the Turk- 
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feh pirates frequently resorted, than he fitted out 
a prodigious armament, and ordered Shian 
Basha to invade the island of Malta with all 
possible expedition. But the grand master took 
such admirable precautions for the defence of 
the place, and procured such powerful auxili- 
aries, that the enemy was compelled, after a 
sanguinary conflict, to retire with precipitation. 

Upon the misrepresentation of Guerrero, arch- 
bishop of Granada, Pius V. who had lately as- 
cended the papal throne, wrote in very warm 
terms to Philip, in order to stir him up against 
the Morescoes ; and the king cheerfully took his 
advice, notwithstanding the serious embarrass- 
ments which he had already brought upon him- 
self by his tyrannic conduct towards the protes- 
tants in the Netherlands. He, accordingly, 
Sent ail express into the kingdom of Granada, 
Commanding all the Morescoes to submit to an 
immediate change of habit, manners, and lan- 
guage. The Moors were much distressed at this 
cruel order, and sent deputies to refute the accu-r 
sations which had been laid against them ; but 
neither their entreaties, nor even the remonstran- 
ces of the Spanish officers had any effect upon the 
king. His inflexibility, however, soon produced 
the most alarming consequences, as will appear 
ih the sequel. 

Whilst the duke of Alba was executing . j^ 
his master's orders in the Netherlands, jl^g* 
' Don Carlos of Spain formed a resolution 
of quitting his father's court and retiring into 
Cxermany : but the nobles to whom he applied- 
for pecuniary assistance discovered his intentions, ^ 
and Philip went in person to his apartments, . 
where he caused him to be arrested. 
A a 2 
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PhiUp acted with great moderatioii upon tbia 
occasion, and gave notice to the pope's nuncio, 
and to all the foreign ministers, of the motives 
which had compelled him to adopt a measure so 
inimical to his paternal feelings* He also in* 
formed their imperial majesties, who interposed 
with great anxiety for the prince's safety, that 
he had taken the advice of both divines and ci-~ 
vilians ; and that his future actions toward the 
iroyal prisoner would be marked by caution and 
tenderness. 

Carlos, however, bore his confinement with 
the utmost impatience* He refused all kind of 
nourishment for two days, and afterwards over- 
loaded his stomach with food* By this conduct, 
and an immoderate use of cold water^ he brought 
on a dysentery which baffled the skill of his phy- 
sicians* He then sent for his fiither, and, having 
obtained for^veness for his misconduct, he ex- 
pired in the twenty-fourth year of his age* This 
prince had the misfortune to be deformed in bis 
person, and to have a weakness in one of his legs* 
He was also of an unhappy disposition, hasty, 
pasuonate, and sullen, very apt to take offence, 
and remarkably implacable in his aversions* His 
governor, Garcia Toledo, and the duke of Alba, 
narrowly escaped assassination in consequence 
of some offence which they had given him ; and 
his intended flight into Germany, seems to have 
resulted from some secret discontent which he 
had conceived i^;ainst his fother*- Some writers 
have affirmed t^t he was put to death by his fa- 
ther's command: but this assertion seems highly 
improbable, and is contradkted by the best 
Spanish lustorians* 

The Motescoesyfinding all their remonstrances 



kieffectaal, and perceiving that the edict relative 
to their change of customs would be immediatelf 
enforced, resolved to throw off their allegiance^ 
and attempt the recovery of Granada* Their 
measures were conducted with the most profound 
secrecy ; and they had sent repeatedly to Algiers 
before Philip had any idea of the design* At 
length one of their deputies was discovered, and 
his papers gave so clear an account of their pre- 
parations, that the marquis de M<»idijar foiind 
it necessary to repair immediately to Granadat 
jn order to prevent the surprised of that city. 
His exertions were attended with success ; but 
^a general revolt took place in the adjacent coun- 
try, and Ferdinand de Valor, a young man of 
approved conduct and bravery, was proclaimed 
king of Granada and Cordova, after vowing to 
live and die in support of the Mahometan reli- 
gion* The most outrageous excesses and wanton 
crueldes were now committed by the eza^[)erated 
rioters ; and a most sanguinary war ensued, which 
lasted bet\teen two and three years, and depopu- 
lated some of the finest countries of Spain. At 
length, however, the Christians obtained a ded- 
uve victory $ and, upon the death of the Moorish 
prince, the public tranquillity was restored* 
Shortly after the termination of this war, Don 
Juan, with a powerful body of auxiliaries, gained 
a naval victory over the Turks, at Lepanto^ by 
which they lost thirty thousand men, besides ten 
thousand that were taken prisoners, and fifteen 
thousand Christian slaves who were liberated by « 
the conqueror* Thirty of their finest galleys 
were sunk, twenty-live burnt, and one hundr^ 
and thirty taken; and it was merely owing to the 
precipitate retreat of oot of their commander^ 
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tllal the Mimdnder of the fleet escaped destruc* 
lioii* Philip celebrated this victory by a feast 
which continued nine days, and appointed the 
anniversary of it to be kept for ever in the ca- 
thedral of Toledo. 

^ P Elated with thi^ brilliant success, Don 
157 1. Ju*^ resolved on fresh acluevements, and 
soon made himself master of Tunis : but 
instead of demolishing the town, according to 
his brother's orders, he repaired the fortifications, 
marked out a new citadel, and formed a project 
of assuming, by the mediation of Rome, the re- 
gal title. He was, however, admonished by 
Philip to abandon this design ; and he had, 
sooQ afterward, the mortification to witness the' 
conquest of his intended kingdom by the in&« 
dels. After making some unsuccessfiil attempts 
to procure the lieutenancy of Italy, he went into 
the Netherlands, where he died, on the 7th of 
October 1578, not without suspicion of poison. 

Upon the demise of Henry king of Portugal, 
Don Philip laid claim to the vacant throne, and 
gave the command of a numerous army to the 
duke of Alba, who soon effected the reduction 
of the kingdom, afier defeating Don Antonio 
in two battles. The Spanish monarch made his 
public entry into Lisbon on the 29th of June, and 
received the pleasing intelligence that he had 
been acknowledged and proclaimed in the Indies* 
However, as he found it utterly impossible to 
gain the affections or even to silence the mur* 
murs of his new subjects, and as his feelings 
were sensibly wounded by the loss of a promis- 
ing son, he appointed the cardinal archduke 
Albert regent of Portugal, and returned to Ma- 
drid. Nothing of importance took place in the 
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ensuing year, except an acknowledgment of the 
in^nt Don Philip by the i states of Castile, and 
the conclusion of a marriage between the duke 
of Savoy and the infanta Catalina. 

In consequence of some recent depre- . ^ 
dations committed in Europe and Ame- jlgg* 
rica by the English, Philip resolved to 
take an ample revenge on queen Elizabeth ; and, 
after mature deliberation, ordered the whole 
maritime force of Spain to be assembled for a 
descent upon her dominions. The execution of 
this project was rapidly accelerated by pecuniary 
supplies, and all possible exertions ; and an ar- 
mament consisting of one hundred and thirty 
vessels, with twenty thousand land troops, and 
eight thousand two hundred and fifty seameoy 
sailed from Lisbon, on the 27th of May, to de- 
throne a princess who was universally considered 
among the catholics as at wicked protectress of 
heretics. But Divine Providence interfered, al 
this critical juncture, for the preservation of 
England and of the true religion. The vrinds 
and the waves arose against the presumptuous 
invaders ; the Spanish vessels were scattered^ 
sunk, or dashed upon the rocks ; the exertions 
of their enemies were crowned with brilliant suc- 
cess ; and Philip had the mortification to witness 
not only the frustration of his grand design, but 
also the annihilation of his naval power. The 
duke de Medina Sidonia, who had the command 
of this inuincible armada, retired, in the utmost 
chagrin, to his own house, not chusing to en- 
counter the, eyes of his unfortunate master ; but 
Philip condescended to write him a letter, in 
which he acknowledged his past services, and re- 
minded him that in things depending upon tb^ 
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elements no fault could be justly imputed to men. 
In the following year, Philip was alarmed by a 
descent of an English fleet upon his Portuguese 
dominions, and, though his enemies did not effect 
their design, he had the fresh mortification of 
witnessing the destruction of fort Cascaes, and 
the capture of several Spanish vessels* 

Notwithstanding these repeated misfortunes, 
and the consequent embarrassment of his domes- 
tic aflfairs, Don* Philip devoted a considerable 
portion of his time to the projection of various 
schemes for the aggi'andisement of his fame, and 
in particular, regarded the civil war of France 
as very favourable to his designs : for he seems 
to have thought that he might easily obtain 
the protectorship of that distracted kingdom, 
and, afterward, place his favourite daughter 
Isabella on the vacant throne ; but these expec- 
tations were eventually disappointed ; his troops 
sLnd emissaries were effectually repulsed ; and 
henry IV. whom the Spaniards designated by 
the epithet, " Prince of Beam," surrounded with 
splendour that diadem which he had designed 
for the in&nta. 

About this time Antonio Perez, the 
J ' king's secretary of state, was put to the 
torture for being concerned in the murder 
of one Escovado ; and the prosecution was car-« 
ried on with such vigour that he deemed it ad- 
visable to shelter himself under the privileges 
of his native country Arragon, and according- 
ly escaped thither with the first opportunity. 
Being again apprehended, he appealed to the 
chief justice, and was carried to Saragossa, where 
he expected to be heard before an equitable tribu* 
nal* But as a /rt^6c trial might probably defeal 
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the tfestgtis of his enemies, they contrived to ef- 
fect his removal to the prison of the inquisition. 
This measure, however, produced a revolt, and^ 
after much effusion of blood, Perez obtained his 
liberty, and retired into Beam, where, notwith- 
standing the circumstances of his exile and ill 
treatment, he retained his loyalty to his former 
master. He appears to have owed many of his 
misfortunes to his affection for Anna de Mendo* 
ca y la Gerda, the king's mistress ; yet he retain- 
ed his admiration of that princess in the midst of 
afHiction : and when Henry IV. asked him how 
he could hazard his life by an attachment to a 
woman who had lost the sight of one eye, he re- 
plied with vivacity, " With that eye she sets the 
world on fire ; if she had two she would reduce 
it to ashes." 

Shortly afler the finistration of his . -. 
schemes in France, Don Philip received '' 
the unpleasant intelligence that a Turk- 
ish fleet had ravaged the coast of Calabria, and 
that one Gabriel de Spinosa had assumed the 
character, of a prince of Portugal : but his fears 
were soon quieted by the apprehension and death 
of the impostor ; and two of his naval com- 
manders revenged themselves on the infidels by 
making a well-timed descent on Patrass in th« 
Morea. 

Upon the first intimation that an English ar^ 
mament had been fitted out for the invasion of 
his dominions, the king ordered all his officers 
to prepare for the defence of Lisbon, as he per- 
suaded himself that the enemy would make an 
attack upon that city : but whilst his fleet was 
moored at Lisbon, the earl of Essex and lord 
admiral Howard made themselves masters of 
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CadiZ) captured .several rich galleons, and re* 
duced the duke de Medina Sidonia to the sad ne- 
cessity of burning a fleet of merchantmen which 
must otherwise have been taken by the inva- 
ders. This circumstance struck such terror in- 
to the inhabitants of the other mariUme towns, 
that they unanimously deserted their residences ; 
while the successful sons of Albion enriched 
themselves with plunder, searched the harbours, 
and bade defiance to the Spanish arms. Philip 
resolved to revenge these insults by a fresh inva- 
sion of Elizabeth's kingdom, and actually fitted 
out a poweHul fleet for that purpose : but this, 
like his great armada, became the prey of rag- 
ing winds and >vaves ; and the few vessels which 
escaped absolute destruction were driven back, 
in a most wretched ccHidition, to the port of 
FerroL 

Shortly after the conclusion of peace 
1597. ^^^ ^^^ crown of France, Philip breath- 
' cd his last at the Escurial, in the seventy- 
first year of his age and in the forty-second of 
his reign. In his dying moments, he delivered 
a paper of instructiohs to his successor ; ex- 
pressed the most earnest solicitude for the wel- 
&re of his &vourite daughter; and ordered 
fiome state prisoners to be set at liberty. His 
ruling character appears to have been ambition, 
and he seems to have aspired at universal mo- 
narchy; but, though he formed the most po- 
litic schemes for reducing England, becoming 
lung of the Romans, and placing the diadem of 
France upon the head of Isabella, the events 
were extremely mortifying ; and at the close of 
a long and busy reign, his power and his trea- 
sures were equally exhausted. He is said to 
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We been remarkabty haughty, gkxmif, aad re* 
ierved ; and his pretensions to religion were, in 
all prolmbility, merely political. He was styled 
" Philip the Prudent" from the general tenour 
of his conduct in the cabinet ; but in private 
life ' he was certainly vicious, and his greatest 
abilities were exerted on such occasicms as rather 
derogated from than added lustre to his royal 
dignity* 

Philip HI. ascended the throne in the twenty- 
first year of his age ; and a celebrated historian 
has justly observed that his favourite, the duke 
of Lerma, obtained a more than equal share in 
-the administration* At the king's marriage 
two statues were erected, one of Jupiter and 
the other of Philip, bearing a globe upon their 
shoulders. This was an excellent opportunity 
for a display of malevolence agsdnst the neW 
minister ; and an inscription was accordingly 
fixed upon the statue of the deity to the fol- 
lowing effect-*^ This Jupiter is the duke of 
Lerma." 

After ratifying the peace with France^ . ^ 
«nd ceding the Netheriands to Donna ^^q * 
.Isabella, in consequence of her mar- 
riage with the archduke Albnt, the Spanish gO' 
vernment sent a fleet of seventy galleys against 
the Turks ; but, though the enemy's fleet was 
much inferior, this expedition proved entirely 
fruitless* 

Upon the demise of queen £]i2abeth, Philip 
Bent an ambassador into England to compliment 
king James upcm his accession ; and in the en- 
suing year peace was concluded between the na- 
tions. The earl of Nottingham was received, 
^ipon this occasion^ at Madrid, with all possible 

Vol. XV. Bb 
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demonstrations of respect ; and the joy of the 
Spanish courtiers was considerably augmented 
by the birth of an infiuit, who was nalmed Do^ 
Philip after his royal parent. 

Meanwhile the enemies of his majesty's &- 
vourite busied themselves in contriving heinous 
charges s^sunst the object of their envy, and 
magnified every unlucky accident into a wilful 
and premeditated crime. Among a variety of 
other things, they alleged that the duties upon 
oil and wine had brought in twenty-three milli« 
ens ; that the fleets from the Indies were laden 
with extraordinary riches ; and that, notwith- 
standing tills prodigious income, the royal cof- 
fers were almost empty. These clamours, how- 
ever, were soon silenceid by the dismissal of state 
spies, and the termination of a destructive war 
with the United Provinces, which were afterward 
acknowledged as independent. 

The latent sparks of animosity being 
1609! "®^ rekindled in the breasts of the Span- 
* ish ecclesiastics, a resolution was passed 
for the general expulsion of the Morescoes ; and 
a royal edict was promulgated for that purpose, 
on pretence that those unbelievers had invited the 
king of Morocco to make a descent upon his ca- 
tholic majesty's dominions, and that they had 
formed a dangerous conspiracy against the Chris- 
tians. These imputations were indeed void of 
foundation ; and many of the nobles remonstrat- 
ed on the impolicy of acting with such rigour 
against a race of men who contributed most es- 
sentially, by their industry, to the support and 
aggrandisement of the country : but every re- 
monstrance proved ineffectual ; the Moors were^ 
at several timeS| transported into Africa ; and 
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Spain sustuned a loss of about sixjiundred thou- 
fiand useful subjects. 

The news of the death of Henry IV. is said 
to have been very acceptable to Philip and his 
minister, as that accident concurred precisely 
with their interests. However, the court was or- 
dered to go into mourning, and a messenger was 
dispatched to Paris with compliments of condo- 
lence to the queen regent, as well as to remind 
her of the marriages which had been proposed 
between the infanta of Spain and the young king 
Louis, and between the princess Isabella and the 
prince of Asturias. The ncgociations upon 
these subjects were crowned with complete suc- 
cess ; and the projected marriages were, soon 
afterward, solemnly confirmed. 

Upon the report of some great military pre- 
parations among the Turks, the Spanish minis- 
ters deemed it expedient to fit out a powerful 
fleet for the security of their coasts : but the 
grand signior suddenly laid up his naval arma- 
ment, and turned his arms against the Persians. 
Hereupon the duke of Lerma ordered Don 
Lewis Faxarada to make a descent upon Bar- 
bary, and to erect a strong fortress on the gulf 
of Marmora, to prevent the Moorish pirates from 
takii^g shelter there, and disturbing, from thence, 
the commerce of Spain. This scheme was hap- 
pily efiected ; and, though it would scarcely 
have excited attention in the time of Charles V. 
or Philip II. it was one of the greatest exploits 
performed during this reign. About the same 
time, his catholic majesty concluded a treaty of 
peace with some of the Italian states ; and con- 
sented to a general renunciation of all his rights 
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to th« succession of any part of his dominions 
belonging to the German branch of the house of 
Austria. 

^ j^ Meanwhile the duke of Lcrma intm* 
j6i8. <^^ced his son, the duke of Uzeda, to fais' 
sovereign, that in case of necessity he 
might succeed him in the royal favour ; whilst 
his nephew, count de Lemos, was placed near 
the prince of Asturias, in order that he might 
contemplate that rising sun, and rise with it 
above the political horizon* The minister tri* 
umphed, for some time, in the accomplishment 
of Uiese schemes, which promised to establish 
his authority m the present, and to revive hitf 
credit in the ensuing reign. But he had, eveatiK 
ally, cause to regret his arrangements : for hf* 
son felt offended because he had destined him to 
act the part of a courtier ; the confessor wfaoar 
he had recommended to his majesty found diat 
it would be more advantageous to hold hts place 
by a minister of his own creation than by a mati 
en whom he was merely a dependent ; and, by 
the intrigues of these ingrates, the count de Le- 
mos was driven from his new employment, atid 
Lerma himself was, soon afterward, dismissed 
from his majesty's service. 

It is highly probable that the enemies of thitf 
great man would have continued theif* persecu* 
tions after he had retired from the helm of state, 
had he not provided for his personal safety by 
procuring a cardinal's hat. However, the' blow 
trith which he was threatened fell upon his h^ 
vourite, Don Roderigo Calderona, count ot 
Oliva. This person, ndio was the son of a 
poor soldier and a Flemish woman, rose from 
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the lowest stage of domestic service to the con- 
fidence of his master, the duke of Lerma, who 
procured him opulence, loaded him with ho- 
nours, and even permitted him to aspire to a 
viceroyalty. These signal marks of &vour ex- 
cited much envy among the people ; and on the 
disgrace of his bene&ctor he was' accused of 
various crimes, and detained in close confine- 
ment* ^ 

Early in the ensuing spring Philip set . ^^ 
out, at the request of- his new minister, j'^^^^* 
to make the tour of Portugal, and his re- 
ception in that kingdom was equally pleasing and 
magnificent. On the feast of St. Peter he made 
his public entry into Lisbon, where he found that 
the most splendid preparations had been made on 
his account. The river was literally covered 
with beautiful galleys and other vessels ; the 
streets were embellished with thirty-two trium- 
phal arches } and the public display of gold and 
jewels was so great that his majesty was obliged 
to prolong the show, that he might have time to 
behold the whole* The affability of his behavi- 
our was particularly pleasing to the Portuguese 
nobles ; and in a general assembly of the states, 
they cheerfully acknowledged his son as heir 
apparent to their crown. The majority of the 
nation, however, were not satisfied with his 
•conduct; for he did not gratify them often 
enough by appearing in public, neither did he 
give very satisfactory answers to some of their 
demands. 

During Philip's residence at Lisbon, the af- 

fidrs of Europe began to be overcast ; and, on 

his return to Madrid, he found the ministry in 

a state of embarrassment and perplexity. The 

Bb2 
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offsArs of the emigre were fallen into great con- 
fusion ; Italy and Switzedand tfere ready to arm 
against the augmenting power of the Spaniards ; 
the governor of Na^s seem^ inclined to 
shake off his allegiance ; and the Turks had a 
powerful fleet at sea whicli excited universal con* 
stemation* After mature deliberation, however^ 
the Spanish ministers resolved to act with extra* 
ordinary vigour, and their exertions were attemi^ 
ed with considerable success. Under pretence 
of assisting the archduke Albert, they sent some 
powerful succours into Germany ; the viceroy 
of Naples was suddenly compelled to rdinquish 
his post ; and the Spaniards erected several forts 
in the Valteline, which fecilitated the corres- 
pondence between the two branches of the house 
of Austria, siHit the Swiss out of Italy, kept the 
Venetians in awe, and held most of the Italian 
princes in a state of dependence which differed 
but littie from actual subjection. 

Whilst his ministers triumphed in tiiese suc- 
cesses, Philip perceived his af^roaching dissolu- 
tion, and fnequentiy lamented that inddence 
which had been the disgrace of his reign. He 
disapproved the seizure of the Valteline, and 
gave express orders upon his death bed, that it 
should be restored. He left some writtea ob- 
servations jfor the use of his son ; and expired at 
Madrid, in the forty-third year of his age and 
in^the twenty-third of his reign. This prince it 
said to have received a good education and to 
have been sincerely virtuous : but an Italian 
historian has justiy observed that, although he 
exceeded most of his subjects in moral virtuesi 
he was very defective in those shining qualities 
which ou^t to be associated with sovereign 
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power. He had by hn queen, Mai^garet of Aiv^ 
tria, four sons and three daoghters, of whom 
Don Philip, Don Carios, Don Ferdinand, the 
queen of France, and the in&nta Donna Maria^ 
survived him ; hot, notwith8tan<ting this nume* 
rous progeny, he is said to have had no bett«* 
prospect with re^qiect to his i^nnily than in re* 
fereace to his donunions, and hisr reflections 
upon this subject embittered his last moments. 

Philip IV. had no sooner ascended . - 
the vacant throne than he removed the j^^,' 
duke of Uaseda and the late king's con- 
fessor from their employments : but, though he 
acted with s^nrit in displacing these men, he 
himself became the subject of a favourite j and 
the administration was chiefly vested in Don 
Caspar de Guzman, count de Olivarez. The 
commencement of this reign was rendered un^ 
popular by the execution of Rodrigo Calderons, 
who submitted to an unjust sentence with such 
patience and resignation that his unhappy &te 
was universally regretted. 

A new system' of politics was now introduced 
into the cabinet ; and a strict league was con* 
eluded with the emperor, that, by his assistance^ 
war might be revived in the United Provinces, 
and that both the Dutch and Italians might be 
eflectually humbled under the power of Spaiib 
The expectations of the new minister, however, 
were sadly disappointed ; for, instead of adding 
ntw lustre to his master's crown, or rendering 
any important service to histountry, he excited 
the general indignation of Europe, and had 
the mortification to hear that his exasperated 
neighbours designed to attack the Spanish do- 
minions on every side. Some trifling advan* 



1190 SPAIN, 

tages were, indeed, gained orer the En^M, 
Dutch, and French assailants ; and a fortunate 
escape of the plate fleet occasioned some public 
rejoicings: but the pressure of extraordinary- 
taxes occasioned universal complaints ; the in- 
solence of Olivarez exdted a formidable revolt 
among the Catalonians ; and the Portuguese, 
ha^ng chosen the duke of Brs^;anca for their 
king, shook off the Spanish yoke, and recovered 
their former independence. 

_ These succes^ve misfoitunes, which 
164a. ought to have opened the eyes of Philip 
* and his indiscreet ministers, seem, on 
the contrary, to have in&tuated both* Olivarez 
had obtained his present power by becoming 
the confident of his master's pleasures, and by 
encouraging his licentiousness, while he himself 
endeavoured to deceive the world with a spe- 
cious appearance of extraordinaiy piety* In 
the commencement of his administration, he in- 
curred his majesty's displeasure by presenting a 
. false memorial on a subject of importance : but, 
in consideration of his alluring a beautiful ac- 
tress, named Calderona, to the royal couch, 
this glaring act of injustice was pardoned ; and 
the offender was, afterwards, permitted to in- 
troduce an illegitimate son at court, with the 
name of Don Henrico de Guzman*. About the 
same time the son of Philip and Calderona^ 
then in his fourteenth year, received the title ^ 
Don Juan of Austria, and was declared gene- 
ralis^mo of the army against Portugal, while 
the heir apparent, Don Balthasar, was left uUf- 
der the care of the countess de Olivarez ;— 41 
circumstance which chagiined the queen> en-^ 
raged the populace, and astonished Europe. 



Oh Hvt flubsequ^t fitthire of aa eatpeditioi^ 
tfgahttt ^e Catidoniansy the loss of I^erpignan^ 
and thefrostretioti of several important schemes^ 
Olivarcz was overwhelmed with consteroationf 
and) on his bended knees, besought permission 
to retire : but Philip was so far from charging^ 
upon his minister the recent misfortunes, that he 
joined with him in dei^oiring their common dis- 
appnntments, and consoled him with repeated 
aontirances of &your and protection. 

The credit of the count duke, however, waa 
raiMdly declining. The court was almost de» 
serted ; the populace, gkx>my and discontented^ 
refused to exhibit their usual signs of attachment 
when his majesty appeared in public ; and the 
queen represented to her consort, that all the ca« 
lamides which had happened during his reiga 
had reauked entirely from the romantic politics 
of Glivarez. This assertion was immediately 
followed by the remonstrances of the imperii 
ambassador ; and Philip's nurse, being purpose- 
ly introduced, at this juncture, described the mi- 
series of the nation in so lively and affecting a 
manner, that the king resolved to appease the 
mnrersal clamour, and accordingly wrote a let-^ 
ter to the duke, in which he ordered him to re^* 
tire to Loches. Olivarez seemed to bear his dia» 
grace with perfect equanimity ; and, in all pro- 
bability, would have regained his master's &vour ; 
bist, on his publishing an imprudent memorial, a 
fresh clamour was raised against him, and the 
king was persuaded to banish him to Toro. 

Notwithstanding the return of the grandees 
to court, and the liberal subsidies tlmt were 
granted by his provinces, PhiHp was much 
chagrined at the loss of his <M minister ; and 
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the disasters of the ensuing year rendered him 
still more impatient under a load which seemed 
altogether insupportable.' In Italy, the house 
of Austna received the most sensible mortifica- 
tion, by being excluded from the negociations 
between the Roman pontiff and the duke of 
Parma. In Germany, the imperialists were 
defeated upon several occasions* In the Low 
Countries, the French and Dutch gained some 
important victories. ' The marquis of Torrecusa. 
was routed with prodigious loss at Badajos ; and 
the Spanish fleet was utterly defeated, by the 
marquis de Breze, in sight of Carthagena. 
These circumstances, so inimical to the interest 
of Spain and of her best allies, produced the 
most unpleasant sensations at Madrid ; and the 
public sorrow received fresh poignance from 
the death of the queen, whose prudent and 
amiable conduct had gained the confidence of 
her husband, and the entire love of her sub* 
jects. 
. *^ Upon the demise of this princess, the 
j5^^* king committed the management of pub- 
lic affairs to Don Lewis Haro de Guz- 
man, the nephew of Olivarez, who had been 
employed under his uncle, but who now pursu- 
ed very different measures. Most historians 
have affirmed that the abilities of this minis- 
ter were inferior to those of his predecessor : 
but he seems to have been less assuming ; and 
he is universally allowed to have been more be- 
loved. 

In consequence of the important changes at 
court, and the pacific disposition of Haro de 
Guzman, the Spaniards began to hope for the 
blessings of tranquillity : but the war still con- 
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tinued on every side with unabated fury, and 
the torrent of ill success still bore down all be- 
fore it. The marquis de Serra, who command- 
ed for Philip in Italy, was precluded from gain- 
ing an important advantage over Savoy by the 
want of money and auxiliaries ; the house of 
Austria suffered materially from the exertions 
of the duke of Orleans and the prince of Orange ; 
a new expedition against Portugal was rendered 
totally ineffectual ; and the detection of a con- 
spiracy which had been sanctioned by the Span- 
ish court, delayed the reduction of Catalonia* 
About this time, the count de Harcourt made 
himself master of Balaguer, and the count duke 
de Olivarez expired in the place of Jiis banish- 
ment* 

As a Spanish party was supported by ministe- 
rial intrigues at Lisbon, so there wanted not a 
Portuguese faction among the nbbles of Madrid, 
who, in their own opinion at least, acted entirely 
from a spirit of disinterested patriotism. On 
the demise of Don Balthasar, some of these 
persons expressed an ardent desire for the re- 
union of the crowns of Castile and Portugal ; 
and the duke de Medina Sidonia ventured to ex- 
patiate on the advantages which would result 
from a marriage between his nephew, the prince 
of Brasil, and the infanta Maria Theresa, now 
presumptive heiress of the Spanish monarchy. 
But as this scheme could not even be rendered 
communicable to Don Philip, the projectors of 
it were driven into consultations and practices 
which were criminal in appearance if not in re- 
ality, and which soon produced the most serious 
consequences. The duke de Medina is said to 
have preserved his life by discovering all the 
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Other persons who had engaged Urith him In 
this design : but the duke de Hijar, of the iltus* 
trious house of Silva, perished under a ngorous 
confinement; and the marquis de Ayamonte^ 
Don Carlos de PadtUa, and others, were doom* 
ed to an untimely death for this irregular instance 
of their zeal for the tranquillity of their country. 
The latter part of this year was marked by the 
death of prince Edward of Portugal, and the 
marriage of his catholic majesty with his own 
luece, Mary Anne of Austria. 

J. Upon the tiemise of their king Don 
j5.^ * Juan, the Portuguese resolved to begin 
the campaign with extraordinary vigour, 
lest their enemies should take advantage of 
their recent loss ; and the minority of their 
prince : but, failing in an attempt to surprise a 
Spanish fortreSBS, they drew upon themselves the 
mischief which they sought to avoid ; for the 
duke de St. Gecmaine, an Italian nobleman of 
great merit, being entrusted wi^ the command 
of Don Philip's army, soon effected the reduc- 
tion of Olivenza, one of the strongest places in 
Portugal, and soon afterwards added the town 
and castle of Moron to this important conquest. 
In Catalonia . the Spaniards were less success* 
ful, and the subsequent destruction of several 
rich galleons, by admiral 31ake, in the island 
of Tenerifie, occa»oned an universal conster- 
nation : but these heavy calamities seemed to 
be totally forgotten, and the public sorrow was 
converted into general rejoicings, on the birth 
of a prince, who was baptized by the name of 
Philip Prosper* About this time, also, the 
Catalonians returned to their obedience. After 
Ihe war between Spain and France had been car- 
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ricd on for seviefal years without any ma- . j^ 
terial advantages, the court of Madrid j^^g' 
deemed it expedient to accede to a ne- 
gociation, which, upon a former occasion^ they 
had rejected with contempt* Accordingly a mes- 
senger was sent to carduial Mazarine, and pre- 
liminary articles were settled at Paris, in conse- 
quence of whict\ the two ministers met on the 
frontiers, at a place called the Isle (^Pheasants, 
and concluded a definitive treaty, by which the 
infanta was to be given in marriage to the most 
Christian king, and a district ii> sovereignty 
which had been designed for the prince of Conde 
was to be yielded to the crown of France. On 
the 3d of June the projected marriage was so- 
lemnized, by proxy, at Fontarabia ; and next 
morning, the queen mother, with cafxlinal Maza- 
rine, had an interview with his cathc^c majesty 
and the infanta. The treaty was then sworn to 
with great solemnity, by both kings ; and the 
two courts left each other in terms of the most 
cordial friendship* 

Don Juan was now moderately sue- . j^ 
cessful in the war against Portugal ; ^55^^ 
but the Spanish ministers were displeased 
with his conduct ; and persuaded his majesty . 
to confer the command of his army upon the 
marquis de Carracena. This nobleman flat- 
tered his employers with the hope of reducing 
the revolted kingdom in a single campsdgn ; 
but, after an unsuccessful attempt upon Villa-* 
viciosa, he was defeated, in the plsdn of Montes 
Claros, with prodigious loss, four thousand vete- 
rans being slain on the field of battle, and a still 
greater number taken prisoners* The news of 
this disaster had such an effect upon Philip, 

Vol. XV. Cc 
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that he actually fiunted away wi& the dispatchet 
in his hand. The ministers were now over- 
whelmed with confusion ; the populace exclaim- 
ed that Don Juan had been betrayed^ and the. 
glory of Castile sacrificed by an unprincipled ca- 
bal ; and the public confudon was greatly aug- 
mented by an irruption of the Portuguese troops 
into Andalusia. 

In this melancholy dtuation of afTairSy the 
lung was seized with a dysentery, which ter- 
minated his mortal existence in the sixty-first 
year of his s^, and the Ibrty-fifth of his reign. 
He left the crown to his son Don Carlosi who 
was to be placed, during his minority, under the 
tutelage of the queen and a council of regency* 
His remains were deposited in that magnificent 
dormitory of the Spanish kings, called Uie Pan- 
theon, which he had rebiult in the year 1655* 

Philip IV. was a prince of good natural abili- 
ties but his education was inadequate to the situa- 
tion which he filled ; and the artifices of count 
de Olivarez kept him so long in a state of indo- 
lence, that he could not afterwards attain a pro- 
per degree of application. He appears to have 
loved magnificence ; and, though the greatest 
part of his reign was clouded by misfi>rtunes or 
disappointments, he certainly had the grandeur 
of the Spanish monarchy at heart. 
^ J. The young king, Charles IL» was 

1666. ioAUgurated shorUy after the perform- 
ance of his father's X obsequies, and, 
though scarcely four years of age, he disjdayed 
such promising parts that, when he was pro- 

* The infiuit Don Philip died about three yean befont 

this period. 
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cbumed in the Netherlands, the peot>le expressed 
an expectation that he would resemble his &^ 
mous ancestor the emperor Charles V. Unfor- 
tunately) however, the queen mother was equally 
Ibnd of power, and unable to govern with pnn 
priety ; and her misconduct incapacitated the 
prince, upon figure occasions, from making the 
needful reformations in his distracted kingdom*^ 
Having prevailed on her dying consort to 
exclude Don Juan from the administration, this 
princess introduced into the council of regency 
&ther Nitard, her confessor, a man of very 
moderate capacity, and almost totally unac- 
quainted with the state of public affairs. By 
tiie advice of this person, she made a solemn ac- 
knowledgment of the independence of Portu- 
e, and concluded a dishonourable peace with 
Ills XIV. The states w^re much displeased 
at these proceedings, and unanimously entreated 
the regent to employ Don Juan, as the only man 
whom they conceived capable of restoring the 
credit and sustaining the weight of the govern- 
ment : but, as she was unwilling to adopt a mea- 
sure which might prejudice her ecclesiastical 
favourite, she proposed to Don Juan the govern- 
ment of the Low Countries, which he readily 
accepted. When about to embark for the place 
of his destination^ the prince was informed that 
his secretary, Don Joseph de Malladas, had 
been put to death by a warrant from the regent. 
Hereupon he returned to one of his estates, and 
formed so powerful a party that, after a few re- 
monstrances, father Nitard thought it advisable 
to retire into Italy, where he obtuned a car- 
dinal's hat ; whilst his chagrined mistress was 
obliged to declare Don Juan lieutenant-general 
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of Airagon, in order to remove him !h>m the 
cabinet. 

- Meanwhile Charles II. grew up, aB4 
j'^y^l the period arrived for declaring him of 
age. A few days after the ceremmiy, 
his mother required him to sign an act bf which 
he was to acknowledge that, on account of his 
tender {^ and inexperience) he still needed the 
assistance of the queen and her council of re- 
gency : but he refused to put his name to it, 
and said with a determined air, '^ I hope God, 
who hath made me a king, will enable me to 
discharge the dudes of my high station, and to 
become the fether of my peoi^e/' His mother 
f^as confounded at this unexpected answer, and 
to prevent the consequences of it, she is said 
to have mixed some drugs with his chocolate, 
which debilitated both his mind and body. 
Certain it is that, in the course of a few wedu, 
he lost his wonted spirits, and his future imbe- 
cility proved highly detrimental to the interests 
of lus kin^om. 

Father Nitard was succeeded, in the queen's 
council, by Don Hernando de Valenzuela, a 
young man of great bravery and generosity, 
but destitute of those qualities which are indis- 
pensably necessary for governing. He adhered 
with strict fidelity to his benefactress ; caused 
the king to be continually surrounded with his 
creatures ; and made some exertions for ac- 
quiring the esteem of the populace : but he had 
no idea of restoring the reputation of the sink- 
ing state ; and his vanity gave a colour to the 
popular clamour which was quickly raised 
against him. 

Meanwhile Don Juan, who governed Arragon 
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with an authority superior to that of its ancient 
tnonarchs, derived augmenting respectability 
from his own judicious conduct* Simple in 
dress and modest in deportment, he added to 
the Spanish regularity that spirit which at first 
gave it reverence, and made the public welfare 
the first object of his administration* His strict 
adherence to the Arragonian constitution, and 
the impartiality of his conduct upon aU oc- 
casions, were mentioned with rapture at Ma- 
drid ; and many ^f the Castilian nobles resolved 
to use their utmost exertions to place him at the 
head of government. Accordingly an asso- 
ciation was formed for this purpose, and Charles 
readily consented to a personal interview with 
Don Juan, in which he learned the true state of 
his dominions, and the methods by which his 
groaning sul^ects nught be relieved. In con- 
sequence of this interview, the queen mother' 
was removed to Toledo ; Valenzuela was de- 
graded, and sent to the Philippines i and Don 
Juan was honoured, both by plebeians and> 
patricians, as the friend and protector of his 
country. Shortly after this occurrence, a fruit- - 
less and protracted war was terminated between 
the courts of France and Spain by the treaty of/ 
Nimeguen. 

The queen, during her administration, had- 
negociated a treaty of marriage between tier 
son and Maria Antonietta, the daughter of the 
emperor ; but Don Juan concluded another 
widi Maria Louisa, daughter of the duke of 
Orleans*. This marriage seems to have been 
equally satisfactory to the king and the Span- 
ish nobles : yet it was, afiterwards, improved 
into the cause cf Don Juan's disgrace ; and that 
Co 3 
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prince was so deeply affected by the base ca« 
lumnies of his enemies, that he fell ill, and died 
of a broken heart« He had no sooner exiHred, 
than the eyes of the populace were opened to 
the fallacy of their own prejudices ; even hia 
most implacable enemies were convinced of 
his disinterestedness ; and the whole naUon ac-> 
knowledged that in him the virtues of the Span* 
ish house of Austria had made its last effort* 
The king, however, was so &r from regretting 
his loss, that he went immediately to Toledo, 
and brought back the queen motiier, as if to 
tnumph over the ashes of a man whose zeal 
for his country had proved inimical to her am- 
bition. 
^ jj /Charles, by a strange indecorum, con- 
1680. summated his marriage in one of the poor* 
est villages of Old Castile, whence he 
conducted the new queen to Burgos, and, after- 
wards, made a pompous entry into Madrid. 
The affsdrs of the Spanish court were at this 
time, in the greatest perplexity imaginable ; for 
the king was unable to fix upon a minister ; the 
young queen was disgusted with an etiquette so 
dissonant to her education ; the French ambas* 
«ador delivered his master's haughty messages 
in a manner which rendered them still more dia* 
tasteful ; and Louis XIV« as if anxious to in- 
sult his catholic majesty's circumstances, insisted 
upon several humiliating concessions to die nanvK 
and power of France. 

After mature deliberation, the duke de Me* 
dina Cceli was placed at the head of adminis- 
tration : but his talents proved unequal to hia 
undertaking ; and the nation was mvolved in 
complete confusion* Unable (q redress 90 many 
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eviiSf and confounded at the entire deficiency - 
of funds,. he reduced the copper coin from ita 
nominal to its real value, by which absurd mea« 
sure money was rendered still more scarce and 
provisions much dearer. The copper was then 
called in, and his majesty promised to pay its 
value in six months ; but, as his inability was 
universally known, this only served to increase 
the public discontent* In this alarming ex« 
igence, many of the grandees were obliged to 
sell or coin their plate ; the king's domestics 
left the palace for want of subsistence ; the navy 
was almost annihilated; the soldiers on the 
frontiers deserted for want of pay ; and even 
the governors of fortresses quitted their respec- 
tive charges to represent in person, what they 
had already represented by letter without effect* 
Spain was now become truly despicable in the 
sight of her allies, and her enemies triumphed 
4n her accumulated misfortunes. France made 
encroachments in Biscay, Rouillon, and the 
XiOW Countries ; the elector of Brandenbui^h 
seized on a Spanish galleon for the payment of 
some subsidies that were due to him ; and the 
prince regent of Portugal compelled the unfor- 
tunate ministry to relinquish the bland of Bu- 
enos Ayres, which had been in the possession of 
their nation for upwards of one hundred and 
forty years. The death of the queen of France, 
his cathdic majesty's sbter, was an additional 
misfortune to the court of Madrid ; and the vio- 
lence committed by Louis XIV. contrary to the 
peace of Nimeguen, roused the populace to 
madness, and overwhelmed the ministry with 
consternation. 
,AX this distressing conjuncture^ the duke de 
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Medina Coeli resigned his post, in order to free 
himself ffx>m the increasing clamour of the peo* 
pie ; but this resignation had no mible effect up* 
. on public affidr8« The French monarch, under 
pretence of obtsdning an equivalent for the coun- 
tf of Alost, took possession of Courtray and 
Dixmude ; and the Spaniards were consequently 
driven to the necessdty of dedaring war j but, as 
none of thdr allies chose to provoke the ven- 
geance of tiie powerful aggressor, their exertions 
proved entirely fhutless, and they were soon ob- 
liged to conclude a truce for twenty years, upon 
very disadvantageous terms* 

-. The dishonourable termination of this 
2684. "^^^^ induced his catholic majesty to be- 
gin a thorough reformation in the affairs 
of his kingdom. Accordingly, many foreign 
commodities j^ere prohibited, in order to correct 
luxury ; some unpopular taxes were repealed ; 
many supernumerary -offices were suppressed ; 
and some vigorous exertions were made for the 
formation of a confederacy which might curi) 
the overgrown power of France* Still, however* . 
the nation resounded with murmurs and loud 
complaints ; and the court was harassed by the 
intrigues of the queen dowager, who rendered 
the Ufe of her daughter-in-law completely mise^ 
rabie, and acted towards her, upon various oc- 
casions, with savage brutality ; interdicting her 
from attending upon her husband when his ill 
health required her assiduities, and depriving 
her as much as possible of the king's company 
and affedtioD. The young queen died on the 
12th of February, not without suspicion of poi- 
son ; and on the 15th of June following, his ma- 
jesty espoused the princess Mary Ann^ daughter 



of the elector P^tmey and sister to the reipung 
empress. 

in consequence of a violation ^^ ^^ y^ p, 
late truce on the part of Louis XIV* all ^689. 
commerce was prohibited both in Spain 
and the Low Countries ; and all French effiscts 
were seized by an express order from Madrid* 
The duke de Noailles took the field early on the 
side of Rousillon^ and made himself master of 
Campredon : but he was so warmly attacked by 
the duke de Vilhahermosa^ that he was compelled 
to evacuate his new conquest* The Spaniards 
continued to press the enemy during the re- 
mainder of the campaign^ and levied some hear 
vy contributions in Rousillon ; and in Flanders 
the. French troops were repulsed in some at* 
tempts which they made upon four {daces be-^ 
longing to his catholic majesty. In Barbary^ 
however, the Spanish arms were attended witb 
less success ; for the emperor of Morocco mad& 
himself master of Laroche, obliged the garrisoi> 
to surrender at discretion, and threw qiost oC 
. them into a dungeon. 

A message from the new pope, Alexander 
VIIL exhorting the king to peace, occasioned 
one of the best written answers that ever issued 
fitMn the court of Madrid^ All the insults which. 
Spain had received from the French monarch, 
were strongly set forth ; his holiness was remind- 
ed that it was become ab^utely necessary, for 
the safety of Christendom, to circumscribe, aa 
exorbitant power which had, upon various occa- 
sions, injured and oppressed all the states of Eu- 
rope ; and that the present war was perfectiy 
consistent with the duties of Christian princes,, 
1|ound'to protect their subjects against a poten* 
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tiate whoy in open defiance of justice) had so fre- 
quently violated the most solemn treaties* 
^ jy^ Shortly after the publication of this 

25pi.' manifesto^ thedukeof Vilahermosa com- 
pelled the enemy to retire from Catalo* 
nia ; the Spanish fleet ravaged the^ maritime 
parts of the country near Perpignan ; and France 
perceived, with sensible chagrin, that she was no^ 
longer able to make those impressions which had 
formerly rendered her so formidable to her 
neighbours. About the same time a plate fleet 
arrived safely at Cadiz, vrith thirty millions on 
board, which enabled his majesty to make scnne 
necessary remittances into Italy and the Low 
Countries. In the month of September, Charle» 
was seized with so virient an indisposition, that 
his death was generally expected, and the gran- 
dees began freely to canvass the succession; 
some proposing to-send for the young archduke^ 
and others insinuating the pn^riety of adopting; 
the second son of the dauphin. But the lung's 
recovery put an end, for the present, to these in- 
trigues, and the public attention was chiefly turn- 
ed to the progress of the vrar. 

The coast of Spain seemed to have suffered 
materiaUy, liuring this campaign, from the ex- 
ertions of the French admiral, marshal d'Etrees 9 
marshal Noulles.made an irruption into the 
kingdom of Arragon ; and the reduction of 
Mons in Flanders, overwhelmed the Spanish mi-^ 
nistry with terror and amazement. The loss of 
Mons, however, produced a very good effect ; 
for hb catholic majesty resolved inmiediately 
to detach, in some measure, these distant domi- 
nions from his crown. Accordingly, letters pa- 
tent were dispatched to his serene highness the 



elector of Bavaria) declarkig him hereditary go^ 
vernor of the Low Countries, with much greater 
powers than had been granted to the archduke 
Leopold, or to Don Juan of Austria. 

Whilst the war was carried cm with prettf 
equal success, the Spaniards were universallf 
elated by a rumour of the queen's pregnancy : 
but tlus was discovered to be feUacious ; and the 
intrigues for the settlement of the succession 
were renewed with greater vigour than even 
The queen and the count de On^sa urged his 
majesty to decide in &vour of the electoral prince 
of Bavaria ; but the caixiinals Cordova and 
Portocarrero, with several great politicians, de* 
clared in behalf of the emperor's second son. 
This contention was extremely unpleasant to the 
reigning prince, as seeming to anticipate the 
hour of his dissolution ; and, except the imperial 
minister, none of the ambassadors could be per* 
suaded to interfere upon such an occasion. 

Marshal de Tourville, after hovering for a con* 
siderable time about the Spanish coast, appeared 
t)efoie Roses, in Catalonia, and commenced a 
bombardment, which soon obliged the^ governor 
to capitulate. In the course of the same month, 
he surprised the Smyrna fleet, between Lagos 
and Cadiz, destroyed four men of war, and ei- 
ther captured or burnt eighty Dutch and £ng« 
lish i^ps richly laden. About this time, alsoi 
his catholic majesty received intelligence of the 
loss of Charleroi, which had been defended by 
the marquis of Castile, with a garrison of- four 
thousand live hundred men. 

Notwithstanding these heavy misfortunes, 
Charies steadily rejected all the overtures of the 
French monarchy and resolved to proseqiute the 
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war with xinabated vigour ; but^ on the duke of 
Savoy's making a separate peace, and in conse- 
quence of the reduction of Barcelona, Ath, and 
Carthagena, he was compelled to accept of such 
terms as his allies deemed reasonable. Accord- 
ingly, a treaty was signed at the castle of Rys- 
wick, by which most of the recent conquests 
were mutually restored. 

_ As Charles had the *double mortifica- 
1698. ^^^ ®^ seeing himself without offspring, 
^ and hearing his courtiers perpetually 
clamouring respecting the succession, he, at 
length, resolved to make a will in favour of the 
electoral prince of Bavaria, which was strictly 
consonant with the disposition of his father, Philip 
IV. and with the renunciations upon which that 
disposition was founded : but the young prince, 
whom he had destined for hb successor, died 
soon after this arrangement ; and the court of 
Madrid was again involved in intrigue and per^ 
plexity. 

In the spring of 1699, his catholic majesty 
went to visit the tombs of his ancestors at the 
Escurial, and ordered the coffins of his mother 
and first queen to be opened. Of the former, no- 
thing was perfect but one hand, which the king 
kissed and bathed with tears : but the latter re- 
mained entire, and even the colour of the feice 
was unchanged ; a circumstance which surprised 
the royal visitor so much, that he immediately 
retired. This incident occasioned various spe- 
culations : but it seems that Philip IV. had done 
the same in the year 1655 ; and it was then ob-. 
served, that the body of Charles V. appeared 
more fresh than that of his own queen Elizabeth^ 
who died but nine years before* 
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Shortly after Ms return from the Ea- 
«urial, the king appointed Don Fran- ^ * 
Cisco de Moles, duke of Pareta, his am- 
bassador to the court of Vienna, with the warm- 
est assurances of affectionate attachment to the 
reigning family, from whence it was reported^ 
that a new will had been made in &vour of the 
archduke. About this time, the court was thrown 
into complete confusion by a monk, who affirm- 
ed that Ms majesty was bewitched, and that his 
ill health resulted from magical charms, and 
practices with e^ spirits* This ridiculous asser- 
tion was readily believed, and the king was 
actually exorcised; but, as he received no sort of 
benefit, the eyes of the nobles were i^ned to 
their own folly, and the ecclesiastic was delivered 
into the hands of the inquisition* The king's 
confessor, who had adopted similar notions, was 
also disgraced, and sent prisoner to a monastery* 

Upon hearing that the different powers of Eu- 
rope had actually mtwle a partition of his terri- 
tories, his catholic majesty wrote to the empe- 
ror, and requested Mm to send the archduke 
Charles privately into Spain* To tMs request, 
however, he received no immediate answer; and 
Ms mind became so distracted by the memorials 
of the allies, the misunderstandings among his 
own ministers, and his want of a faithful confi. 
dent, that he frequently traversed his apartment 
in the utmost perturbation, wringing his hands 
like one in despur, and exclaiming with all the 
vehemence of anxious inquietude, <* Where is 
my son? Where is Charles ? Where is the arch- 
duke?" At length he understood that the em- 
peror had refused to send him ; and this intelli- 
gence, together with a menacing memorial &oak 
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the French minister, threi¥ lum Into an sagomj 
which threatened his immediate dissolution. - 

After the first violence of his emotions had. 
subsided, Charles seemed to recover strength ; 
and, at the instigation of cardinal Portocar- 
rero, he made a new will in favour of Philip, 
duke of Anjou. He also wrote to the duke of 
Pareta, to acquaint him with the state of his 
health ; and his physicians began to entertain 
such i^ijiguine hopc»», that public rejoicings were, 
made, at Ma^drid and Brussels, for his supposed 
r^covety^ But, on the 26th of the m<Mith, he re- 
l^p^ed with mortal symptoms, and, after lan- 
guishing five days, he expired in the thirty-ninth, 
year of hi^ ^g)s, and the thirty-fifth of his teign* 
in tbi^ prince ^nded a branch of Austria, which, 
li^d giv^n five ^verdgns to the Spanish natioik 



CHAPTER V. 

jFrom tfie Jccemon.of Flu&fi V. to ihe geperal 
Peace qf 1301. 

AS the late king's testament received the sano^ 
tion of Louis XIV. and the dauphin, Philip 
of Anjou was solemnly proclaimed on the 24th 
of November ; on the fourth of the ensuing 
month he set out for his new dominicms^ where 
he was received with every possible mark of 
esteem and loyalty. There were, indeed, some 
few persons who entered a protest against the va- 
lidity of Charles's will : but these were soon re- 
moved from the cabinet, and the new sovereign 
entered his capital amidst the aoclamations of a 
prodigious concourse of spectators* His en* 



p^g manners and a£bbie depottmeht, insei>- 
siblf won the hearts of the poptdace ; his cle^ 
inency and pkty were equally pleasing tt> the 
grandees and ecdesiaslics $ and his marriage 
t^th a lovely and amiable princess of Savoy, ope^ 
rated as a fresh chahn upon the whole nation* 
Philip honoured the dty of Barcelona . _. 
with the celebration of his nuptials ; and j^^^* 
in an assembly of the states, convened at 
the same place, he gave a specimen of his wis- 
dom and equity, which it would be unpardonable 
to pass over in silence. — A son of the duke de 
Medina Sidonia, one of the most powerful and 
opulent noblemen in-Spain, had insulted an o& 
ficer of the revenue who attempted to siearch his 
eqnipajge, and, in cdnseqUence of some alterca- 
tion, shot him through the head* Cardind 
Portocarrero immediately caused the young lord 
to be apprehended, and dispatched an account of 
the whole transaetion tt> Barcelona; as being un- 
willing to take any ste]>s i^ithout the n>yal com- 
mand, in such an important affair. PAilip, hav- 
ing read the cardinaPs letter, called the duke de 
Medina into his cabinet; and demanded Mrhat 
punishment should be inflicted on the son of d 
grandee who had killed an officer of the revenue 
for doing his duty. The duke after some con- 
sideration, replied, that the offence was of a ve^ 
ry heinous nature ; that the youiig man, let him 
be of what rank he might, should be sentenced 
to perpetual imprisonment, and that his &ther 
should be obliged to provide for the widow and 
femily of the deceased. " You have spoken;'* 
rejoined his majesty, << upon this occasion like a 
king, and I must therefore speak to you as a fa* 
ther. The culprit is your own son ^ send him 



to one of your castlesy and detain jiim tliere tiH 
he becomes truly repentant for his &ult^ With 
respect to the unhappy &mily of my officer, I 
entirely approve of your judgment, and am per- 
4Miaded that you will cheeHuUy allow them a 
hapdsome maintenance." The duke was deeply 
affected by this act of his sovereign's clemency; 
and) from that momeut adhered to his interests 
with unshaken fidelity* 

The interests of Spain, with respect to foreign 
affairs, were now entirely managed by Louis 
XI v.. who displayed equal spirit and prudence 
in contrivance; but, having outlived all the great 
^ministers who had contributed to the elevation 
of his glory, he sometimes &iled in execution. 
Though he probably outwitted the allies in ad- 
hering to the spirit rather than to the letter of tlie 
partition treaty, they took an equal advantage, 
by persevering in such a conduct as rendered it 
impossible for him to discern whether they had 
resolved upon peace or war* His Britannic ma- 
jesty and the states of Holland acknowledged 
Philip upon his accession, and the latter, by this 
act of complaisance, recovered twenty-two bat- 
talions of veteran troops that were dispersed in 
the garrisons of the Low Countries ; yet in the 
beginning of September the grand alliance was 
signed ; which measure would, probably, have 
been prevented, if France had acted with her 
wonted energy. 

In consequence of a recent insurrection among 
the Neapditans, and some other unpleasant cir- 
cumstances, Philip was obliged to leave his new 
kingdom and consort, almost as soon as he had 
received them ; and to make a tour into Italy» 
)Ie was also compelled to rely ujpoa the counsel 
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and conduct of others ; having, as yet, no mill- 
tary eitperience, and being too young to form 
such notions of men and things as were requisite 
in the government of a nation, distracted in 
councils, divided in affections, and in point of 
power and treasure almost exhausted. He had, 
however, the consolation to witness the anival of 
the plate-fleet, towards the close of the year, 
with a cargo of sixty millions ; and he fortunate- 
ly prevented the loss of Cadiz, by refusing ad- 
mission to the fieet of the allies, which had 
craftily demanded entrance into the port without 
commencing hostilities. 

Having made all the necessary ar- 
i7oa. rangenients,- and obtained a subsidy of 
' one million from the Cataionians, his 
majesty embarked at Barcelona, on the 8th of 
April, and on the 1 5th of the same month' land- 
ed in the bay of Naples. His entry into the 
city, on the next morning, seemed to tranquil- 
lize the minds of the people ; and his subsequent 
remission of some heavy arrears, threw them in- 
to such a transport of joy, that when the nobility 
made him a free gift of three hundred thousand 
ducats, the commons voted him four hundred 
thousand. He then expressed his intention of 
passing over to Sicily ; but, on hearing that the 
late Spanbh ministry had so cruelly impoverish- 
ed the nobles of that island as to render it iiinpo^- 
sMe for them to sustain the expence of a-foyal 
visit, he contented himself with issuing out or- 
ders for the recal of exiles, and the restoration of 
honours atid estates to those persons trho had 
been treated, during the reign of his predecessor, 
with unjust severity. 

Having grsoited an amnesty to aH wlio hail 
Dd^ 
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been concerned in the late troubles, Philip quit- 
ted Naples on the 2d of June, and proceeded to 
the duchy of Milan, whence he repaired to the 
army. On the 15th of August he signalized 
himself) with the duke de Vendosme, in the fa« 
jnous battle of Lazara* The Imperialists, being 
animated by the presence and example of prince 
Eugene, were very near destroying the united 
armies of France and Spain ; but the leaders of 
their enemies were equally valiant, and Philips 
. in particular, gave the most convincing proofs of 
heroism and patience* At length, after an ob> 
stinate conflict and a prodigious eflusion of blood, 
the combatants separated, each side claiming the 
victory, and singing a solemn Te Deum* The 
advantage, however, was certainly on the side of 
the two crowns, for, on the next day, they took 
Lazara wi^ all the enemy's magazines ; and this 
conquest was speedily followed' by the reduction 
of Burgoforte and Guastalla* 

Meanwhile, the queen of Spodn opened the 
states of Arragon, and, leaving them sitting at 
Saragossa, [MXKeeded to Madrid, where her arri* 
val created universal sadsfaction, and effectually 
damped some spariis of rebellion which had been 
l^ndled by an appearance of the enemy's fleet 
before Cadiz, Upon the first rumour of that 
circumstance, she declared in council her readi* 
ness to go to Andalusia, and even to dispose of 
iier jewels, if supplies wene wanting. She also 
discovered equal-firmness after the nusfortune at 
Vigo, where the French marine was nearly ruin- 
ed,*and the Spaniards lost, according to the tnosi, 
moderate accounts, eight millions of gold* On 
the 20th of September, his catholic majesty re-' 
turned to Barcelona^ and^ aoon .after, to Madrid) 
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where cardinal Portocarrero still acted as prime 
minister* 

About the middle of January, cardinal ^ 
d'Etrees arrived at Madrid, with the title ^' "' 
of ambassador from his most Christian 
majesty. Upon the advice of this prelate, Phi- 
lip thought proper to provide for the reception 
of his confederated enemies; and accordingly 
issued out orders for recruiting the Spanish in- 
fantry, for remounting the cavalry, and for rais- 
ing a powerful body of standing forces, undec 
the title of " troops of the household.'' A con- 
siderate sum of money was sent about the 
same time to France, in order to indemnify Louis 
for the capture of his ships at Vigo, and his sub- 
jects for the loss of their property. This mea- 
sure, however, was loudly condemned by the ge- 
nerality of the Spaniards ; the duke de Medma 
Coeli resigned his employments in disgust ; and 
even the cardinal Portocarrero solicited permis- 
sion to retire to his diocese of Toledo. 

In the mean time, the admirante of Castile, 
who had treacherously retired into Portugal, 
with a numerous train and immense sums of mo- 
ney, persuaded the ministers of the allies, that, 
if the archduke was once declared king of Spain, 
Philip might be easily dethroned ; that the ma- 
jorityof the Spaniards were warmly attached to 
the bou^ of Austria ; and that it was rather the 
irresolution of Vienna than the succours oT 
France, which had hitherto maintained the son 
of the dauphin in possession of the Castilian 
diadem. Upon these assurances, his&ithfiil 
majesty entered into the grand alliance; Leopold 
and his son made a solemn renunciation of all 
tb^eir pittensions i and the archduke was publicly 
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declared king of Spdci, at Vienna, bf the name 
of Charles III. 

These proceedings, together ^th softie vin- 
dictive manifestoes, published bf the archduke 
and the king of Portt^l, induced PhiHp to draw 
up a declaration, in which he established his right 
iipon the ^rest grounds, and observed liiat he 
had been solemnly acknowledged bf those very 
jjowers which were now engaged to strip him <rf 
the regal dignity. This declaration, however, 
had no effect ; and the affies resolved to execute 
their project by force of arms. 

After his catholic majesty had taken and de- 
ftiolished several places on the frontiers of Portu- 
gal, and defeated a considerable part of the Eng- 
lish and Dutch auxiliaries, the fleet of the allies, 
tinder the command of Sir Gkiorge Rooke, re- 
duced the important fortress of Gibraltar, which 
they left under the protection of the prince of 
Darmstadt and a numerous garrison. An en- 
gi^ment soon afterward took place between the 
confederates and the French fleet, in which both 
parties claimed the victory t but Sir George 
Rooke had so little ammunition, that his obhging 
the enemy to retire, added as much to^his repu- 
tation as the nlost decisive victory would have 
done, if It had been gained previously to his 
conqiiest of Gibraltar. 

In the prei^nt distressing exigence, Phiiip 
found it equally iriipossible to defend his domi- 
iiions without levying hew tastes, and to impose 
those national burdens without exciting peipfe- 
tual murmurs, and frequent insurrections. He 
had the mortification to perceive that his subjects 
persisted in their aversion to the customs of 
France ; arid tiie commerce of his kihgdoih was 
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so effectually ruined) that he ivas obliged to per* 
aait even his eneimes to resume it, provided they 
made use of neutral vessels. However, he made 
aome tSarU which were equaDy ccmsistent with 
his royal character, and necessary for the pre^ 
servation of his crown. He established a fund 
for the maintenance of the army> and prudently 
supplied its deficiendes by borrowing of the trea* 
surer of the French troops* He ra^ed a nume- 
rous body of household troops, after the exam- 
pie of his^ grand&ther, and contrived to draw 
many young men of respectable families to enter 
into his service. He also fixed a cabinet coun- 
cil, and took every possible precaution for the ge- 
neral safety of his people. 

Conscious o£ the importance of Gibraltar} 
and eager to wrest it from its new possessors, 
Philip sent the marquis de Villadarias to besiege 
it, in the month of Octobers but, after a prodi- 
gious loss both of men and money, the project 
was found impracticable, and consequently relin- 
quished.^ 

In the ensuing spring, the Portuguese and 
their allies invested Salvaterra, and bribed the 
governor to open the gates : but the garrison, 
consisting of four hundred and thirty men, chose 
to be conducted prisoners to Lisbon, rather ih^ik 
to take up arms against their lawfol sovereign* 
Valencia de Alcantara made a vigorous defence ; 
for the governor Afonzo de Mariaga, sustained 
five tremendous assaults ; and when he surren- 
dered, his remainmg troops seized the arms of 
their escort, and made their escape. The re- 
duction of Albuquerque in Estramadura, termi- 
nated this campaign. 
. Philip's distress at the loss of these places, was 
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ISellious admirahte. A plot was discovered at 
Granada, for murdering the ganisbn ; afiother, 
of a similar nature, was accidentally detected 
at Valencia ; and, jafter some tikne; it appeared 
teit d project had been formed to secure the 
persons of their catholic majesties at Bnen Re^ 
6rOj and to carry them prisoners to Lisbon, or^ 
in case of resistante, to assassinate them by the 
thiy. Ais this discovery involved the iH^rquii 
de Leganez, governor of Buen Retiro, in siispi- 
eion, he was arrested and sent prisoner to Pam- 
I^hma : biit he y^As aftern^rd permitted to re- 
move into France, and lived in universal esteem 
at Paris, whilst the disappointed admirante fell 
HI at Lisbon, and eventually died of a broken 
hbart* 

A grand fleet of the allies, commanded l^ the 
earl of » Peterborough and Sir Cloudesley Shovel; 
trailed front Lisbon to Catalonia, whevt they land- 
ed a body of ten thousand men, and laid close 
siege to Barcelona. Hereupon Francisco de 
Velasco, Philip's viceroy, called a fheeting of 
the inhabitants, and told them that any person 
who chose might now go out to the besiegers^ | 
but that, if he (K^coVered any treachery after- 
ward, he would punish it with relientless severi- 
ty ; but no one accepted of this proposal. When 
the prince of Darmstadt made the first attack, 
lie met with a desperate resistance, which prov* 
ed &tal to himself and about five hundred £ng- 
Hsh troops: but the earl of Peterborough brought 
up such a powerful reinforcement, that the for- 
tress of Montjuic was soon carried, and Batx:e- 
lona was surrendered on capitulation. All Cata- 
lonia, except Roses, now declared for the areh< 



doiae, and the langdom of Valencia followed 
this example. 

After mature deliberation) and a promise of 
ample succours from France^ his catholic maje^ 
ty marched toward Barcelona with an army of 
twenty thousand men, while the count de Thou- 
|oi^ blocked it up by sea, and the duke of No- 
^illes brought a nu^nerous body of troops into the 
field, in order to prevent the Catalonians frcmi 
disturbing the siege* However, in consequence 
of several delays and various untoward circum* 
9ta]3ces, the count de Thoulouse was eventualljr 
compelled to witlxdraw his squadrcm, and Philip 
was obliged to retire, with the mortification of 
leaving not only his artillery and magazines, but 
even his sick and wounded adherents, to the 
mercy of the allies. . 

Upon the subsequent success of the con£ede« 
fiites at Alcantara, Ciudad, Rodrigo, and Sala-. 
noaOjCa, M« Amelot, the French ambassador, held 
ft kind of assembly of the nobles, at Madrid ; 
and beg^d to be &voured with an explicit decla<« 
Tsfiioa of their sentiments, s»nce his most Christ 
tian majesty had no inclination to impose hia. 
grandson upon them, and it was become abso- 
lutely necessary that they should consider for 
whom, and by what means they would act for 
restoring tb6 Uessings of tranquillity and of a 
legal government tp their country. The duke 
4e Medina Coeli answered, in the name of i^e 
grandees, that, although they had received some 
unjust slights and other causes of complaint un« 
der the present government, yet they were in^ 
Yiolably attached to kii^ PhiUp, and both their 
lives and fortunes should be cheerfully devoted ta 
his Si»^ice* This answer gave full &atis&ction.j» 
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mdf after some con^deration, the rojai fiunilf 
retired to Burgos. 

The army of the allies, as had been expected, 
marched directly into New Castile, and took pos- 
session of Madrid ; but, as the archduke was 
fully engaged in the reduction of Arragon, and. 
the eati of Peteiboroug^ was em|doy^ before 
Valencia, they were soon expeUed by the united 
forces of France and Spsdn, and forced to retreat 
to the strong camp of Guadalaxanu Philip 
' then returned to his capital, and took the most 
vigilant methods for re-establishing his affiiirs* 
AU the nobles who had declared for Charles UL 
were punished with banishment, and confisca- 
tion of their estates ; several hereditary offices 
cf great profit were annexed to the crown ; and 
voluntary contributions were drawn from the 
clergy by a well-timed representation of the 
effects which must result from the success of he« 
retics. About this time the count de Yillars 
recovered the island of Minorca, which had 
thrown off its allegiance ; and^e populace were 
delighted by a declaration of the quel's preg- 
nancy* 

^ ^ Early in the spring of this year, the 
2^QM* marquis de las Minas and the earl of 
Galway took the field, with about six- 
teen thousand horse and foot, in order to destroy 
the Spanish magazines, and to cover the king- 
dom of Valencia from the attacks of marshal 
Berwick. Upon their resolving to besiege the 
castle of Villuna, the marshal marched to its re- 
lief, and a battle ensued, in the plains of Alman- 
xa, which terminated in the utter defeat of the 
allies. The marquis de las Minas was dange- 
lousty wounded) and his mistress, who had ac- 
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companied him in an Amazonian habit, was 
killed by his side. The earl of Galway had al- 
so two wounds in the face, which prevented hina 
from giving orders ; colonel Hill with the re- 
mains of thirteen battalions were made prisoners 
on the banks of the Xucar ; and one hundred 
and twenty standards, with all the baggage and 
artillery, fell into the hands of the conquerors. 
Shortly after this victory, the kingdoms of Arra- 
gon and Valencia were reduced and deprived of 
their privileges. The city of Saragossa was 
mulcted, on this occasion, in a fine of forty-five 
thousand pistoles, and a column of infamy was 
erected on the ruins of Xativa. After some 
time, however, a royal edict was promulgated, 
by which the nobles of Arragon and Valencia 
were rendered capable of all offices and honours 
throughout his majesty's dominions, and per- 
mission was granted to rebuild Xativa, under the 
name of St.^ Philip. 

The 25th qf August was marked by the birth 
of a prince, who was baptized by the name of 
Dewis, and acknowledged presumptive heir to 
the crown of Castile, and all its dependencies. 
Cardinal Portocarrero made a present, upon this 
occasion, of five thousand pistoles to the royal 
treasury ; the queen dowager made public re- 
joicings for three days at Bayonne ; and many 
of the grandees who had withdrawn themselves 
from court, embraced so &vourable an opportu- 
nity of making their peace with the king. In 
the month of October, Charles III. espoused the 
princess of Wolfenbuttle, and by his return from 
the army, stifled a dangerous sedition in Barce- 
lona, where the people had begun to appi^hend 
that they were unjustly abandoned, and that 
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tbcf aJiouM ffwn be ejKpoaed to <te iN^e n^ea* 

geance as had recently fbUen upoo the people of 
ArragoD and VakDcia. 

In the easuing year, tPhilip w»s seasiUy ehi^ 
grilled by the desertton of a amall acioadixni un« 
4er coimt de Santa Cms, and the subfiieqiieQt loaa 
of the fortress of Qran, which, for many years* 
had been defended against the infidels. He al» 
heard that general Stanhope had reduced the is- 
land of Minorca, and that the archduke's par- 
ti^uis had used their utmost endeayours to excite 
a revolution in Sicily. : but he received material 
eansdation by the safe arrival of his gaUeona# 
which were laden with twelve hundred thousand 
pieces of eight, besides nine hundred thousand 
seat as a present to the young prince of Asturias. 
Upon assurance that bis grand&ther 

'' had been compelled to tneat of a separate 
' peace, Philip, with the advice of hKS best 
friends, resolved to place all his afiturson a SpanF- 
ish foundatbn, and tothmw himself entirely on 
the affections of his people. Accordingly, the 
duke de Medina C«li was placed at the head ot 
the admini^tsatifxi ; themarqina de Bednaar W9B 
declared secretary of war ; the French amhaiwa^ 
dor was ordered to quit the kingdom » and s^ 
Tsral domestics beloogia|pto.die dufceof Orieaoo 
were treated with great severity. To complete 
the whole, as soon as the alUes had publisbed 
their preliminaries, his cathcdicBaajesty address* 
ed circular letters to all his subjects, in whic^h 
he exaggerated the cruelty of his enemies, .in 
compelling his grand&ther not only to afaandoor 
his interests, but even to assist in wresting the 
sceptre from his hand; yet, he said, in thi» 
Ihey did bimhooour, aioce it showed their opi- 
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ifyatiiStait Re mucAd defend hiinaelf to the atmo^ 
«gistreniit)F— «]i opinion justfy fimndcd ; as he 
"was reailf determined to die at the head of the 
iBfiti Spanish aitof, and to tinge tise beloved 
«Hfth of Cattite with his blood. This deciu^ 
tion produced its desired effect ; for the genetal 
anenddjr of the clergf imme^telf gianted a 
free gift ; the gi^andees cfacerfotty gatenp thetr 
piaife to* be C30i»pertcd intb coin ; and a spirit of 
ioDFad enthmiaBm (Mnsbd iteetf thpongb the 
whoie natioii.^ About this tHne, the narqms 
de Bafe deieaied the Portuguese army, in the 
pban of Gudina, tfid took fifteen hiulidred pri*- 



in the cwaHrst of Kbe folhymtig spring, his ctt» 
tbolic im^est;' leoelved a timely supf^ by the 
nsml <rf a ^ateHebt at Cadiz ; and the Spanidi 
8id»jectbi were nmivefSBiiy charmed by his equity 
m frnftisoning tvfo F«eneii^ capQdns who had at* 
tempted to soil faoamewiih>theiv cargoes m con* 
tempt of li«^ royai Older. ThesRidden andniv- 
expected disgrace of the prime minister, onttm 
15th of April, is thus related— << About ^ht 
o^ekick in ^e erenii^, faia wajestf odhd the 
dofce de Medin&C«^ kit» his cabinet, an^ i^cir 
a td^ortconnrerslMitai^ directed him togo^to^tbe se« 
eietary of statefs office tamquiire for some dis^ 
patdieft The d«ke leadilf obeyed : but, on his: 
uaimi at the office^ he was arvesfed, and con- 
ducted) in a coach^and^six, to a castle near Se^ 
go^a. When the officer parted from him he 
presented him with a night gown^ a box of cho>- 
colate, a purse of gold, and some other necessa« 
liesi ; observing that the king had tadcen care to 
provide them for his aocommodation." 

Alter much' speeulo^rv on thfo singular oc* 
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currence, it was given out that the duke had held 
an improper correspondence with the king^a ene- 
mies, and a junto, appointed to examine his pa- 
pers, condemned him to suf&r death ; but Philip 
thought proper to change that sentence into per- 
petual imprisonment. 

In the ensuing^ campaign, Philip's army was 
totally routed, near Saragossa, by count Stareni- 
bergh, and Charles III. took possession of Ma- 
drid ; but, after some time, the aspect of ai&irs 
was totally changed, and his catholic majesty 
returned in triumph to ffis capital.. He then 
crossed the Tagus, and surrounded general. 
Stanhope, who had retii<ed, with eight battalions 
and four regiments of cavalry, ta &e little town 
of Brihuega. The besieged troops made a vi^ 
gorous defence, and resolutely disputed every 
inch of ground with their assailants ; but a ge* 
neral shower of tiles and stones from the tops of 
the houses compelled them to surrender prison* 
ers of war. About the same time count Starem^ 
bergh was defeated, with considerable loss, at 
Villaviciosa. 

The duke de Vendosme distinguished himself 
in so signal a manner upon these occasions, that 
the populace universally saluted him as the 
deliverer of their country ; and Philip demon- 
strated his gratitude, at a review, by putting 
into his hand an order for fifty thousand pieces 
of eight for his equipage. The duke appeared 
rather surprised ; but, turning suddenly to the 
troops, <^ These," said he, ^ are the brave men 
who fixed the fortune of Spsdn at Villaviciosa ; 
and these only are deserving of the royal &vour«" 
He accordingly distributed the whole sum in 
necessaries among the private men. Soon after 
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Acs oceurreftce, Charles III. qiutled' Ba^celoiui 
in order to retam to his hereditary dominions ; 
ntelligciice was brought to Ma(hi<l of the em- 
peror's death, and negodalions for peiK:ewere 
privately commenced. 

At the beginning of this year a con- 
gress far a general peace was opened, j^^^* 
with the nsnal ceremonies, at Utrecht : 
bnt -niilip's plenipotentiaries did not impair 
thither, as being apprised that, tiJ! their master's 
title w«es acknowledged, they conld not be re- 
ceived. About this time, the king disgraced 
the count d'Agnilar, lieutenant-general atid cap- 
tain of the guards, who had been long &med 
fer his conduct, zeal, and fidelity, but who un« 
fortunately possessed a violent temper. He 
submitted with perfect ms^nanimity to his mis- 
fortune, and spent the remainder ai his days in 
tranquil retirement. In the month of J^me^ 
9pmn was deprived of her most gallant defender 
by the sudden deaA of the duke dt Vendosme^ 
whose remains were interred in the Eac^rial^ 
with the same honours which had been paid to 
tiiose of Don Juan of Austria* 

By Plnlip«s solemn renunciation of . j^ 
sM protensiotts to the crown o£ France, f^^' 
and by an alteration * of the rule of 
flNiecesston, made by a general assembly of the^ 
states;; the greatest obs^le that retarded the' 
restoration of peace was done away ; and, after 
some time, a definitive treaty was concltidedy 



* AD4Btail was^made^ in caae of £uhire, qb the ho 
of Savoy, t» the perpetual ezclttsion of that of Austria. 
The crowo was also settled on the next heir male; where- 
as hitherto, fenudo6y if nearest is blood, had'been capable 
w ' sttcoeecRD^ 

£ e 3 
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by which the kingdom of Spain, with all its rich 
possessions in America and the Indies, was 
transferred from the house oi Austria to that of 
Bourbon ; and Philip recognized the protestant 
succession of England as settled in the illustri- 
ous house of Hanover. Satis&ctory cessions 
were, also, made to the duke of Savoy, the Uni* 
ted Provinces, and the king of Portugal. 

On the demise of his first queen, Philip mar- 
ried the princess Elizabeth of Parma : a mea- 
sure which was taken at the instigation of cardi- 
nal Alberoni, who deserved the confidence of 
the royal pair, by restoring the navy, which was 
supposed to have been totally exhausted ; and 
by rendering the Spanish monarchy formidable 
to all the powers of Europe. The courts of 
Finance and England, however, were so vio- 
lently alarmed at the extraordinary talents of 
this minister, .that they entered into a league to 
effect his removal from Madrid, and he was 
eventually compelled to seek an asylum at 
Rome. 

Elizabeth has been justly accused of disturb- 
)<)g) by her ambition, the tranquillity c^ Spain : 
but it appears that she was less embarraaaed by 
governing the state than by accommodating 
herself to -the whimsical, irresolute, and .ob- 
stinate disposition of her husband. She gave 
way, though reluctantly, to a resolution which 
he formed of abdicating the throne in fiivour of 
his son Lewis ; but the death of that prince 
restored her, in leiss than a twelvemonth, to her 
former dignity. She exerted herself in a surprising 
manner for the establishment of her children 
out of Spain, as the crown of that kingdom had 
devolved on Ferdinand, son of the princess of 
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Savoy 'f and she actually procured for her eldest 
8OD9 Don Carlos, the kingdom of Naples, with 
Parma, Placentia, and other appendages in Italy. 
Philip V. died in 1744, after a turbulent reign of 
forty-three years. 

His successor, Ferdinand VL appears to have 
been a mild and equitable prince. He conclud- 
ed the peace of Aix la Chapelle, and made some 
laudable exertions for the reformation of ni^ion- 
al abuses and the promotion of commeix:e : but 
the tranquillity of his reign has furbished little 
matter for the pen of an historian. ^ In private 
life his virtues shone with peculiar lustre, and his 
conjugal attachment was so sincere, that he 
found it impossible to dispel the deep melancho- 
ly which resulted from the loss of his beloved 
consort. He expired in 1759, after having held 
the reins of government fifteen years ; and his 
remains were deposited, with equal pomp and 
solenmity, in the convent of the visitation at 
Madrid. 

As Ferdinand deceased without issue, ^ ^ 
the Spanish crown devolved upon his bro- ^y^^'^ 
ther Charles III. then king of Naples and 
the two Sicilies. Accordingly that prince, by a 
solemn act of settlement, transferred his. Italian 
possessions to his third son ;* and hastened to 
Madrid, to receive the homage of his new sub- 
jects. The commencement of his ^reign was 
peifectly tranquil ; and Charles seemed to de- 
vote his whole attention to the internal economy 
of his dominions ; but his-zeal for the &mily 
compact of the house of Bourbon soon roused 

- * The eldest son was excluded on account of his mental 
imbecility, after a minute examination by the Ung*s pbys^ 
cians. 
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Hhh intoactioDy amd induogd' him to declare war 
againse Oreat Briti»n on tke I#thr of JaRuaiy 
17^1) and ag^st Portugal on the ISIhof June 
jMlowteg. Thi»wais heifieyer, pnyvcd^i^ry un- 
successful; and on the tenth of IP'ebrnaryv ^763^ 
» treaty of peace was concluded' between the 
cevrts^of Madrid^ Lisbon, and London* 
. jy Chariest IH. seems to have escposed* 
jyj5* hfftiself td great danger by a fruitlestf 
attempt to ihtrbduce the French dres» 
and cQStom» into hi9 dominions : ft>r, in conse- 
quence of a severe edict against the use of flap* 
ped hat» and long cfoaks^ which from time ini« 
memorial have been worri by the Sptfiko^s, 
violent disturbances broke oirt^ on the twenty^ 
third of March, at Madrid, in Which upwards of 
eighty soldiers were killed, the house of the mar- 
quisde Squillacci was dMnofished,and the ribters, 
eonsialing of near thirty thousand persons, sur« 
Founded the palace in so tumultuous a manner, 
that hb patholic majesty deemed it expedient to 
show himself from a balcony, and to silence their 
clamour by promising to cfismiss his Itmliaa nri-* 
nisters, to repeal the late offienn^ edici, and td 
{MUtion an that had passed on the present ocea« 
sion* Upon these concessfions the multitude left 
Uie paltee ; and, in their return, happened to 
meetthe English ambassador, whom they saluted 
with loud and repeated accfemations oi « Vivaa» 
1ft libertaa' ;" someoftheir leaders then requests 
id his lordship to put on his cloak smd beaver ; 
and on his prompt compliance, they exclaimed^ 
as with (me voiee, ** No French &shions'; peace 
with England, and war with M the world be- 
side *.'' The mutineers now dispersed to their 
respective homes, and the most perfect tranquil^ 
lity was, in a few hours, restored to the capital : 
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but, on the departure of the king and royal fah 
mily for Aranjuez, a fresh commotion was excit* 
ed, and even the women rushed, like maniacs, 
into the street, bearing lig|ited torches in their 
hands, and joining the general cry of " Viva Es- 
pagna I" r . 

A deputation was, at length, sent to Aranjues, 
complaining of the king's doubt of their fidelity, 
and requesting that the court would return in or- 
der to grace the capital with the usual procession 
on Holy Thursday. They received for answer, 
that his Majesty could not possibly return, as 
being severely indisposed ; but that he. would 
grant them a general pardon, and fulfil all his 
promises relative to the marquis de Squillacci> 
and the abrogation of the obnosdous edict* 
These assui^ances, and the subsequent departure 
of the Italian minister, gavp peace to the king- 
dom : and loyal addresses were presented to his 
majesty from several places which had recently 
resounded with threats of riots and insurrections* 
About the same time some disturbances broke 
out in Quito, the capital of the Spanish govern-. 
Qient of Peru ; and the^ bishop of that place, in 
attempting to escape, was made a prisoner. 

The expulsion of the Jesuits from the . _. 
Spanish dominions, has been justly reck- ,-5- ' 
oned among the most remarkable events 
of the eighteenth century. That a nation so vi- 
olently attached to the popish religion, and so 
bigoted to the views and interests of the papal 
court, should suddenly crush and almost annihi- 
late a religious order which had its birth and nur« 
ture in itself, is truly astonishing : nor is it less 
worthy of admiration that this mighty blow was 
struck without the least disturbance* The king's 



^H SPAIK. 

erdintuiee upon this oceasion^ seems to havi^ beett 
the result olf a council held on the tventf-nintk 
of lanuaiy ; yet the Jesuits were surprised in 
their beds^ on the thirty-first of Mkrch foUowing, 
without the lea^ intknaAion of in^pending dan- 
ger. Finding their houses surrounded by large 
detachments of regulap troopsy and being ao- 
qu»nted with the royal command, tibey pM^ed 
up>such things^ as wem requisite ibr th^r jour- 
ney, and set out to Carthagena under the escort 
of a strong and numerous guard— <hsuses, wi^- 
gons, and other carriages httving been secured 
and distributed in pr^)er places to accelerate 
their departure; All this was effected without 
any <fisturbance; so that the inhabitants of -Mad* 
rid knew notlung of the matter till ^le next 
mofning*^ 

On the third day, the Jesuks- o^ge at Bai^ 
eelbna was invested by a detachment oi troops if 
&e members were sent off under a strong guard | 
and their effects were immediately^ aaiM upw 
Similar measures were taken at the same hour, 
in every part of Spain ; asud the prisoners wens' 
conveyed) by difKmnt embarisations, to- Plsaly.^ 
The king tiien published his progmtttic sanction, 
or toyat ordinance, by which, among other in- 
junctions, the sufferers were positively forbidden 
to write any apologies or jus^cations contrary 
to the respect due to the said ordinance ; and si- 
lence was strictly urged upon aft hii^ majestyls 
subjects who det^ped to escape ^e pains smd pe« 
naiHies of high treascMk 

Meanwhite, the newo of this event was re^ 
ceived at Rome with inexpressit^e astonishment ; 
and the first iatelligenee was almost immediate-' 
ly foHo^ed by the arrival of fourteen transports, 
with nine hundred and seventy Jesuits on board. 



at Qvita Veccbfca. The pope, Iioxviev^i*) havitig 
consulted a conclave of cardinals, positively for- 
bade their receptioD m the ecclesiastical state ; 
and sent two couriers to Madnd to expostulate 
with his catholic majesty on the imfMt)priety oi 
so sudden a measure, and to remind him, that^ 
although he had an indisputable right to treat 
his own subjects as he thought proper, yet he 
could not oblige any other sovereign to give 
them an asylum. No notice, however, was takc^ 
of these representati<ms ; and the miserable fu- 
gitives, after wandering about the sea^, enduring 
numberless hardships, and finding every pprt 
Sihut against them, were, at last, happy to find 
an asylum in the steril ishmd of Corsica. 
Some time after the adjustment of 
thi3 business, prodigious prepsaratiiuas ^'}y 
were made, in Spain, ibr an invasion 
of Algiers ; oiid the armament was provided 
with such immense stores of provision, and 
other pecessarifks, as seemed calculated fi>r the 
es^blishment ami su{^port of a numerous co* 
]oDy. At length the whole force assembled 
at Carthagena, and is said to have consisted <^ 
iieven sail of the line of seventy-four guns each} 
eight of forty guHs ; thirty-two frigajtes fh>in 
twenty to thirty-si^ ^^Xis^} su^d dhout twenty 
sm^tlkr vessels of various constructions ; witji^ 
four hiindred transports, and nineteen thoju« 
sand seaipen and marines ; besides twenty-twp 
thousand in&ntry, four thousand cavalry, and a 
numerous train of artillery, allccmiposed of the 
most distinguished regiments in Spain. The 
marine was commanded by Don Pedro Castejon) 
and the land forces by count 0'Reily» wha 
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had acquired great reputation in the Spanish 
service. 

In the beginning of July this formidable fleet 
arrived in the bay of Algiers, where the oom'> 
manders found every appearance of a vigorous 
defence. A false attack was made upon some 
forts near the town, in order to fevour the de- 
barkation of the troops ; but though the Spa- 
niards easily effected a landing, they found all 
the neighbouring hills covered with Moors, who 
evinced the utmost impatience to engage them : 
and, after an obstinate engagement of thirteen 
hours, the Spaniards were obliged to retire^ 
and to take the immediate advantage of the 
night for a re-embarkation. 
A n When the war between England and 

' ' her American colonies had subsisted for 
some time, and France had taken part 
with the latter, the court of Madrid thought pro- 
per to recal their ambassador from London, and 
to commence hostilities against his Britannic 
majesty. Accordingly, they Idd siege to Gib- 
raltar, and made some great naval preparations: 
but all their exertions proved totally unavaihng 
against an enemy who had so long and so ably 
retained the dominion of the seas. 

It appears from several concurring circum- 
stances that the Spanish commanders in America 
and the West Indies had been acquainted with 
the intended rupture between Spain and Eng- 
land, long before the declaration presented by 
their minister to the court of London. And to 
this pre-intelhgence may be ascribed the sub- 
sequent loss of the British settlements on the 
IVlississippi and the capture of the troops destined 
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Tor their protection. But this conquest was 
soon counterbalanced by an ignominious repulse 
from the bay of Honduras, the reduction of fort 
Omoa, and the loss of several register ships. 

Early in the ensuing year, his cathoHc majes-^ 
ty received intelligence that Sir George Rodney 
had uken a Spanish fleet, consisting of fifteen 
sail of merchantmen, under convoy of a sixty- 
four gun ship, four frigates of from twenty-six to 
thirty-two guns, and two smaller armed vessels ; 
that he had also captured the greatest part of a 
squadron under the command of Don Juan Lan- 
gara ; and that he had, in spite of every precau- 
tion, relieved the fortress of Gibraltar. 

In consequence of this intelligence, the Span- 
iards redoubled theh* vigilance to cut off all fu- 
ture relief from Gibraltar, and a scheme was 
concerted for destroying a little squadron which 
had hitherto checked the ardour of their enter- 
prise. Accordingly, seven fire-ships, supported 
by a crowd of row-boats and galleys, were sent, 
on a very dark night, against the enemy, while 
a squadron of Spanish vessels under the admiral 
Don Barcello, stood near the entrance of the 
bay, to cover the attack and to intercept any 
ships which might attempt to escape. The 
British commanders and seamen, however, ex- 
erted themselves with such astonishing boldness . 
and presence of mind, that this project was ut- 
terly frustrated, and the Spaniards had the mor- 
tification to see even theiF fire-ships grappled 
and towed off amidst tlie bursting of shells and 
all the horrors of a scene which teemed with 
destruction. 

Though the Spaniards laboured assiduously in 
pushing on their works toward the fortress, they 

Vol. XV. F f 
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had frequently the mortification of seeing the 
fruits of much time and.ingenuity destroyed in 
a few hours, by the weight of fire from the bat* 
teries, and their chagrin was insensibly increased 
by a sally of the besieged, in which they lost 
three pieces of cannon. These circumstances, 
together with the vexation of being baffled by a 
handful of men, inspired the besiegers with a 
project which soon occasionedmuch trouble to 
the garrison. This was the framing a number of 
gun-boats which might carry very heavy cannon 
and mortars for the purpose of bombarding the 
town, whilst their own lowness and the difficulty 
of perceiving objects would necessarily prcserv? 
them from the fire of the garrison. But the ef- 
fect of these Boating batteries was not fully ex- 
perienced till the ensuing year. 

In the mean time the court of Madrid wa^ 
fully occupied in devising schemes for replenish* 
ing an exhausted treasury, and for prosecuting a 
war which seeptis to have been founded entirely 
upon Bourbon principles, in opposition to the 
general will of the nation. The influence of the 
ministry, and a jealousy of national honour, how« 
ever, induced several cities, communities, and 
even individuals to contribute lai^ly to the exi« 
gency of the state. The archbishop of Toledo^ 
in particular, appropriated the whole of his vast 
revenues to the support of the war, during the 
time of its continuance. Historical justice ob- 
liges us to add, that the British prisoners receiv- 
ed the most distinguishing marks of kindness and 
respect from the generality of the Spanish gran- 
dees. This year the Spaniards effected the re- 
duction of fort Mobille, and the junction of their 
fleet with that of France threatened the British 
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islands in Ametica with imminent danger^: but' 
a raging sickness, which broke out among their 
troops, and the heavy loss which their squad- 
ron sustained, by a hurricane, in its way to 
West Florida, damped the ardour of their com- 
manders, and retarded their operations. Pensa- 
cola, however, was, about this time, added to 
their conquests. 

Eager to recover the important for- ^ -^ 
tr6ss of Gibraltar, which had recently j'g^* 
rtceived fresh supplies from England, 
the Spaniards lavished their treasures mth an 
uhspanng hand, and the whole labour of the 
nation seemed exhaust^ in the stupendouli 
works which werd now raised before that place. 
One hundred and severity pieces of cannon of 
the heaviest liietal disCharg^ their tremendous 
torrents of fire, at oncfe, upon that narrow spoti 
and the bombardment ti^as coritiriued for such a 
considerable time, without interfnission, that 
not only the fortress but the fdck itself was ac- 
tually nienaced With destruction. It has been 
said, that the view of this scene was dreadfully 
sublime and spletididly magnificent from the 
rieighbburing'hills*t)f Spain and Barbaiy, during 
the nigjht j especially in thie^ beginning, when, 
the* cani^onade being rttumed with equal pow- 
er and fierceness by general Elliot, the whole 
rock seemed to disgorge a tr^imcincfous mass of 
fire, and all distinction of parts 'was loiit jn flame 
and smoke. 

NotwitHstanding thfe iinprecedent^d fury of 
this attack, the losis of the garrison was much 
less than could have been imagined, even with- 
out considering the narrowness of the ground 
they defended) its elevated situation above the 
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i¥ork8, and the great proportion of men who 
i¥ere continually exposed in the duty or relief of 
guards. The town and its inhabitants^ however, 
received the whole weight of the cannonade and 
bombardment, and a scene of carnage took place 
there, to wluch the most animated description 
must be inadequate. Mothers and children, 
locked in each other's arms, were so completely 
blown to pieces by the bombs, that their shattered 
fragments seemed rather annihilated than dis-^ 
persed : whole femilies were crushed beneath 
the ruins of the^r houses ; wretched fugitives who 
ran for shelter to the more remote parts of the 
rock were overwhelmed by the fires from the ad« 
iacent gun-boats ; and ladies of the most de-. 
licate habits and constitutions deemed it the 
greatest felicity to find a temporary security and 
repose in the casemates, which resounded with 
the noise of a crowded soldiery, and the heart- 
rending groans of those who had been danger* 
ously wounded in defending the works. 

Hitherto, general Elliot had acted with ex- 
treme caution, not only out of tenderness for the 
lives of his men, but also to prevent a waste of 
his ammunition. But as he now perceived tha£ 
the Spanish works had arrived at their highest 
state of perfectbn, he considered this as the pro- 
per season of attempting their destruction. Ac- 
cordingly, at an appointed hour, a .strong de- 
tachment issued from the garrisoh, and divided 
itself into three columns, by which means the 
besiegers' works were every where attacked at 
the same instant, and then the fury of the as- 
sailants proved totally irvesistible. Confounded 
by this vigorous and unexpected attack, the 
Spaniards gave way on every side; and gazed in 
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silent horror on the ruin of those prodigious 
works, in which the hopes of all Spain were cen- 
tered. The most wonderful eSiertions were 
made, in the mean time, by the English, whose 
pioneers and artillery-men spread their fires with 
such rapidity that, in half an hour, two mortar 
batteries, with all the lines of approach, traverse, 
and communication, were in (lames ; the mor- 
tars and cannon were spiked ; their carriages 
and platforms destroyed ; and the magazines 
blown Qp in regular succession* The asssulants 
then returned to the garrison with very inconsid- 
erable loss. 

After a long and obstinate resistance, fort St. 
Philip was surrendered to the combined armies 
of France and Spsun ; but as the conquest result- 
ed entirely from the sick and reduced sUite of 
the garrison, their governor obtained all the 
honours of war on his capitulation. ^^ So tra* 
gical a spectacle, and at the same time so glo-^ 
rious to the sufferers (says an elegant writer> 
has not often been beheld, as the poor remains 
of this garrison exhibited in their march through 
the Spanish and French armies, which were 
drawn up in opposite lines for their passage^ 
Six hundred old, emaciated and decrepid soldiers 
were followed by one himdred and twenty of 
the royal artillery and two hundred seamen;, 
and about twenty Corsicans with a somewhat 
greater number of Greeks, Moors, and Turks,, 
closed the procession." When the battalions 
came to the place appointed for laying down 
their arms, the soldiers energetically exclaimed 
that they surrendered them to God and not ta 
the enemy. The Spaniards seem to have been 
deeply affected upon this interesting occasion ;, 
F fa 
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mid their subsequent behaviour towards the pri* 
noners reflected the highest honour on their hu- 
manity. 

Ambition, honour, pride and revenge now con- 
ferred in urging the Spaniards to the utmost ex- 
ertions of power and of skill for the reduction of 
a place which had hitherto defied their most vi- 
gorous assaults, and bafBed all their projects. 
It was, therefore, with extreme pleasure that 
Charles listened to the plans of chevalier de Ar- 
con, a French engineer of great reputation, and 
the Spanish courtiers were so confident of suc- 
cess that thej seemed to expect the oTtmhUaiiofk 
pf the fortress, in case the garrison should per- 
»st in their obstinacy. 

The subsequent preparations were beyond ex- 
ample ; for no less than twelve thousand pieces of 
heavy ordnance were accumulated before the 
place for the numerous intended piuposes of at- 
tack by sea and land ; the quantities of military 
stores and ammunition were so immense as to 
exceed credibility ; eighty gun-boats and bonib- 
vessels, besides a floating battery «nd five bomb 
ketches on the usual construction, were appoint- 
ed to second the efforts of the great battering 
ships : nearly all the frigates and smaller armed 
vessels of the kingdom were assembled to afford 
requisite assistance ; and the combined fleets 
of France and Spain, amounting to about fifty 
ships of the line, were to cover and support the 
attack. 

Nor were the preparations by land aDy way In-* 
ferior to those by sea. The duke de Crillon ^aa 
asusted by a prodigious number of able ofiicers^ 
and gallant volunteers, who had been drawn, by 
the kngth and celebrity of the si^ge, from every 
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part of Europe ; twelve thousand French troops 
were brought to> diffuse their peculiar vivacity 
through the Spanish army ; and the general en* 
thusiaam was augmented by the presence of two 
French princes (the count de Artois,. and the 
duke de Bourbon) who seemed particularly de- 
sirous of partaking in the glory of so illustrious 
an enterprise, as the. recovery of Gibraltar to the 
Spanish crown* 

The arrival of the French princes occasioned 
a display of politeness and generosity which we 
cannot persuade ourselves to p^ss over in ulence. 
—Some packets directed to the officers in Gi* 
^raltar, having fallen into the hands of the Spa* 
mards, were transmitted to Madrid, where they 
lay when the count de Artois arrived at that ca- 
pital. The prince conceiving this to be a pleas* 
ing introduction to a generous enemy, obtained 
the packets from his catholic majesty, and ac- 
tually conveyed them, under his- own care, to the 
camp. « The duke de Crillon, also^ sent a very po- 
lite ktler, and a present' of firoit and vege- 
tables to governor Elliot. But, although thai 
gentleman acknowledged those &vours in the 
' most polite manner, his resolution continued un- 
shaken, and he. even ventured, by sudden and 
unexpected insult^ to provoke his combined ene« 
mies to the attack. 

In the morning of the 8th of September, a vi** 
gorous cannooade, and bombardment with red- 
hot balls, shells, and carcases, commenced from 
the garrison, and was supported through the day 
with such extraordinary skill and dexterity, that 
two of the Spanish batteries were entirely con* 
sumed, together with their gun-carriages, plat*^ 
femifb and magazines : great psurt of the com« 
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munications to the eastern paralld, and of the 
trenches and para^t, were also destroyed ; and 
the allied armies, in attempting to stop the i»o* 
gress of the flames^ were thrown into compete 
confusion. 

In consequence of tins attack, the Spanish and 
French commanders resolved to preci{Htate their 
measures under the expectation of ta^g an am* 
pie revenge. Accordingly a new battery of 
sixty-four heavy cannon was opened early on the 
next morning, which with the cannon in their 
lines, and about sixty mortars, continued to dis* 
eharge their shot and shells against the garriseiv 
for the remainder of the day. At the same timcy 
a squadron of nine ships of the line, with some 
frigates and smaller vessels, dropped down 
from the head of the bay, and passing slowly 
along the works, discharged then* shot at the 
sooth bastion and the ragged sta£P, continuing 
their cannonade till they had passed Europa 
Point, and got into the Mediterranean. Ca|>^ 
tmn Curtis, however, and his marine cotps, de* 
fonded the batteries on the point with such firm- 
ness and intrepidity, that the Spaniards were 
soon compelled to retire, and twoof their shipa 
were so materially damaged, that they were 
forced to send them to Algeziras to refit. 

On the 1 3th of September, the combined fleets^ 
cooustingof twenty-seven Spanish, and twelve 
French ships of the line, arrived fifom Cadiz, and, 
with those already drawn up, amounted to forty* 
dght sail of the line. The battering ships were, 
a£o, in perfect readiness : and the cannon, moN 
tars, and howitzers, on the isthmus, were so con^^ - 
trived, that every quarter miffht present a simi- 
lar ftce <tf danger to the gamson, and that the 
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resistance might be rendered unequal to the 
fi>rce and weight of the gprand attack* The ad- 
jacent hills, at the same time, were covered with 
anxious spectators ; find it seemed as if all Spain 
had assembled to witness the united powers of 
gunpowder and artillery, in the highest state of 
discovery and improvement. 

Notwithstanding these tremendous prepara* 
tions, general Elliot retained his accustomed 
firmness, and returned the attack with such 
fury, as utterly astonished the commanders q£ 
the allied armies. The number of red-hot balls^ 
which the battering ships received in the course 
of the day,^ was estimated at upwards of four 
thousand ; and while these vessels seemed to be 
the princi^ objects of vengeance, the whole ex- 
tent of the peninsula seemed overwhelmed with 
the torrents of fire that were incessantly poured 
upon it. 

. The construction of the battering ships was 
so well calculated, for resisting the action of fire» 
that, for several- hours, the prodigious cannonade 
from the garrison seemed totally inefiTectual. 
About two o'clock, however, the admiral's ship, 
and that commanded by the prince of Nassau, 
were perceived to be in a perilous situation, and 
by the evening, the fire from the fortress had 
gsdned a decided superiority. • This circumstance 
gave fi^sh animation to the besieged, who conti- 
nued their exertions with unabated vigour through 
the night ; and about one o'clock in the morn- 
ing, the two first ships were enveloped in flames, 
and the confusion became general. Numbers of 
rockets were now thrown up as signals of extreme 
danger, and all possible means were immedi- 
ately used by the fleet to render the necessary 
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assistance ; but those were only directed to 
brining off the men, as it was deemed impossi- 
ble to remove' the battering ships, and the dan- 
ger from those vessels appeared no less di^adful 
than the fire from' the garrison. 
* At this important juncture. Captain Curtis 
drew up his gun-boats in such a manner as to 
fiahk the line? of battering ships, which were now 
cJompletely overwhelmed by incessant torrents 
of fife. This unexpected attack wrought up the 
si(5bne to the highest point of calamity ; for the 
Spai^ish boats were compelled to retire, and to 
leave their wretched friends exposed to the de- 
vouring fiames^ or to the mercy of an irritated 
enemy. 

It was supposed that nothing could have ex- 
ceeded the horrors of the night ; biit the break 
of day disclosed a ''scene still more dreadfuU 
Numbers of men were seen in the midst of the 
flames, wringing their hands and imploring suc- 
cour ; others floating upon pieces of timber, were 
exposed to an equal, though less shocking, fate ; 
and even those in the ships, where the' fire had as 
yet made little progress, expr^sed^ by thfcir 
ld6ks and gestures, all the horrors of confirmed 
despair. 

This was a glorious opportunity for thd exer- 
tion of British humanity ; and such exertions were 
soon made by the marine brigade, and their- in- 
ttej^ commander, as havte conferred immortal 
honour on their names and nation. Upon the 
first appearance of the general distress, the firing 
from the garrison and gun-boats ceased ; and 
the miirihe brigade (though exposed to the most 
imminent peril from the blowing up oF the ships, 
as the fire reached their magasunes, and from the 
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continual discharge of artillery, as the guns on^ 
every side became heated) rushed on board the 
burning vessels, and dragged the distracted suf- 
ferers out of the midst of the flames. In these 
extraordinary efforts, captain Curtis was peculi* 
arly distinguished ; and his life was repeatedly 
in extreme danger. Providence, however, smil** 
ed on his humane intentions, and he had the 
matchless satisfactioa of saving about four hun«> 
dred individuals from impending destruction. 
Great numbers, however, perished ; arid, it is 
supposed, according to the most moderate com- 
putation, that the Spaniards lost upwards of fif* 
teen hundred men, including the prisoners and 
wounded, in the naval attack. The loss sustain- 
ed under the prodigious lire thro^yn upon the 
isthmus, during the whole time of attack, cannot 
be ascertained. 

On the side of the garrison, the loss was ibuc^ 
less than could have been supposed ; and was 
chiefly confined to the coips of artillery^ and to 
the marine brigade. Nor was the injuiy done to 
the works, sufficient to give any future appre- 
hension, or to hold any proportion, with the im** 
mense weight of fire they had sustained* 

The Spaniards now rested all their hopes on 
the defeat of loi'd Howe, who had been sent out 
with a fleet for the relief of Gibraltar : ,but va-? 
rious causes prevented the designed engage* 
ment ; and the British commander, after execut- 
ing his commis»on, sailed back to Epgland. 

The sad catastrophe of their armada ^ j^ 
before Gibraltar, the repeated frustra- jy^^J 
tion of all their designs upon Jamaica, 
and the very embarrassed state of their financesi 
induced the Spaniards to put a termination to so 
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long, expensire,' and sanguinary a war. Ac- 
cordingly, on the cession of Minorca, and of 
East and West Florida by his Britannic majesty, 
a definitive treaty of peace was concluded, be- 
tween the courts of Madrid and St. James's, on 
the 3d of September. Other treaties being con- 
cluded, about the same time, between the various 
contending powers, happily put an end to the ca- 
lamities of war, both in the old and the new world. 
• No sooner had Europe been cheered 

1784. ^y ^^^ proclamation of a general peace» 
than the court of Madrid resolved to un- 
dertake a fresh expedition against the Algerines, 
whose hostile exertions, both in the Ocean and 
the Mediterranean, had exceeded every thing 
that had been known since the time of the Barba- 
rossas. Accordingly a combined fleet of Span- 
ish, Maltese, Portuguese, and Neapolitan vessels 
sailed to Algiers, in the month of July ; and 
commenced an attack, by which several boats were 
destroyed, and the town was set on fire in seve- 
ral places. But the infidels fiwight with such ir- 
resistible fury, and their coast was xovered with 
such powerfiil artillery, that it was deemed ad- 
visable to abandon the etiterpize. 

In the ensuing summer, his catholic majesty 
curtailed the powers of the inquisition, and 
decreed that all the future proceedings of that 
tribunal should be publicly conducted. He 
also prohibited the celebration of bull feasts, 
excepting only upon occasions where the profits 
arising f^m them were assigned to some cha- 
ritable, benevolent or patriotic purpose. These 
regulations were soon followed by others of 
greater importance : and the court, the no- 
bility, and all the higher classes of the natioi^ 
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seemed to be inspired) at the same time, with 
the spirit of promoting a general reform, of 
eradicating ancient prejudices, and of enlighten- 
ing the minds of the people. Inquiries into 
the history and antiquities of the country met 
a liberal encouragement ; sumptuous editions 
of the most valuable classics were published 
under the royal patronage ; numerous public 
schools were instituted for the tuition of youth j 
societies were formed in every part of the king* 
dom for the establishment of arts, sciences, and 
manufactures ; and a truly patriotic spirit be- 
gan to appear in the projection of several pub- 
lic works and designs of the greatest perma- 
nency and national utility. About the same 
time, the king successfully resumed his favour- 
ite project of peopling and cultivating the 
Sierra Morena ; caused some accurate charts to 
be drawn for the use of his marine ; established 
a new East India company, under the name of 
the ^< Royal Philippine ;" and made some im- 
portant improvements in the administration of 
the colonial government. 

The intermarriages which took place, ^ 
in the Easter season^ betweeen the infant ^g9* 
Don Gabriel of Spain, and the infanta 
Donna Mariana Victoria of Portugal, <m one 
nde ; and between the in&ht Don Juan of Portu- 
gal, and the infiuita Donna Charlotta, eldest 
daughter of the prince of Asturias, on the 
other; not only obviated the jealousies which 
had long prevuled between these courts, but 
also occasioned a treaty of alliance between 
France and Portugal, which constituted a com- 
plete union between the latter and the house of 
Bourbon. 

Vol. XV. G g 
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The longevitf of -cardinal de Solis, arcfabi« 
shop of Sevillei who died about this time^ 
would have rendered him an object of historical 
attention, even if the goodness of his heart and 
the exceUency of his Ufe had net particidaiif 
endtled him to that distinction. Tins cele« 
brated character, who anired to the patriarchal 
age of one hundred and ten years without the 
loss of any &culty, seemed to be the natural 
as well as the spiritoal father of the people com<* 
mitted to his care, and he experienced a sweet 
remuneration of his labours, in their reverent 
and affectioiiate gratitude. When asked, by 
hn intimate friends, what methods he had taken 
to prolong Mfe toso extraordinary a period, he 
observed, that he had led a sober and studious 
but not a sedentary life $ that his diet though 
delicate was sparing; aiid that he eicercised 
himself every day, ehher in riding ot wattdng^ 
^So for," said the amiable prelate, ^I took 
care far the body ; and as to the mind I strove 
to preserve it in due temper by a acnqmloas 
obedience to the Divine inionctioin, and keeping 
a consctence void of offence toward God and 
man* By these easy and innocent means I 
have arrived at the age of a patriairch, with 
less iD|ury to my constitution than many ex^ 
perience at forty* I am now, like ripe coi% 
feady fo the sickle of da^ and, by the 
mercy of my Redeemer, I have strong faopca 
•f being translated inter bis granary.*' The 
king was much afifectcd at tbe death of this 
worthy personage, and was heard to emlaiie, 
^ Would to heaven he had i^ipomtcd a sue* 
cesser ; lat the people of Serille hate been 
so k>ng used to his virtues, that they witt be . 



JMOontettted whh the best .pidate I can send 
Ihem." 

Charies I ¥•* aacended the thnme ^ j^fy/ 
Spain, on the demise of his father^ and ,^31^ . 
made his jNiblic entry into Madnd^ on 
the 38th of September, with the utmost pomp 
and solemnity. The streets through which the 
}irocessian iiaased were lined with troopS) and aU 
the homes ware handsomely decevat^ and illu^ 
minated* On the asd their majesties said the 
loyal fiimily went to the church of St* Jerome* 
adjoining the old palace of Buen Retiro> where 
they took their seats on a throne to the right of 
tiie altar> and rescetved the customary oaths oi 
alle^atice. They then sat down to dinner at the 
Boen Retiro, and late in the evening returned U> 
the palace* 

The gofemmefit of S|Man testified great un«^ 
fiaMbeas at the F)K»dk levolutjon, and watched 
nanrowly thoae who attempted to defend its prin*^ 
oples ; for, tho«gh the acmpukms adherence cf 
the ^laniaida to the. Rooiiah teneis seemed t^ 
preclude the idea of their imitating a people Wha 
had leoently eapi^easad the ntoat cooiplete con- 
tempt for the aOiv^>^g^ ponlifl^ there were ma- 
1^ persons who held that politics and reHgioa 
were two different thing% and that liberty isi^ght, 
be aoserted withaut whNtiiig the rei^iect due \& 
Su Peter's suceeasor^ and without separatii^ 
IffHn his commimioifc Abmnedat the diffusion 
of these se»tiinent% the Spanish court prohibit* 
ed the curcuiation of alLncfwa|wipeni and pc^ti^ 

• This pruicc waw Iwm <w the iiA rf Korember r 74S, 
mid imfried to limm Mvia Therew, princess df ¥a/m», 
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cal pampMets fiom France, and at the. same 
time stationed troops on the fnmtiers, ivith order 
to stop every stranger whose character lay under 
any suspicion* 

-^ In consequence of a dispute relative 
Z790! ^ ^^^ sovereignty of Nootka Sounds 
his catholic majesty resolved to take up 
arms against Great Britain, and such formi- 
dable preparations were made in the different 
parts of his kingdom, that his navy was speedily 
augmented to seventy ships of the line, besides 
frigates and vessels of other descriptions. But 
the naval force of England was still so greatly 
superior, and the preparations of that country 
were made on so much larger a scale, that the 
court of Madrid suddenly changed their inten- 
tions, and consented to give the satis&ction de- 
manded by Great Britain. Accordingly a decla- 
ration to this purpose was published on the 34th 
of July, and on the 38tii of October follow- 
ing a convention between the king of Spun 
and his Britannic majesty was ugaed at the £s- 
curial* 
. jy The beginningof this year was maric- 
1794.' ^ ^y ^^ sudden dismission of count 
Florida Blanca from the office of prime 
minister* The reasons for this measure were 
not asugned, but it was probably adopted to ap- 
pease the public murmurs at some late proceed- 
ings, and particularly against the edict con- 
cerning strangers, which certainly contributed to 
impose heavy fetters on the commerce of the 
nation. The {dace of this statesman was im- 
mediately filled by count d'Anuida, who abo- 
lished a kind of dvil inquisition called the 
superintendant tribunal of pdicc; and made 



pome liberal concesabiis to the people, in order* 
to establfsh more finnl^ the tkit»e o£ kis royal 
employer. His infiiience) howeveF, proved oi 
short duratbny and he was wxm removed to 
make room for the duke de Aleodia. 

The irregular {Mroceedings of the . ^ 
French^ the indecait receptiea of the ^L^' 
iafterficfence of the court of Madrid m 
&voQr of Louis XVI. and the subsequent exe«- 
cutronof that unfortunate monarch) induced lua- 
eathoHc mftjesly todeclare urar af^ainst France 
on the 3Jd of March ; and the first actions wlHch 
took place between the Spani^ and republican < 
fofces were decidedly in fitvour of the former ; 
fin* general Don Rk^Batk>s> who coxmnanded in. 
Catalonia, forced the town of Goret, which was 
defisadedby three thousand men^ and put the 
enemy to fiq;ht wi^ the loss of att their artillery ; 
tbs troops under Don Ventant Cara destroyed 
the eneampoient of Birii^ and drove the 
Fnendh fitmi the fort of Andaya ; the fortress of . 
Bdlegardewiasaho taken <Xk the 23d of JunO) 
utd on the S2d of September, general Ricardos < 
ohtWTwd a ffeeinve. victury ofer the. French^ 
in the vicinage of Trualas^- 

]^t the enroing camfiiwgn i^poved akogethev^ 
vn&votiratde: anil unpn>i»tious. The FMicb 
anny Uxk tJbm field eaffly in the:in(Mith of Fd»ii^ 
vefy and madosueh vigetoua exerckMs to ise' 
taoeve the credit of their countrymen,^ that the.. 
Spankm^ were i^t only compelled ta abandoft^ 
St. Jean Deluz, Cerat, and the town of Boukuiy 
but a complete victory was gained tflrer them 
near Coffisaie, when, besides those that fell vot^ 
baltftt, seven thousand men laid down their 
arms, andaU the baggage and artillery fell, i 
Gg2 
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the enemy's hands. About the same time the 
strcMig town of Bellegarde was wrested from 
Spain, after a brave but unsuccessful effort for 
its preservation, and upwards of six thousand 
troops were made prisoners* 

The repeated fiulures of the Spamsh comman- 
ders in thdr attacks on the French, induced 
them to collect a force which might afford bet- 
ter hopes of success. This project was accord- 
ingly reduced to execution, and they advanced 
against Dugommier, their most formidable ene- 
my, to the neighbourhood of Spanilles. But 
though the contest was supported with equal 
fortitade and obstinacy, victory eventually de- 
clared for the French, and the assailants were 
repulsed with 'prodigious loss and slaughter. 
Dugommier, however, was slain, by a cannon 
balC in the very moment of conquest. 

Exasperated at these continual defeats, the 
Spanish officers resolved to concentrate their 
whole force in a position strong by nature, and 
rendered still more secure bf a chain of en- 
trenchments and batteries, which were defended 
by an army of forty thousand men. The ene- 
my, however, advanced boldly to these stupen- 
dous works, and, afbr an action of about thret 
hours, penetrated them in every quarter. The 
Spaniards certainly performed prodigies of va- 
lour upon this occasion, but their utmost exer- 
ticms were insufficient to repel the fory of their 
assailants, and after a most sangumary conflict, 
they were completely defeated and put to flight. 
This nu^rtune was immediately followed by 
the reduction of Saint Fernando de Figures, a 
place of extraordinary strength, garrisoned by 
•nearly ten thousand men, and, containing mi- 
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fitary stores and other articles of immense va* 
lue. 

Elated by these brilliant successes, the French 
marched forward with such alacrity that all re- 
sistance fell before them, and they soon became 
masters of several important towns which open* 
ed the way into those parts they were chiefly de- 
sirous of attacking* 

Nor were these calamities confined to the east- 
em frontiers of Spain. Vigorous exertions had 
been made i^ainst the inv^ers at Saint Jean 
Deluz,^ by the Spaniards ; but general de la 
Forde soon defeated them, with the loss of their 
baggage, military stores and provisions : and i^ 
body of fifteen thousand Spanish troops was, 
soon after, dislodged fix>m an important post (Xk 
a mountain which had hitherto materiidly ob- 
structed the deiugns of the enemy. This unfor- 
tunate action, in which the Spaniards lost two 
hundred pieces of cannon, and tents for twenty 
tiiiousand men, besides a prodigious number of 
troops, that were either killed or made prisoners, 
emboldened the French to march immediately 
i^cdnst Fontarabia, and in the space of four days 
they made themselves masters of that place to- 
gether with Fort Passage and Saint Sebastian, 
in which they took about three thousand prison- 
ers, besides the prodigious stores with which 
those towns were furnished. It is, however, ne- 
cessary to observe that this rapid augmentation 
of conquest resulted, in a great measure, from 
^ «very general change of political opinions 
among the Spaniards. 

Disasters so repeated and unusual, filled tibe 
court of Madrid witli inexpressible anxiety, and 
the desertion of a corps of the king's Wallooa 
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goardsy confirmed them in the dbtressmg idea 
that the growing calamities were occasioned bf 
&aflectioa» ht this critical situation some ad- 
vised a pacification as the oi^ possible mode of 
subjugating those pernicious priacipfes which 
had been imeported from France ; and others 
suggested the idea of raising the people in a 
piass ; but those who reconanenkd the kttet 
eaqie^ent soon feond it utterty impracticable, 
and the attempts which were made to dissemi- 
nate among the commonalty a spirit of uniiper- 
aal resistance, were all frustrated in the most 
vexatious manner*. Neldes^ ecclesiastics, jrface* 
men, and opulent adheienta to government, were 
now caiied upon to assist the cause of thdr 
country ; and these reac^y made suelvdonationt 
an the exigenoe of the state required. Bttt,nDt- 
wvdiainnding these exertioBs, the enemy con^ 
tinued to esrtend their ooBq«ests,and die despon* 
dmcy of the people soon became so apparent, 
that tiie GOint was dearly convinced that unless 
n speedy peacr was concluded, the whole king^ 
dam musa be evfHiatt)r reduced* Accordingiy, 
after asalint evefy effiwt which art or pnidcDoo 
foM suggest, his emtaofie majesty detachod 
hbnself mm tlie confederacy which had hitfaerb 

. ^ tobeen attended with- such iff success;. 

jyJz^ and inttmated; hia mialution of pnctiny 
an immodiata teffarination t» the wmw 
ThiacondhKt gave the greatest pleasore to tSbo 
gancrattty of the nation *, France was delighted 
with so graait a diminution of the coaliti6B, and 
a treaty of peace was conckidsdin the month of 
My, at Basle, by which his catholic majesty 
ceded att his part of HtspanMa in Uie Weat In- 
rdie% ukI the cowpeation agreed tn reatore aB 
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their recent conquests in Spain. It was also 
agreed that Spain should recognize the French 
and Batavian republics ; and that France should 
admit the interposition of Spain onbehalf of Na- 
ples, Parma, Sardinia, and Portugal* 

Towards the close of the ensuing year, Spain 
was drawn into an alliance with the French re* 
public, and persuaded to declare war against 
Great Britsun. Accordingly, great naval prepa- 
rations were made in all the Spanish ports ; and 
in the summer of 1797, a fleet, consisting of six 
ships of one hundred and twelve guns, one of 
one hundred and thirty-six, two of eighty-four, 
and eighteen of seventy-four guns, was appoint- 
ed to form a junction with the French fleet at 
Brest ; and, sdTter being reinforced by a nume* 
rous squadron of Dutch vessels, they were to put 
to sea all together, in order to execute their de- 
signs upon the British dominions* But before the 
intended junction 6ould be eflected the Spanish 
fleet was met by admiral Jervis, near cape St. 
Vincent, and an engagement ensued which, not* 
withstanding its prodigious inequality, terminat- 
ed in the capture of four vessels and the loss of a 
considerable number of men. A part of the 
fleet, which had been dexterously separated from 
its main body by the British admiral, rejoined it 
with four otlier ships toward the close of the ac- 
tion, but the commanders were unwilling to en- 
gage; and, after a distant and ineffectual fire, 
they permitted the enemy to sail leisurely away 
with their valuable prizes. 

The news of this transaction occasioned loud 
complaints at Madiid, and the generality of the 
nation began to complain that their countrymen 
were impressed into a service for which they 
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were totally lui^uidi&ed, and againBt a nation 
with whom they had oo reasonable ground of 
quarrel. However, these murmurs were ^lenc- 
ed by the well-timed remonstrances of the mi«< 
nistry, though the majority bore with secret in-* 
dignation an ignominious yoke, wluch had heed 
in^wsed upon them by their dismayed and irre» 
solute governors* 

^ jj No sooner had the vanquished fleet re^ 
jj' tired to Cadiz than it was followed thith^ 
by the victors, who blocked it up so com* 
pletely that not one of the Spanish ships in that 
capacious harbour durst venture out beyond the 
batteries which had been erected £ae their de» 
jmce. Emboldened by this cifcumatance, and 
eager to achieve something of imfxxrtance, th« 
British admiral resolved to atteuipt a bombards 
m^it of the ci^ of Cadis, and commodore Mek» 
son conducted tins hazardous enterprise with ex* 
traordinary spirit and dexteridby^ But owing to 
the bad condition of the mortar piece^emi^c^ed 
on this occasion^ the project waa paortly frastrai^ 
ed. The conffict, hofvever, waa extremely cb4 
atinate, and both^^wfes behaved with beeoniing 
intrepodity. Don^Aiguid Tyraaom, the com^ 
mandmff officer of ^ S^xanmxds, attacked the 
commodore with astonisUeig resdbutioiiy andpo* 
Mtively reliised to peM M e^teen of his men 
were killed, and tibe remaining nine with him-> 
self were desperately wounded. A second bom* 
bafdment waa attended with greater effect, inso- 
much, that ten of the largest men of war were 
oUiged to quit their stations, and the iEihabitants 
of the town began to provide Sot theix safety by 
a precifMtate fiight. But the tlurd attempt waa 
. prevented by a strong wind which blew directly 



^t df the havbour, and obstructed the ajpproach 
ef the enemy's shippii^ : and a subsequent at* 
tadc on the town of Santa Cruz, in the island of 
Teneriffe, proved extremely unfortimate to the 
assailants* ^ 

In consequence of a convention be-* . ^ 
fween his Britannic majesty and the em- jl_* 
peror of Russia, tlje latter declared war 
against Spain, on the twenty^sixth of July, and 
his catholic majesty publi^ed an answer in very 
spirited language ; but no exertions of iftipor'* 
tance seem to have been made by either of the 
nations* About this time Don Joseph de Botig« 
ni, the Spanish charg6 d' Affaires at Constant!^ 
nople, received an oider to quit the dominiom 
of the Sobtime Porte within fourteen days* 

On the fifth of OcU^r aBritish fleet, . ^ 
from the Meditetranean, cdnaisdng of jg^^* 
twenty^wo saU of the line, twraty-^even 
frigates, snd ten smafier armed vessels, with 
ei^ty'^rar transports, appeared off Cadiz, where 
an ejAderaic distempeittnen n^;ed with gr^ vio« 
lence* The governor, Don Thomas de Moriat 
immediately sent a letter to the English adnural, 
in which he patheUcally described the distress of 
the inhabitants, and intimated an expectation 
that so humane an enemy as the English would 
not attempt to increase the public consternation 
by making an attack upon the town* To this 
letter lord Keith replied, that as the ships in that 
port were to be employed in augmenting the na^ , 
vai force of the French republic, and, conse*" 
quently, of prolonging the calamities of £u- 
ix)pe, an attack was only to be averted by the sur- 
render of those vessels. As this mes^y|;e was 
received with the utmost indignation, Si^alph 
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Abercomby, the British general, began to make 
arrangements for a descent t but, on considera- 
tion of the strength of the fortifications and the 
extreme danger of infection, this design was 
laid aside* 

jj In the spring of this year, the court of 
zSoi. ^^nd, in obedience to the command of 
their new allies, declared war against 
Portugal ; and formidable preparations were 
made on the part of each nation : yet it was suf- 
ficiently obvious that both were averse to hostile 
measures* However it was absolutely necessary 
that some exertions diould be made to satisfy the 
French republic* Accontingly a Spanish army, 
consisting of near forty thousand men, entered 
Alentejo from different points, and, in a short 
campaign, reduced all the important fortresses 
and magaanes in that province : but his catholic 
majesty embraced the earliest opportunity of ter- 
minating this unpleasant business, and a pacifi- 
cation was signed with Portugal two days before 
the signing of the preliminaries of peace between 
France and Great Britain. 
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